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     Carentan OB Race


        R.E Taylor & Sons of Bristol



             1st Open 1st NW Section





      with “Ella-Mai”
What a fantastic turnout for the Classic’s first race of the season from Carentan. 391 members sending 3729 birds. The Classic opened two new marking stations this year and it has certainly made a difference. With 51 new members joining, most of these being in the North East and North West Sections. Thanks need to be given to Alen Gibb who has worked tirelessly to get the Gloucester marking station off the ground and all his helpers and Clive Merrills, Eamon Kelly and Eric Ilsley for making Steventon a success with nearly 500 birds being marked there. Thank you to Frome and Southampton for all your help as well, on what was a very busy marking day.
If anyone is willing to help with the ETS marking at Frome it would be gratefully appreciated. For the Carentan race there were over 1150 birds on ETS compared with 550 on rubbers. We have 2 Bricon and 3 Unikon marking systems available at Frome and we definitely need 3 ETS marking tables. Please let Roy Christopher or myself know if you can help out at all.  

Saturday dawned and along with it for many Classic areas so did the rain and brisk South - South East winds. At one stage it did seem unlikely that there would be a liberation as the weather along the coast was heavy, but after numerous telephone calls to different fanciers by Anner Smith, Nigel cut the strings and the birds were away at 10.45am.

A special thank you to Nigel Rigiani for a great first race and also Geoff, the driver from Boxhill for all his help this weekend.
A little reminder, please could you when filling in your Part A’s and Part B’s enter your Classic code number on the race sheets not your RPRA loft number.
1st Open 1st NW Section R.E Taylor and Sons of Bristol with a yearling 
blue hen sent sitting about 16 days. Although this was her 1st race this 
year as a young bird she flew the channel 3 times including 29th open 
BBC Fougeres, whilst her nest sister was 59th open in the Classic 
Carentan race. This is John and Nigel’s 2nd win in the Classic opening 
race having previously won from Sartilly. No particular strain of birds 
are kept as their lofts were started by John and Nigel’s late father Ray 
in the early 1950s but over the years they have been given many goods 
birds to try out by fanciers like Brian Sheppard and Chris Gordon. The 
Carentan Winner, however, descends from near neighbour and friend Les 
Nicholls lines. 

The brothers like to mix their own corn but buy all the ingredients locally from Willsbridge Pigeon Corns who provide all the corn for the Classic. Although this was the Winners 1st race of the season, she has been flown out virtually every day during the winter and in the last few weeks trained regularly from Portland Bill.
John and Nigel would like to thank Clare Norman and her family for all their 
work on what must have been a very hectic weekend.
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Nigel and John Taylor.

1st SW Section 2nd Open, Brian Young of Bournemouth.

This bird is bred from lines of Mercedes and Toppo, from purchases made at Peter Fox sales in Blackpool. This Blue Cock is not normally known for its speed but being on Widowhood I put that down to the good hen. I have always flown Widowhood, it suits me and the birds I keep. They get the normal mixtures of corn that are available. I nearly gave up last year when my youngsters were dropping like flies, but the old birds put in some good performances which kept me going. I am 72 and was starting to think I would never win a classic section. Finally, congratulations to the winner.
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Brian Young.

 

2nd NW Section, 3rd Open, Graham Shelley and Jamie and Tom Russell of Weston Super Mare. The Shelley, Russell and Son partnership was formed in January 2010.  Jamie Russell and his family are originally from Great Wyrley near Walsall in the West Midlands but moved to Brittany in France.

Jamie used to race with his father as Russell and Son many years ago but had left the sport when his father retired from racing. When living in France his son Thomas who is 18 years of age had shown great interest in taking up the sport, so some French pigeons were purchased and raced with some success in the Loriant Club. 

When the family decided to return to the UK they relocated to Weston Super Mare where his father had retired to. 

Jamie and Tom wanted to bring back some of the French birds to race in the UK to see if they were any good but had nowhere to house the pigeons. This is when a chance meeting with Graham Shelley came about. Graham has raced with success for many years but was considering retiring from the sport. Due to his health he was finding the work load too much so a joint decision was made to set up the partnership.

 The bird timed was a yearling widowhood hen bred from a gift bird given to Graham by Wes Selway a top fancier if ever there was one, this same pigeon was timed the previous week from Carentan with the BBC and featured high in the early times .
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Graham Shelley, Jamie and Tom Russell.

