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OH  WHAT  AN  AFTERNOON  IT  WAS,  IT  REALLY  WAS  SUCH  AN  AFTERNOON! 

The Management Committee of the Staffordshire Moorlands & District Federation promised their 

members something totally different for this season’s Presentation and on the day they really 

honoured their promises. Saturday 13 December 2014 was the date the event took place and the 

venue was the Kidsgrove Working Men’s Club (and what a super venue this turned out to be – the 

staff and everyone associated with the club couldn’t do enough for us. We really appreciated it.). 

My report on the event in terms of words will be 

somewhat brief as I believe the pictures that were taken 

on the day tell their own story far better than I could. 

However a few words would seem to be appropriate, 

firstly to thank, most sincerely, our two magnificent 

judges, Brian Dearn and Bill Duckworth, who carried out 

their duties in a truly professional manner as perhaps 

would have been expected from two fanciers who have 

achieved all that can be achieved in the world of pigeon 

racing and having continued in the sport after retiring 

from the racing scene, by freely giving of their time and perhaps more importantly their experience, 

through their participation in Quiz Panels and by judging Shows such as ours, and staying behind 

after carrying out their official duties to talk to the fanciers present. I am sure I speak for everyone 

present when I say a huge “Thank You” to both of our 

judges for coming such a long way and for the 

friendly and expert way they carried out the judging 

(even though they both told me it was an extremely 

difficult task due to the quality of all the birds in all 

four classes) and the knowledgeable way they 

answered the numerous questions that were thrown 

at them. By the way, doesn’t Brian Dearn photograph 

well – from all angles – just take a look at the photo 

showing him examining the birds on the lower row of 

show pens! 

The Show element of the Presentation event was a huge success with virtually all the 200 pens, split 

into 4 classes, filled and ALL the entry fees paid out in Prize Money. The individual Class winners 

were Old Cocks Liam Claughan, Old Hens Stuart Goldstraw, Young Cocks Nathan Faulkes, and Young 

Hens George & Mark Greenwood. Best in Show went to Liam Claughan’s Old Cock and Best Opposite 

Sex to George & Mark Greenwood Young Hen. Best Young Bird was won by Nathan Faulkes’ young 

cock. 

Brian Dearn checking the lower pens 

Bill Duckworth in action with his 

‘tickling stick’ 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whilst the judges were carrying out their duties in the concert room, in the Lounge area George 

Greenwood, the Federation’s persuasive auctioneer, 

was plying his trade explaining to an enthralled 

audience his theories on “Genes”! (see photo). After 

we had all got the hang of what he was talking about 

George got down to the serious business of prising 

money out of reluctant pockets – and what a terrific 

job he made of it, with the six lots fetching the 

magnificent sum of just under £1200. The 

Federation’s gratitude knows no bounds and goes to 

the very generous donors of the Lots – Frank Bristow, 

Geoff Kirkland, Curtis, Wall & Lunt, Brian Dearn, Steve 

Foster and Kenneth Chadwick – for allowing us to offer such magnificent pigeons for auction. 

Just before the Judging. 

George Greenwood explaining his 

‘Genes Theory’ 

Best in Show Winner                            Best Young Bird Winner                     Best Opposite Sex Winner

    

Brian Dearn admiring BIS                                                         Bill Duckworth taking a closer look at BOS 



 
 

A buffet, that would have done any club in the land proud, was then made available to everyone 

present and was quickly consumed with great relish by all the members and other visitors. It was a 

terrific feast and when you consider that the Federation provided it free of charge it was just 

another example of the benefits that are available to Staffordshire Moorlands & District Federation 

members.  

The final part of the afternoon’s entertainment was the presentation of the Federation’s Trophies 

and Prize Cheques for the 2014 season winners. The presentations were made by Brian Dearn, and 

what a good job he made of it, addressing the audience with words of wisdom based on his own 

considerable experience. Thank you Brian and if any of us can ever return the compliment you only 

have to ask. 

I don’t propose to list the individual winners of the Federation Trophies as I am a great believer in 

the old adage that a good picture is worth a thousand words. So I am going to leave it to the Photo 

Gallery to tell this part of the story and just say, on behalf of the President and all members of the 

Management Committee, congratulations to all and every prize and trophy winner – you have all 

worked extremely hard to achieve your positions and thoroughly deserve all the accolades you 

receive. 

That just about sums up the report on the new style Prize Presentation event as far as the SMDF is 

concerned and I honestly hope that all my readers who came to the Kidsgrove Working Men’s Club 

enjoyed the experience. Any constructive criticism would be more than welcome, so don’t be shy. 

The next event on the Federation’s calendar is the AGM on 11th January at 11.30am at the Kidsgrove 

Working Men’s Club. I hope to see you there. 

In the meantime can all the officials of the Federation wish everybody a Very Happy Christmas and a 

Healthy & Successful New Year. 

Brian Smith - Press Officer  

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Brian Dearn presenting the Cups and Trophies 

Top Left to Right:  Roberts Bros – Winners of Old Bird Inland Average:  Paul Beck – Winner of the 

Combined Land Average and the YB Average: Fowler Family – Winners of the Ancenis Race and the 

Channel Average. 

 Centre Left to Right: Finney, Son & Burton winners of Bird of the Year and East Section Average: 

Ricky McGraw (McGraw, Clegg & Preece) – Winners of the Combined All Races Average and West 

Section Average: Bruce Darbyshire – Winner of North Section Average. 

Bottom Left to Right:  Ryan Denson receiving the Championship League Trophy on behalf of 

Packmoor DHS: Walley & Wilkinson – Winners of the Breeder Buyer Race 

  

 


