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THE  LAST  MANAGEMENT  MEETING  OF  THE  SEASON …. 

……is just about the most difficult meeting there is, at which to keep the fanciers present in truly 

motivated mode! 

The racing season is over and those that have had a good year are euphoric and those that didn’t do 

so well are all for giving up the sport. The Management Committees of all Clubs and Federations 

have given their all and are feeling a little jaded and anticipating all the complaints that will come to 

the surface, largely from members who are not prepared to take office themselves, and then there 

are all the rumours, about Clubs and Federations slowly going down the pan, to be rebutted and the 

truth of the matters have to be explained. You can understand why individuals are not rushing 

forward to take on these onerous roles. 

However, this is not a problem we experience with the Staffordshire Moorlands & District 

Federation Management Committee who have remained diligent and hardworking throughout the 

season to ensure that the newly born enterprise could offer nothing but the very best in terms of 

pigeon racing to the members – and continue to do so. 

The SMDF held their end of season committee meeting last Monday (20 October) and although the 

majority of the time was taken up with making the final arrangements for the Federation’s 2014 

Season Prize Presentation and Show, some other matters were also raised which may be of interest 

to our members. 

Drug Testing 

As you will know from previous articles I have 

written, our Federation is committed to 

helping in the fight against anyone who might 

be using performance enhancing drugs to 

improve the performances of their birds and to 

this end I indicated that we would be carrying 

out drug tests during the 2014 season. As you 

can see from the included photograph 

droppings samples were taken, following 

detailed guidance notes from a qualified 

veterinary practitioner, and sent away for 

testing through the RPRA scheme. I am 

delighted to report that all samples tests came back indicating that there were no traces of any 

illegal substances being used. This does not mean that we will now be relaxing our procedures, on 
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the contrary we will be continuing with more sampling next season on a very regular basis, if for no 

other reason than to demonstrate our continued support of the fight against cheats in our sport. 

2014 Season Federation Annual General Meeting 

11 January 2015 at the Kidsgrove Working Men’s Club at 12.15pm was the date, time and place 

agreed for the meeting, which means that propositions to amend any of the Federation’s Rules, or 

additional Rules to be added, must be in the hands of the Secretary, Mr Dave Lomas as soon as 

possible. Don’t forget this is your opportunity to have your say in the way the Federation is being 

run, so don’t let it pass by without putting your views forward. Believe it or believe it not the 

Committee would appreciate your involvement. 

Federation Rules & Regulations 

To some of you it may have come to your notice that some of the existing Fed Rules etc are, shall we 

say, slightly out of date, so a sub committee was formed to look at this situation and make 

recommendations for changes, where appropriate, which could then be put before the membership 

as a whole for consideration at the AGM.  This does not mean that individual clubs shouldn’t put in 

Proposals of their own – many heads are better than just a few – so don’t miss the opportunity. 

Gold Ring Race for 2015 Season  

As part of the Federation’s “go ahead” policy, it was suggested that a Gold Ring race should be 

organised for the 2015 season, with the race being the longest young bird race, in conjunction with 

the Breeder/Buyer race, and there being a maximum of 500 rings only to be sold. The cost of the 

rings would be £10 each with only a maximum of 10 rings per member or partnership being 

available. The race would be Open to all members of the Staffordshire Moorlands, North Staffs and 

Wrekin Federations. What do you think of the idea, would you support it?  

2014 Prize Presentation & Show 

As you can see from the above heading the 2014 event will be somewhat different from past 

Presentations insomuch that it will be held on a Saturday 13 December commencing at 12 noon and 

will comprise not just a Prize and Trophy Presentation but will also incorporate a pigeon Show (4 

Classes Thru Wires), an auction of approx. 6 top class pigeons from well recognised fanciers from all 

over the UK, plus a magnificent buffet lunch – to say nothing of economically priced beer! 

The classes for the Show are Old Cocks, Young Cocks, Old Hens and Young Hens – all judged thru the 

wires by two prominent North Country fanciers, Brian Dearn and Bill Duckworth (more info about 

our illustrious judges in a later article). Penning will commence at 12 noon and finish at 1pm, with 

judging starting promptly at 1.15pm. The usual Prizes will be distributed for each Show Class 

together with a Best in Show, Best Opposite Sex and Best Young Bird. Entry fees will be £1 per bird 

together with an optional £1 Nomination (no limit). All Entry Fees and Nominations will be paid out 

in Prize Money (10% for BIS, 40%, 30%, 20%, 10% for Class winners). Not bad value eh? Particularly 

when you take into consideration you get a free buffet. 

  



 
 

3 
 

New Trophies etc 

During the many changes over the last few seasons some of our older trophies have gone missing or 

have been damaged beyond repair. Due to a very kind gesture by our Race Secretary, who has been 

asked by Mrs George Litherland to distribute George’s many wonderful trophies to worthy causes, 

we have received replacements for all those trophies that have disappeared. The Staffordshire 

Moorlands & District Federation would like to express our grateful appreciation to both Mrs 

Litherland and Andy Webb for their very kind gesture – I for one am sure that the recipients of the 

new trophies will be equally appreciative – Thank you so very much. 

Well that’s all for now. I hope you have all got the dates for the Presentation and the AGM in your 

diaries and I look forward to seeing you at both events. 

Brian Smith 
Press Officer 