2nd SW Section, 4th Open, Alan Johnson of Poole.
Alan timed a Blue Pied 3yr old cock. It had one race as a young bird with Bobby Ballard of Lychett Matravers. Alan bought this bird along with 11 others when Bobby had his sale. It has taken 1st Club and 3rd Club with Fed cards as a broken yearling. In 2010 it only raced NFC and BBC races and did well for him. Alan would like to thank Bobby for this superb pigeon and all the others he bought.

Alan also timed 2 other birds 5 minutes after this first one.  He had all 10 birds he sent back from this race within 3 hours of liberation. (thanks to Steve and Lin Travers for sending this report).
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Alan Johnson.
1st Section, Rod Berry and Eric Matthews of New Milton. Rod and Eric moved to New Milton along with Angela (Rod’s Wife) back in 2006, Eric being Rod’s Father in Law. This partnerships success down South began straight away with their very first Classic Young Bird Race from Guernsey in 2007 taking 3rd Open 2nd SE Section. Since then, their winning portfolio has continued to grow. I don’t think a year goes by without them winning a Section or two.
The 3 year old widowhood Chequer cock Rod timed is called “Scar” who is a Janssen of Jack Le Grand origin. His positions last year were 1st Section BBC Vire, 1st Club Fougeres, 9th Section NFC St Malo and 4th Section 15th Open NFC Messac. This year so far he’s been approximately 15th Section BBC Carentan and now this one. 
Eric is very poorly at the moment so we would like to send our very best wishes to him.
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Eric Matthews of Berry & Matthews with his Grandaughter.

2nd and 3rd SE Section is Johnny “East Wind” Attrill of Salisbury. Unfortunately Johnny made a bit of a “boo boo”. He had some birds training from Portsmouth and was watching them in, not realizing one of them was a Classic arrival. He saw his second bird arrive and verified it as his first. It wasn’t until he went to his Club and the clock was read off that this got picked up. 
It hasn’t worried him too much, he is still very happy taking 2nd Section with the cock that won 1st Section from Carentan with the BBC last weekend. Incidentally, the bird Johnny didn’t verify was 2nd Section from last weekend’s race as well. In fact Johnny has been unstoppable these last two Saturdays, taking the first 5 positions in the BBC.
Johnny’s 2nd Section is a Kees Bosua bred by Ian Crammond and Nigel Langstaff, his unverified pigeon is a Bosua x Van Osch also bred by Ian and Nigel. 

The 3rd Section arrival is a Vandenabeele bred by young Jack Norman and gifted to Johnny. 

A first Open doesn’t look to be too far away!!
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Johnny “East Wind” Attrill holding his 1st Section BBC & 2nd Section CSCFC .

1st, 2nd and 3rd NE Section, Ernie Smith and Darren Baker Loft 2.

Prior to loft (2) Darren lived in another area of Swindon and just had the stock birds.
But due to his wife's ill health they had to move. The area that they had to move to, on Ernie's advice said we should race loft 2 at this address as it’s well known as the golden mile in Swindon for pigeon racing.
So in 2009 loft 2 was then set up, a lot of hard work went into deciding what size shape etc the loft should be. It turned out a U shaped loft, size 24ft-36ft-18ft, then last year an addition of a 9ft-6ft aviary. Most of the work to prepare for the erection of the loft was carried out by Mitch, Ben, Darren & other family members!! 
Loft 2 was up and running for young bird racing in 2009 which raced very well right throughout the YB programme. 

In 2010 as Yearlings they had an amazing season winning many 1st’s in Club and Fed racing. 

For 2011, they have got a strong team of 2yr olds and found it was the right time to enter and start racing in the CSCFC, so they entered 34, 2 year olds cocks and hens to the first classic race. The families they entered were Koopmans Ganus and Ernie's well trusted Janssen based family of pigeons which have won 3 x Classic races across the channel.
As Darren and Mitch were waiting for the pigeons to arrive 5 pigeons swung around all from the Classic. The first pigeon to clock was a 2 year old blue Koopman cock, second was a slatey cock bred by Ernie from his own family and again the third was one of Ernie's.
It was a fantastic race 33/34 home, the birds all looked fantastic when they arrived home. 

As Darren works nights he has the help of Mitch (his step son) who has learning difficulties but is absolutely fantastic with the birds and is a God send to Darren with all the help he provides.

