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BHW/The Joe Murphy Sporting Challenge 2009 Flown in conjunction with the SNFC

TEAM TWO

Lagos

Raced by Dennis Anderson 

Annan; Solway 
Dennis Anderson was my Fancier of the Year in 2008 therefore he was invited into the sporting challenge competition this year; the positions achieved to win my award were as follows: Newbury 327th; 347th; 374th & 379th open; Eastbourne 51st; 73rd; 216th & 372nd open; Alencon 103rd open; Tours 4th open; Falaise 7th; 79th & 94th open. As a matter of interest these performances were good enough for Dennis to win the Telfer Trophy for the best average in the SNFC in 2008. Dennis wrote; ‘I started being interested in pigeons as a school boy; and took it up seriously in 1978 when my brother Billy and I joined Annan &District homing club. Two years later we won 1st section 1st open young bird classic from Dorchester with the Scotland’s Mid Week Specialist Club a club formed by Eddie Newcombe. At this time I was employed installing double glazing windows which; was hard work and I worked long hours; however Joe ‘hard work never killed anyone’. The pigeons had to take a back seat at this time and I decided to form my own company doing the same type of work. As the new business developed I found it harder and harder to concentrate on the birds and in 1988 I purchased a large dwelling house with extensive grounds. I had always wanted a large pigeon loft and built a double story 60 foot long by 15 feet wide was constructed with all the mod cons. In 1993 I achieved my life’s ambition by winning the SNFC race from Sartilly with an entry of 3500 birds. After a one day holdover due to very bad weather throughout the length of Britain the convoy were liberated at 8.30am into a North West wind. Other organisations racing that day experienced very difficult races with many pigeons missing. I went into the house to speak to a friend on the phone (no cordless or mobile phones in those days Joe) when I heard my brother Billy shouting ‘A Bird’.  I  ran outside and noticed a blue hen on the sputnik, after speaking to her she dropped in and was timed to be the only pigeon on the day in the national (As a matter of interest; this was the first time in the history of the club when she was the only bird ever recorded on the day of liberation) winning 1st section 1st open and I named her Seaforth Solitaire. She was bred for the job as her sire was a 1988 bred blue cock who originated from a direct son of Barcelona 11 winner of 1st International Barcelona in 1984. Dam of the 1988 cock was a direct daughter of Playboy 5th open International Barcelona in 1986. Playboy won the Gold Wing and eliminated his famous father Tee who also won the Golden Wing. Tee was an exceptional pigeon winning 4th, 8th; 46th and 102nd International Barcelona. Dam of Seaforth Solitaire was a 1988 hen her sire was Vincent bred by G & M Van Hee sire of 1st Belgian National St Vincent 5306 birds; as a matter of interest Vincent was a grand son of Champion Workman 1st open NFC Pau. The dam of the 1988 hen was a direct daughter of Jim Biss famous ‘The Joker’ winner of 3rd; 13th and 48th International Barcelona, 6th Perpignan and the Golden Wing Award winner. The Joker was paired to a daughter of De Lourdes 2nd International Lourdes in 1980 (brother to Legacy 3rd international Perpignan 1983 and 3rd international Perpignan in 1986) 

In 2000 my wife Janice and I moved to a new house on the outskirts of Annan, this property includes grass paddocks and exercise area where Janice can spend time working with her horses; I erected a double story building at the rear of the new house; with the lower floor used as a double garage and stables. The upper floor is even though I say it myself a very inspiring pigeon loft. It is lined throughout to induce heat and is partitioned with dowelled sections. Birds trap through a large window that has been built in the roof and the ventilation is excellent throughout. I also brought a large conventional loft from my old address and this loft has tiled apex roof and a corridor the entire length of the loft. This houses some of my race team and I took this one step further by building another loft at the back of the conventional loft for stock birds and installed an aviary in between the two lofts, and believe me Joe this is essential for stock pigeons as you well know after seeing a photo of your own loft in one of your articles. 

