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SMDF MEMBERS CAN TAKE PART IN AN HISTORICAL RACE 

As some of you will have read in Mike Lakin’s report in a recent issue of The British Homing World, 

HRH Prince Charles has given permission for one of the Royal Loft’s birds to be released, in 

conjunction with the Midlands  National Flying Club race birds from Fougères, carrying a goodwill 

message from a local mayor in France back to the Royal Loft. 

This special event is taking place to commemorate the vital part played by pigeons in the First World 

War and SMDF members can also be involved by sending their birds to the race and joining in the 

celebrations. 

Members can also learn more about the role that pigeons played in the conflict by taking a look at 

the Secret Messages website on www.secretmessages.org.uk. 

Warning  

You will also have seen in the Fancy Press the stance that the RPRA are taking with regard to the use 

of drugs, or other performance enhancing substances, in our sport of racing pigeons. 

The responsibility is being very much laid at the door of each individual fancier to make certain that 

any product he or she buys is free of any such stimulants.  

Suggestions have been made that all products advertised in the Fancy Press should have a statement 

on their packaging to state that “This product is Free of any banned performance enhancing 

substances”, but this seems to have fallen on deaf ears at the RPRA with our parent body clearly 

stating it is the sole responsibility of the fancier to make sure all their birds are “clean”. 

In this country we do not know whether or not we have a drugs problem in our sport but within the 

SMDF we are determined to find out. 

Drug testing kits are on their way from the RPRA and random tests will be carried out during the 

season.  So if you are using any products that you are not absolutely certain about please make 

every effort to make sure it does not contain anything illegal. 

We are not trying to catch anyone out but we do want to make sure we don’t have a problem. 

Please do your best to help us. 

Brian Smith 
Press Officer  
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