Mitch also gets lots of enjoyment from this so in turn has helped Mitch build his confidence as he goes with Darren to the Clubs etc, which Mitch also enjoys. Mitch spends several hours each day all year round tending to the birds.
Darren would also like to say a big thank you to Ernie for all his help and advice over the years

All being well the birds will be going back to race Messac CSCFC!! 
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Ernie Smith, Darren Baker and Mitch.

Convoyers Report.

CSCFC Carentan Convoyers Report.

The 1700 + birds at Frome were loaded and watered before leaving for Southampton at 3 PM, on arrival the water troughs were filled again before loading the remaining birds from Steventon and Southampton. Departed for Portsmouth docks at 8:45 pm for the 10:45 pm sailing and arrived at Caen 06:00 hrs, visibility was very good but 100% cloud cover.

The journey to Carentan took 50 minutes and on arrival the transporter was put into position ready for liberation and all drinkers were filled and all doors opened for maximum ventilation.

A call was made to our race controller at 08:00 gave rain all along the south coast as well as inland but improving all the time, after another call at 09:45 giving better weather inland in the UK we decided to prepare for liberation now that the birds had had water for 3 hrs and the cloud was breaking up with a brisk SSE wind. Liberation was at 10:45 am and the birds split into three equal batches to the north of Carentan, one batch immediately broke and disappeared to the north but the other two continued to wheel round for another ten minutes before heading off hence the large differential in the velocities on the early times.

After talking to Clare she told me that most had verified and returns were very good, that is something every convoyer likes to hear.

Hope you all enjoyed the race. Nigel.
Telephone verifications only and subject to change.
Open
Mem No
Flying Name
Town