Now for my sporting challenge candidate: my entry into your sporting challenge is Lagos a chequer pied cock who won 5th section A 7th open SNFC Falaise in 2008; He is a grandson of a very good pied cock that was 1st section A 3rd open SNFC Nantes in 2000 this cock really should have won the Scottish national that day but for the fact that I had only moved house and lofts in October 1999. When he landed from the Nantes race he sat on top of the loft roof and decided to have a rest, so I chased him off the roof and he went straight back to my old address were the old loft was still there, luck would have it he couldn't get in so he then came back to the new address and then came in no problem, by which time he had lost almost 45 minutes!! No Worries Joe -Nobody Died (but I nearly did) he has gone on to score many times since for me. I was lucky enough to 2nd section A 5th open Nantes on the same day with a pied cock bred down from him, so the distance blood of the cock has been well proven and here's hoping his grandson Lagos can do me another turn. The breeding is my old Jan Aarden family which I've had for 20 plus years and over these years I've crossed them with other long distance family's to produce my own family of distance pigeons and as a bit of a joke I often call them my Jan Aanderson’s family (named after my Mrs Janice hence the Jan introduction)

I'll not bother with a reserve Joe, although thanks for the offer and I understand why you wish to introduce this into your sporting challenge; believe me my own personal Challenge will be to get to the race with Lagos and hope (my aim) to be up with the leaders. Great to read your back as the SNFC Press Officer Joe as you did a first class job in the past and I know you will give the credit to every fancier not just the national winners. Can I finish off Joe by wishing all the other contestants all the very best for 2009 especially in the sporting challenge event from the Gold Cup race from Alencon; and I look forward to reading your excellent reports on these quality birds in the sporting challenge, keep up the good work Joe you do a great job in promoting the sport up here in Scotland more power to your pen yours Dennis’.

[image: image2.jpg]



Lagos
                                                                                               

Richmondhill Maverick
Race by Maskame and Mackie 

Peterhead; Aberdeenshire 

Stuart Maskame wrote ‘Here is the info on our sporting challenge pigeon Joe. I have also given you the details on our reserve pigeon. Firstly we would like to Thank You for inviting us to be included in your 2009 Sporting Challenge. It is a great privilege for us to take part in this great event. Having followed your sporting challenge since its introduction and read about all the fantastic pigeons and top fanciers that have taken part gives us great motivation to try to get one of our entries to the race and we hope that our pigeon won't let you or us down. The pigeon we would like to nominate for the challenge is our 4 year old blue cock, Richmondhill Maverick (named after Tom Cruise's character in the film Top Gun). The sire of Maverick is a Van Bruane crossed Jan Aarden cock, the van Bruane was bred by former club mate Bernie Wolfenden (now of Lesmahagow) whose Van Bruane’s were also responsible for Irvine Buchan’s 1st North section winner from Ypres in 2008. The Jan Aarden originated from Harry Hailwood of Peterhead. Dam of Maverick was a 2003 bred blue hen that won 9th club Hastings (470 miles) as a yearling; then as a 2 year old was 3rd club Hastings beaten by her half sister (on her sire’s side) and her half brother (dam’s side). Sire of the blue hen was a Delea cock, bred from Irvine Buchan stock and the blue hens dam was a 2000 bred chequer hen a direct daughter of Ritchie & Whyte’s ‘Margaret’ winner of 1st north section 5th open SNFC Lille.
As a youngster Maverick was given 5 races to 124 miles; as a yearling he was given 6 races to Newark 308 miles winning 2 club positions and 2 minor federation positions. As a 2 year old he was sent to the Newbury national and homed next day; he was then set up for the SNFC Eastbourne race winning 4th north section 204th open. Last season he had 5 races to Rotherham 280 mile’s winning 2nd club and 12th federation being exactly 8 hours on the wing. He was then left to rest for 4 weeks and went to the Alencon Gold Cup race on a newly hatched youngster. Maverick obliged our faith in him and was timed at 14.12 on the 2nd day to win 12th north section 60th open. 

