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ARE WE LOSING OUT TO DRUG USERS? 
 

I recently attended a meeting of representatives of the Alliance of Specialist Clubs who were 

gathered to discuss the recently created awareness of the use of performance enhancing substances 

in the sport of pigeon racing in Belgium and Holland and what impact that would have on the sport 

in this country. Also at the meeting was a leading continental veterinarian who specialises in racing 

pigeons to give us the benefit of his experience in this matter. 

To say the least, I was surprised to learn that little, or more or less no, professional research had 

been carried out into the use of illegal substances as far as racing pigeons are concerned to date. 

This surprised me on two fronts, firstly that such large sums of money are now being paid out in 

prize and pool money, particularly in the large “National” type clubs – for example the Midlands 

National Flying Club paid out in excess of £140,000 last season – the temptations for the 

unscrupulous to try to obtain an unfair advantage are enormous and secondly, that it would appear 

that cheating seems to be rife in the majority of sports in this day and age – athletes and horse race 

trainers using drugs, footballers diving, cricketers tampering with the ball etc, it all amounts to the 

same thing “cheating”. 

The extent to which cheating goes on in our sport in this country is totally unknown, if in fact it goes 

on at all, but the general opinion of the delegates at the meeting I attended was that we should do 

everything in our power to find out the true and accurate situation and if indeed we did have a 

problem we should nip it in the bud and not allow it to proliferate. 

The RPRA seem not to be doing too much to investigate the situation but to their credit they have 

increased the monies available to provide testing facilities to examine the samples provided by 

organisations in this country. Drug testing kits are available, free of charge, from the RPRA who will 

also undertake to have the samples tested at no cost to the organisation that submitted them. Only 

a limited number of testing kits are available and will be provided on a first come first served basis. 

The Alliance of Specialist Clubs all agreed to carry out random tests at their Marking Stations during 

2014 and also agreed to obtain consent for the testing, from their members, by having a statement 

printed on their race entry sheets that would have to be signed by the member before the birds 

could be entered into the race. 

My opinion is that all clubs and Federations should follow the example of the Alliance members and 

also carry out random tests using the RPRA kits and testing service and let’s find out if we have a 

problem to tackle or not. If we don’t find out first we could all end up seeing the cost of our sport 

increasing still further to pay for solving a problem we may not have. 

Let’s for once be one jump ahead of the posse or should I say the cheats!! 
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