Clock time
Velocity
1
NW1206
R E Taylor & Sons
Bristol
13
6
29
1962.606
2
SW509
B & D Young
Bournemouth
12
18
47
1938.180
3
NW68
G Shelley, Russell & Son
Weston Super Mare
13
12
22
1887.550
4
SW1681
A R Johnson
Poole
12
21
18
1880.135
5
SW505
P J Hollard
Lytchett Matravers
12
24
51
1874.572
6
NW197
P Quainton
Chippenham
13
11
28
1871.969
7
NW1068
C Howse & D Parsons
Devizes
13
0
36
1847.883
8
NW224
M Hathway
Bristol
13
15
55
1819.262
9
NW160
M/M P Brice & Son
Bristol
13
22
51
1817.865
10
SW102
P Waters
Salisbury
12
46
8
1808.577
11
NW276
T & D Clark
Bristol
13
14
13
1803.954
12
NW264
R Fielding
Bristol
13
24
33
1802.106
13
NW97
S Wilcox
Bristol
13
19
2
1798.124
14
NW765
P Atherton
Bristol
13
26
21
1790.889
15
SW1281
Mr & Mrs T Anderson
Poole
12
26
4
1790.739
16
NW148
P Newton
Weston-Super- Mare
13
21
44
1789.154
17
NW1728
R A Jones & S Robins
Blakeney
13
39
36
1788.637
18
NE317
E Smith & D Baker loft2
Swindon
GB09R23727
13
21
9
1784.214
19
NE317
E Smith & D Baker loft2
Swindon
GB09J17889
13
21
9
1784.214
20
NE317
E Smith & D Baker loft2
Swindon
13
21
12
1783.643
21
NE348
S Hughes
Swindon
13
21
42
1778.896
22
NW1233
Crowley & Green
Calne
13
14
12
1776.776
23
NE1135
E Smith & D Baker
Swindon
13
19
32
1774.711
24
NW340
Mr & Mrs G Lloyd
Hereford
14
6
55
1772.583
25
NE546
D Morris
Swindon
13
22
54
1770.006
26
NW308
Mr & Mrs P Rakes
Bath
13
10
0
1769.145
27
NW320
J Raeburn
Melksham
13
11
39
1765.578
28
SW900
Mr & Mrs B Frost
Crewkerne
12
52
31
1760.107
29
NW173
M R Williams
Hereford
14
2
2
1759.408
30
NW165
B E Milkins
Bristol
13
21
29
1758.833
31
NW120
J Ludlam
Nelson
13
49
40
1758.666
32
NE25
J Bacon & A & T Johnson
Swindon
13
22
50
1757.829
33
SW663
P L Hutchings
Bridport
12
43
40
1757.629
34
NW22
K Emery
Trowbridge
13
10
44
1757.011
35
NW404
D Jones
Bodenham
14
11
46
1756.405
36
NW39
N Templar
Bristol
13
21
37
1753.377
37
NW39
N Templar
Bristol
13
21
37
1753.377
38
NW1410
Mr & Mrs A Kane
Trowbridge
13
9
2
1749.012
39
NW132
D Taylor
Bristol
13
23
23
1746.225
40
NW176
Goldsmiths Son & Alexander
Bristol
13
28
50
1742.893
41
SW353
A Harp
Poole
12
29
6
1742.805
42
NE336
Cosmin Talas
Oxford
13
40
3
1741.051
43
NW721
A & D Collins & M George
Bristol
13
24
22
1736.536
44
NE573
Lloyd & Kelly
Steventon
13
26
49
1732.745
45
SE363
Berry & Matthews
New Milton
12
28
16
1732.282
46
NW110
T J Cocks & Son
Bath
13
19
20
1731.428
47
SE405
J Attrill
Salisbury
12
51
23
1730.394
48
NW251
Mr & Mrs M Doney
Stroud
13
41
51
1729.013
49
NW625
D F & H A Cook
Newent
13
57
1
1727.366
50
NW110
S Dangerfield & S Gearon
Stonehouse
13
41
20
1725.198
51
NW294
A Smith & Son
Wotton Under Edge
13
35
34
1723.291
52
NW887
K E Haines
Frome
13
11
18
1717.314
53
NE1389
K Thorpe
Swindon
13
28
21
1716.804
54
NW165
Mr & Mrs D R Chambers
Bromham
13
16
0
1716.715
55
NE240
E Ilsley
Wantage
13
28
11
1714.293
56
NW129
B Simmons & Son
Bristol
13
16
53
1713.289
57
NW35
Mr & Mrs R Sawyer
Bristol
13
32
20
1710.532
58
NW164
N J Goss
Devizes
13
11
26
1710.300
59
SE405
J Attrill
Salisbury
12
52
54
1709.875
60
NW233
Mr & Mrs A Fielding
Bristol
13
32
57
1708.997
61
SE18
P A Priddle
Southampton
12
37
50
1707.926
62
NW143
B A Miller
Frome
13
7
25
1707.806
63
NE248
J Baden
Swindon
13
27
35
1706.928
64
NW84
P Love
Bevere Green
14
17
28
1706.555
65
NW483
A R Jenkins
Cheltenham
13
55
55
1703.623
66
NE1156
Mr & Mrs C Merrills
Alvescot
13
38
48
1702.278
67
SW62
J P Halstead
Gillingham
12
55
10
1701.695
68
NW869
G & C Cooper
Peasedown St. John
13
17
32
1701.674
69
SW689
R Hooper
Poole
12
31
41
1700.856
70
NE268
S Stokes
Wantage
13
28
37
1694.907
71
SE929
Barrie Smith
Winchester
12
51
45
1693.941
72
NW1133
M/M B H G Timberlake
Chippenham
13
24
5
1692.861
73
NW5
A Gibb
Gloucester
13
52
7
1692.767
74
NW141
S D Luff & P Walker
Dursley
13
44