Maverick will be paired mid-February this year (along with the rest of the race birds) and will rear hopefully 2 youngsters, which like last season he will finish off himself as the hens will be taken away when the youngsters are 12 - 14 days old. When the youngsters are weaned he will then be re-paired and will be allowed to sit for ten days during which time he will have a few tosses up to 20 miles. He will then have 4 or 5 races out to either Rotherham 280 miles or Newark 308 miles; we are hoping he will get an 8 or 9 hours time on the wing at this time of the year as this will set him up nicely for the Gold Cup race. He will be raced on the roundabout system before being paired to go to the sporting challenge event on newly hatched youngsters. 

We will finish as requested with how we got involved in racing pigeons; I first got the bug in the early 80’s when we captured a stray at friends parents farm, which led us to visit a local fancier, the late Andra Buchan who often invited us over to watch his pigeons return from the races which transpired to my friend getting permission to convert an attic at his parents farm into a pigeon loft. We raced as Findlay & Maskame for about 3 or 4 years, managing to win 4 old bird races in that time, but the best memory was when we timed a 12 year old cock (a broken pigeon) on the day from Exeter 480 miles to win 5th club. Then due to other teenage attractions, we drifted away from pigeons to chase other birds. It wasn't until early 2001 that a chance meeting with Irvine Buchan and Harry Hailwood got the pigeon bug going again and a loft was soon erected and it was back to racing pigeons again, my cousin Craig, took an interest and we formed a partnership in 2003. We have had some good success in club and federation racing since then and have achieved some success at the nationals, our best performances so far being 4th & 10th section 14th & 33rd open Cheltenham young bird national flying a distance of 386 miles. We have been 2nd section 83rd open Newbury 422 miles; 3rd section 49th open Falaise 601 miles; 4th section 204th open Eastbourne 475 miles; 8th & 12th section 51st & 60th open Alencon 632 miles.  As a matter of interest Joe when we timed the 2 birds from Alencon in 2008, I was on the phone to Derek Hay of Kirkintilloch, both times, so you can bet that I will be phoning him again this year. I can just imagine big Derek will have earplugs handy just in case we do get a bird. We have built up a good relationship with Derek since we were drawn against each other in your young bird exchange; and to win this breeder/buyer competition in 2008 was the icing on the cake to our season. When we attended your sporting challenge presentation and were awarded the lovely trophies (one of annual award and the other for winning it was something else). We had a great time at the presentation and it was without doubt one of the best evenings we have had; and hopefully we will be down in November to this year’s event.
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Richmondhill Maverick

Richmondhill Stealthy Girl 

 
Our reserve pigeon is our 4 year old dark chequer hen - Richmondhill Stealthy Girl, named as when she arrived from Alencon last year, I was standing in the loft doorway and still did not see her until I heard the ETS bleep, hence the name Stealthy Girl. Her sire was a Kirkpatrick cock bred by J Dodds of New Cumnock; this cock was picked off a window ledge in Peterhead and was brought to me for reporting; however Mr Dodds was no longer in the sport, so we decided to keep him and try some youngsters from him. Stealthy Girl’s dam was a Louella Jan Aarden hen one of a matched pair for £45, no fancy breeding here, Joe. Stealthy Girl was flown to 175 miles as a youngster then as a yearling she had 7 races to Peterborough 348 miles, as a 2 year old she was sent as far as Newbury with the SNFC and homed the second day. Last year 2008 racing on roundabout, she had 5 races to Rotherham 280 miles being 11 hours on the wing, then 4 weeks later she was entered for Alencon on a new hatched youngster; she was mated to Maverick; and was clocked at 13.54 on the 2nd day to take 8th north section 51st open just 18 minutes in front of her mate. Stealthy Girl preparation this year will be similar to last season. Finally we would like to wish all the other fanciers taking part in the sporting challenge the best of luck with their candidates and trouble free preparations; yours in sport Stuart for the Maskame & Mackie partnership’.
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Richmondhill Stealthy Girl


The Muirhall Rocket

Race by Jimmy Meek Urquhart 

Larbert; Stirlingshire

Jimmy writes ‘Thank you Joe for the invite to take part in the sporting challenge; as you know I have attended every one of your presentation evenings along with my good friends Jimmy Mack and Dr Philip Lynch. So to actually take part is indeed a great honour and I look forward to the 2009 season already. My grand father Joe was ‘The Rennes Wizard’ from Slamannan the famous Jimmy Meek. When in my teens my young brothers and I had birds down from our grand father and they failed to home twice---slow learners. 

