Rhondda Valley Federation

It’s about time that I should catch up with all the information and prize presentation nights that I have been privileged to attend over the last few months. Firstly I would like to apologise for the delay in sending the notes in, I have been really busy with my new job since taking redundancy from my previous employer and time as been limited.

Starting with my own club at Penygraig, the 2009 winnings were given out recently, Arnold and Keith Davies were top prize winners in this competitive club, this top partnership won 8 x 1st club , most points young birds and most points overall, plus winnings in the region of £500 to cap a good season. They were also unlucky enough to take 2ND National at Folkestone Young Birds and Lillers Young bird in 2009, this brings this partnerships total of 2nd national wins to around 10 x 2nd national, an incredible record by any ones standard.  

Runners – up were Dunn son Seal, they take 6 x  1st club, plus old bird points and Overseas points, plus cash winnings of £340 for good measure.

Kevin Andrews was next, he takes 5 x 1st club, highlight being only bird in on the day from Bonn and one of only 6 on the day in the fed. Kevin also flew well with the young birds, he also picked up around £240 in pools and prizes.

Williams Jones & Davies were next in, they were consistent throughout the season winning only 1 x 1st but picking up a stack full of other cards, they also have winnings of around  £120 perhaps Glyn will buy some biscuits to go with the tea and coffee when you visit.

These were followed by Brett Jones, who has now gone into partnership with the above, Brett only flew young birds, highlight of which was taking the first 3 in the opening race, he wins around the £100 mark in pools and prizes.

Martin Jarman & Green are  level on points with Brett, 21 points, highlight for Martin was winning Lillers old birds, with a very good fed and combine position, he also wins again from Newbury old birds .

Gill Bros started back with young birds in 2009, they finish off the season in style winning the final comeback race and a total of 15 points, Kenny Abbot takes a number of positions in the club, just pipped for the 1st prizes, although Kenny did win the 2- bird club and  £200 in winnings to go with it. Anstee bros had a couple of good ones out of Bonn taking 2nd and 3rd club and fed positions to go with it, with Kennny Moon and Rob Street taking minor positions and pools, this rounded off another good season for the Penygraig members.

Following Evening It was the turn of my other club, Tonypandy to give the silver ware out for the year. Once again there was a good turn out, with Roz Port and Kath Honeyfield preparing an outstanding buffet once again, we were entertained by Jack Dooley, a superb singer/comedian, he really kept everyone on their toes.

Top prize winners for 2009 was Isles, Lewis and Son, Layton, Laura, Luke and Laura’s father Gerald, they really excelled with the young birds, winning the fed from Newbury and 2nd fed from Lillers, they won 7x 1st, 5 x 2nd and4 x 3rd club, with prize and pool money coming to £303, well deserved top prize winners.

Runners- up were Street and Hughes, Roy and Les were another loft that had a good season club and fed wise, they actually topped the Rhondda Valley fed 3 weeks running, with over 4000 pigeons each week. In the club they win 4x1st, 4 x 2nd and 5 x 3rd club, with cash winnings coming to £273.26.

Next on the list were Dunn Son Seal, these had a really good old bird season, but didn’t fly young birds in 2009, they won 4 x 1st, 2 x 2nd  and 4x 3rd club , with  cash winnings of £190. Watkins son Cockcroft followed these, Gareth wins  

2 x 1st club and 3 x 2nd club, plus cash winnings of £133.02.

Keith and Liam English are next, these flew a good old bird, highlight was 1st club Lillers, where they also take top fed and combine positions, they also won Newbury old birds and a total of £167.17.

Gerald Honeyfield will look back on 2009 as one to remember, highlight for Gerald was taking 1st fed Folkestone, also topping the Welsh combine from the race point, this is the 2nd time that Gerald has topped the combine, previously winning from Messac a few seasons back. You can rely on Gerald to get a good one when they turn up. Congratulations from all the members on another excellent performance Gerald.

Moving down the list Brian Fitzgerald is next, Brian only fly’s a small team, this year he picks up 1x1st and 2 x 2nds, with cash winnings of £75.28, Brian is Followed by Jason Bright, Jason is another who only fly’s a small team to a back garden loft, again like Brian, he is very competitive, Jason has 2 wins to his credit and £75.28 in pools.

Next in line is the fastest Taxi driver around, Billy Moon, Billy is building up a nice strong team for 2010, this year he has an number of positions, but couldn’t quite capture the 1st place, Billy takes home £66.57. The rest of the prizes and Money were shared out amongst Gary Davies, Darren and Keiron Morrissey and Lee Davies to complete the presentation.

