The Joe Murphy Column 

I have received a picture of my son Kevin handing over a cheque for £4000 to Derrick & Lesley Duncan who were organising the charity sale for Ward 32 of Ninewell’s Hospital Dundee for Syringe Drivers for cancer patients to allow them to stay at home. My appeal to pigeon fanciers turned out to be a great success with 34 lots being offered (2 withdrawn) and the fantastic sum mentioned above achieved. My daughter in law Linda has forwarded letters of thanks to all the fanciers who donated and to the purchasers thanking them for their support. I personally would like to thank each and every fancier once again for there true sportsmanship shown towards this worthy cause. At the present time the total fund is over £15.000 more than the family hoped to reach and I have to add another £75 donated from fanciers from my Sporting Challenge young bird exchange which you will read about further down. So a great effort by all and everyone should be proud of their efforts WELL DONE.  (See attached photograph) 
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Kevin Murphy presenting Derrick and Lesley with the £4000 checque donated by pigeon fanciers
Sporting Challenge Exchange 
I have sent out notes to all the fanciers who took part in my young bird exchange during 2010;  this turned out to be a great success with £800 paid out in prize money; the nominations were as follows;
Pigeon A



	Club
	Birds
	Fed
	Birds
	Distance
	Velocity 

	6th
	385
	
	
	74m 1301
	960.1


Pigeon B



	Club
	Birds
	Fed
	Birds
	Distance
	Velocity 

	2nd 
	250
	2
	1421
	74m 288yds
	1024


Pigeon C

	Club
	Birds
	Fed
	Birds
	Distance
	Velocity 

	4th
	101
	
	
	113m 562y
	1539

	2nd 
	219
	2nd 
	1817
	132m 1633
	1332


Pigeon D


	Club
	Birds
	Fed
	Birds
	Distance
	Velocity 

	4th 
	269
	
	
	58m 467y
	1173

	3rd
	175
	5th
	812
	131m 1606
	1419

	3rd
	164
	8th
	738
	165m 808
	1087


Pigeon E


	Club
	Birds
	Fed
	Birds
	Distance
	Velocity 

	12th 
	261
	
	
	83m 1403
	1558

	21st
	287
	
	
	83m 1403
	1444

	4th 
	148
	
	
	161m 243
	992


Pigeon F 

	SNFC Club
	Birds
	Fed
	Birds
	Distance
	Velocity 

	189 open 
	
	
	2397
	288 1014
	978.5


The above was forwarded to an independent judge out width the Sporting Challenge and his selection was the following wining pigeons;





Breeder



Racer 

1st Pigeon D;

£150
Kevin Murphy

£150
Wright & Blackhurst  




Arbroath 



Midlothian 

2nd Pigeon C; 

£100
R Higgins 

£100
G Bain BEM 





Fraserburgh 


Carluke 

3rd Pigeon F;

£75
Dougie Cunningham 
£75
Dave Liddle 

Methil 



Forfar 

 


4th Pigeon E;

£50
Roy Ingram 


£50
Ian Anderson 





Perth 



Wick Caithness 

5th Pigeon B;

£25
George Appleton

£25
Stewart Brothers



Manchester



Stirling 

The winning Racer & Breeder each receive the annual competition trophy plus a trophy to keep and diplomas as mementoes of winning the young bird exchange.

Mr Ian Anderson and George Appleton have both donated their winnings to the Derrick Duncan Cancer Charity Sale which is a great gesture by these men and we thank them for his their SPORTSMANSHIP. 

