The Joe Murphy/BHW 

Sporting Challenge 2007 

Flown in conjunction with the SNFC 

Sale of top Quality youngsters 

Again I offer the pigeon fancy quality youngster from the fanciers who participated in my Sporting Challenge in 2007 plus 4 birds from past contestants who kindly donated a quality youngster to assist the finances of the Sporting Challenge. We have one direct from a double 1st section 1st and 4th open SNFC winner and I cannot thank the fanciers below for their support and sportsmanship. 

The Sporting Challenge is not out to make money from fanciers and actuality gives readers of the BHW a chance to purchase top quality pigeons at the very reasonable price of £60.00 per pigeon which is only a fraction of their true monetary value. I emphasis again that the Sporting Challenge is about promoting the sport of pigeon racing, there is no financial gain to any of the fancier’s taking part. The winner will receive a trophy and the remaining fanciers a memento, diploma and a meal at the presentation night out paid from the proceeds of this young bird sale. The night out is being held in conjunction with the SHU Centenary dinner/presentation and will be the highlight of the year. 

Rules of the sale 

This young bird sale will again be a postal ballot and all entries must be sent to Joe Murphy Mystical Rose Cottage 2 Flutorum Avenue Thornton by Kirkcaldy KY1 4BD by Wednesday 5th of SEPTEMBER 2007. Fanciers are requested to write in with their choice of lot numbers, plus their name, address and phone number. Like last year I am prepared to give fanciers a non-discriminatory deal as I will allow them to bid for as many pigeons of their choice however NO one person will win 2 pigeons. If your name is drawn out against say lot 1 then you cannot win another pigeon in this draw so if your name comes out again against another pigeon then it will be the second name drawn out who will be declared the winner. I think it is only fair that we have ONE PIGEON PER PERSON which will allow 19 individual fanciers the chance to each receive a top quality pigeon. If you would like to take part then SEND me an Envelope with your name address phone number and the lot number you wish to be entered in. Once the draw has been made I will contact the successful purchasers who once payment has been made I will receive the contact number for the fancier donating the young pigeon.

All purchasers will be responsible to pay for the carriage of the pigeon. 
Good Luck!!

Lot 1: Richard Combe of Elphinstone the winner of the Sporting Challenge in 2007 with the only bird in race time. Richard has kindly donated one direct from his challenge winner as we already know she has previously won 91st open SNFC Newbury 2005, 41st open SNFC Falaise & 66th open SNFC Alencon. Her only failure was in the 2006 Alencon race when she just missed the result despite a severe injury. Sire of lot 1 is a yearling cock bred from Richard’s best lines his sire 
was a son of Midnight Son x 35 winner of 2nd & 10th open SNFC Chenoise and his dam was '4509'  a winner of 3 times on the SNFC result from Chenoise & Tours. Richard and his son Jamie are looking forward to attending our presentation on the 17th November and we look forward to seeing them both. 

Lot 2: Derek & Linda Hay from Kirkintilloch 

Sire is ‘77’ he flew Maidstone and Eastbourne this year with SNFC he is a son of their No1 pair The McEwen cock & Waterside Peggy winner of 1st west section 5th open SNFC Liege winning 2 x SHU awards and the A R Bowes trophy. 77 is a full brother to their entry into this years Sporting Challenge The Jinx who won 2nd west section Alencon and Pied Peggy winner of 88th open Alencon 2007 as well as the chequer hen who won 5th west region 75th open Newbury in 2007. As a matter of interest the No 1 pair is responsible for 9 individual winners now as well as top federation and SNFC winning birds.
Dam of Lot 2 is ‘3333’ bred for stock from a daughter of Jim Hannah’s No1 breeding cock Consistent who is responsible for an abundance of birds to score from 300-600 miles in the SNFC when mated to a daughter of Derek & Linda’s No1 pair (see sire)

Lot 3: Jim Coutts & son of Aberdeen 

Sire 4813 red cock from Ritchie & Whyte of Fraserburgh crossed Jan Aarden breeding, he was a steady racer winning twice as a youngster, he won 4th north section 24th open SNFC Newbury 405 miles in 2004, has also flew Reims 630 miles and Falaise 587 miles he is now at stock and is the sire of the partnerships best racing pigeon this year.

Dam 435 blue chequer hen bred from a half brother & sister mating. 435 was un-raced as a youngster but flew 3 races this year out to Newark 293 mile. Her Sire is SU 98 NE 6951 and was the No1 stock cock but stopped filling his eggs in 2007 he is a Janssen crossed Jan Aarden, he was a great racer topping the Federation twice also bred a bird to top the federation from Peterborough 334 miles. 435's dam is SU 03 NE 3534 and is out of the same Jan Aarden hen who is also the g-dam of 4813 and still breeding this year at 11 year old when paired to a Van Bruane cock received from Ally Sim of Inverurie

Lot 4: John Mathieson of Mossblown in Ayrshire has kindly donated a youngster direct from his double section SNFC winning hen.

