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WHAT’S  THE  WEBSITE  USED  FOR  DURING  THE  CLOSED  SEASON? 

I have learnt during the last few days of many fanciers who seem to immediately switch off their 

computers after each season’s racing programme finishes. This I can understand as many clubs and 

Federations don’t seem to want to update their websites during the closed season.  

However, this is certainly not the case as far as the Staffordshire Moorlands & District Federation 

is concerned. 

Our Federation uses our website to communicate with the members and keep them totally up to 

date with what is going on – the work of running the Federation and preparing for the forthcoming 

season does not come to an end when racing finishes. Therefore we update our website every week, 

usually on a Wednesday or Thursday, so it’s worth your while to keep having a look if you want to be 

fully informed and be able to comment on the decisions being taken. It also stops a lot of inaccurate 

rumour spreading. 

I’m sure many of you will say that “I take the Homing World or the Racing Pigeon and I get my 

information from there”. Unfortunately, due to the amount of editorial that both publications 

receive it is impossible for them to reproduce it all as soon as they receive it - quite often there is a 

two or three week gap between when I send material to the Fancy Press and when it is possible to 

publish it in the magazines. So you can see that if you want to know what is happening and when it is 

happening there is only one place you should look and that is on the Federation website. 

One of my key tasks that I promised the membership when I took on the job of Press Officer was to 

vastly improve the ways in which we kept in touch with the Federation membership and to keep 

them fully and truthfully informed about what was going on, to try to build a new Federation with a 

long term future and one that the members could be proud to be part of. 

I hope that you will agree that I have kept that promise (I’ve certainly tried) and that members and 

non-members have felt that they have been better informed during 2014. 

Next week (commencing 20 October) the Management Committee will be meeting to review the 

whole of the 2014 season and look at new ways to move the Federation forward for 2015. We will 

also be making the final few arrangements for the 2014 Prize Presentation, which as I have 

mentioned before will be something quite different for the Staffordshire Moorlands & District 

Federation and is certainly a date not to be missed (13 December). I will, of course, be giving you a 

full report on the meeting in next week’s Press Release together with details of the 2014 Averages 

Winners and Runners up. 

So keep your eyes glued to the website! 

Cheers for now. 

Brian Smith 
Press Officer 