Everyone who took part in the young bird exchange will be presented with a diploma as a souvenir of taking part in the competition. The remainder of the money generated from this young bird exchange has gone into purchasing trophies, miniatures and postage, with the little left into the sporting challenge funds. From feedback I have received fanciers are happy with the young bird exchange and maybe if we receive more applications next year we can pay out the magic figure of £1000 back to the participating fanciers as this looks like being a permanent fixture of the sporting challenge calendar.  The Sporting Challenge presentation will take place on Friday 5th November 2010 in the Hillcroft Hotel Whitburn starting at 19.00pm with our guest of honour being Charlie Cameron of Arbroath who had an excellent Gold Cup race as well as a good year in the SNFC. Applications have been going well and if you wish to attend then you will have to contact me as soon as possible as the limit for the room is 80. The main priority is the Sporting Challenge so can I ask all fanciers who took part if they have not notified me that they are attending then please do so right away as I do not want them to miss out; if they are bringing a friend with them then their tickets is £20 each. I hope all the fanciers who took part in Sporting Challenge and the young bird exchange enjoyed the experience and I thank them for their support in both ventures. Up to now I have only received 11 replies from fanciers wishing to take part in the Sporting Challenge in 2011; if you received an invitation letter from me then I would appreciate your response if you are taking part or not.  
Annie R Bowes Trophy Winner 
The winner of the A R Bowes trophy for the Fanciers Fancier of the Year 2010 is Callum Miller of Wick; and when he received my letter informing him that he had won he was quite overcome and like all true SPORTSMEN he thought there were better candidates throughout Scotland. I told him that the nomination letters had been sent out therefore our Judge did not know who the person was or who nominated them. (Names taken out) Callum has booked 4 tickets for the Sporting Challenge presentation and we look forward to meeting him and his family on the 5th November. 

Pentland Hills Federation 

Trophy winners for 2010; are as follows. 

1st Eastbourne is Baillie & Judd from Gilmerton 

1st Newark is Willie Kinnear & son Barry from Danderhall

Best average Eastbourne & Newark is Andy Miller of Sighthill 

Best average 3 longest young bird races is Mr & Mrs Millar of Castlebrae 1378

Best average 4 longest old bird races is Andy Miller of Sighthill 1235
1st Bovington SNFC winner is Steve Lapinski of Woodburn  

1st Reims SNFC winner is Willie Kinnear & son Barry from Danderhall 

1st Ypres SNFC winner is Ronnie Bremner of Sighthill

1st Clermont SNFC winner is Willie Kinnear & son Barry from Danderhall

1st Leicester SNFC Young Birds Willie Kinnear & son Barry from Danderhall
Best Average 2 Bird Clermont Willie Kinnear & son Barry from Danderhall

Old bird average J & T Young Danderhall velocity 1259

Runner up old bird average A Young Danderhall velocity 1254

Young bird average Mr.  & Mrs Millar Castlebrae velocity 1315

Runner up young bird average Andy Miller Sighthill 1302

Combine Average Andy Miller Sighthill 1268

Runner up combine average J & T Young Danderhall velocity 1264

Points Competition Old Birds Young Danderhall 26 points; my thanks to Andy Miller for the list of trophy winners

Press Officers 

Can I once again thank all the Press Officers who supplied me with results and information throughout the year; no one knows more than me that this can be a thankless task; and many club members do not appreciate these fine people efforts. Well believe me I do and I thank each and every one of you for your contribution throughout the year. 
Joke 

Two friends are fishing near a bridge; suddenly a hearse and two funeral cars go over the bridge so one of the men stands up; takes off his cap and bows his head. When the cars are gone he puts his cap back on sits down and carries on fishing. His friend turns to him and says ‘That’s one of the nicest most respectful things I’ve ever seen’ Mick replies ‘Well we were married for nearly 20 years’. 

Please continue to keep the news flowing remember my new email address; to Joe Murphy Mystical Rose Cottage 2 Flutorum Avenue Thornton by Kirkcaldy KY1 4BD or phone 01592 770331 after 7pm week days or email me at  joejmurphy1947@gmail.com Or log onto www.elimarpigeons.com  www.pigeonglobe.co.uk www.Pigeonportal.com or www.racingpigeonsuk.com who wish my weekly contribution for my up to date portfolio on pigeon topics from Scotland.
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