Sire of lot 4 is a Kirkpatrick cock bred for stock direct from Sartilly winners 

Dam of lot 4 is 693 she is a Kenyon crossed Kirkpatrick and won 1st section F SNFC Falaise in 2005 and then 1st section F SNFC Alencon in 2006. She was injured in 2007 and was therefore not raced. She is without doubt one of the best hens flying into Ayrshire at the present time and I thank John for his generosity towards the sporting challenge. 

Lot 5: Jimmy Dickie of Fraserburgh wrote to me say ‘Joe I will donate a youngster from a son or daughter of my champion hen Broadsea Lass my sporting challenge entry; as she failed to make it home from this year’s race so cannot give you one direct from her. The other side of the pedigree of the youngster will be from John Ellis of Wellbank who needs no introduction to distance fanciers’.  

Lot 6: Jack Blackhurst of Easthouses says ‘Joe I’m honoured to donate a pigeon to the sporting challenge sale as this is one of the best organised competitions within the sport in Scotland and I’m very proud to be associated with it’. Jack then went on to tell me that last year his bird was won by Frank Welsh and when he contacted Jackie they discovered that Frank’s late father Malcolm and Jackie were great pals many years ago. Jackie bred young Frank 6 late breds this year as well as receiving the sporting challenge pigeon last year. This speaks volumes for Jackie Blackhurst and he as offered the lucky winner of this years draw the pick of the nest from the pair below. Dam of lot 6 won 34th open Alencon 2007 she was bred by Dale Newcombe of Macmerry and is from his Jim Biss pigeons which go back to 2 x 1st open National winners for Jim.

Sire of lot 6 is from Alana  who was Jackie’s 2nd open SNFC Le Ferte Bernard winner who in turn was a daughter of his 2006 Sporting Challenge entry Zara who won runner up in the 2006 sporting challenge to Bit’s and Pieces. Zara won 14th section B 56th open SNFC Alencon in 2006, 25th open SNFC Tours in 2005, 11th open SNFC Tours in 2004 and she was on the SNFC Reims result in 2003. 

Lot 7: Mr & Mrs Karl Guenther of Dumfries winner of 2 nationals in 2006 and have kindly donated a youngster direct from their 1st open SNFC Newbury winner Blue Boy, my sincere gratitude to them for their support.  

Liz and Karl have donated a blue pied hen direct from their champion Blue Boy winner of 1st section 4th open SNFC Falaise 2005, 1st section 1st open SNFC Newbury. So in his 2 national races he won the section both times some pigeon. Blue Boy is paired to his aunt and Liz & Karl hope that they can produce another pigeon as good as he is; as he as won over 30 prizes in his racing career. The dam of Blue Boy also bred Thor winner if 1st south section 1st open SNFC Alencon Gold Cup race in 2006 so you will see that this is true national blood at its very best.  

Lot 8: John Bird of Prestonpans was 2006 Sporting Challenge winner with Bit’s and Pieces. John told me ‘Joe I have a special pair in the nest and the lucky person who wins your draw can have the pick of the nest, and I will keep the other one’. You can’t have any fairer than that.

Sire is the sire of Bit’s and Pieces Belgium 2000 ‘48’ purchased at a Van De Poel sale in 2001 at Danderhall this family of pigeons have done so well at the long distance races in Belgium and he is down through the “Kuyper Ad” line of pigeons. Bit’s and Pieces won 152nd Open SNFC Newbury; 73rd open SNFC Le Ferte Bernard; 6th open SNFC Alencon and 1st section B 2nd east section 11th open SNFC Alencon in 2006, he was lost going for his Gold Award.

Dam was purchased at Blackpool show and was bred by Van De Poel to pair to 48 who contains the same bloodlines you never know there maybe another champion from this pairing.  

Lot 9:  Pete Drummond of Cowdenbeath who only keeps a small team and as he was going on holiday he split his birds up so does not have a late bred however I am prepared to breed from my first round next year a quality youngster from my top distance breeding pair, if this is not acceptable Joe, I am only too happy to put a donation into your well earned Sporting Challenge Fund again we thank Pete for his generosity and I will put the 2008 youngster up for offer.

Lot 10:  Tom & Mary Paterson of Plean who are donating one from their long distance bloodlines. Sire of the late bred was bred by Wilf Reed of Monmouth in Wales he flew Saintes 430 miles twice as a yearling; His sire was Wilf’s 2nd open Welsh South Road National winner from Saintes when paired to a daughter of Pau Hen winner of 3 times Pau her best position being 1st section 3rd open. 

