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                                               BHW/The Joe Murphy 

                                         Sporting Challenge 2009 

Flown in conjunction with the SNFC 

I’m now in my seventh year of coordinating the Sporting Challenge which was first created to help promote the sport of pigeon racing within Scotland, with the main purpose being to have a one bird nomination competition emerging between fanciers that compete against each another in the SNFC Gold Cup race from Alencon with their nominated birds. The highest placed bird on the open result becomes the outright winner of the sporting challenge. The selection for entry into the challenge is I ask the first 2 fanciers in each of the 7 region from the previous year’s Gold Cup race if they wished to partake in the sporting challenge. Not all of these winners wish to take part which is their choice and of my original 20 fanciers invited one has already dropped out and I do not have time to replace him so in 2009 we have 19 fanciers taking part. The previous years winner is always asked back to defend the trophy and I’m happy to say that Richard Combe of Elphinstone has accepted this year’s challenge and is going for the ‘Treble’ with his champion blue hen Seton Park Caelan. Last year was one of the best we have experienced in the sporting challenge with 5 birds making the open result as a gesture of respect I invited these fanciers back into the challenge this year and I’m happy to say that 3 of them accepted the invite, the other fancier has stopped his pigeon and put it in the stock loft and we wish him every success with her offspring. The other invites when to my Fancier of the year Dennis Anderson of Annan and the runner up Jock & Willie Strang & son Tyrone of California from the North West federation. This year I have given the fanciers the opportunity of introducing a reserve pigeon in the event of them loosing their original candidate. This seems to have been well received although more work for myself I have found it very interesting compiling the information on these wonderful pigeons. 

Awards

The most important aspect of the sporting challenge is THE PIGEON also the sportsmanship involved in winning trophies and diplomas on offer. I believe that this is the fundamental reason the sporting challenge has captivated many readers over the past six years.   Our main trophy is to the winner of the Sporting Challenge with another beautiful trophy for the runner up to our main award. We also have a Bird of the Year trophy with nominations from fanciers within the sporting challenge. Each fancier who participates also receives a diploma and a special memento trophy as a keepsake of taking part in the sporting challenge. . 

Dave Harrison Memorial trophy

Within the sporting challenge is the establishment of a Team Award competition with the Dave Harrison Memorial trophy competed for on an annual basis. Feedback from previous contestants is that the team competition helps build a friendly competitive bond with each team members that continues to this day even although they are not in the sporting challenge. 

This year 2009 there are 19 fanciers competing which results in 4 teams of 4 and 1 team of 3, the names were drawn by a girl at my work and are as follows; 

Team One: Dave Hamilton; Richard Combe; J J M Gillon; Billy Jamieson.

Team Two: White & Baird; Maskame & Mackie; Jimmy Urquhart; Dennis Anderson.

Team Three: Jim Woods; Mike Binnie; Jock & Willie Strang & son Tyrone; Jim Doig.

Team Four; Tom & Mary Patterson; George Rankin & son Gareth; John Cosgrove & son John; Andy Miller. 

Team Five; George & Colin Rae; Craig Halbert and Donald McDonald     

New Introduction 

Last year I introduced a new idea into the sporting challenge with a young bird EXCHANGE; this was open to anyone within the British Isles and I received 28 names. The winners of the breeder and racer each received annual engraved trophy, as well as a beautiful engraved trophy to keep as a souvenir`, along with a small memento and a diploma in recognition for winning this young bird exchange. 

This year I had an increase in fanciers wishing to join and I’m happy to announce we have 44 fanciers taking part; from Fraserburgh in the North to Manchester in the south. 

The draw for the exchange is as follows;