The following week we were invited up to Maerdy for a joint presentation of the Maerdy club and the Rhondda 600 mile social circle. This turned out to be another excellent evening, with a nice buffet prepared by the Pugh family and a very good girl duo, who really could sing.

Starting with the Maerdy club first, this club is not only the biggest club in the Rhondda, it really is very competitive, I believe that this club in 2009 have won 7 x 1st  Rhondda valley fed and 2 x 1st Welsh South East Combine between the members.

Top prize winners this year go to Davies and Evans, it was a really close run thing with only half a point separating them from the runners up spot. The two Bryn’s really excelled with the young birds, taking the first 9 positions in the club and fed in the first young bird race, that’s how the rest of the young bird season went, they topped the fed 3 times and had the first 4 pigeons into South Wales from the Maidstone national. They finished off winning the young bird averages in the Rhondda Valley Federation.A young bird season that you only dream about. 
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Davies and Evans – Rhondda valley Young bird average winners – 3 x 1st fed 2009

Runners- up in the club are Morris Pugh and Whitcombe, as good as Davies and Evans flew Young Birds, this partnership flew Old birds. They were twice 1st Welsh Combine from Lillers and Brussels, over 5000 pigeons each time, they were 1st Welsh South East National from Brussels, 2nd National Lillers, plus a total of 4 x 1st Rhondda Valley Fed, you can see why they were crowned Rhondda Valley Fed champions in2009.

Next came Silver Maybe and Lewis, this partnership again flew well, taking 3 x 1st clubs and a nice amount of pool money to keep them happy over the winter. These were Followed by Rogers and James, who were unlucky not to top the fed themselves, just pipped on a number of occasions by the top two lofts. Holland Bros had a number of positions with the highlight of the season taking 1st club Bonn, only pigeon on the day in the club and only one of 6 in the fed on the day, superb performance from this difficult race.

Others to receive silver ware and pool money included Jones Bros, M/M Downes  and R.Lhomme, hopefully I haven’t missed anyone out who was there on the night, my memory isn’t so sharp these days!!!., apologies if I have.

After the Maerdy pay out it was the turn of the Rhodda 600 mile Social Circle.Praise must go to Kenny Abbot who shows a real passion to keep this presentation going, he keeps the records up to date and it’s a who’s who of top Rhondda fanciers who have won these beautiful trophies over the  last 45 years or more.

In 2009 it was the turn of the Jones Bros, Tudor husband of Gail from the Welsh Homing union office who put up a tremendous performance from the German race point of Heilbronn. Tudor sent 3 and takes 1st,3rd and 4th prizes in this club, no mean feet at 600 miles and a performance to be proud of. Runners up, can’t keep them out of the result are Davies and Evans who timed early the following morning to secure this spot.

Talking to Gail Jones, she asked me to give a thanks to everyone who bought her Welsh cakes in aid of the Velindre Cancer Charity at the welsh Fanciers trust show in November, with the help of the Trust as well, who topped up the donations to make a superb £1000 donation to this very worth wile cause.
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Gail presenting the cheque for £1000 to Velindre hospital

Maerdy Breeder Buyer 

The first breeder buyer sale was a success with the birds making just over £2000, the club have guaranteed a first prize of £1500, split between breeder/buyer. Make a date for the next sale which is Sunday 28th February, starting at 2pm at the Maerdy British legion club. This race is open to all members of the Welsh South East Combine and is flown from Folkestone.

You can either put a young bird in the pen on the day or enter as usual first bird back for £10, second or more goes up for auction. The club have decided to put up an extra prize of £100 for the first young bird home from the race that was entered in the pen on the day. For further details give Charlie Silver a ring on 07896799425 or Robert Pugh on 07814 736935

Maerdy £100 Ring Nomination

The club are running this race again in 2010, again from Folkestone, the money to be paid by the first young bird race, with the ring number to be given in on the night of basketing for the Folkestone race. Velocities must be in within 72 hours of clocking

For further details give Charlie Silver a ring on 07896799425 or Robert Pugh on 07814 736935

Penywaun SEPC Ring Nomination

This new club in the Rhondda valley fed are holding a ring nomination open to the Welsh combine, it will take place form the first Young bird national race, £20 a ring, maximum 2 rings per loft, to be paid for 14 days before the race , with ring numbers 2 days before race marking. If you are interested then give Brian Williams a ring on 07940973270.
This brings this lot to a end, hopefully I can finish of a few more articles to clear everything over the next couple of weeks.

Martin Dunn

