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Messac OB Race

Jason Ross of Portsmouth
1st Open 1st SE Section
with “Feddy’s Boy”
The lovely weather conditions we had in April and the great racing our Convoyers and Race Advisors have given us so far this season has contributed to the amount of birds everyone still has to race. This is definitely reflected in 344 members sending 2855 pigeons to Messac. What a fantastic turnout for our second race. The line of flight looked good and with any last spots of rain in the west being driven away by the westerly winds Nigel liberated the birds at 8.30am. 
Also on board were some birds from Guernsey and Jersey which were liberated at 8.45am. A special thank you to Chris on Guernsey who kindly gave us a weather report and got it spot on for us. 
Apologies to the members at Frome marking station who had to endure the power cut. Thank you for your patience and consideration. Thank you also to the markers who had to mark by torch light.
If you’re going to have three pigeons drop together there’s no better time to do it than when you’re 1st, 2nd and 3rd Open which was the outcome for Jason Ross of Portsmouth. The first bird I timed at 12.21.39 named “Feddy’s Boy” as the Sire and the Dam have both topped the Solent Federation twice is a 2 year old Vandenabeele natural cock bred off my number one stock cock. He has now bred me seven individual 1st prize winners and a Classic winner who was also 1st Club, 36th Solent Fed from Messac the previous week. 
My 2nd and 3rd birds over the pad at 12.21.58 and 12.22.17 are also both Vandenabeeles. The 2nd a hen is raced on roundabout. Her sire is my BICC Alencon winner and the 3rd a cock bird is raced naturally.
All these pigeons were originally bred off the birds I purchased at the Tony Carter clearance sale. 

I would like to thank Richy Thomas and his wife Jane for looking after my birds whilst I was on holiday also Micky Harris for coming round at 9 o’clock every night to take down the shutters on my darkness youngsters and to everyone who phoned and texted to congratulate me. Also thanks to the Convoyer for looking after the birds as they came back in fantastic condition. Lastly, I would like to thank my partner Kala for the hard work she does as I couldn't do it without her.
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Feddy’s Boy.
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Jason and Kala.
What a fantastic season Harold “Chunky” Maplesden & Son of Portsmouth are having so far. This weekend sees them 4th Open 4th SE Section Classic with a yearling blue hen, another of their Kees Bosua pigeons from John Gerard who Chunky would like to thank once again, whilst two weeks ago he was topping the British Barcelona Club from Messac.

Chunky would like to say well done to Jason and the members of the Channel Club and thank them all for letting him race with them this year.
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Chunky Maplesden with his Loft Manager and Trainer.

5th Open 5th SE Section is Dek Jones of Havant.
I would like to start by congratulating Jason Ross on a fantastic performance also Chunky Maplesden on a great season so far, already a winner of a major race. 
The first two birds to arrive came together and were on the roundabout system. The first in the clock was a yearling blue hen bred by my good friend Dave Waterhouse of Wymering, Portsmouth, which was a sister to the ace pigeon in Opportunity Lofts One Loft Race 2010. 
The second pigeon to be clocked was a yearling blue chequer hen from my own family which has had only three channel races and has been in the clock three times scoring twice in the Solent Fed and now in the Classic.  
Firstly, I would like to thank my Mum who takes responsibility of all the stock pigeons from feeding to cleaning them out and producing some fantastic youngsters. Also I would like to thank my family with putting up with me on many unsuccessful Saturdays !! and lastly the convoying team,
as when the birds arrived back from Messac they were in great condition.
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Dek, Lauren and Emily Jones.
Steve & Paul Kulpa of Reading clocked a three year old slatey pied hen to take 1st NE Section.  Her sire is from our family of Meuleman X De Klak birds from the best of the Ponderosa UK Stud lines. Her Dam is a direct De Hough & Son recommended to us by Brian Keegan. This hen has been on form this season and was Paul’s main pool pigeon. She was our 3rd arrival from the NFC last week, she was 3rd Federation the previous week before that beaten by 2 loft mates, plus some good positions last year as well. She is raced on our own hen system which has given us great success over the years. All birds are fed on Gem widowhood mix supplied by Brian Wall.
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Paul and Steve Kulpa.
Into the 2nd and 3rd NE Section spot is Billy Gilbert from Basingstoke. 
Billy had two birds drop together from Messac. The first was a yearling Mealy cock racing back to a five day old chick, bred by friend Fred Reed. Fred breeds Billy some young birds every year. 
Second bird in was a 3 year old hen racing to eggs. She has raced steady in the Solent Fed and is bred out of our own family from Graham Chupka of Reading and our red and slatey lines. 

