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STAFFORDSHIRE MOORLANDS NEWS UP-DATE 

The 2014 season is now rapidly approaching and provided this horrendous weather we have been 

experiencing, particularly in the South of England, relents and the liberation 

sites can be made ready in time, we will soon all be looking anxiously 

skywards on Saturday afternoons and wondering where on earth the birds 

are. Don’t worry, I can assure you that you will get the best racing ever with 

the Moorlands this season – I have a guarantee from our new convoyer, 

Geoff Silvester Jnr, that this will be the case. 

So confident am I in this promise that the Committee have introduced an 

additional incentive to answer that age old question “Which is the best Club 

in the Federation?” 

Federation Champions League 

For the 2014 season we will be introducing a Champions League table which will operate for all the 

Inland races (both Old Birds & Young Birds) to decide which Club can top the league! 

The Champions League will be run along the following lines. All birds entered into each Inland race 

will be eligible for Championship League points on the basis of gaining 10 points for topping the 

Federation and 9 points for coming second and so on down to 1 point for finishing tenth. The points 

would be allocated to the members club and the club with the most points at the end of the 2014 

Young Bird season will be declared the League Champions for this season. 

A Trophy will be presented to the winning club at the Federation 2014 Prize Presentation which 

hopefully will be a bit more of an exciting event than has been the case in recent years. Maybe some 

Prize Money will also be available if the season is the success we anticipate it will be. 

Breeder/Buyer Auctions 

In a previous editorial I let you know about the dates for this season’s Breeder/Buyer race and the 

dates for the three auctions. I can now confirm that the dates and venues for the sales are as 

follows:  

March 23    Meir Social & Sports Club 

March 30   the Navigation Inn Macclesfield 

April 6   Meir Social & Sports Club 

Geoff Silvester Jnr 



 
 

Penning of birds will be from 12 noon with the auctions starting promptly at 1.00pm, hopefully 

under the hammer of our jovial auctioneer George Greenwood. 

The Breeder/Buyer race is open to all Staffordshire Moorlands and North Staffs Federation members 

and will be flown in conjunction with our Federation race from Poole on 6 September. 

So come on all you members donate a bird or two and give yourself the chance to pick up a bob or 

two for your after season holiday!  Last season this race paid out £2,120 In Prize & Pool money, and 

that was in a poor racing year, so who knows what staggering amount you could be flying for in 

2014.   

We will also be selling a couple of birds after each Breeder/Buyer auction in aid of Federation funds. 

Our President, Chris Knowles will be donating a couple of youngsters and has also agreed to source 

some other “Special” birds from his world-wide contacts. So that must be worth coming along for if 

nothing else. 

Our own RPRA Counsellor 

Our President and all Committee members would like to congratulate Roy 

Jones on his appointment as an RPRA counsellor representing the West 

Midlands Region. 

Roy is extremely well known within pigeon racing circles, not least for being 

the President of the highly successful Midlands National Flying Club but 

also for having been the co-founder of the Staffordshire Moorlands & 

District Federation. He has very strong views regarding the future of our 

sport and is certainly not shy when it comes to letting those views be known. Having Roy as a 

spokesman on behalf of our Federation on matters which need to be aired at a higher level will 

certainly be beneficial to our membership. So please give Roy your support if you get the 

opportunity. 

That now brings everybody completely up to date so it’s onwards and upwards towards the first race 

on April 12 from Tewkesbury. Full details of the other additional races for 2014 are highlighted on 

the Federation website under the “Special Races” tab. So if you’re in any doubt take a look. 

Brian Smith  
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