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IS  PIGEON  RACING  BECOMING  TOO  COMMERCIAL? 

 

During recent conversations with prominent fanciers the above question was often raised and varied 

opinions come to light. For some the answer is a resounding “Yes” whilst others seem to be satisfied 

with the status quoi and don’t have any real opinion one way or the other. 

My own view is that anything that the officials of any club or Federation do by way of running the 

organisation should be done in a thoroughly professional manner and for the betterment of that 

organisation. 

Where fanciers seem to be getting frustrated is by confusing the meanings of the two words 

“Professionalism” and “Commercialism”. The latter, in my opinion, is in no way acceptable in a sport 

or hobby that is only supposed to be carried out just for fun and for personal pleasure. Making a 

business out of racing pigeons, whether it be from selling elixirs that are going to win you every race 

in which you participate or by offering the fancy anything else at inflated prices, is only going to 

hasten the death of our sport far more quickly than any problem you may be experiencing with 

raptors etc. 

“Professionalism”, however is something that should be practised in everything we do and should be 

taken as the norm in order to bring our sport into the 21st century in terms of the style of 

management we adopt. The new look Staffordshire Moorlands & District Federation are doing just 

that, as is evidenced by their latest innovation in terms of the format for their annual Prize  

Presentation and Show – full details are available on the Federation website 

www.moorlandsfedpigeons.co.uk  

This new style incorporates not only the 

formal presentations to all the 

Federation winners for the 2014 season 

but also includes a four class pigeon 

show together with a six bird auction of 

2015 young birds, kindly donated by 

fanciers who appreciate the changes that 

have been made within the Moorlands 

Fed. 

Fanciers such as Curtis, Wall & Lunt who 

have just about won everything they can 

in the world of pigeon racing who have 

George Greenwood, the SMDF auctioneer, who really 

is able to get blood out of a stone. 

http://www.moorlandsfedpigeons.co.uk/


 
 

offered a YB. Then we have birds from Steve Foster, Brian Dearn, Kenneth Chadwick – pigeon flyers 

who need no further introduction from me, as their birds have done all the talking for all of us. 

However, I feel a special word and an expression of extreme gratitude must go to two gentlemen 

who have really demonstrated their prowess as great racing pigeon fanciers by their performances 

in National races during 2014. I am, of course, referring to Frank Bristow and Geoff Kirkland.  

Frank Bristow is a winner thru and thru and during recent years has been at the top of the tree on 

far too many occasions for me to be able to list them here. Suffice to say that in 2014 he won the 

very testing Bordeaux race with the Midlands National Flying Club and also claimed the Combined 

Averages Winner’s title as well. 

Geoff Kirkland is a legend in his own lifetime when it comes to National racing and his performances 

during 2014 did not let his followers down, as witnessed by the car he won in the National Flying 

Club with a nominated bird - not for the first time I might add. 

So, that is the calibre of birds that will come under the hammer on Saturday 13 December at the 

Kidsgrove Working Men’s Club. 

The Auction is due to commence at 1.20pm (whilst the judging of the Show Classes is taking place) 

and will be immediately followed by the FREE RUNNING BUFFET and economically priced beer and 

soft drinks with which to celebrate your purchases or commiserate on what might have been! How’s 

that for professional management of what could have been a complex event without Staffordshire 

Moorlands & District Federation well organised planning? 

I hope you approve of what we are trying to do in the world of pigeon racing and will take the 

opportunity to come along and see us all at what we know will be “The Sale of the Century”. 

I will be around on the day, so if you would like to have a chat about what you would like to see 

published in the Fancy Press please make sure you seek me out and let me have your views – I’ll be 

the one with the camera. 

That’s all for now. 

Hope to see you on the 13th. 

Cheers 

Brian Smith 
Press officer 
 

 

 