Billy would like to say thanks to Dave Hawthorne for taking the 
birds down to the marking station.
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Billy Gilbert with his Dad Carl.

Mr & Mrs Rob and Maureen Kerr from Gloucester take the 1st NW Section  spot. “We started racing pigeons again after a break of around 20 years or so. We decided to base our loft with one family of pigeons so therefore contacted a good friend of ours Keith Arnold and in 2007 we started with 24 of Keith’s Van Reet pigeons from his stock loft. 
We flew half of the 2008 season with the Gloucester Club and we were runners up highest prize winners. In 2009 we had quite another good season being runners up highest prize winners again. Also in 2009 we bought a few Paul Arnold Van Reet stock hens and these bred well with Keith’s, which showed up in 2010 when we were the highest prize winners in the Club and took the runners up Fed Averages.

We race roundabout and this year the hens have come well. The first section winner was a ‘Double A’ which was bred from a Keith Arnold cock and a Paul Arnold hen. Our next 4 birds were also hens. Paul Arnold has been supporting us on how to race hens successfully. The hen that took the 1st section won 1st club 12th Fed last year as a yearling and she flew every race in the programme.

We also came second and fourth club on Saturday from Carentan with the first pigeon into our loft also being a ‘Double A’ pigeon, but this time with a cock bird. 
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Rob and Maureen Kerr.
1st SW Section goes to Stephen & Tracey Bastable of Bournemouth. “Johnny’s Boy” was gifted to Stephen to try out from John Gerard who is a very good friend. THANKS JOHN. This 2 year old cock bird had a winter out and the only reason he was kept was because Stephen was short of cocks to race. 
Two weeks ago “Johnny’s Boy” was 1st club 4th Dorset Fed from Carentan. Stephen’s glad now that he gave him last week off from racing in preparation for this race. 
Stephen would like to say thanks to Brian Young for taking the photo and to Tracey his wife for putting up with the pigeons.
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Stephen Bastable.
2nd NW Section has gone to Steve Reed of Gloucester. Steve timed a 3 year old Janssen widowhood blue cock.
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Steve Reed and Charlie.
Terry and Janet Anderson from Poole are the SW Section Runners Up. Their pigeon is a yearling chequer cock Busschaert. The Dam is a gift hen from G & K Curtis (Thanks Kev). This is the bird's fourth Channel race this year. As a young bird he raced up to Ramsgate, winning 4th and 5th at other race points.  

Terry has been racing pigeons since 1956. Terry and Jan's birds can always be found in the Dorset Fed results and they have won the Fed Young Bird Averages for the last 2 years. They race on the roundabout system and feed Gem corn.
Recently, they have been 17th Open 5th Section and 43rd Open 12th Section  BBC Carentan. 41st Open 12th Section BBC Messac and in the Classic’s Carentan Race they were 18th Open 5th Section and 75th Open 12th Section. Very consistent flying, well done.
 [image: image11.jpg]



Terry and Janet Anderson.
Convoyers Report
Thursday dawned over Frome cattle market to full cloud cover and light
rain which sadly increased to heavy rain as marking got under way. All
birds were marked and loaded onto the transporter by mid day despite
loosing all power at the marking station for three quarters of an
hour.
The journey down to Southampton went without a hitch and the birds
from the Steventon and Harefield were loaded and we set off for
Portsmouth docks, arrived at 5.30 pm and the birds were fed and
watered.
The crossing to Caen was smooth but on arrival the skies were overcast
with light rain, after a long diversion due to road works we arrived
at Messac by mid day the rain had stopped but there was still full cloud cover and the outside temperature was 17.5 degrees.
All the birds were watered on arrival and all the doors were opened
for maximum air ventilation, the birds were all fed by 4.00 pm and the
sun was out raising the temp to a very pleasant 21.0 degrees.
Saturday dawned to clear blue skies and no wind and after a couple of
calls telling me that the early rain in the south west should move
through to the east by lunch time so I made the decision to liberate
at 08.30 and by the time the birds hit the coast line the rain should
have cleared.
The birds cleared to the north immediately into blue skies and no wind
at all but due to pick up to a W.S.W en route. Early reports given
that the rain did not clear as quickly as expected and it was still
raining in the north sections when the birds were returning.
So, no thanks to the Met Office the provisional showed that over 300
first bird verifications were made and returns were good which was
good to hear. Nigel.
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Messac Liberation.
Telephone verifications only and subject to change.
Open
Mem No
Flying Name
Town