Dam of lot 10 is from a son of Richard Combe’s Midnight Son when paired to Tom & Mary’s Alencon Hen who has won 13th, 38th and 117th open Alencon. What breeding and from proven tested bloodlines don’t miss out on this one. 

Lot 11:  John O’Donnell of Paisley who wrote ‘Joe I would be delighted to accept your invitation to the presentation at the Hillcroft Hotel. I have a young bird ready for your sale. It is bred out of a bird I purchased from A Wilson of Mac Duff and a Busschaert hen purchased from J Fowler of St Helens. A full brother of this bird won me the S.H.U. Centenary Medal being 1st Renfrewshire federation from Leicester in 2007’ John will receive a double presentation as he wins the medal and will collect a memento of competing in the sporting challenge

Lot 12:  Crombie & Mechan of Annan triple SNFC winners are staunch supporters of the Sporting Challenge having been previous winners. John Mechan told me that he paired his sporting challenge hen up for a pair of late breds but both eggs are clear so he split her up for the season. John emphasized that he will breed a first round youngster for the winner of his Sporting Challenge draw. He said to me. ‘Joe the purchaser can come here for a visit and have the pick of the youngsters bred’. Again this speaks volumes for the calibre of John Mechan and the other fanciers who participate in my sporting challenge. 

Lot 13:  Jim & Gary Peggie of Methil 

News from Gary Peggie who tells us that the youngster will be from the following pair; Sire is the Jock Traill cock direct from the great man himself and this bird has already bred a 7th and 14th open SNFC winner. Dam is a half sister to our sporting challenge entry UNIQUE she too has bred winners both for ourselves and other fancier’s. The cock we bred for Bremner and Hindle who won a 1st & 2nd federation in 2007 as a yearling is direct from this hen.
Lot 14:  Mike Main of Aberdeen 

Mike wrote ‘Dear Joe, this is the outline of the pedigree for my bird for the Sporting Challenge sale.
Dam is dark chequer hen Phoenix winner of 1st North Section 8th open young bird 
SNFC national in 2003; Sire is a blue bar cock S 11509 bred by W J Smith of Maxwelltown in Dumfries his sire was 4859 a full brother to W J’s 2nd open SNFC Nantes as a matter of interest 4859 is also the sire of his 2nd open SNFC Falaise winner of 2004. Dam of the 11509 is 9972 she is bred from Eskvalley Niall and S 770 bred from Eskvalley Champion 1st south section 1st open Reims for R V Graham’. Again another youngster bred in the purple

  
Lot 15:  Mark Doran of Broxburn 

Sire of Lot 15 is Marks Sporting Challenge entry Nan’s Boy whom he floated the eggs from prior to Alencon and as we know Nan’s Boy like so many other good pigeons failed to make it home. I thought this was a very gracious gesture by Mark to give one direct from his good pigeon that was going for his Gold Award in 2007. Nan’s Boy won 24th open Huntingdon 286 miles as a yearling, 11th section D 150th open SNFC Falaise 3225 birds.  He won 6th section D 48th open Falaise 2366 birds and the same year won 7th section 59th open 762 birds in the SNRPC Alencon race 540 miles. He won 12th section D 132nd open SNFC Newbury 2,838 birds then 2nd section D 32nd open SNFC Alencon 1,556 birds and in the final old bird race of the season he won 9th section D 104th open SNFC Falaise 2,039 birds.  Sire was a direct son of Marks good black cock who won us over £4000 his breeding is Jan Aarden crossed Busschaert. Dam of Nan’s Boy was bred by Willie Kinnear & son Barry from Edinburgh from Iron Bru who won 12th section 49th open Rennes in 1999 the same year he won 23rd section Nantes. Iron Bru was paired to daughter of a dark cock who won 23rd section 51st open Rennes who in turn was bred from a hen who won 24th section 24th open Sartilly so you will see that Nan’s Boy was bred for the job. 

Dam of lot 15 was bred by John McNeil of Broxburn her sire was a Busschaert and won 1st club 8th federation Huntingdon, 1st club 2nd open Maidstone he was then put into the stock loft and has bred some very good pigeons for John including the Bird of the Year for him. Dam of the McNeil hen as Sanny’s Memory winner of 1st open Scottish Central Combine Beauvais Only bird on the Day then put in the stock loft she is a Busschaert crossed with Rab Hamilton of Cambus. 

Lot 16:  George Rankin & son Gareth of Larkhall who have kindly donated a youngster for the Sporting Challenge sale even though not participating. This speaks volumes for this partnership as they are constantly asked to donate to various sales throughout Britain.  

