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…… AND  NOW  THE  2015  SEASON  REALLY  BEGINS 

The Blackpool show is now over for another year and we have all bought our various specifics that 

are going to turn our pigeons into the champions we always knew they were and of course we have 

just had to get that extra bird or two just in case we lose the odd one or two. Federation and Club 

AGM’s are by and large completed and new officials are in place (or maybe the old ones have been 

reinstated), so we have nothing but a successful future to look forward to.  

Oh, I forgot to mention the forthcoming RPRA AGM in February which, now that “the rumble in 

October” is well and truly behind us, has presented the organisation with the opportunity to provide 

the membership with a group of officials that can start the process of remodelling our Organisation 

and put their minds into creating a set up that has the clear objectives of saving our sport and 

reshaping its image, not only in the eyes of the fancy but also in the eyes of the greater public at 

large. Let’s hope that this time round the opportunity is taken and that officials with the right 

attitude towards our sport are appointed.   

What is a website all about? 

I am continually being amazed by people asking questions which could be easily answered by visiting 

the Staffordshire Moorlands & District Federation website – www.moorlandsfedpigeons.co.uk  I am 

delighted and proud to report that the website is updated every week by Jill and is receiving over 

500 visitors every week but I am sure that most of the visitors only look at the Home Page and 

ignore everything else that is available that is also continually updated. 

Of course, I can only write about my own Federation’s website but I feel sure that the majority of 

other good websites are run along similar lines. For example on the SMDF site there is an individual 

page that is available for all member clubs, giving specific news about their club and information and 

photographs about events that they have organised. It is up to each club to send us anything they 

want putting on their Club Page and we (or rather Jill) will do the rest. Easy isn’t it? 

Also on the website are pages devoted to the Federation officials and how to get in touch with them, 

also information about the Federation race programme, an archive section which includes past 

results, press releases etc. The Federation Rules for the current season and separate Rules for any 

special races the Federation may be organising, plus details of all those “Special” races are there 

together with Prize Money and birdage costs etc. – and much, much more! 

http://www.moorlandsfedpigeons.co.uk/
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A website is all about communication – letting the membership know what is going on in your 

organisation – but you have to use it correctly. Try having a good look round our website and see 

what you have been missing! 

Packmoor HS Presentation 

My reporter from Packmoor, Jeff Roberts, has sent me the following report so over to you Jeff. 

“Packmoor held their Presentation Night on Saturday 10 January at The Grapes Hotel Newchapel. 

The guest of honour was Dianne Litherland, the daughter of one of the best pigeon flyers in England, 

the late George Litherland. Dianne kindly donated a Memorial Trophy plus a replica together with 

£50 for the members to fly for during 2015. George always had a soft spot for Packmoor and was 

President of the club for many, many years and also took on the role of clock setter plus any other 

job that needed doing. The members are grateful that the Litherland family are still taking an active 

interest in the club. 

The winner of the George Litherland Memorial Trophy and £25 prize money for the 2014 season was 

Mr & Mrs R Taylor – Well done to them. In second spot was Mich and Ryan Denson who picked up 

£15 and Wally & Wilkinson who collected the remainder of the £50 Prize Money. 

Then came the presentation of the Prizes won flying in the Staffordshire Moorlands & District 

Federation. 

First to the table were T Woolrich & Son who were rewarded with £495 prize money together with 

the O/B  Channel Ave, the Combined OB Ave, R/U O/B land Ave and Combined All races Average plus 

the Len Key Saintes Trophy. Brilliant flying by anybody’s standard. Next to the table was Wally & 

Wilkinson winning £385 prize money plus the Y/B Ave trophy. These lads have flown well again this 

season winning 1st and 2nd positions in the Fed’s Breeder/Buyer race. Third up were Roberts Bros 

collecting £345 plus the O/B Land Ave, then came Mich & Ryan Denson winning £305, followed by 

Jim & Rob McLatchie who won £230 plus O/B R/U, Channel Ave R/U and Young Bird Ave R/U. Not a 

bad performance Eh! Billy Burgess picked up a welcome £80 and Mr & Mrs R Taylor £60. Next came 

Mr & Mrs Dave Scragg with £50, followed by Andy Cliff winning £40. Last but not least were young 

Jamie Reiling and Mr & Mrs Rob and Jan Slack who won £5 each 

That concluded the Prize Presentation apart from a vote of thanks to Diane for presenting the prizes 

and the presentation to her of a bouquet of flowers. Judy and Sheila were also rewarded with 

flowers for providing the buffet and serving drinks all night. 

Then came the auction of Young Birds very kindly donated by top Lancashire flyers, Mick Haslam and 

Rod Smith from Bolton. Dave Jones was the auctioneer for the night, and what an excellent job he 

made of it, raising £440. A further donation of £50 was received from Jamie Rigby, who used to fly in 

Packmoor until he moved to become a Doctor in Bangor Hospital. Very many thanks to Mick, Rob 

and Jamie for their generosity – it is much appreciated.     

In conclusion can I express a heartfelt vote of thanks to our guest of honour Dianne Litherland and 

also to the Club’s President Janet Slack for all they have done for Packmoor HS this season. 

I am enclosing a few photos taken on the night, just to remind everybody of the evening. More 
pictures can be seen on the Club’s page on the Fed website” 
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Thanks Jeff for that excellent report. 
 
That brings me to an end for another week, so best of luck to you all. 
 
See you soon 
 
Brian Smith - Press Officer  
 
 

Roy Taylor with Diane Litherland 

 

 

Ryan Denson and Diane Diane and John Woolrich 


