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Kate 

Race by Tom & Mary Patterson

Plean; Stirlingshire
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First of all can I thank you Joe for the invite into your wonderful sporting challenge for the second time and I hope I can do better than in 2007. Mary and I have been racing pigeons on and off since 1965 in Plean then at Camelon and then back to Plean again. The season 1985 saw the first time we tried racing with the national at that time from Camelon, we entered a blue yearling cock who won 119th open; the followed year with a Jim Hoops of Falkirk  red cock we won 100th open Rennes flying  553 miles; being 15 hours on the wing. In 1987 we timed in a dark cock to win 2nd section 35th open Nantes flying 612 miles. The best bird we had at Camelon Joe was a chequer hen who was bred by Jim Hoops of Falkirk she won the following positions; 71st open Sartilly, 84th open Niort, 68th and 158th Open Rennes. When she was paired to the red cock, they bred a late bred chequer cock (718) who went on to breed 8 different birds to score at 500/ 600 miles, the best was his daughter a chequer hen who as a 2 year old at Plean in 1993 won 125th open Rennes from 557 miles on the Saturday and was sent to Nantes 617 miles on the Wednesday and won 1st region 39th open in a very hard race. 

The previous year 1992 was our first year back at Plean and we won 22nd open Nantes; we then had a break from the sport for 3 years and started back in 2001 at the present address buying birds from some of the best lofts in Scotland, England and Wales. At the moment we have 26 cocks and 30 hens and I have always kept the birds on the natural system but in 2008 I changed it, splitting the birds after their first round, sending them celibate during the club races and then re-paired them for the nationals, and will continue with this system in 2009.

My entry into your sporting challenge Joe is our good 6 year old blue hen ‘Kate’; she had four or five races as a young bird, then as a yearling she raced out to Chichester 385 miles where she won 1st club 11th open. As a 2 year old she won 3rd section D 13th open Alencon 553 miles, as a 3 year old she won 3rd section D 38th open Alencon being 14 ¾ hours on the wing and timed on the day, as a 4 year old she won 12th Section D 117th Open Alencon and last year as a 5 year old she won 5th section D 31st open Alencon. Her sire was a late bred chequer cock purchased from the late Dale Newcombe; he won 60th open Maidstone 377 miles as a late bred yearling. His sire was a son of Matt MacLauchlan and son ‘Asterix’ who won 1st open SNFC Rennes in the club centenary year 1994; his dam was a daughter of Richard and Jamie Combe ‘Midnight Son’ SNFC Gold Award winner.

‘Kate’s’ dam was bred by Ponderosa Stud and is a Van Wan Roy being the grand daughter of ‘Black Giant’ 1st open National in Holland scoring four times at distances between 580 and 600 miles. 

Painted Lass
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Our reserve pigeon Joe is a 3 year old chequer pied hen ‘Painted Lass’; as a young bird she had two Appleby races a distance of 118 miles, then as a yearling she had five races including the SNFC Newbury and Maidstone nationals. In 2008 she had 6 races to the SNFC inland race from Newbury a distance of 340 miles; she was our 1st bird Joe but failed to make the result. I then sent her to the SNFC Falaise race and she won 17th Section D. Painted Lass sire was a mealy cock bred by Dale Newcombe and is direct from Style and Regatta. He has already bred us a good blue cock that has won 3rd section D 20th open Tours as a matter of interest Joe; Kate has paired to this cock in 2009. Painted Lass dam was a red hen winner of 1st club 4th open Salisbury a distance of 357 miles, she was from a red cock who was a full brother to the mealy cock when paired to the Van Wan Roy hen who is the dam of ‘Kate’. A full brother to the dam of Painted Lass won 3rd open SCC yearling derby Huntingdon. 

The birds will be paired as last year on the second or third week in February and they will rear the first round until the youngsters are 16 days, then the hens and the young bird will be taken away, except for the channel hens as they will sit 12 days on the first nest, lift the eggs and let them go back down and sit the second round until they lift off the eggs then they will then be split. They will go to the Gold Cup race from Alencon on their first youngster of the year hoping to put that extra edge on them. Can I finish off Joe by wishing everyone in your sporting challenge the best of luck and we hope that everyone who participates gets a time in.   