We then obtained a group of birds from our uncle Jimmy Meek and some of his friends and finally we began to get somewhere. We joined the Bonnybridge club around about 1959 and flew as Urquhart Brothers. By 1966 we were able to send our first team to Avranches, 6 birds and we had one back after a fortnight. The sad thing was it was 1969 before we had another 5 birds to try again, this time no birds on the day. 

We were 3rd Combine 3,019 birds 1st Midland Fed and won Combine two bird cup; timing four birds at approx 516 miles. During the 1970’s we aimed the birds at distance racing dry and natural with some success being 25th open Nantes, 121st open Rennes and 32nd open Avranches plus other prizes in the 30’s from Avranches; all this to a 12 by 6 foot loft. Three of these hens had two diplomas in the same season during this period and one of those three topped the federation from the south coast of England as well. As one’s life goes; my young brother and his wife parted company so I had to take the birds to my home in Falkirk and fly from a 7 x 6 foot loft, it was a 12 x 6 but had to double up as my garden shed as well; as I had to keep my sons’ bikes etc in it. During the 80’s I therefore forgot about distance and flew inland, however these bird flew with distinction and my young birds were 4 times runner up in the federation average; the great thing about this Joe was I had 12 or 14 young birds flying to a  race basket as I had no room for them in the loft. I think I won about 14 cups at that time in my best season. As a matter of interest these were the same birds that flew the distance at Bonnybridge. In the early 1990’s my uncle Jimmy Meek passed away, he was the only person that I talked pigeons with and I found my enthusiasm diminishing; I moved to my present address and finally had the room but was finding it hard to get motivated. I gave myself a target to improve my performances by to mark the millennium and I won the old bird averages. I had also become good friends with Jimmy L Mackie and Doctor Phil Lynch who encouraged me to fly the distance again. My arthritis and my wife’s health demanded little or no time spent training pigeons so that brings me to the present i.e. trying to perfect a widowhood system, cocks only. I have no hang ups about ‘strains’ and breed around the best in my loft and will take a bird to try from anywhere, there are plenty of good pigeons around Joe as you well know and they don’t all cost a fortune. 

My nominated bird will be ‘The Muirhall Rocket’ who is a 6 year old blue white flight cock; he had 2 races as a young bird; then out to Falaise (1) as a yearling where he homed about 10 days late having been striped by a hawk and still carries a ‘SPORT’ 8th flight to this day. As a 2 year old he had only 4 races; then as a 3 year old he won 1st federation from Otterburn a distance of 86 miles (also 1st joint federation liberated with the Central federation on 6/5/2006 recording a velocity of 1860.67; as a matter of interest he beat the 2nd bird by a clear 55 ypm. On the 10/6/06 he won 1st club 19th Fed Stratford upon Avon a distance of 280 miles recording a velocity of 1472.2, this race was a semi smash. On the 1/7/06 he won 1st club; 11th section D; 144th open, Alencon with a velocity of 746 flying a distance of 550 miles 629 yards returning having lost four tail feathers en route. This cock also won 1st club in the old bird through the wire shows in November 2006. As a 4 year old he flew the race programme that I had mapped out for him and was in the basket to go to Tours which as you know Joe was cancelled at the last minute in 2007. At the age of 5 years he was retired and kept for stock, but I intend to bring him out to compete in your sporting challenge in 2009. Muirhall Rocket is a blue white flight cock whose sire was a 1999 Van Wan Roy; that won 8 prize cards from 65 miles through to 374 miles and clearly should have been flown further; He was bred by my good friend Brian May (the Eyesign man). His dam was bred by Stewart Young of Bonnyrigg from a pair set up by himself and John Ellis from Wellbank from their Gold Award stock. She was a 2001 bred bird and I was lucky to have 2 seasons at stock before trying her on the road in 2004, she won 12th section D; 190th open SNFC Newbury in only her third race to the loft. In February 05 she was killed by a hawk while she was sitting on 6 day old young birds.
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The Muirhall Rocket

