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WHAT  ON  EARTH  ARE  WE  GOING  TO  DO  NOW? 

The 2014 season has now drawn to a conclusion and we will all find ourselves with time on our 

hands.  Some will go on holiday, some will put the garden straight and some will even think (only 

think) about doing a bit of home decoration.  Sadly, for some it will be the start of the rumour 

spreading season – but let’s not take any notice of that! 

Before we start thinking about any of the above tasks let’s just take a quick look back at the 2014 

season and see what we can learn from it. 

For the Staffordshire Moorlands & District Federation I think we can claim it has been a good season 

despite all the gloomy predictions by third parties before the season began. Racing has been good, 

support for the Federation has been good (although the strength of that support has shifted slightly 

from the South to the Centre and the North) and the finances have remained firmly in the black. 

What more can a newly born Federation ask for? 

Well, I’ll tell you  -  MORE  OF  THE  SAME. 

Due to the combination of some old tried and tested styles of racing and the introduction of several 

new initiatives the Federation as managed a record year in terms of pay outs for prize and pool 

monies of £7330.00 and congratulations must go, in particular, to the winners of those new race 

initiatives, namely Roberts Bros from Packmoor as overall Jackpot winners, Walley & Wilkinson also 

from Packmoor for winning the Breeder/Buyer race and Kenny Horne from Goldenhill on winning 

the Moorlands YB Open race from Bath. I am including a picture kindly provided by Andy Webb of 

the Breeder/Buyer race winners together with the YB Open Race winner.  

They really do look pleased to 

have won – don’t they? Perhaps 

they’re just camera shy!  Just to 

keep the records and 

congratulations completely up to 

date Packmoor Club were the 

winners of the inaugural 

Federation Championship League 

with Alton Club making a valiant 

effort to catch them during the YB 

season and ending up as worthy 

runners up. I am still hoping that 

we will be able to find some Prize 

money for these clubs, before the 
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years accounts are finalized, to go with the splendid trophy kindly donated by Pete Stanway of 

Poynton.  

Incidentally, the full results for all the above mentioned races are now published on the Federation 

website. 

And what next you may ask? 

Well, the next event will be a Management Committee meeting in the very near future, which will be 

focussing on the season just completed and the season just about to begin. So if you have any 

thoughts on how we can improve matters within the Fed please let me or your local Committee 

member know. If we don’t hear anything from any of the rank and file clubs we can only assume you 

are all completely satisfied with the way your Fed is being managed and run. It’s up to you! 

Next, is the 2014 Prize Presentation which will take place on Saturday 13 December commencing at 

12.00 noon at the Kidsgrove Working Men’s Club. The Prize Presentation will take a completely 

different form this year and has been designed to make the event much more exciting and 

entertaining. More details will be forthcoming after the next Management Committee meeting but 

make a note in your diary or on your calendar or even your loft wall so you won’t miss what is likely 

to be the best show you will go to before Christmas. 

Following my comments about Young Bird 

racing in my last article, which included some 

suggestions that I believe could improve the 

huge loss situation we are all experiencing (to 

which I have received not a single comment – 

makes you wonder whether it’s really worth all 

the effort you put into it) I am enclosing a 

photo taken by Andy Webb after the liberation 

at Poole showing the enormous amount of 

feathers dropped by the birds whilst in the 

basket. 

I’ll report further following the Committee meeting but before closing may I sincerely thank Jeff 

Roberts and Richard Given for their terrific contributions to this column during the season and to 

anyone who sent in photographs for publication, with a special mention to Macclesfield’s Kevin 

Bowers who sent one in every week. 

That’s all for now. 

Cheers 

Brian Smith 
Press Officer  

Feathers in the basket following liberation 


