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TIME  AND  TIDE  WAIT  FOR  NO  MAN 

The 2015 racing season is now almost upon us and most probably by the time this article is 

published in the Fancy Press some organisations will have flown their first race. The early breeders 

will have their new young birds flying out and their older pigeons will be sitting their next round of 

eggs, whilst the later breeders are just pairing up and already looking forward to the water races. 

But as the sayings go Time and Tide wait for no man and the early bird catches the worm, so where 

does that put the majority of fanciers? Well looking around most of my local fanciers I would say 

there is just about a 50/50 split between those who can’t wait and those who prefer to let nature 

take its course and be patient, while Mother Nature plays out her Winter tunes, before they begin 

nature’s year. The wild birds seem to get it right most years!  However, it’s up to each and every 

individual to select the system they want to adopt and I am sure there is no right or wrong way to do 

things – our birds seem to be truly adaptable. No matter what we as human beings seem to throw at 

them they seem to cope with it. 

Before we get on to federation matters, just a little bit on indirect pigeon information that you may  

find interesting. 

Last week Jill and I were invited to an exhibition of new barrel mugs (no comments please, especially 

about me) at the Moorcroft Pottery at Stoke-on-Trent and whilst we were there we noticed a new 

ceramic plaque that Moorcroft had just produced to honour the heroic feats that Cher Ami 

performed during the First World War. The artistic license that has been taken in the portrayal of 

this magnificent brave bird may not be to every pigeon fanciers taste but the honour that Moorcroft 

have bestowed on Cher Ami is certainly appreciated. If anyone would like to see the plaque it is 

currently on display at The Moorcroft Heritage Visitor Centre, Sandbach Road, Burslem, Stoke-on-

Trent. Alternatively, a search of the Moorcroft website (www.moorcroft.com/site/potterygallery 

then put Cher Ami in the second search box) will provide a non-travelling way of viewing this historic 

plaque. 

Not much to report this week as far as the Staffordshire Moorlands & District Federation is 

concerned other than to remind everyone of our forthcoming breeder/buyer auctions which will be 

starting on Saturday 21st March at the Berryhill club. Details of the following two sales are on the 

Federation’s website (www.moorlandsfedpigeons.co.uk). So please, all you fanciers who are going to 

put a youngster up for auction get it well and truly fed and ready to go in the pen on the appropriate 

date and give George the chance to sell a live bird rather than just a ring accompanied by a scribbled 

note.  

Another incentive to come to the auction is that we will also be offering, at each venue, a pair of 

young birds kindly donated to the Fed by prominent and well known fanciers. These will be Lots 1&2  
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at each auction and the purchaser of these pigeons can, if he/she wishes, enter them into the 

breeder/buyer race at no extra cost, always assuming that they are within the races’ boundaries. The 

pigeons on offer at the Berryhill auction have been donated by local fanciers T Woolrich & Son.  

John, who is “the Son” in the partnership title, has been flying pigeons for over 57 years so one 

might say he knows a bit about keeping the right sort of birds to win races. As a matter of fact the 

partnership has won or been runner up in the North Staffs Sentinel Cup race at least 9 times and in 

2008 they won all the Averages in both the North Staffs and Staffordshire Moorlands Federations 

with their Janssens based family, which has been skilfully blended over many years.  So here’s your 

opportunity lads, come along and fill your boots!  

During one of my more recent articles I let 

you know that two new members had been 

appointed on to the Staffordshire Moorlands 

Federation Management Committee and so 

by way of introduction I am including a 

photograph of one of them, Mr John White 

from the Ipstones Flying Club. John is a 

member at Alton Homing Society as well and 

is also a member of the Midlands National 

Flying Club where he performed (or rather 

his birds did) in spectacular fashion last year, 

taking 10th Open, 3rd North West Section in 

the young bird National from Carentan. He has been flying pigeons for approximately 30 years, so 

there’s a wealth of hands on experience available to the Federation here, and his main objective, 

other than to win more races of course, is to help steer our Federation along the lines of as low a 

cost for racing as possible. A sentiment that I’m sure will be echoed by all of us. 

Our other new committeeman is proving a little camera shy and reluctant to give me any personal 

information at the moment – if you believe that of Ricky McGraw you’ll believe anything! Worry not 

I’m still on the case and I’ll get my man sooner or later. 

That brings me to a close for this week, but if there is any subject you would like to raise in one of 

these articles, just let me know and I’ll do the rest. 

Just before I finish, I have just received a 

picture from our convoyer, Geoff Silvester jnr, 

which shows the newly painted crates on the 

transporter – and what a handsome sight it is. 

Thanks Geoff, not only for the photo but also 

for the hard work making the crates look so 

inviting.   

That’s No 50 put to bed so I think I’ll follow suit. 

 Cheers for now, 

Brian Smith - Press Officer 

John White 

Don’t they look inviting? 


