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IS  IT  THAT  TIME  ALREADY? 

The Doncaster Show is over and done with for another year, Midlands National Flying Club has had 

its Prize Presentation for 2014 and The National Flying Club is taking centre stage this coming 

weekend (29 November). How time flies when you are having fun! 

So what’s next on the pigeon world agenda? From recent conversations I have been involved with, 

the subjects seem to vary from “When will you be pairing up?” to “When will the next racing season 

start?” 

These questions are probably a little premature, well for some anyway, as the majority of fanciers 

will be biding their time and waiting for the harsh winter weather to come and go before they start 

thinking along the lines mentioned above. 

However there is one aspect of the pigeon fanciers’ year that starts to crop up for the majority of 

Clubs and Federations as soon as the Christmas and New Year festivities are over and that is their 

Annual General Meetings. This is the opportunity for all members to have their say and influence the 

makeup of the various Management Committees who run their clubs or federations and also make 

changes and additions to the administration and racing rules affecting their organisations. It’s no use 

complaining after the AGMs - there is nothing that can be done for another 12 months once the 

votes have been taken. So make your voices heard and send in your propositions for consideration 

by the membership as a whole. 

Having said all that I wonder how many individual members have taken the trouble to read the Rules 

of their club or even if they know where to find them! I can only talk about the Staffordshire 

Moorlands & District Federation and in our case the Rules are all published on the Federation 

website – www.moorlandsfedpigeons.co.uk and each member club secretary receives a printed hard 

copy to enable them to print off copies for their members if they so wish. 

Times change fairly frequently and it’s worth taking the trouble to keep up to date with any changes 

that have occurred since you last took a look. You may be very surprised at what you read and feel 

that a change is due. Now’s your opportunity, so don’t let it slip you by. The last date for receipt of 

propositions by the SMDF secretary, Dave Lomas, is December 6 to ensure they are considered and 

voted on at the AGM on Sunday 11 January 2015. So take a look at the Rules and come up with any 

necessary changes or additional Rules. 

 



 
 

Before closing for this week I would like to 

mention a note I have received from Jeff 

Roberts (a regular contributor to these 

reports) together with a couple of pictures to 

illustrate his writings, so over to you Jeff – 

“The first picture shows Tony Roberts with 

Mick Haslam and Rod Smith from Bolton on a 

recent loft visit to Roberts Bros of Packmoor 

HS. They are picking out a couple of potential 

winners for next year.  Mick and Rod are good 

friends of Jeff and Tony and have supplied 

them with some good birds in the past.  Mick 

and Rod have donated two kits of four 2015 

young birds to be auctioned at the Packmoor 

Presentation in aid of club funds.  These birds 

will be a mix of top sprint blood ie: Van Loon’s 

Willy Van Herch and Van Heuvel.  This is a great gesture by them and a good opportunity for club 

members to buy some top sprint birds.  The next picture shows Roberts Bros set up at Packmoor 

with Jeff standing outside the office where the 2013 and 2014 old bird federation land averages 

were won.” 

Thanks very much Jeff, I hope you have as successful a season in 2015 as you have done in the last 

couple of years. 

That’s the lot for now, hope to see you all in the new year. 

Brian Smith  
Press Officer 

Tony Roberts centre with Mick Haslam and        

Rod Smith 

Jeff Roberts outside the Roberts Bros’ loft 