Sire Mealy cock specially bred late bred in 2006 from Westbound Kedir 5
times a winner at SNFC races when paired to Westbound Rainbow 1st west
sect 9th open Tours 2006. 

Dam is our No1 stock hen which is Deweerdt from our original Deweerdt pair this hen is dam, grand dam and great grand dam to many pigeons to win for us from 200 miles through to 611 miles including Westbound Kedir. This pairing is a grand dam / grand son mating which has full of winning bloodlines that have performed well for the Rankin partnership.
Lot 17: Jim Cullen of Uddingston has kindly ‘chipped in’ a youngster for the Sporting Challenge sale even though not involved. Jim and his 2 friends Jim Cameron and Dave Young have shown true sportsmanship by supporting the Sporting Challenge resources. 

Sire is a red pied cock bred by Dave Young a close friend of Jim’s; he is bred from Jim’s original old family of pigeons which you will read about in the dam’s pedigree. 

Dam of Lot 17 is a grizzle hen who won 1st section 8th open SNFC Claremont in 2002 she was injured the following year and retired to stock. Her dam was bred by Dave Young from a cock out of Jim Cullen’s Jeanie winner of 1st centre section 2nd open Lanarkshire federation Sartilly a distance of 501 miles when Jeanie was paired to Jim’s number one stock cock Old 24 and they reared a pair of late bred’s. Dave had the pick of the nest and picked the cock that in turn has been his number one stock cock as all his main winners come down through his bloodlines. A young hen from him is the dam of grizzle hen dam of Lot 17 winner of 1st section 8th open SNFC Claremont. 

As a matter of interest Old 24 was paired to 5th west section 26th open SNFC Nantes  603 miles winner and they bred a 2nd west section 14th open SNFC Nantes winner. He in turn is the grand sire of Jim’s 2nd open SNFC Tours winner of 2005. Old 24 is also the sire of Jim’s 7th west section 30th open Chenoise a distance of 580 miles so you will see that this is proven long distance blood at its very best. 
Lot 18: Jim Cameron of Uddingston is a true devotee of the sport and his donation of a youngster to the Sporting Challenge is very much appreciated.

Sire Red Grizzle Cock ‘Andra’, who won 1st west section 66th open SNFC Lille 2000 he also won 33rd section 161st open SNFC Reims as well as scoring from Messac.  

He is bred from a grizzle stock hen which was named James's Grizzle and was bred by Andrew Deans of Bothwell, who gifted her to Jim’s son James. As well as being the dam of Andra she is also the grandmother of my friend Jim Cullen's 1st west section SNFC Claremont 2002. She is a great hen and is also responsible for many other good prize winning pigeons for me and others. 

Dam of Lot 18 is a daughter of chequer hen bred and raced by Jim Cullen winner of 2nd west section 9th open SNFC Chenoise in 2003 she is a grand daughter and a great grand daughter of Old 24 (see above). 

Lot 19: Dave Young of Uddingston is another whose encouragement makes the Sporting Challenge is so special.

Who wrote ‘Joe here is the information regarding my young bird for the challenge sale: the lucky person who wins the draw can have the pick of the nest, I intend to keep the other Joe’. 
 
The sire is dark chequer cock  SU05 L 13349 a very steady bird at racing out to Falaise as a yearling, he is off my number one stock cock 98 L 2116 who has produced winners at club, and top Lanarkshire federation as well as prominent positions in the SNFC. He was bred for me by my friend and fellow club mate Jim Cullen from 87L 1924.(At this time his number one stock cock) he was bred by John Aitken of Coalburn from Red Cock SU 72L 14582 whose sire 78L 8512 won 2nd west section 5th open Rennes. The Dam of 2116 was Jim's good blue hen Jeannie 1st west section 2nd open Sartilly.
 Dam of the nest pair is blue pied, bred for stock by myself she is bred from blue pied GB 05C 9372 a gift from Allan Darragh of NIPC. The Grand Dam is from my good pied hen Lynsey's Girl winner of 1st club 2nd open Lanarkshire federation Lille, 1561 birds velocity 630 ypm as a yearling, she has also bred winners are club, federation and SNFC level. My thanks to the last 4 fanciers who have donated a pigeon in supporting the Sporting Challenge and I look forward to meeting them along with the other participants at the presentation evening.

Good luck again to all fanciers who wish to participate please forward your choice of lot numbers, plus your name, address and phone number to:

Joe Murphy Mystical Rose Cottage 2 Flutorum Avenue Thornton by Kirkcaldy KY1 4BD   

Remember all entries to be in by Wednesday 5th of September 2007.