A-A-T
Velocity
1
SE615
J Ross
Portsmouth
12
21
39
1596.050
2
SE615
J Ross
Portsmouth
12
21
58
1593.871
3
SE615
J Ross
Portsmouth
12
22
17
1591.698
4
SE271
H Maplesden & Son
Portsmouth
12
25
37
1589.620
5
SE234
D & K Jones
Havant
12
27
4
1585.048
6
SE234
D & K Jones
Havant
12
27
7
1584.714
7
SE53
Mr & Mrs B Wall
Havant
12
27
6
1579.224
8
NE410
S & P Kulpa
Reading
13
12
6
1578.079
9
SE472
M Shipp
Portsmouth
12
23
17
1576.182
10
SE784
Wearn Brothers 1
Ramsdean
12
39
5
1570.567
11
SE544
W Edwards
Gosport
12
25
7
1564.053
12
NE2
B Gilbert
Basingstoke
12
59
44
1562.488
13
NE2
B Gilbert
Basingstoke
12
59
46
1562.295
14
SE1254
C Edwards
Romsey
12
38
24
1558.599
15
NE457
Mr & Mrs E Upton
Newbury
13
11
46
1553.835
16
NE669
A  Hesketh
Farnborough
13
7
44
1549.767
17
SE1706
M G Vince
Gosport
12
27
6
1546.630
18
SE57
G W Lawrence
Portsmouth
12
29
6
1544.985
19
NE1331
J Derbyshire
Whitchurch
13
0
53
1539.142
20
NE410
S & P Kulpa
Reading
13
19
38
1537.033
21
SE310
M/M D Waterhouse
Portsmouth
12
32
54
1534.821
22
NE456
J & P Parker
Beenham
13
17
17
1530.781
23
NE317
E Smith & D Baker loft2
Swindon
13
29
1
1529.132
24
SE78
L Severe
Chichester
12
35
29
1528.703
25
SE302
J M Edwards
Southampton
12
37
48
1525.851
26
NE285
A D Crook
Thatcham
13
16
50
1525.290
27
SE1246
Ian & Scott Smith
Eastleigh
12
43
46
1519.159
28
SE18
P A Priddle
Southampton
12
37
51
1516.022
29
SE204
Tony  Wareham
Southampton
12
40
32
1515.619
30
SE202
B McIntosh
Southampton
12
39
0
1515.197
31
SE19
M/M Moody
Portsmouth
12
36
12
1514.594
32
SE167
F Bartlett & R Jones
Southampton
12
41
11
1513.631
33
SE929
Barrie Smith
Winchester
12
53
32
1508.386
34
SE1384
A Cowan
Southampton
12
36
52
1507.863
35
SE385
Mr & Mrs D Stickland
Southampton
12
41
14
1503.200
36
SE743
Mannor Lofts
Southampton
12
42
36
1502.162
37
SE255
G Matthews
Fareham
12
37
27
1499.766
38
NE352
M/M D Seery
Reading
13
26
16
1499.008
39
SE893
B Basham & Son
Southampton
12
47
6
1496.834
40
SE247
P Basham
Hamble
12
39
13
1491.000
41
NW7
M/M R Kerr
Gloucester
13
58
46
1490.911
42
SW464
S & T Bastable
Bournemouth
12
29
43
1490.372
43
NW29
S Reed
Gloucester
13
59
43
1489.861
44
SE94
P Abrook
Cowes
12
28
52
1489.195
45
SE600
Mr & Mrs C Lever
Romsey
12
49
37
1489.103
46
NE621
R J Lowe
Reading
13
31
50
1488.769
47
NW110
S Dangerfield & S Gearon
Stonehouse
13
51
7
1484.844
48
SE20
F & P Emery
Southampton
12
45
36
1482.797
49
SE937
R Thomas
Portsmouth
12
41
48
1480.516
50
NW251
Mr & Mrs M Doney
Stroud
13
53
36
