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TIME  FOR  CHANGE,  TIME  FOR  ACTION…… 

In my last article I posed the question “What are pigeon fanciers going to do now that the racing 

season is over?” If you recall I even offered a few suggestions – decorating, holidaying or even 

rumour spreading - most of which were made with my tongue very much in my cheek. 

However, now is the time to look back at not just the 2014 season but also those preceding and 

think about things that could be improved  and what changes could be made for the betterment of 

all concerned. 

An RPRA Council meeting will be coming up in the next couple of months and if we want to make 

any meaningful suggestions, now is the time to do it, I think propositions have to be in by mid-

November – and there is a correct procedure that has to be followed if we are to be successful in 

making those changes.  Firstly, clubs have to have meetings to discuss their members’ ideas and vote 

upon them. Those that members feel should be taken further should then be passed to your club’s 

Region for their consideration and if they also feel that the suggestions are worthy of further 

consideration, the Region will then submit them to the RPRA to ensure that our parent body can 

decide whether or not to put the ideas forward as a recommendation, in order to enable ALL RPRA 

members to vote on them. 

Now that’s something that is well worth doing whilst there is no racing to take up your valuable time 

– it may even stop you having to do the decorating or the gardening! 

I can hear the cries of woe coming now – what can we suggest that is likely to influence the RPRA? 

Well, if several clubs were to come up with the same or similar suggestions the RPRA would not have 

any option but to, at least consider them. In various conversations I have had with fanciers up and 

down the country it seems that several questions always seem to come to the top of the pile. 

So let me offer you a few suggestions which may get your thought processes working. 

1) Do we need the RPRA in its present form or should we be looking into bringing the 

organisation into the 21st century and looking forward to the 22nd? Reflecting the duties 

carried out in respect of actual pigeon racing. 

2) Should the RPRA be more proactive as far as controlling the number of liberations, not 

transporters present, that can take place at any site on a given date? Maybe a first booked 

principle could be adopted, with a predetermined control on the number of liberations 

allowed on each site. 

3) Bearing in mind the modern means of communications that are available to us – computers, 

conference calls, Skype etc to say nothing of emails and texting - is The Reddings an expense 



 
 

we can or should continue to bear? In other words is it necessary to have such an expensive 

“Head Office”? Perhaps the money saved could result in less expensive rings etc. 

4) In this day and age, when you consider the contribution made to the sport by the present 

format of Council, do we really need 27 Councillors? What do they do? 

5) Are the present Rules appertaining to pigeon racing really workable in today’s day and age 

or are they still operating in the last century? Isn’t a total revue of the RPRA Rules very much 

overdue? I am aware that a review was carried out a couple of years ago but what happened 

to the recommendations that were made?    

Well, there’s a few thoughts to get you started but I’m sure you can come up with plenty more of 

your own. I look forward to seeing the outcome of your deliberations in the Fancy Press in the next 

couple of weeks. 

That’s the lot for the time being. 

Cheers for now 
Brian Smith 
Press Officer 


