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PIGEON  RACING  IS  A  CRUEL  SPORT! 

Not for the pigeons but for the fanciers who spend enormous amounts of time and considerable 

sums of money caring for our feathered friends, for little or no return. Don’t get me wrong, I’m not a 

bad loser rather a disappointed one when the birds let us down. This season Jill and I have really 

tried to do the best by our young birds - feeding, training, health checks etc and we actually thought 

we had the best team of YBs ever. Exercising well, training well and looking the picture of health (no 

sign of the dreaded YBS). Then we come to the first race and we drop 14 out of 20 and even those 

that came there was an hour between each arrival. No blame on the race officials because almost 

everyone else in the race got the majority of their birds back with velocities well in excess of a mile a 

minute. So the way we are feeling at the moment we are seriously considering giving up the sport. 

However life must go on and I have a job to do, so here are the details of the Leader Board for 

yesterday’s race from Hullavington for the Staffordshire Moorlands & District Federation. 

1st Fed position appears to be going to the Ipstones partnership of Finney, Son & Burton who 

recorded an impressive velocity of 1956.097 ypm, handsomely ahead of 2nd place M Brindley of 

Alton who managed 1934.020 ypm. 3rd position seems to have been taken by the Syndicate of 

Berryhill making 1923.663, with Prince Bros from Alton claiming 4th position on 1914.390. 

If all these Provisional velocities prove to be correct it will make quite a difference to the League 

Championship table, so keep your eyes glued to the website to see how it unfolds. 

The full Provisional Leader Board is now posted on the Federation website as are the details of the 

likely Section winners. 

The photograph this week shows the Fed toppers from last 

week, Andy and Karen Taylor from Berryhill club with their 

winning bird. Congratulations to all three once again. 

Sadly, the photographs of what Jill and I had been up to 

prior to this week’s racing have not yet come to hand so I 

will have to keep you waiting a little longer for that report 

but suffice to say it is something to do with Secret 

Messages! 

That’s the preliminary report from this week’s racing so I’ll 

close now until next time. 

Cheers for now. 

Brian Smith  
Press Officer 

Karen & Andy Taylor with their Fed 

topping pigeon 