Joe Allan Easthouses

&
Ryan Hay Banff

Graham Mitchell Patna  

&
Dave Baldie & Son St Andrews 

Richard Thornhill Irvine  

&
W Kinnear & Son Edinburgh 

Alex Wight Lochgelly
  
&
Robert Higgins Fraserburgh   


Stewart Bros Stirling

&
George Appleton Denton Manchester

Jack Blackhurst Easthouses 
& 
Derek & Linda Hay Kirkintilloch  

Kevin Murphy Arbroath 

&  
Walker Kennedy Dunfermline  

Austin Whittaker Methil 

& 
Mr. & Mrs Guenther Dumfries  

Gibby Reid Aberdeen  

&  
Mike Currie Moffat 

Bruce McKenzie Dundee 

& 
Roy Ingram Perth 

George Brown Dundee  

& 
Maskame & Mackie Peterhead

Dave Pirie Aberdeen
  
&
George Rankin & Son Larkhall

Harry Hailwood Peterhead
& 
R & R Armit Newburgh 

Eggy Jamieson Galashiels 
& 
Telfer & Beattie Dundee

Alan Ritchie Banff

&
Dougie Cunningham Methil 

Willie Cherrie Loanhead 

&
Kenny Young Kilmarnock

Clint Williams Peterhead 

&
Kieran Jamieson Galashiels

Willie Donachie Dundee

& 
E Blows, Sons & Sanderson Cumbria

B Rigby & son Hartlepool
&
C & M Jarvis Cardenden

Bill Pirie Annan


& 
Mick McGuire Dumbarton 
Andy Miller Edinburgh

&
Alex Buchan St Combs Aberdeenshire

Irvine Buchan Peterhead 

&
Jim O Hare Stevenston Ayrshire 

As I have previously stated the youngsters exchanged between the above named fanciers will be judged at the end of the year and the best accomplished youngster judged on PERFORMANCE/S ONLY will be our outright winner. The reason for this new innovation was another way of promoting the sport and at the same time introducing fanciers to each other in the hope that a friendship can flourish between these fanciers. These 44 fanciers took up the challenge and entered in true sportsmanship and they had no idea of my next expansion of this young bird exchange

The sporting challenge is not about making money hence the reason I’m prepared to give; £600 back in prize money to these fanciers in appreciation for their support in joining in the young bird exchange. The remainder of the money will be used to purchase trophies for the 2009 winners, postage and administration costs. 

1st prize winner will now receive £150 prize to each of the breeder and racer winners; 

2nd prize winner will receive £100 each to the breeder and racer; 

3rd prize winners will receive £50 each to the breeder and race winners; 

The winners of the competition each receive the annual trophy, as well as a beautiful engraved trophy to keep as a souvenir and a diploma in recognition for winning this young bird exchange. I have also received sponsorship of a bottle of Malt Whisky for each of the 1st prize breeder & racer winners.

The breeder and race prize winners along with all the above fanciers who are taking part will be invited to our presentation night on Friday night the 6th November 2009 at the Hillcroft Hotel Whitburn West Lothian. I do hope as many of the contestants as possible will join us at our award ceremony going by last years introduction the young bird exchange this was a resounding success and will continue as a feature of the sporting challenge schedule. 
2009 Contestants 

As I have stated above there are 5 teams of contestants so I will break this down and do an article on each team over the next 5 weeks; this should make it more interesting and at the same time not burdening the staff at the BHW office. Before I highlight each individual bird taking part in the Sporting Challenge I also asked every fancier taking part for some details on their own management; lofts as well as details on their candidate and we start off with and last years winner Richard Combe.  

TEAM ONE 
Setonpark Caelan

Raced by Richard Combe 

Elphinstone; East Lothian 
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Setonpark Caelen

Hello Joe, sorry to take so long to reply but I've been away quite a bit with work lately and I never seem to have enough time to do everything that needs to be done when at home. I finished making some alterations to the nest boxes yesterday and have only just started to introduce the birds to their prospective partners today so I'm a bit behind where I would normally be at this time of year; however I'll just have to make the best of it! 

I will enter "Setonpark Caelan" again this year Joe although it is a long time to the race and as we all know too well there can be many trials and tribulations along the way, I feel I must give her the chance to "do the treble" if it is at all possible! 