1479.623
51
SE1276
G C Kingswood Cox
Southampton
12
42
25
1479.102
52
NE559
G R Seeney
Harwell
13
41
26
1477.783
53
SW1281
Mr & Mrs T Anderson
Poole
12
29
48
1477.540
54
SW59
Mr & Mrs M King
Blandford 
12
38
34
1476.497
55
SW102
P Waters
Salisbury
12
58
47
1474.321
56
SE70
D Brain
Portsmouth
12
42
24
1474.025
57
NE1727
M/M D J Noakes
Reading
13
32
38
1472.756
58
NW141
S D Luff & P Walker
Dursley
13
52
48
1472.277
59
SE162
R Harbour
Newport
12
31
42
1470.778
60
NE248
J Baden
Swindon
13
40
16
1470.013
61
NE497
D Hawthorne
Tadley
13
22
54
1469.273
62
SE447
J Tyerman
Bracklesham 
12
38
43
1468.707
63
SE69
Robertson & Vaizey
Portsmouth
12
41
14
1463.528
64
SE372
D M T Whitcombe
Southampton
12
50
23
1463.373
65
SE326
Mr & Mrs D Smith
Cowplain
12
50
0
1460.712
66
SE578
G Dingley
Eastleigh
12
53
47
1457.378
67
SE188
M Moon
Portsmouth
12
44
25
1456.862
68
SE26
S & L Harris
Havant
12
48
6
1456.645
69
SE1255
M/M B Norman
Southampton
12
50
26
1456.438
70
SE999
Opportunity Lofts
Havant
12
48
35
1455.670
71
SE363
Berry & Matthews
New Milton
12
36
1
1455.605
72
NW141
Mr & Mrs A Kane
Trowbridge
13
21
53
1454.108
73
SE1418
E Wiltshire
Newport
12
30
44
1452.969
74
NE573
Lloyd & Kelly
Steventon
13
49
17
1451.723
75
NW109
Mr & Mrs D Snook
Bristol
13
33
48
1448.489
76
NE396
Mr & Mrs B Dixon
Milton-Under-
14
9
55
1447.396
77
NW197
P Quainton
Chippenham
13
40
15
1447.117
78
NW14
J Kelly
Condicote
14
17
24
1446.543
79
NW123
Crowley & Green
Calne
13
35
23
1445.112
80
SW629
K & C White
Weymouth
12
29
5
1442.326
81
NW83
G Hancock
Devizes
13
27
47
1442.203
82
NE1156
Mr & Mrs C Merrills
Alvescot
14
0
32
1441.546
83
SE432
T Leggatt
Havant
12
50
16
1441.291
84
SE239
K & S Francis
Southampton
12
49
52
1440.723
85
SE498
P Harris
Cosham
12
49
2
1438.958
86
SW3
L J Fry
Dorchester
12
36
27
1438.349
87
SW157
C Carpenter & Son
Poole
12
37
1
1436.883
88
SW574
A Rose
Poole
12
37
7
1436.763
89
SE694
A Dukes
Cadnam
12
53
8
1436.078
90
NE1135
E Smith & D Baker
Swindon
13
45
38
1435.729
91
SW923
D Davies
Weymouth
12
32
3
1435.084
92
SW1731
M & G & M Ayles
Weymouth
12
30
21
1434.853
93
SW505
P J Hollard
Lytchett 
12
39
36
1434.387
94
SE125
R & R Clarke
Fareham
12
46
35
1434.298
95
SE31
Mr & Mrs M Whiddett
New Milton
12
39
7
1433.798
96
NW22
K Emery
Trowbridge
13
28
48
1432.406
97
NW582
W Morris
Elmore
14
11
15
1432.237
98
NE1717
L Hall
Oxford
14
6
42
1432.034
99
NW120
R E Taylor & Sons
Bristol
13
39
30
1431.910
100
SW590
W Woods
Shaftesbury
13
0
58
1431.711

