
 

NEWS FROM 
SCOTLAND 

By Joe Murphy 
 

I have been spending as much time as I could with the birds as I paired them up and then 

started to let them out a pair at a time. However they were finding this hard as the new nest 

boxes looked the same (in the past I have always locked them up in individual boxes and they 

are kept there all year). To solve the problem of their not going back to their own box, I painted 

pieces of wood different colours and secured them to each nest box and then let the pairs out 

on their own and within a day they were going in and out no problem. 

However you then encounter another problem with some daft cocks not giving the hens a 
second. I have large drinkers in the aviary but the cocks would not let the hens have time to 
drink, they were driving so hard. So I said to Margaret, ‘we will have to go to Asda for water 
bottles for my boxes’ and within a few hours they were all set up on each nest box and at least 
the hens got a drink and so far everything has worked out fine. 

 

Birds settled to their boxes 

I have included a couple of pictures to go with this article. Our grandson, Conner, who is three 
has been coming out to the birds with me in the morning and he has a red scraper while mine is 
black and he picks up the birds faeces and puts it in the bucket. I took his photo doing this and 
showed it to Margaret and she asked him if he was picking up the pigeon poo and he said, ‘it’s 
disgusting’ and we burst out laughing. 

We have new neighbours moved into the bungalow next door to us and the next day while 
attending the birds I heard someone shouting, ‘are you there Joe?’ and on coming out the loft, I 
found Bobby Watson who looks after my birds when we are on holiday standing there. He then 
informed me that his daughter and her husband had moved into the house next door and I 
could not have been happier. My biggest worry when the house was up for sale was that 
someone with three cats would get the house but to have an ex-pigeon fancier’s daughter 
move in is a blessing. Bobby joked and said ‘I can come and do the birds then jump the fence 
and go and have a coffee before going back up the road’. He lives in the village so has not far to 
travel. The couple seem to have settled in but like everyone who has moved house it takes time 
to get everything done and I have wished the couple well. Kevin has his yearlings and National 
birds paired up and once we both have eggs we will swap the stock birds and put them under 
the racers and hopefully have a healthy round of youngsters for 2015. 

Fugare Show 

My good mate, Guy Reed, along with Mark Gower and Andy Parson were over at the Fugare 
Show in Belgium last weekend and Guy informed me that it was rather busy and there were a 
lot more stands than when we last visited the show. Guy also went to visit our mutual friend, 
Bernard Deweerdt in Kortemark, and they spent some quality time together, talking pigeons 
and handling a few of the Deweerdt ‘Super-Stars’. Bernard’s champion 2008 bred cock, Clovis, 
has won 13th in the PIPA ranking for the best Perpignan pigeon from Belgium over three 



seasons. This is from a distance of 581 miles and is based on the national and provincial results 
for 2012, 2013 and 2014. Clovis won 81st from an entry of 1,128 birds in 2012, then he won 
759th from 5,613 birds in 2013 and in 2014 he won 125th from an entry of 6,248 birds 
registering a co-efficient of 22.7037%; and from the international races he won 953rd from and 
entry of 16,893 in 2012, then was 1958th from 15,106 birds in 2013 and last year, 2014, he was 
231st from an entry of 17,971 birds. You will also see from his picture that he scored 8 times 
from national and international races in extreme long distance races and is indeed a quality 
pigeon. I’m glad the three lads had a good weekend and I’m sorry that I could not go with them 
as I enjoy their company but maybe another year. 

SNFC Good Birds 

I start this week with Ypres SNFC winner Davie Glen of Forfar who has a blue bar cock 
SU12AF746 who has scored four times in the national. In 2013 he won 4th section C 25th open 
Maidstone a distance of 401 miles he was then sent to Ypres and won 114th open (no section 
prize) flying a distance of 465 miles. In 2014 he again had the same treatment and from 
Maidstone he won 5th section C 26th open and then in the Ypres race he won 3rd section C 15th 
open. He has to score another twice from over the Channel in the section to win a Silver Award 
or three times from an inland race to win a Bronze award. However you will have noticed that 
in 3 of his 4 races he has been in the top 5 placings in the section a good pigeon.  

The next pigeon flew the same race programme as the above, raced for by Andy Miller of 
Edinburgh. He is a blue pied cock SU11P 7095. In 2013 he won 25th section B 57th open 
Maidstone flying 363 miles he was then sent to Ypres a distance of 434 miles and won 1st 
section B 2nd open from an entry of 2356 birds he was named ‘Novak’ after the tennis player 
Novak Djockovich who was runner up on the same weekend at Wimbledon. In 2014 he was 
again sent to Maidstone and won 92nd section B 128th open and was again sent to Ypres to win 
224th open. His sire was purchased from the Welsh One-Loft race in 2005 where he won 12th 
open in the final race and is from Mike Ganus origin. 

The dam of Novak is from a daughter of Dennis the Menace, 2nd open SNFC Reims winner when 
she was paired to a cock known as ‘The Pest’ bred from Andy’s old Kirby Busschaerts crossed 
Brown & Black of Dalkeith Highview Busschaerts. We wish Andy well with his pied cock and we 
will watch out for Novak’s appearance on the national results in 2015. 

Our 3rd pigeon belongs to Jock Brockie of Lochgelly in Fife and his chequer pied cock SU10F4229 
is also a four-times SNFC winner. He won 59th section C 222nd open Maidstone, 378 miles, in 
2012. He then won 301st open from Newbury in 2013 but failed to win a section prize from this 
340 mile race point. However, he was sent to Ypres and won 39th section C 85th open, flying 448 
miles. In 2014 he again went to the Ypres race point and won 28th section C 93rd open and is 
now on par to compete for a Silver Award if he can win a section prize from a Channel race 
point in 2015 we wish Jock and his pigeon all the best. 

Joe’s Jokes 

Girls will be Girls 

 
A certain local school was recently faced with a unique problem. A number of 12-year-old girls 
were beginning to use lipstick and would put it on in the girls’ toilets. That was fine, but after 
they had put on their lipstick, they would press their lips against the mirror, leaving lots of little 
lip prints. Every night, the maintenance man would remove them and the next day, the girls 
would put them back on the mirror. Finally, the head teacher decided something had to be 
done. She called all the girls to the female toilets and also met the maintenance man there. She 
explained that all these lip prints were causing a major problem for the caretaker, who cleaned 
the mirror each evening. To demonstrate how difficult it had been to clean the mirror, she 
asked the maintenance man to show the girls how much work was required. He took out a 
long-handled squeegee, dipped it in the toilet and cleaned the mirror with it. Since then, there 
have been no lip prints on the mirror. There are teachers, and then there are educators. 
 

 
A middle-aged couple had two beautiful daughters but always talked about having a son. They 
decided to try one last time for the son they always wanted. The wife got pregnant and 
delivered a healthy baby boy. The joyful father rushed to the nursery to see his new son. He 
was horrified at the ugliest child he had ever seen. He told his wife: 'There's no way I can be the 
father of this baby, look at the two beautiful daughters I fathered! Have you been fooling 
around behind my back?' The wife smiled sweetly and replied: 'No, not this time!'  
 
Please continue to keep the news flowing; to Joe Murphy Mystical Rose Cottage 2 Flutorum 
Avenue Thornton by Kirkcaldy KY1 4BD or phone 01592 770331 or Email to 
joejmurphy1@gmail.com REMEMBER THE J IN THE MIDDLE or log onto 
www.elimarpigeons.com who wish my weekly contribution portfolio on pigeon topics from 
Scotland.  
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