I know its going over old ground but I will give you an update on her career up to now. As a young bird she flew a full 8 race program being 1st bird to the loft from the Selby race and competed in the young bird national from Cheltenham. As a yearling she flew 4 races to Newark (215 miles) before being prepared for the inland national SNFC Newbury. She performed very well there winning 91st open flying to overdue eggs. Within a few days of coming home she left the nest and began pairing up to her cock which left her on target for 7 day young bird at the SNFC Falaise race basketting. She was in great form so despite her being a yearling she was included in training for the channel race. In the build up to the race I had several older hens that I strongly fancied for the race but Setonpark Caelan was a match for them and was very keen on her baby so I decided to let her take her chance. This turned out to be a reasonably hard national with few day pigeons but I had a good race timing 4 birds in the space of 30 minutes early the second morning to win 35th, 41st, 45th and 64th open. With Setonpark Caelan being my 2nd arrival winning the 41st open position justifying my decision to send her to the race. She took the race well and I looked forward to her 2 year old career with great anticipation. Her target was SNFC Alencon race and she had a quiet season in the build up to the Gold Cup race having a couple of short races before her final preparation race from Peterborough (240 miles) which happened to be the federation open race. She went to that race having been lifted for Alencon so was flying to an empty nest and caused a little surprise by winning 4th club and 6th open federation, narrowly beating a red hen that was in the same situation. With that result and the hard training still to come I was very hopeful that these 2 hens would do well in the Alencon SNFC Gold Cup with Caelan being just a slight favourite. It was all going to plan when the red hen who had been 2nd to the loft from Peterborough was timed on the night to win 12th open Alencon I was sure that wherever the first one was the other was sure to be close behind so was expecting Caelan to be just behind her. It was with some surprise and disappointment that I controlled the clock with no further arrivals. Caelan arrived the following morning being my 3rd bird home but she just missed the result. However, she had a very good excuse as she had been sliced open by a wire and had a deep cut on her breast and crop. From observing the condition of the injury it was clear that it had happened on the first day and was certainly severe enough to force her to stop. I’m pretty sure she would have been a day pigeon Joe but for that and consider her to be very much the equal of the 12th open hen. She was then entered for the 2007 Gold Cup race and my entry into your sporting challenge competition. As we now know Setonpark Caelan was the only pigeon to make the open result in fact she was the only pigeon home in race time winning 23rd section B 78th open timed at 10.48am second morning recording a velocity of 816 for the 533 miles. In 2008 Setonpark Caelan was timed at 09.27am second morning and achieved her highest open position when she won 3rd section B 9th open SNFC Alencon; I timed in a second pigeon 11 minutes later to win 4th section B and 10th open. 

Caelan’s breeding: - Neither her sire or dam were successful racers but were well bred. Her sire was a very well bred cock, a direct son of my 4th open Rennes hen (1996) paired to a stock cock grandson of Howden Gold 1st open Rennes and my own Sapphire winner of 5th, 29th and 31st open SNFC; who in turn produced a 47th open Messac among others. Caelan’s dam was the result of a cross with the cock (4975) bred from our usual family and the dam (5344) an incomer.  4975 was steeped in the best of our distance birds being a nephew of Midnight Son and related to many other winners. 4975 won 176th open SNFC Newbury; while 5344 was purchased by my son Jamie for £10 at an SNFC squeaker sale. She was a small blue hen with no pedigree other than that she was a Van Loon bred by George Harris. She turned out to be an absolute bargain when she topped the federation and also won 21st open SNFC Hastings from a distance of 370 miles. May I wish everyone taking part in your sporting challenge in 2009 every success and lets hope we have as good a race as last year when so many of your sporting challenge entries made the open SNFC result. 
Setonpark ‘84’

My 'reserve' will be a blue chequer 2 year old hen named Setonpark 84 she is from 1095 - a son of Midnight Son my SNFC Gold Award winner when paired to 140. This hen won 9th section B, 35th opens Falaise and is a daughter of '35' my 2nd & 10th open SNFC Chenoise and 31st open SNFC Tours winner. The dam of 84 is 6510 - a hen bred specially for stock. 6510 is from 822 when paired to his half-sister 132. 822 won 7th section B 18th open SNFC Tours and 132 won 2nd section B 12th open Alencon; 16th section B 60th open Alencon and 9th section B 39th open Tours. 822 and 132 are from one of the best stock cocks I have ever had and are closely related to several good SNFC cross-channel prize winners. 

Setonpark 84 had 5 races as a youngster; these being Ripon, Tow Law, Northallerton, Thirsk and Selby. As a yearling she had only 3 races starting at Newark on 7th June, then into Thirsk on 14th June and finally SNFC Eastbourne on 23rd June where she won  96th section B, 349th open and the way she homed from this last race gives me hope that she will do the business if I can get her fully fit. 

I hope this is sufficient for you Joe and I look forward to reading about all the other 'Challenge' entries and hope they can all make it safely to the starting line. 

Best wishes for the coming season to you and Kevin; kindest regards Richard
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Setonpark 84