SE Section
1
SE615
J Ross
Portsmouth
12
21
39
1596.050
2
SE615
J Ross
Portsmouth
12
21
58
1593.871
3
SE615
J Ross
Portsmouth
12
22
17
1591.698
4
SE271
H Maplesden & Son
Portsmouth
12
25
37
1589.620
5
SE234
D & K Jones
Havant
12
27
4
1585.048
6
SE234
D & K Jones
Havant
12
27
7
1584.714
7
SE53
Mr & Mrs B Wall
Havant
12
27
6
1579.224
8
SE472
M Shipp
Portsmouth
12
23
17
1576.182
9
SE784
Wearn Brothers 1
Ramsdean
12
39
5
1570.567
10
SE544
W Edwards
Gosport
12
25
7
1564.053
SW Section
1
SW464
S & T Bastable
Bournemouth
12
29
43
1490.372
2
SW1281
Mr & Mrs T Anderson
Poole
12
29
48
1477.540
3
SW59
Mr & Mrs M King
Blandford 
12
38
34
1476.497
4
SW102
P Waters
Salisbury
12
58
47
1474.321
5
SW629
K & C White
Weymouth
12
29
5
1442.326
6
SW3
L J Fry
Dorchester
12
36
27
1438.349
7
SW157
C Carpenter & Son
Poole
12
37
1
1436.883
8
SW574
A Rose
Poole
12
37
7
1436.763
9
SW923
D Davies
Weymouth
12
32
3
1435.084
10
SW1731
M & G & M Ayles
Weymouth
12
30
21
1434.853
NE Section
1
NE410
S & P Kulpa
Reading
13
12
6
1578.079
2
NE2
B Gilbert
Basingstoke
12
59
44
1562.488
3
NE2
B Gilbert
Basingstoke
12
59
46
1562.295
4
NE457
Mr & Mrs E Upton
Newbury
13
11
46
1553.835
5
NE669
A  Hesketh
Farnborough
13
7
44
1549.767
6
NE1331
J Derbyshire
Whitchurch
13
0
53
1539.142
7
NE410
S & P Kulpa
Reading
13
19
38
1537.033
8
NE456
J & P Parker
Beenham
13
17
17
1530.781
9
NE317
E Smith & D Baker loft2
Swindon
13
29
1
1529.132
10
NE285
A D Crook
Thatcham
13
16
50
1525.290
NW Section
1
NW7
M/M R Kerr
Gloucester
13
58
46
1490.911
2
NW29
S Reed
Gloucester
13
59
43
1489.861
3
NW110
S Dangerfield & S Gearon
Stonehouse
13
51
7
1484.844
4
NW251
Mr & Mrs M Doney
Stroud
13
53
36
1479.623
5
NW141
S D Luff & P Walker
Dursley
13
52
48
1472.277
6
NW141
Mr & Mrs A Kane
Trowbridge
13
21
53
1454.108
7
NW109
Mr & Mrs D Snook
Bristol
13
33
48
1448.489
8
NW197
P Quainton
Chippenham
13
40
15
1447.117
9
NW14
J Kelly
Condicote
14
17
24
1446.543
10
NW123
Crowley & Green
Calne
13
35
23
1445.112
Our next race is Tarbes on Friday June 24th. Marking will be on Tuesday 21st June 2011. Your last posting date is Saturday 18th June.

Don’t forget on this race we have the Dinner Presentation Mini Break for two + 2 dinner tickets. £1 per entry unlimited. 
	Here is a list of  trophy and nomination winners from our Carentan Old Bird Race, flown on Saturday 7th May 2011. 
R E Taylor & Sons (NW1206) – Rennes Cup, Reg Heynes & Son Trophy, NW Section Trophy, £150 Ponderosa UK Stud Voucher, a replica and a framed photograph of the winning pigeon.

B & D Young (SW509) – Runner Up Trophy, SW Section Trophy and replica.

Berry & Matthews (SE363) – SE Section Trophy and replica.

E Smith & D Baker Loft 2 (NE317) – NE Section Trophy and replica.

R A Jones & S Robins (NW1728) – Cotswold Trophy.

G Shelley, Russell & Son (NW68) - £50 for highest velocity by a New Member.

R E Taylor & Sons (NW1206) - £600 Lifetime Ring Nomination.

B & D Young (SW509) - £300 Lifetime Ring Nomination.
All section runners up receive a bottle of Orego-Stim.

G Shelley, Russell & Son (NW68)

A R Johnson (SW1681)

E Smith & D Baker Loft 2 (NE317)

J Attrill (SE405)



Clare Norman.
