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THE  SEASON  OF  GOOD  WILL …… 

…. is now almost upon us and perhaps it is me that is getting too old in the tooth but from my point 

of view the season of good will to ALL men seems to be becoming a reality at long last or have I 

missed the start of the rumour season this year! 

I am delighted to report as far as my experiences this year are concerned there has been a total 

absence of those irritating rumours that seem to come to light immediately the racing season 

finishes. Maybe we have other things to occupy our minds this year or maybe those in our 

community that start and spread rumours have recognised the futility of what they are trying to do, 

but whatever the truth of the matter is, I must say it is a much happier pigeon racing world without 

them.    

This will probably be my last report before Christmas and it will certainly be my last update before 

the Staffordshire Moorlands & District Federation Prize Presentation, Auction and Show on Saturday 

13 December. As I am sure you all know this event will take place at the Kidsgrove Working Men’s 

Club and will start at 12 noon with penning of the birds for the Show – the SMDF event should not 

be confused with any other similar events that may be taking place at the same time, otherwise you 

will miss your FREE BUFFET and drinks at working men’s prices! 

Just to remind you that birds from Frank Bristow, Geoff Kirkland, Curtis Wall and Lunt, Brian Dearn, 

Kenneth Chadwick and Steve Foster will be auctioned on the day and the auction will take place 

whilst the judging of the Show birds is being undertaken – so there will be no hanging about waiting 

for something to happen. 

I do hope that as many of my readers as possible who come to the Presentation etc will come and 

have a word with me as everything I write is for you and therefore I would appreciate any 

constructive criticism that will make my reports more acceptable. As they say “I only aim to please”. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the individuals who have helped me during 2014 by 

contributing to the articles and also to say how pleasing it has been for me to see the changing style 

of their writings as the season has progressed. Well done to you all. 

In concluding for this time I am reproducing a Loft report (with pictures) I have just received from 

the Macclesfield scribe, Kev Bowers, who also doubles as photographer in chief, as you will have 

seen from his regular contributions during the season. Over to you Kev 



 
 

“Bradbury and Barnes, if you fly in the 

Staff  Moorlands or in the Manchester 

area  you will be very familiar with 

this partnership with their names being 

around or at the top of the results on a 

regular basis at club and fed level. The 

lads Tommy and Ray joined forces in 

2009 and started racing the following 

year with instant success with one of the 

highlights being winning the Carantan 

race among others and they have 

progressed every year since. They fly at 

Hazel Grove and their local club is the 

Poynton RBLHS of which this year they are top prize winners winning the following – Hullavington 

1st, 3rd and 6th  club  and 1st North Sec 1st Staff Moorlands Fed  Frome 4th, 6th, 7th, 9th  and 10th club 

Frome 2nd, 3rd, 5th, 10th club Wincanton 2nd, 5th  and 9th club Frome 3rd, 6th, 9th, 10th  club Hullavington 

1st, 2nd, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th club Frome 1st, 7th, 9th, 10th club Hullavington 1st, 3rd, 5th, 9th  club inland 

and over the water Carantan  2nd, 3rd, 4th, 7th, 10th club Fourgéres 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th club Ancenis 

7th, 9th club winning the channel averages. These results are old bird racing only as they did not send 

to the first two races of the season and only one young bird race was entered as they felt they were 

not right and don’t like to push the youngsters.  

They believe in bringing them on slowly giving them time to grow and mature, this practice is also 

applied to any new stock brought in. Old bird racing for inland, a traditional widowhood system is 

used and for the channel a roundabout/widowhood system with about 8 to 10 pairs.  

The present breeds housed at the lofts 

are van de Merwe and Herman Cuesters, 

the de Merwes are directs and Cuesters 

from there good friends Curtiss, Wall and 

Lunt, but the partners are always on the 

lookout for the new lines and breeds that 

are making the headlines. They think if 

your not, it’s very easy to get left behind.  

The lads would like to say a special thank 

you to Curtiss, Wall and Lunt for their 

friendship and advice over the years and 

helping them to obtain some top class 

birds.”  

Well, that brings you bang up to date for this year and confirms my commitment to keep you as fully 

informed as is humanly possible about the activities of the Staffordshire Moorlands & District 

Federation (www.moorlandsfedpigeons.co.uk). I hope I will have time to produce a comprehensive 

report on the Presentation day and that I will be able to announce some new innovations for this 

very forward thinking Federation for next season. 

Cheers for now, see you on the 13th. 

Brian Smith - Press Officer  

Bradbury & Barnes 

Bradbury & Barnes’ loft setup 


