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THE TIME HAS COME TO DOT THE I’S AND CROSS THE T’S 

In order to get fully ready for the start of the 2015 season, which seems to be rapidly coming closer 

by the minute, the Staffordshire Moorlands & District Federation decided to do exactly that at a 

Management Committee meeting, held on Sunday 15 February at their new Federation 

Headquarters, the Kidsgrove Working Men’s Club. So what follows is a report on the items discussed 

and the decisions we came to. 

Firstly, we had received an application to re-join our Federation from Leek IFC and this was 

accepted. Welcome back Leek, we hope you have an enjoyable and successful season. 

Having accepted Leek back into the Fed, which hopefully will mean an increase in birdage, the 

Management Committee went on to discuss the costs of inland racing for 2015. All options were 

considered but in the end a vote was taken, resulting in the crate charges being held at the same 

cost as 2014 i.e. £8 per crate.  

Next on the agenda came channel racing.  A slightly different situation prevails this season as we will 

be transported by the same convoyer who will be taking our inland birds, rather than going with the 

Midlands National Flying Club. In terms of hard cash this means that the federation will be charging 

our member clubs £1.50 per bird at Carentan, £1.75 per bird at Fougères and £2.00 per bird at Nort-

sur-Erdre. However, as an added incentive to send more birds, competitors will have the opportunity 

to Pool their birds if they wish. A downloadable Pools entry sheet will be on the Federation website 

(www.moorlandsfedpigeons.co.uk) in the very near future. 

Although we will not be continuing with the ”race within a race” 3 Bird Average competition, largely 

because of lack of interest, we  will be continuing with the Jackpot races but here again there will be 

slight changes to the format when compared with 2014. For 2015 the Jackpot races will be confined 

to the inland races only (the channel enthusiasts now have the option of Pools to fly for), and there 

will be two separate Jackpot programmes, one for Old Birds and one for Young Birds. The Old Bird 

Jackpot races will be the same as they were in 2014, with a maximum of 2 birds per loft, per race at 

a cost of £5 per bird. Two prizes will be made available for each race and 10% of each race’s entry 

money will go into the overall Jackpot which will be paid out to the winning loft at end of each 

season. Individual race Jackpot winners will be paid out weekly as the season progresses. The Young 

Bird Jackpot races will allow competitors to enter a maximum of 4 birds per race at a cost of £2.50 

each, otherwise the details are the same as those for the OB’s. 

The 2015 Gold Ring Race was the next item to be discussed and a recommendation Prize list was 

tabled and passed as acceptable. The full Prize list can be seen on the website, just click on the 

www.moorlandsfedpigeons.co.uk


 
 

Special Races/Gold Ring Race 2015 tab, but suffice to say that the total Prize Money is a whopping 

£4,375 with a 1st Prize of £750. Not bad eh! With a maximum of only 500 birds competing you won’t 

find better odds anywhere else!  

The Breeder/Buyer Auction dates and venues were confirmed as 21 March at Berryhill WMC, 29 

March at Macclesfield [The Navigation Inn] and 5 April at Kidsgrove WMC. Penning of birds at 

Berryhill and Kidsgrove will be from 1pm with the auction starting promptly at 2.00pm. Macclesfield 

will be from 12 o’clock with the auction starting promptly at 1.00pm. So, if you’re going to be a 

breeder or a buyer you have the dates and places to put in your diaries or chalked up on your loft 

walls. New Rules and Regulations will be in force for this race and the preceding auctions and they 

are up on the Federation website (click on Special Race/Breeder/Buyer tab) for you to see and read. I 

would particularly draw your intention to Rule 22 which will be strictly enforced by our auctioneer 

and the stewards at each of the venues. Please read the Rule carefully and don’t get caught out on 

the day. 

Just to show how progressive the new look Staffordshire Moorlands & District Federation really is, 

we have now moved forward into the 21st Century by ensuring that successful racing is guaranteed 

(as far as humanly and electronically possible) by employing the services of a weather forecasting 

service which can plot the weather along the whole line of flight for each individual race. This will be 

particularly beneficial when it comes to the channel races and continues to demonstrate the forward 

thinking attitude of the Management Committee towards the Fed’s members and their birds. 

The final item on the meeting’s agenda was “Drug Testing”. As all members will know we carried out 

drug tests during the 2014 season and I was delighted to be able to report that nothing untoward 

had been discovered. However, as a Federation we are not going to rest on our laurels and so we will 

be continuing to support the major National and Specialist Clubs, with regular testing during 2015. 

We hope all members will support us in this venture in order to ensure that cheats are caught before 

they can gain any benefits from their method of “racing pigeons”. 

Well, there you are, everybody is now totally up to date for 2015. The i’s are dotted and t’s crossed – 

all that’s left is for my old friend Mother Nature to play her part and all will be well. 

In closing may I urge all fanciers to support and help their officials, whether they are at club or 

federation level, in any and every way they can – the result will be better racing for everyone and a 

brighter future for this wonderful sport of pigeon racing. 

Cheers for now. 

Brian Smith - Press Officer   

 

 

 
 
 