Muirhall Steady Eddie

My reserve pigeon is ‘Muirhall Steady Eddie’ is a 2005 late bred who on his first training flight returned on the third day flown out. I tried him again in pre-season 06 with the same result, returned on the third day flown out. So decided to train him with my 2006 young birds team and he has never been seriously late since. I entered him into the SNFC Newbury race in 2008 and he was 3rd bird home winning 44th section D 322nd open; I then sent him to the Gold Cup race from Alencon where he won 6th section D 33rd open. His sire is a brother of ‘Muirhall Rocket’ and the dam is from great friend Dr Phil Lynch carrying his top winning lines.

I intend to give my candidates 5 races plus the inland national before going to Alencon, hopeful that no training will be necessary just a combination of natural and widowhood that I’ve devised over the years. I have 14 cocks to race plus 6 late bred’s and I keep 4 pairs of stock pigeons; my breeding lines are now round The Rocket. Again Joe I’m delighted to have a go at the Sporting Challenge and can you forward my good wishes to ALL involved in this wonderful competition. I hope I have not gone on too much and I wish to express to all members of the SNFC that there is some encouragement for the back garden lofts to achieve your goal, as I have done in my selection for the sporting challenge, yours Jimmy Urquhart’.
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Muirhall Steady Eddie
Gilly 

Raced by White & Baird

Dumbarton; Renfrewshire  

My name is Graeme White and race in partnership with my friend Jim Baird, the past couple of seasons we have had John Barlow on board, who is moving to pastures new and we would like to thank John for all his help and advice and wish him well in the future. Our pigeon entered for the sporting challenge is a 3 year old mealy hen names ‘Gilly’ after my fiancé Gillian Warwick. ‘Gilly’s’ sire is a mealy cock on loan from E.Coils & sons & grand sons of Sacriston, who in turn is bred from a Ron Williamson dark cock when paired to ‘Goldie’, who was a red hen full of Germain Imbrecht crossed Rawle & Thompson bloodlines. Cowan’s Lass is the dam of Gilly she is a blue white flight from the late Jimmy Cowan of Shiremoor and she is breeding some fantastic pigeons for us and others. Her sire is a 7 year old who was 2nd open Up North Combine from Bourges for Jimmy in 2004. ‘Gilly’ was a steady and consistent young bird, racing the whole federation programme. She then went to the SNFC young bird national Leicester winning 3rd section F with a velocity of 528 for the 270 miles. In 2007 as a yearling she again finished 3rd Section F in the SNFC Eastbourne race flying 411 miles this time recording a velocity of 1076. Last season 2008 she finished 2nd Section F in the SNFC Gold Cup race from Alencon flying 555 miles. As you can see from her results Joe she is a bit special; as there are not many birds to win 3 SNFC section positions in 3 consecutive seasons. I’m hoping she can do the business and get the 4 in 2009 season as a 3 year old. We winter around 35 birds only this includes all racers and stock birds. After the young bird national in September the birds are fed only barley until the middle of February, they receive no oil bearing seeds what-so-ever during this time and I must say Joe having used this system for only the past two seasons. All birds have come through the moult perfectly and they have been a picture of health. The thing that strikes me is whilst the birds are on barley is how bright and alert they seem to be. My reserve pigeon for the challenge is a yearling chequer cock whose sire is ‘Strachan’ winner of 2nd section F in the SNFC Maidstone race of 2007. The dam is nest mate to ‘Cowan’s Lass the dam of ‘Gilly’. Can I take this opportunity to thank you Joe for the invitation to take part in your sporting challenge and I would like to wish all my fellow competitors the best of luck. Your sporting challenge not only highlights distance racing but the tremendous publicity the challenge generates is absolutely fantastic and can only be a plus for pigeon racing up here in Scotland; keep up the good work yours Graeme’.
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To be continued 
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