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Stuart Maskame & Craig Mackie, winners of the Sporting Challenge 2009

I must apologise for the delay in compiling this report on the Sporting Challenge however fanciers will understand by the amount of articles I have contributed over the past few weeks regarding the SNFC that something has to take a back seat and the challenge reports have had to wait I’m afraid. As far as I’m concerned the SNFC winners are the most important aspects at this time of the year and must have their rightful place by receiving the publicity on winning a national as soon after the event as possible.

Now for this year’s Gold Cup race Margaret and I arranged to stay over at Kevin and Linda’s to sample the opportunity of being part of the greatest race in the Scottish calendar the SNFC Alencon race, he had 3 birds entered. The convoy of 1303 birds were liberated on Saturday 27th June at 07.30am with No wind recorded at the liberation site. 

The weather on the east side of the country was a total wipe out; with high humidity; heavy cloud; heavy bouts of rain and no sun for 4 days. I sat outside in Kevin’s garden for 4 hours on the first day; knowing we would not get a pigeon as we had heard of only 3 in the south section on the day; the next day I sat from 5am till 16.00 hours and believe me there was no 2 more disappointed fanciers than Kevin and I; I might be wrong in saying this as I have had quite a few fanciers express their disgust at the outcome of the race; they are not taking anything away from the winners far from it in fact we have to admire each and every bird who made the result; however there are some top quality pigeons missing and these cannot be replaced; well to do so will take another 3 to 4 years; and in many cases fanciers are too old to be bothered with trying to achieve this every couple of years. Many of you will have read in my SNFC report on the winners that we only have ONE PIGEON on the open result in to win the Sporting Challenge award. This is a great achievement from this wonderful pigeon to fly up to Peterhead and win this coveted award. However it does not take the bitter taste out of the other fancier’s mouths that have lost their candidate in this race. Many fanciers have remarked that the race controllers got this Alencon race wrong; yes they have done well at the other races but the Gold Cup race has been hit hard once again. They are entitled to their opinion and have the right of free speech. 

However it is the love and enthusiasm I have for our feathered friends which keeps me involved so deeply in our sport. I love to hear of outstanding pigeons and try to highlight their performances so that others can marvel at these unique pigeons. They are not ten a penny and when you have birds of the quality that have been entered into my sporting challenge not coming home then it affects me as well. You will read below that some of the birds have now returned and we wish each fancier every success with them in the future. Now for the details and after race comments from the participating fanciers in my challenge starting with the winner; 

Sporting Challenge Winner 

Richmond Maverick 

Race by Maskame & Mackie;

Our winner of the sporting challenge competition is Richmond Maverick bred and raced by the partnership of Stuart Maskame and Craig Mackie who are known as the ‘Flying Undertakers’  as this is their day to day job. After checking the SNFC Alencon result they were the only pigeon timed in to win 2nd section G 2nd north section flying 632 miles. When I phoned Stuart to confirm this win he could not believe he had won the sporting challenge; he was overwhelmed. He had phoned my house previously to say that he had timed Maverick in and the excitement in his voice then was brilliant and this is what keeping pigeons and taking part is all about. The Alencon race was a very testing race which continued for 3 days up into the north of Scotland; you can just imagine waiting all this time to see a pigeon knowing that birds have made it home further south. Stuart had been attending to his youngsters when he came out of the loft and stood to have a cigarette when looking south he saw Maverick coming like a train; he landed on the sputnik and looked at Stuart who could not see him for the tears in his eyes; his champion was home and he was a very happy man indeed; so much so his voice was shaking when he phoned and left his message on the answer machine. Believe me winning this award could not have happened to a better partnership as they are ‘trier’s’ and have only started to compete in the long distance events these past few years. They and Derek Hay won the young bird exchange in my challenge last year and they could not get over the ovation they received for this well believe me they will be astounded at the reception they receive from their peers when the receive the coveted Sporting Challenge Trophy. I noticed that they also won 5th section G from Ypres in 2009 so well done Stuart and Craig.
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Richmond Maverick – raced Maskame & Mackie

White Socks

Race by Billy Jamieson of Annan

Received the following email from Billy Jamieson; ‘Dear Joe, just to let you know my blue hen White Socks competed in SNFC Alencon and was my first bird home; but unfortunately a bit late, arriving at 14.00 hours on Sunday, as there was a good number of birds in I did not clock her. She will now be retired as she will be seven years old next season; currently I have 3 out of 4 from the race; my congratulations to the winner of the sporting challenge to whoever wins it yours Billy Jamieson’. Billy did not make the Alencon race but I did notice he won 199th open Newbury and 13th section A 301st open Eastbourne; 6th section A 21st open Andrezel well done Billy. 

