
                                 

  

Midlands National Flying Club 

Throw Down The Gauntlet 

                 Response to the ‘Wouldn’t it be good if………? ’ article 

  A couple of weeks ago an article that I wrote in the fancy press with the  heading ’Wouldn’t 

it be good if….’ received quite a response with umpteen e-mails and letters supporting my 

thoughts on how to make cross channel racing more cost effective for both organisations 

and members. 

  I’m afraid the one negative letter was from Mr Shepherd who I fear completely missed the 

points that I raised in the piece when he takes me to task saying that his Combine is doing 

very nicely thank you. So in view of his comments and if his organisation is profitable then 

they have no need to ‘unite’ with anyone I suppose, if the membership of his Combine are 

indeed satisfied but surely if money could be saved would it not be sensible to try it?. 

  I will though still stand by my comments that many even if not all of the smaller 

Federations and classic clubs etc are struggling to be profitable and I do know that they are 

often forced to make cost cutting measures to ‘balance the books’.  These are the 

organisations that my article was really aimed at. So far from being ‘insulting’ as Mr 

Shepherd writes it was in truth an attempt to be both helpful and constructive. In view of 

the many positive comments that the piece generated it is clear as day that there are many 

fanciers who agree with me on this one. 

  My own club the Midlands National Flying Club have taken my thoughts on board and 

already have a couple more Federations enquiring about the prospects of racing with the 

MNFC and duplicating back to their Federation. To encourage their unconvinced members 

the ‘Midlands’ is prepared to allow all of these interested organisations to be convoyed with 

us whether already members or not to send with us on a ‘One Year Probationary Period’ as 



long as they are prepared to pay the full birdage fee and abide by our other conditions. This 

will allow these members to sample the ‘buzz’ of national racing without the absolute need 

to commit for a year. Obviously both I and the club feels that to gain all of the advantages of 

flying in the MNFC with all the prizes and trophies that are on offer to be flown for then the 

£30 membership fee is well worth signing up to. We are confident that when National racing 

is sampled and tasted that the non-members will be keen to sign up and gain all of the many 

advantages of the good race programme, superb prizemoney and remember that it was 

recently announced by the committee that for 2015 the prize pot has been increased by an 

extra £2,000 per race and not just the excellent 5 Star transportation afforded by the club’s 

superb Geraldy pigeon transporters. 

 

  When the decision was made by the MNFC’s committee to allow these other organisations 

to apply to ‘join us’ at our meeting on the 22nd February it was also agreed that if others 

wished to unite with us we would be open for applications up to the 28th March. So if your 

organisation is in the club’s radius and you feel that the MNFC can be of help then get your 

application in ASAP to any of the Secreterial team or ring the club on 01782 624440. I 

believe that this decision will be of benefit to all of the parties concerned and help to 

continue long distance pigeon racing which is slowly dying in many areas due to both 

finances and dwindling memberships. 

  Right on to other items of news from the meeting. 

 MNFC Website and Database First of all the club is working on updating its website and 

database to further improve the members and other visitors experience when viewing the 



MNFC website. As with all things there will be a cost but as the World Wide Web is the 

future surely it will be money wisely spent as the number of members paying subs and 

entering the races online is growing at a very healthy rate as it is clear that more and more 

fanciers are becoming computer literate. 

MNFC Drug Control The club is determined to continue its ‘crusade’ against the use illegal 

use of  prohibited performance enhancing products by carrying out more testings in 2015 

including screening race baskets which will give the club a clear indication where possible 

problems exist. The club hopes that rather than catch people that these measures will 

persuade members to keep their birds ‘clean’. Though some believe that the problem 

doesn’t exist believe me following the events of 2014 in Western Europe as a whole, I’m 

afraid that it really does! 

2015 Ancenis Race  The club is pleased to announce that the race from Ancenis this year will 

include an extra race which will be open to all RPRA members within the clubs radius. This 

race will be called  the MNFC ‘Poppy Appeal’ Open Race and there will be a magnificent 

trophy up for grabs to the race winner as well as £700 in guaranteed prizemoney which will 

increase with the size of support for the event and most importantly the club will donate a 

good percentage of the profit to British Legion Poppy Appeal fund which I am sure members 

will agree is a most worthy cause. I would like to commend Stoke on Trent’s Jason Barnett 

for his suggestion to support this fund. Nice one Jason. 

  The committee though hasn’t forgotten to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of our first race 

flown in 1965 by calling this year’s Ancenis race The MNFC Ancenis ‘2,000 Guineas’ with a 

fine special trophy and addition cash’ up for grabs’ to celebrate the MNFC’s half century of 

pigeon racing. 

  Surely this latest announcement is good reason for long distance enthusiasts to join our 

ranks and experience the very best in pigeon racing. Application Forms are available on our 

affore mentioned website or by contacting me by either e-mail on mikelakin16@yahoo.com 

or by phone on 01782 624440. 
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