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ALL OFFICES ARE NOW VACANT…. 

The title for this article is probably the most feared group of words that are heard at any AGM up 

and down the country at this time of the pigeon racing year. Firstly because there is often concern 

amongst members about whether or not the previous season’s officials are going to continue in 

office or whether or not they are indeed wanted to continue and secondly, there is always that 

dreaded thought that members attending the AGM are likely to be asked to take on some official 

role in the running of their organisation. Perhaps that’s why, as a general rule, AGM’s are not too 

well attended by the rank and file members of the club or Federation – or am I just being cynical! 

Having said all that, there are always exceptions to every rule and I have just experienced one such 

exception having attended the 2014 AGM of the Staffordshire Moorlands & District Federation. 

Don’t get me wrong, I’m not saying that all the Fed members were in attendance or that the meeting 

was perfect in every way, but at least there was a good cross section of members present 

representing all areas of the Federation and all the Propositions that were received were voted upon 

in a democratic way and the members opinions ruled the judgements. 

Perhaps the most satisfying outcome from the AGM was the willing way in which the individuals who 

were proposed to take on official roles, for the running of the Federation, gladly accepted the 

invitations to work for our future development and continue the work started in 2014. May I wish 

the two new members of the Management Committee, John White from Ipstones and Ricky 

McGraw from Berryhill, the best of luck in their new roles. Our thanks must go to two retiring 

members of the committee, Paul Beck and Dave Lomas who have seen the “New Look” Federation 

off to an excellent start and we all appreciate the contributions they have made in this initial 

process. 

On behalf of all the members I would like to welcome a new 

Federation General Secretary & Race Secretary (which will be a 

combined position for 2015). Andy Webb has rather bravely agreed to 

carry out this somewhat enormous job and having seen how he 

successfully carried out the duties of Race Secretary last season I, for 

one, am sure he will undertake this new role with great enthusiasm 

and attention to detail as he did in 2014. May I through this column 

request all members, especially club secretaries, to give Andy your full 

support being fully aware of the size of the task that he has taken on.  

Just to prove that Andy is a glutton for punishment he has also taken on the responsibility of Race 

Advisor and will be cooperating with Geoff Silvester jnr on all aspects relating to whether and when 
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racing takes place. Andy & Geoff will also be supported in these decisions by a team of ex race 

advisors. Best of luck to all concerned. 

In concluding this particular part of my report, may I on behalf of 

the President, the Management Committee and all Federation 

members, offer heartfelt thanks and an enormous debt of 

gratitude to retiring secretary Dave Lomas without whom there 

would be no Staffordshire Moorlands Federation today. Dave 

took on the duties of secretary when no one else was prepared 

to stand up and be counted and even took on the roles of 

President and Chairman as well. Our thanks to Dave should know 

no bounds and maybe members will remember that and buy him 

a drink when next they meet. He certainly deserves it. THANKS 

DAVE.   

As far as the Propositions are concerned I will largely leave it to the individual club delegates to 

advise their members of the outcome of the votes but I feel that one proposition should be 

highlighted as this might just influence any clubs who are considering joining the Staffordshire 

Moorlands & District Federation. At the AGM the clubs voted in favour of……  

         …… Scrapping the £50 Federation Joining Fee for the 2015 season 

So if your club is thinking of giving the Moorlands a go now is the time to do it !!!!!! 

Most of the other propositions involved Rule changes and so a new Federation Rule Book will be 

published shortly and will be available to view on the website (www.moorlandsfedpigeons.co.uk). 

Additionally copies will be sent to all club secretaries and I would urge you to read through them to 

ensure that you do not run into problems later in the season and put your members rewards in 

jeopardy. 

Macclesfield FC Prize Presentation 

In closing this week I am showing some photographs of the recent Prize Presentation at Macclesfield 

Flying Club. My thanks, as usual, go to Kev Bowers for his selection of photographs to commemorate 

this excellent day. 

 
 

 

Dave Lomas 

Kev Bowers (centre) 
receiving his prize from 

Nathan Faulkes (left) and 
Ricky McGraw 

George (left) and Mark Greenwood 
receive their prize 

 

Last but not least Alan Senior 
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That’s your lot for the time being and all it remains for me to do is to wish everybody a Happy New 

Year and a Healthy and Successful racing season for 2015. 

Talk to you later, after Blackpool. 

Brian Smith - Press Officer  