Red Bull 

Raced by Craig Halbert

Craig Halbert phoned to tell me he never had Red Bull home from the race; he did time in his good hen Morning Joy to win 64th open. This hen has now won 5 times in the SNFC being; 16th section 97th open Falaise in 2005; 158th open Falaise in 2006; 1st section A 12th open Alencon in 2007; 3rd section A 80th open Alencon 2008 and now this 64th open win in 2009. She is a wonderful pigeon and I think Craig is going to stop her now as she has nothing left to prove. Craig has won 50th section A 70th open & 440th open Newbury; 94th & 100th open Andrezel 

Setonpark 84

Raced by Richard Combe of Elphinstone 

Received the following email from Richard Combe saying; ‘Just a wee note to let you know my challenge entry Setonpark 84 made it home sometime on Tuesday while I was down in London at a meeting (work). Got home around 21.00 hours to find her in her nest box - just a tired wee bundle of feathers! She had obviously had a hard fly. Needless to say I am delighted she made it back in one piece and I look forward to finding out how the other entries fared. I hope they all made it back safely! After I last contacted you, I realised Caelan had had a slight knock - obviously that was what caused her to have the night out. It was not serious or immediately noticeable but once I realised I let her out on her own a couple of times and watched her action. She was clearly not quite right so I decided that was her finished for this year.  She's much too good to throw away. Incidentally Joe, my time in on the night from Andrezel was one of her sons who was at the channel for the first time. Well done Maverick and kindest regards to you and your family Richard’. I noticed that Richard had 2 pigeons on the Alencon result being 19th & 21st section B 129th and 132nd open; Ypres he won 11th section B 45th open; Andrezel 4th section B 11th & 95th open well done Richard. 

Westbound Prince 

Raced by George Rankin & son Gareth

George Rankin & son Gareth nomination bird not make it home however their reserve pigeon Westbound Kiss won 17th section E 90th open; they also had an earlier pigeon to win 11th section E 68th open Alencon. They are having another good season as they have won; Newbury 31st; 64th; 92nd & 108th section E and 190th 295th & 400th open; From Eastbourne they won 2nd; 11th & 25th section E and 192nd 299th & 377th open; From Ypres they won 51st open; Andrezel 5th & 9th section E 16th; 32nd; 34th; 52nd & 63rd open so again having a very good national season. Gareth has just emailed me to say that   

Westbound Prince came home today 9th July with tail feathers and a slight graze to the body as if the hawk had a go at him, very happy to see him

Fastline 

Raced by Andy Miller

Andy Miller nomination bird has not arrived home however his reserve pigeon Might be the One won a prize by being 23rd section B; Andy had a previous pigeon who won 20th section B 131 open Alencon. Andy is another fancier who is having a good season he has won in the SNFC Newbury race 448th open; from Eastbourne 42nd ;48th; 53rd & 82nd section B 79TH; 91st ; 99th ; 156th; 219th ; 249th ; 294th; 328th & 407th open; Ypres he won 13th section B 51st open; so another good season of Andy well done. 

Betsy Blue 

Raced by Jock & Willie Strang & son Tyrone

Jock & Willie Strang & son Tyrone did not have their Nomination bird not home however their reserve pigeon Coisty won 3rd section D 87th open Alencon; they have also won 11th section D 56th open Newbury; 401st open from Eastbourne and 3rd section D 56th open Andrezel; showing a consistency year after year in the nationals well done to the partnership on another good season. 

