
 

 

EAST DOWN COMBINE 
EDC 2 BIRD CLUB ANNUAL DINNER 

with Clifford Browne 

  
The EDC 2 Bird Club held their annual dinner in Magee's Lounge, Crossgar, on Friday night, the 

13th February 2015 and was a most enjoyable evening with everything well organised by the 

Secretary Dorothy Smyth who has put a tremendous amount of work, not only into this night 

but also constantly throughout the year and this enthusiasm and hard work has seen the 

membership of this club continue to grow. 

 

  

 

 

The evening began with a beautiful roast beef dinner supplied by “Top Catering” which was 

enjoyed by everyone present. After the meal the Chairman Francis Gilmore welcomed everyone 

and congratulated all those who had done well throughout 2014 and then it was time to get the 

presentation of prizes under way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As President of the 2 Bird Club I had the honour of being asked to present the trophies and 

these were won as follows, starting with the league winners: 

League A S Regan & F Gilmore - with 26 points each  

League B J Patterson - 24 points  

League C S & K Duke - 30 points  

League D C Healey - 28 points  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

The trophies & cup winners were as follows: 

Old Bird Cup S&K Duke  

Old Bird Inland Ave W Mc Master & Son  

Old Bird Skib Classic F Gilmore  

Penzance Cup D Mc Nabb & Partners  

St Malo O/B Derby Cup J Cleland  

Channel Ave J Mc Greevy  

Old Bird Combined Ave J & R Young  

Old Bird K.O J Mc Greevy  

Old Bird of The Year J Mc Greevy 

1st Skibbereen Y/B Derby J Young & Partners  

2nd Skibbereen Y/B Derby W Mc Master & Son  

Talbenny Y/B Derby K&B Mc Conaghie & Son  

2nd Mount Charles Gordon Bros & Sons  

Combined Averages C Healey  

Y/B of The Year S&K Duke  

Young Bird Average Mc Cartan & Woodsides  

 

 
 

 

 

The club would also like to take this opportunity to once again thank the following for their 

sponsorship in 2014. 

Jim Savage Pigeon Vitality  

H Beattie & Son  

Robert & June Kirkwood  

Veteran fancier John Patterson who was unable to attend the dinner on the Friday night can be 

seen in the photo with the Sponsorship prizes he won. A number of other members were 

unable to attend because of illness including Winston McMaster who was in hospital and at the 

time of penning this is making a good recovery. 

 

 

 

 

 

After the presentation of the prizes and before the evening was given over to music by John 

and the running of the Ballot,  the Chairman made a presentation to the very hard-working 

Secretary Dorothy Smyth by way of saying thanks to her for not only organising the evening but 

also for all her hard work throughout the year. As I said at the start of this article it was a most 

enjoyable and very relaxing evening. My thanks to Tara Smyth for taking the photos and just a 

reminder that the 2 Bird AGM is on Monday 23rd February at 8pm in Crossgar. 

 

East Down Combine Breeder/Buyer 2015 

The East Down Combine is once again running their Breeder/Buyer competition and the 

relevant information on this for everyone is follows: 

Only EDC members can buy birds, but NIPA and Ulster Fed members can enter birds for sale 

with a maximum of 2 birds per member. 

There will be 4 Prizes, 1st -50%, 2nd 25%, 3rd -15% 4th 10%  

50% to breeder & 50% to buyer  

To be raced for in the 1st Skibbereen YB Derby  

Auction will be held in Magee’s Lounge Crossgar on Friday March 27th 2015  



 

 

Auction time 8pm  

Auctioneer Doley Croskery 

IMPORTANT:  

1) The buyer must race the bird to their loft  

2) Birds Ring numbers cannot be changed under any circumstances  

This event last year saw the winners, R Moore & son of Bangor, who bred and raced the winner 

lift a cheque for £870 pounds so it is a competition well worth having an entry for. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

St Malo & Quimper Success for Tyrella Lofts  

The Tyrella club partnership of Sean Milligan & daughter, Jennifer, have again put up some 

outstanding performances from France in 2014, both from the East Down Combine Old bird 

Derby from St Malo and the INFC Friendship National from Quimper. The two birds responsible 

for these results were both hens.  

 

 

 

 

From St. Malo the Milligans finished 8th open with a 2yo blue pied hen the sire of which was a 

son of one of their direct Joop Koch pigeons and the dam was a van Loon bred by Wayne 

Doonan of Dromore. St Malo 2014 was a very difficult race and 8th open is all the more 

impressive when you realise that the total recorded in race time in the Combine was only 19 

pigeons. 

 

 

 

 

 

From the INFC Friendship National from Quimper Sean & Jennifer timed a yearling Black Pied 

hen to win 1st open EDC, 6th Open INFC. Breeding of this hen is on the sire’s side, who is a son of 

one of their Van der Rhee pigeons which is bred from a direct son of “Scarecrow” of Donnelly 

Bros, Newry and a De Weerdt hen direct from Geoff & Catherine Cooper. 

Before going to France this hen had 4 inland Irish races, then the INFC Yearling National and 

then Penzance. 

Two Outstanding pigeons from a loft which has been putting up some outstanding 

performances from Derby and Nationals. In 2013 they were 13th open in the INFC King’s Cup 

and 16th open INFC Yearling National.  

Congratulations Sean & Jennifer on your 2014 successes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Paul McLoughlin  

It is with great sadness that I have to report the death of Paul McLoughlin of Annalong who in 

partnership with his brothers Seamus & Brendan raced as McLoughlin Bros. Paul had been ill for 

some time but had still enjoyed attending the INFC Annual prize distribution back in November 

and during his time in pigeons had done a term as Secretary of the Annalong club.  

The McLoughlin family are heavily involved in the administration side of pigeon racing here in 

Ireland.  

To Paul’s daughter, Ann, and his brothers, Seamus and Brendan, and the wider family circle 

may I extend not only my own sympathy but also that of all from within the wider pigeon 

fraternity at this sad time. 

 

 

 