55
1689.843
75
NW150
J Smale
Abergavenny
14
5
34
1689.398
76
NW631
S Moseley
Dundry
13
27
56
1687.727
77
NW36
T & M Carpenter
Claverham
13
31
37
1685.768
78
NW71
J H Cole
Bristol
13
35
20
1685.331
79
SE472
M Shipp
Portsmouth
12
33
6
1683.710
80
NW263
E Harvey
Coleford
13
55
15
1682.965
81
SE421
J D Rawlings
Southampton
12
39
47
1682.788
82
NE1498
A Docherty
Swindon
13
29
12
1681.060
83
NW113
K J Hillier
Peasedown St John
13
19
14
1680.272
84
SW1735
S Bunn
Amesbury
13
1
15
1679.618
85
NW134
M/M G & M Wile & S Lias
Withywood
13
29
27
1676.437
86
SW1652
Mr & Mrs R Owers
Crewkerne
12
59
56
1676.035
87
NW98
J Tucker
Chippenham
13
26
0
1673.758
88
NE1344
P Kenny & V Segesdy
Wantage
13
31
1
1673.489
89
NW489
Janet Wilcox
Bath
13
18
39
1672.418
90
NW121
D Tyrer
Bristol
13
35
29
1670.656
91
NE205
F J Hambidge
Chipping 
13
59
18
1669.259
92
SE239
K & S Francis
Southampton
12
39
30
1663.956
93
NW242
Brooks Brothers
High Littleton
13
23
2
1662.010
94
NW570
Clive & Jill Rogers
Radstock
13
19
35
1661.072
95
NW494
A K Heal
Bath
13
23
1
1657.806
96
SW1339
D & N & B Joyce
Blandford
12
45
19
1656.229
97
NE218
B Smith
Swindon
13
31
15
1654.580
98
SW1011
Mr & Mrs N Smith
Salisbury
12
57
8
1654.564
99
SE1655
M/M R Rann & Son
Newport
12
27
3
1654.561
100
NW582
W Morris
Elmore
13
56
28
1651.875
SE Section
1
SE363
Berry & Matthews
New Milton
12
28
16
1732.282
2
SE405
J Attrill
Salisbury
12
51
23
1730.394
3
SE405
J Attrill
Salisbury
12
52
54
1709.875
4
SE18
P A Priddle
Southampton
12
37
50
1707.926
5
SE929
Barrie Smith
Winchester
12
51
45
1693.941
6
SE472
M Shipp
Portsmouth
12
33
6
1683.710
7
SE421
J D Rawlings
Southampton
12
39
47
1682.788
8
SE239
K & S Francis
Southampton
12
39
30
1663.956
9
SE1655
M/M R Rann & Son
Newport
12
27
3
1654.561
10
SE552
M Duggan & Son
Southampton
12
44
13
1649.677
SW Section
1
SW509
B & D Young
Bournemouth
12
18
47
1938.180
2
SW1681
A R Johnson
Poole
12
21
18
1880.135
3
SW505
P J Hollard
Lytchett Matravers
12
24
51
1874.572
4
SW102
P Waters
Salisbury
12
46
8
1808.577
5
SW1281
Mr & Mrs T Anderson
Poole
12
26
4
1790.739
6
SW900
Mr & Mrs B Frost
Crewkerne
12
52
31
1760.107
7
SW663
P L Hutchings
Bridport
12
43
40
1757.629
8
SW353
A Harp
Poole
12
29
6
1742.805
9
SW62
J P Halstead
Gillingham
12
55
10
1701.695
10
SW689
R Hooper
Poole
12
31
41
1700.856
NE Section
1
NE317
E Smith & D Baker loft2
Swindon
GB09R23727
13
21
9
1784.214
2
NE317
E Smith & D Baker loft2
Swindon
GB09J17889
13
21
9
1784.214
3
NE317
E Smith & D Baker loft2
Swindon
13
21
12
1783.643
4
NE348
S Hughes
Swindon
13
21
42
1778.896
5
NE1135
E Smith & D Baker
Swindon
13
19
32
1774.711
6
NE546
D Morris
Swindon
13
22
54
1770.006
7
NE25
J Bacon & A & T Johnson
Swindon
13
22
50
1757.829
8
NE336
Cosmin Talas
Oxford
13
40
3
1741.051
9
NE573
Lloyd & Kelly
Steventon
13
26
49
1732.745
10
NE1389
K Thorpe
Swindon
13
28
21
1716.804
NW Section
1
NW1206
R E Taylor & Sons
Bristol
13
6
29
1962.606
2
NW68
G Shelley, Russell & Son
Weston Super Mare
13
12
22
1887.550
3
NW197
P Quainton
Chippenham
13
11
28
1871.969
4
NW1068
C Howse & D Parsons
Devizes
13
0
36
1847.883
5
NW224
M Hathway
Bristol
13
15
55
1819.262
6
NW160
M/M P Brice & Son
Bristol
13
22
51
1817.865
7
NW276
T & D Clark
Bristol
13
14
13
1803.954
8
NW264
R Fielding
Bristol
13
24
33
1802.106
9
NW97
S Wilcox
Bristol
13
19
2
1798.124
10
NW765
P Atherton
Bristol
13
26
21
1790.889
Our 2nd old bird race and Yearling Derby race is from Messac on Saturday 28th May with marking taking place on Thursday 26th May. The Yearling Derby Race is kindly sponsored every year by Brian Wall of Gem Supplements. All marking times and addresses are in your handbook. Your last posting date for this race is Saturday 21st May.
Clare Norman. Email: secretary@cscfc.com or Tel: 023 8057 3919