 Lenny 

Raced by Mike Binnie of Banff 

Mike Binnie phoned to say ‘Lenny has failed to show up from this years race; he is disappointed and has lost some good birds over the years but you just have to pick yourself up and look for another champion. That’s what keeping racing pigeons is all about Joe; may I extend my congratulations to Maskame & Mackie on winning the sporting challenge what a wonderful acclaim for North Section fanciers and Barbara and I will be down to see them receive their award at your presentation; many thanks once again for allowing me to take part believe me it has been a great pleasure and indeed an honour; thank you Joe’. I noticed that Mike won 101st open Andrezel flying a distance of 664 miles which is a wonderful achievement well done Mike. 

Kate 

Raced by Tom & Mary Paterson of Plean

Tam Paterson phoned to say that he did not have one bird home from his 6 entries; to say the man was ‘gutted’ would be an understatement; how many of us have a pigeon that has scored 4 times from the Gold Cup race (not many) and to have her not home is a bitter pill to swallow. Tam said ‘Well Joe we will just have to accept it and move on; and look for another good one’; I admire this man’s guts and determination and if anyone deserves to get another Champion then it is Tam Paterson; The partners won 34th section D 337th open from Eastbourne; Ypres 126th open and 71st open Andrezel so they continue to fight well done Tom and Mary.  

Sweet Pea 

Race by Jim Wood
Received an email from Jim Wood saying ‘Hi Joe, just a short E mail to let you know that my sporting challenge entry never returned from Alencon but I must congratulate the fanciers that got there’s home in what proved to be a very sticky race; best regards Jim’ I notice Jim won 61st open in the Ypres race well done Jim.  

Nancy 

Raced by John Cosgrove & son John

Jock Cosgrove & son never had Nancy back from this testing race; however I did see their name on the Newbury result winning 7th & 34th section E and 38th section E from the Eastbourne race; Jock has not been too well of late and has undergone major surgery which obviously has taken it’s toll on him; however this quality fancier will be back hope your health improves and look forward to meeting up with you once again Jock. 

St Peter 

Raced by J J M Gillon;

St Peter is another one who failed to make it home and the family are disappointed as this cock is a real trier; they did make the Alencon result being 133rd open and I notice they also won 42nd section E 226th open Newbury; 5th section E 262nd open Eastbourne and 46th section E from Ypres; so not a bad season for Jossie and the boys well done. 

Muirhead Rocket 

Raced by Jimmy Urquhart

Jimmy Urquhart wrote ‘Sorry for not writing sooner Joe but as you are aware of the Alencon outcome; my congratulations to all who had a bird on the result; mine are still not home; 2 previous winners from Alencon and 2 that have been just out of the result but previously won diplomas in Newbury national yours Jimmy’. Unfortunately Muirhead Rocket is like a lot of other good birds who have failed to make it home from this testing race we can only hope he turns up as he was Jimmy’s favourite pigeon.

Shaun’s Boy 
Raced by George & Colin Rae;

George and Colin are finding it hard to come to terms with loosing their 2 best pigeons this year; when quality birds like this go down it take a long time to build up your team again and we can only hope to see their name back at the top of the north section results in the nationals in the near future.

Jean’s Bluebell
Raced by Dave Hamilton;

Dave Hamilton is another who waited patiently for Jean’s Bluebell to arrive home without success; the longer races like this go on the worse it is to accept that you are not getting a pigeon home; Dave has been in the pigeons for as long as I have and we both know there are more days like this than there are good days; however he did like to congratulate Maskame and Mackie on winning the challenge. 

Lagos 

Raced by Dennis Anderson

As you know Dennis Anderson lost his candidate Lagos prior to the main event; he was given the chance to have a duplicate entry but was so confident in Lagos he refused and when you see the season he is having he should have taken up my offer; From Newbury he has won 17th & 34th section A 37th; 69th; 149th & 326th open; From Eastbourne he won 24th section E 378th open; Alencon 93rd open; Ypres 2nd section A 26th open; Andrezel 1st ; 4th & 5th section A 3rd 18th; 19th; 77th & 85th open; so you will see again top performances from a top fancier. 
The Wii Hen

Raced by Donald McDonald
As you know Donald McDonald lost the Wii Hen prior to the main event; and I did not see his name on the Alencon result in this very testing race. However knowing the man like I do he will bounce back as he is made of true grit and determination. 

