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STAFFORDSHIRE MOORLANDS & DISTRICT FEDERATION LAUNCH INTO 2014 

Sunday 9 February was the day when the Management Committee of the Staffordshire Moorlands & 

District Federation finalised the re-launch details for the 2014 season having carried out a detailed 

analysis of all the activities undertaken during 2013 and related them to the expenditure on last 

season’s Balance Sheet. 

Several anomalies were identified, such as where expenditure has deemed to be unviable and 

positions where excessive workloads were being placed on individual job functions. Such anomalies 

needed to be rectified if the new season was to be successful. The Committee took this on board 

and as a result have made the following changes to the way the Federation is going to be run in the 

future. 

It was clear that to try to continue running our own vehicles, bearing in mind the ever increasing cost 

of fuel, plus maintenance charges and the wages we have been having to pay to a driver and 

convoyer, to say nothing of insurance and parking costs, was totally unfeasible. 

We therefore looked into the costs of using a commercial haulier and received an offer from Geoff 

Silvester Jnr to undertake the commission. Geoff has a suitable 

transporter plus a trailer which will be more than adequate for the 

birdage we are currently sending and also has a reserve transporter 

should our birdage increase or if something went wrong with vehicle 

No 1. Geoff has transported our pigeons before and is an experienced 

convoyer. He will also be taking a second person with him to the 

release point in order to ensure a simultaneous liberation of all birds. 

Pick-up times from your Club Headquarters will be the same as for 2013 but because we are using a 

commercial haulier there will no longer be any pick-up charges incurred.  

The photo shows Geoff’s transporter, which is currently being treated to a lick of paint and having 

curtains fitted to cope with our inclement weather.  

Secretarial Changes 

For any of you who have tried the role of Club or Federation Secretary, you will appreciate the 

amount of work involved, particularly during the racing season but also during the “so called” quiet 

season. Too much for any one person and the old adage certainly comes true that a job shared is a 

job halved. If more Clubs and Federations adopted this policy maybe there would be more 

volunteers to do the work. 
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In the Staffordshire Moorlands case we have split the Secretarial duties in half 

by appointing a Race Secretary in addition to an Administration Secretary, Dave 

Lomas will continue in the latter role and Andy Webb will undertake the Race 

Secretary duties. This should mean that both gentlemen will have time to 

devote to their respective duties and provide the Federation members with a 

first class service. More details of the way these two roles will overlap will be 

sent to each Club Secretary before the new season commences. 

Breeder/Buyer Sales & Increased Racing Opportunities 

I announced the dates of the Federation Breeder/Buyer Sales in my last report but now I can let you 

know that the first Auction on 23 March will be at Meir Social & Sports Club and the second, one 

week later, 30 March, will be at the Navigation Inn, Macclesfield and final auction will return the 

Meir Social & Sports Club on Sunday 6 April. 

On our published race programme we have already announced the 4bird Yearling Classic race to be 

flown in conjunction with the Poole Old Bird race on May 10 but now I can announce the fact that 

there will be additional races to be won each week during the Inland Old Bird & Young Bird 

programmes in the form of 2 Nominated Bird race and 3 Nominated Bird Combined Average race. 

Both races each week will have large prize money available to be won. Again full details will be sent 

to each Club Secretary well in advance of the start of the 2014 Season.  

The new racing Season is now approaching really quickly and the Staffordshire Moorlands & District 

Federation is ready for the off. All the changes the Committee felt were necessary to revitalise the 

Federation are now in place, including a brand spanking new website which we hope will encourage 

all members to submit information, including photographs, for inclusion. It’s your website so 

contribute to it! We’ll put anything of interest to the Clubs up as soon as we receive it. It’s now up to 

you to contribute - keep the info and photos coming. 

 
Brian Smith 
Press officer 
 

   

 

Dave Lomas 


