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LAST MEETING BEFORE THE OFF 

Last Sunday, 16 March, the Management Committee of the Staffordshire Moorlands & District 

Federation met to put the final touches together for the forthcoming 2014 season. 

The Committee has worked extremely hard during the closed season to revamp the Federation and 

give it a new and exciting look with additional races to be flown and new incentives for members to 

enjoy – I hope you like what you have seen so far. 

Possible Loss of Wincanton Site 

At last Sunday’s meeting our RPRA Councillor, Roy Jones, advised us that there had been some 

problems with the release of pigeons, at the end of last season, from the Wincanton site and that 

there was a possibility that this site could be withdrawn for 2014. Apparently the subject is to be 

discussed at the next Council meeting and clubs will be advised of the outcome afterwards. In order 

to be ready for a possible change of race programme and to avoid the rush for an alternative site at 

the last minute, our Committee agreed that we should make a provisional booking of Yeovil for 31 

May just in case Wincanton went pear shaped. Please make a note of this possibility. 

Races Within Races 

Our two new races within races – the 2 Nominated Birds Jackpot and the 3 Nominated  Birds 

Average races commence with the first Federation race from Tewkesbury and just a reminder that 

all entry forms should be sent to Andy, our Race Secretary, via the Friday night pick-up driver. The 

Entry forms for both races together with the 4 Bird Yearling Classic are available to download on the 

Federation website. 

The number of entries from each Club for the new 2 Nom Bird and 3 Bird Average races must be e-

mailed or texted to Jill during marking night evening as well as the number of members, birds and 

crates to enable her to compile each club’s invoice early on race day morning. 

Entry Forms for all Special Races 

Whilst talking about our website may I draw Club Secretaries notice to a New Tab which has 

appeared at the top of the Home Page which is entitled Secretaries’ Notebook. If you click on this 

tab you will be able to download Race Result form for all Federation races and Entry Forms for the 

Special races which should make your Friday night vigil a little easier. The Fed Crate Forms are also 

there. 

Help for the Convoyer & Fed Secretary 

Two of the hardest jobs on marking nights and race days are those undertaken by the convoyer and 

the Fed secretary and so any help we can give them would be greatly appreciated. 



 
 

Therefore could I please ask, on their behalf that if your Club is not sending to any particular race 

that you advise the Fed Secretary, Dave Lomas,  by the previous Wednesday evening in order that he 

can make the necessary arrangements with the convoyer. If we don’t comply with this request, 

unfortunately there will have to be a charge made to cover the costs of the transporter visiting your 

Club for no real reason! 

As I have said in the past the Race Team will do everything in their power to avoid “holdovers”. 

However the vagaries of the British weather sometimes make this impossible but I know that our 

Team will do their very best. If a “holdover” does occur you will be pleased to learn that our new 

convoyer has advised us that there will be no “holdover” charge – Well done to Geoff. 

If we decide that racing is not practical on Saturday due to the probability of inclement weather 

marking will be transferred to Saturday evening. Should this occur our convoyer has asked if we 

could be ready for pick-up one hour earlier than normal. This should give us more time to take our 

wives or husbands out for a decent meal and also give the birds a longer rest at the liberation site 

should an early Sunday morning release be necessary. 

All that’s now left for me to do is to thank you all for reading these press releases I have managed to 

conjure up during the closed season. They have been written to keep you as up to date as I possibly 

could and give you a true picture of the way the New Staffordshire Moorlands & District Federation 

is hoping to go during 2014. The Management Committee have done their best - now it’s up to you 

to give us your support and enjoy your racing with the Federation. 

Good Luck to all and every one of you. 

Brian Smith 
Press officer 
 