Gilly 

Race by White & Baird;

As many of you know Gilly was injured prior to the main event however Graham White has phoned to say she has recovered quickly that he might send her to Falaise; she is starting to fly with the youngsters and will be trained with them in the build up process in getting her fit enough to go to the last 500 mile event of the year. Graham wished to congratulate Richmond Maverick on winning the competition to win it while flying into Peterhead is a marvellous achievement well done Stuart and Craig.  

Craigview Spartan 

Raced by Jim Doig

Once again no communication from Jim Doig; however I did see he timed in the same chequer cock to win 11th section C 95th open Newbury and 12th section C 27th open Eastbourne; 95th open Ypres; 54th open Andrezel in 2009. 

Dave Harrison Memorial Trophy

As we only have the one pigeon home this year then there will be no 2009 Team Award presentations.  

YOUNG BIRD EXCHANGE

This was open to anyone within the British Isles and I received 44 names of fanciers who wished to take part this will be judged at the end of the year and the best accomplished youngster judged on PERFORMANCE/S ONLY will be our outright winner. The sporting challenge is not about making money hence the reason I’m prepared to give; £600 back in prize money to these fanciers in appreciation for their support in joining in the young bird exchange. The remainder of the money will be used to purchase trophies for the 2009 winners, postage and administration costs. 

1st prize winner will now receive £150 prize to each of the breeder and racer winners; 

2nd prize winner will receive £100 each to the breeder and racer; 

3rd prize winners will receive £50 each to the breeder and race winners; 

The winners of the competition each receive the annual trophy, as well as a beautiful engraved trophy to keep as a souvenir and a diploma in recognition for winning this young bird exchange. I have also received sponsorship of a bottle of Malt Whisky for each of the 1st prize breeder & racer winners.

The breeder and race prize winners along with all the above fanciers who are taking part will be invited to our presentation night on Friday night the 6th November 2009 at the Hillcroft Hotel Whitburn West Lothian. I do hope as many of the contestants as possible will join us at our award ceremony going by last years introduction the young bird exchange this was a resounding success and will continue as a feature of the sporting challenge schedule. 
Annie R Bowes Trophy

It is that time of the year again and I would like to invite Scottish fanciers to send me in nominations for the A R Bowes trophy for the Fancier’s Pigeon Fancier of the Year 2009. This trophy is awarded for fanciers whose honourable work in promoting the sport of pigeon racing in our country; it has nothing to do with a fancier’s achievements with his or her racing pigeon performances. It is about how these individuals helped their fellow fancier not just this year but in years past. I have highlighted the previous winning nomination letter in my article along with the other nominations. All I ask is if fancier would please send in their nominations for this award and these will be sent out width Scotland for selection of the winner which I will announced once a final decision has been made. 

Special Thanks

I once again thank the above fanciers for taking part in the 2009 Sporting Challenge and I hope they have enjoyed being part of the competition. I would also like to thank all the fanciers who have contacted me throughout the year saying how much they enjoyed the sporting challenge articles. The reason I receive the positive feedback is because I report on quality pigeons and that is what the challenge is all about. 

All the above fanciers are invited to attend the social presentation on the 6th of November in the Hillcroft Hotel along with a friend if they so wish; however I will require the numbers attending in plenty of time. May I again thank the above for participating in the sporting challenge and I wish them all the very best for the remainder of the season 

Please log onto www.elimarpigeons.com and www.Pigeonportal.com/ http://www.cyberpigeon.co.uk/  and  www.racingpigeonsuk.com and www.pigeonglobe.co.uk for a full updated portfolio on the sporting challenge pigeons. You can also contact me; 

Joe Murphy Mystical Rose Cottage 2 Flutorum Avenue Thornton by Kirkcaldy KY1 4BD or phone 01592 770331 my email address is joejmurphy@blueyonder.co.uk                     

© Joe Murphy Sporting Challenge coordinator  
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