Jean’s Bluebell

Race by Dave Hamilton 

Kennoway; Fife 

Dave wrote saying ‘I started the birds in 1970 the year before you and Margaret joined the then strong Kennoway club; I started off with birds from club members and some from Smith of Cantsdam near Kelty in Fife, these were good birds. Later on George Brownlee of Carluke gave me some good birds and I bought 3 birds at the entire clearance sale of Davie Rose of Aberdeen and I continue on these lines in my loft today. I have 3 lofts; the main racing loft is 16 foot by 7foot 6 inches and was built by Jock and Tyrone Strang of California. The young bird loft in 7 foot by 6 foot and I have a small 6 foot by 4 foot stock loft which holds my 2 pairs. I also have a 10 foot by 8 foot hut for baskets; feeding etc. I love racing pigeons every week during the season but distance racing is my favourite Joe. This year I will pair the natural birds up on 21st February and the stock birds at the same time; the base of my family is MacIntyre of Greengairs; a pair from Honeysuckle lofts and a pair from Robert Cormack of Winchburgh crossed with the late Jock Traill of Thornton. Every year I breed about 30 to 32 young birds stopping what I’m short of either cocks or hens before the longer young bird races. I give my distance birds mostly hens 4 races up to Leicester, and then set them up for the intended race. All except my Tours candidates they will go to the inland national from Newbury and then into the 600 mile event. My winter feeding consists of beans, barley and wheat from a local farmer; my racing feeding is All Round mixed with an Irish mixture; I also like to give the bird’s oilseed rape and peanuts sparingly; and I’m a great believer in using Canadian Maples for rearing youngsters; however I had problems trying to obtain them this year so purchased squeaker mixture instead. Joe my sporting challenge nomination is Jean’s Bluebell named after my wife Jean; her sire is a 9 year old Kuyper Brothers purchased at Louella and her dam is a 9 year old blue hen George Brownlee’s crossed with Dave Rose. As a young bird Jean’s Bluebell had 6 races including the young bird national from Cheltenham being clocked on the day. As a yearling she had only 3 races, returning home from an Otterburn race without a tail and only had the comeback Ripon race later that year. As a 2 year old she had 5 races including Maidstone and Eastbourne, she was steady without scoring or having a night out. As a 3 year old she had four races up to Leicester a distance of 260 miles; she then received 4 training tosses and was sent sitting 12 days to Alencon to win 5th section C 12th Open Alencon in 2008. She will receive the same treatment again in 2009 for the Gold Cup race and your wonderful sporting challenge Joe. 
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Jean’s Bluebell

Emma Jane  

My reserve bird is named after my grand daughter Emma Jane, this 3 year old chequer hen is bred from my Honeysuckle stock pair that I bought 3 years ago. As a young bird Emma Jane had 2 races Kelso 2 and Otterburn 1. As a yearling she had 6 races furthest point being Leicester; then as a 2 year old she had four races to Leicester being 2nd bird to the loft twice, she is a very reliable hen and a good type for the distance. Please extend my best wishes to everyone within your sporting challenge Joe, I didn’t think I would be taking part this year; however as other fanciers have declined your invitation I deem it a great honour to enter my pigeons to compete amongst the class birds in the challenge yours Dave’.
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Emma Jane

Saint Peter 

Race by J J M Gillon 

Motherwell; Lanarkshire
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Saint Peter

News from Mark Gillon who flies in partnership with his father Josie and his brother Joseph as J J M Gillon; Mark wrote ‘Hi Joe, just dropping you a note with the information on our entries into your sporting challenge. To say we are delighted to take part in the sporting challenge would be an understatement, when we received your letter we were ecstatic. To be included along with the other top fanciers from throughout Scotland is indeed an honour and we thank you most sincerely Joe. 

I started keeping pigeons in 1977 racing in the Holytown Flying Club for the past 29 years; I joined the SNFC in 1990 and ‘love’ the national racing Joe just like you do. Joseph joined the partnership in 1997 and Mark who raced pigeons with another fancier joined in 2000 after I was diagnosed with a very high count of pigeon lung.  

We keep 15 pair of stock birds and we breed in the region of 70 to 80 for our race team, we have a 20 foot by 12 foot apex roof loft with 2 sections and we call this the SNFC Loft. We also have a 16 foot by 8 foot apex roundabout loft, our young bird loft is a 12 foot by 8 foot and our stock loft has 15 breeding boxes in it. Our family of birds consists of Jamison and Simpson of Cleghorn; Mr & Mrs Cannon’s blood; John Ellis of Wellbank near Dundee; the Late Andrew Deans of Bothwell; Jim Cullen of Uddingston; John McNeil of Broxburn and Jockey Harrison of Coalburn. I will pair the birds up on the 5th of March and they compete in the strong Lanarkshire federation programme having 5 races out to the 250 mile mark, the birds are raced on the roundabout system.  Our first choice is our red chequer cock called St Peter as he is as hard as a rock, he was raced as young bird out to 150 miles having 6 races in the process; as a matter of interest Joe he won 2nd Lanarkshire Social Circle from Hexham. As a yearling he won 5th club 16th open Lanarkshire open from Leicester, he then went into the SNFC Newbury race and arrived home the next day. As a 2 year old he was raced to Uttoxeter then he had the 2 come back races from Appleby then into Falaise with the SNFC winning 29th section E 112th open and in the same duplicate race with Lanarkshire federation he won 6th section 33rd open. His breeding is down from the well known west section fancier the late Jockey Harrison from Coalburn bloodlines on both sides of his sire and dams pedigree.

Stella Marcis

[image: image7.jpg]



Stella Marcis


Our reserve bird is a chequer hen who flew steady as a young bird out to 219 mile; then as a yearling she was trained privately to approximately 80 mile then sent to the extra race with the SNFC this year from Ypres, she was the 1st yearling timed into the west section winning 3rd section E 15th open from a distance of 445 miles. The name we have picked for this bird is Stella Marcis named after the ‘Star of the Sea’. Stella Marcis is a Jamieson & Simpson from their Eric Cannon bloodlines. I will finish off by wishing everyone within your sporting challenge Joe every success with their candidates and I look forward to reading your update on the other entries, good luck to Kevin as well this year and we will look out for his name on the national results yours Mark Gillon.   


White Socks 

Raced by Billy Jamieson 

Annan; Solway
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White Socks

Hi Joe, firstly can I thank you for the invite into your wonderful sporting challenge competition, I have read all your excellent articles on some wonderful birds over the years and it is indeed a privilege to take part in 2009. My entry into the sporting challenge is a 6 year old blue hen known as ‘White Socks’; She got her name simply because as a youngster she had very light coloured legs in contrast to the blue body and the name simply stuck. As a youngster she was raced with the Solway federation from Ripon to Leicester a distance of 187 miles. In 2004 she was flown to Leicester only as she was paired to a cock that was in my channel team. In 2005 she won 24th section A 160th open Alencon, and in 2006 she won 26th section A 49th open Alencon. In 2007 she was raced to SNFC Eastbourne only due to the outbreak of bird flu. In 2008 she raced from Appleton, Mangotsfield, and then the SNFC Newbury race winning 36th section A 76th open. I then gave her 4 training tosses from Appleton and jumped her right into the SNFC Alencon race and she duly won 2nd south region 2nd section A and 67th open. ‘White Socks’ sire was a blue cock that was lost racing from Huntington as a yearling, his sire was a millennium bred by Paul Houihan of Liverpool whose bloodlines are Van Bruane, Hybrecht, William Geerts and Wildemeersch. His dam is a blue chequer pied purchased at the Solway federation young bird sale and bred by Willie McCulloch & son of Dalbeattie; this hen is closely related to their 1st open SNFC Rennes winner. The dam of ‘White Socks’ is a blue chequer who was my best young bird racer in her first year on the road, winning; 5th club Ripon; 4th club & 13th open Solway federation Leicester unfortunately Joe she was lost racing from Huntingdon as a yearling, her nest brother has been a very good pigeon over the years wins include 18th section A 84th open SNFC Alencon 2005. The sire of these two birds was a 1997 bred blue chequer cock who won 30th section A 87th open SNFC Messac in 2000 he is now at stock and is the sire and grandsire of many of my club and national prize winners. This cock is the last son of the old McKay cock who was purchased at McKay Brothers of Ecclefechan clearance sale and he turned out to be a great producer. Blood of this cock was from the late Tom Little of Creca and my uncle Matt Jamieson of Annan (through Ewart Warwick of Brydekirk 1st section SNFC Nantes winning hen). His dam is a blue purchased at Joe Shore of Comberbach’s entire clearance sale; her breeding was predominantly Van Hee. His dam is a 2000 bred dark hen who won 1st club 4th fed Blandford 300 miles 8th club Clermont 460 miles, and the dam of this hen was a dark Busschaert hen purchased as an eight year old at Millholland of Longtown’s clearance sale. This hen proved to be a remarkable producer and in three years breeding left her mark on the loft, she was bred by Jeff Dixon of Carlisle. I will turn down your invitation for a reserve pigeon Joe and go it alone with White Socks, may I finish off by wishing all the other competitors all the very best in the sporting challenge which is a great endorsement to the sport in Scotland. I know from talking to people in the south section they try very hard to be in the first 3 in the south section from Alencon; so that they can compete in the sporting challenge the following year and I’m proud and honoured to take part this year 2009, keep up the good work Joe you do a wonderful job for the sport.  

To be continued 

© Joe Murphy Sporting Challenge coordinator  
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