Logan

Race by John Cosgrove & Son John 

Lesmahagow; South Lanarkshire
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Hi Joe it is indeed a great honour to participate in your sporting challenge and we look forward to the challenge. We started flying at our present loft location in 1974 having moved the loft from the nearby village of Coalburn. Where my dad; grand dad raced pigeons since 1951 be it with limited success, never really doing anything at the 500 miles level. We won our first national position from Avranches in 1976 with a blue pied cock being 4th west section 19th open. This was the start of a few national positions to come our way over the years and at present I think we have gained over 140 SNFC diplomas, which we are very proud of. The ultimate position being our winning 1st west section 1st open SNFC Nantes in 1987 with Sunshine Lady, you may remember Joe we timed in her sire Sunshine Lad in the same race to win 4th west section 37th open; and you visited us and did a video of the SNFC winners away back then; how times fly eh Joe. In 1992 we were 1st west section 4th open SNFC Nantes and we have won various other open and section prizes with the SNFC including winning the West section averages 3 years in succession. In 2006 whilst competing with the SNRPC we won 1st west section from Reims, enough about these wins Joe, you know I’m not one for blowing my own trumpet, I prefer to let my pigeons do my talking.  Our racing loft is 21 foot long by 8 foot wide we keep about 30 pairs for racing; we also have a small stock loft with 8 pairs housed. 

Our entry into your sporting challenge Joe is Logan winner of 5th section E 71st open Alencon 2008 prior to this win he flew Wanstead Flats with the SNRPC being 11 ½ hours on the wing. Logan sire was an 03 blue cock bred by Jean Harrison for Lesmahagow. In season 2004 he won 8th section 128th open SNFC Falaise; the following year he won 14th section 72nd open SNRPC Alencon. The dam of Logan was lost from the top of the loft. 

Nancy
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Our reserve candidate is Nancy bred by Ken Buchanan of Hamilton she flew Wanstead Flats however did not arrive until the next day. She won 1st South Lanarkshire federation from Catterick in 2008 and was then set up for the SNFC Gold Cup race from Alencon were she won 10th section E 119th open. 

May we wish all the fanciers taking part in your challenge Joe all the very best in the Alencon race. It is hard to race pigeons into the west section however I will be trying to achieve my dream of winning the Gold Cup just like everyone else. All the best to you and Kevin for the new season and I will look out for Kevin’s name on the SNFC results, all the very best yours in sport John Cosgrove’. I would just like to wish Jock a speedy recovery as he has not been too well of late and hopefully reading about his quality pigeons in this article will be a nice little boost to him; good luck for the future with your heath and pigeons. 

Fastline 

Race by Andy Millar 

Edinburgh; Lothians

[image: image6.jpg]



Hi Joe, first of all I would like to thank you for inviting me to participate in your sporting challenge for 2009. Previously I competed in your challenge in 2004 and 2008 the first time after qualifying by winning 1st East Section 2nd Open Reims with my dark chequer widowhood cock “Dennis the Menace.” After his performance I retired him to the stock loft and thought about obtaining a suitable hen to try and breed his like. You know the rest Joe as you and I swapped a pigeon. I gave you a late bred when he was re-paired and you gave me an inbred grand daughter of your National winner “Mystical Rose,” who I called “Miss Murphy.” She was put right into the stock loft for 2004 and their first pair of youngsters in the nest resulted in 2 cocks. One of them was my sporting challenge entry in 2008 and again in this year he is a dark chequer cock named ‘Fastline’.

His sire as mentioned above was a winner of 7 x 1st prizes from 140 miles to 556 miles winning over £5000 in pools and prize money. Grandsire was 1862 a Kirby Busschaert crossed George Hunter of Danderhall; who was gifted to George from Sandy Popp also from Danderhall; when paired to a hen purchased from Dennis Dall of Ladybank in Fife; being in-bred to his 1st open SNFC Niort winner Rowena. Fastline dam as mentioned above is ‘Miss Murphy’ bred by Joe & Kevin Murphy from Kirkcaldy in Fife. Her sire is a direct son of Mystical Rose when she was paired to a Dennis Dall cock that was called the ‘Brother to Rowena’ which is self explanatory as he was a brother to Dennis’s national winner Rowena. Dam of Miss Murphy was an unrung hen again direct from the ‘Brother of Rowena’ when paired to a daughter of Mystical Rose when she was paired to a son of Lothian Lass the 7 times SNFC winner bred and raced by John Ellis of Elphinstone and she won a Gold Award in the SNFC.  

 Fastline racing record as such was slow to say the least. As a youngster he was flown on darkness and raced with the Pentland Fed programme to Newark 220 miles, never being clocked but also was never too late home. Fast forward to 2005 as a yearling he was put on widowhood and raced his first race from Thirsk 140 miles, and continued every week through to the last race of the season, the federation open race from Maidstone. This was the first time he was clocked being my third timed pigeon winning 14th fed open. In 2006 he was paired at the end of February reared a pair of youngsters then put on widowhood. First race again from Thirsk, then sent every week up to the SNFC inland national from Newbury (5races) where he was timed to be 6th Section B 45th Open. Still on widowhood (as all my pigeons are) his next race was from SNFC Alencon 540 miles where again he was my first timer being 12th Section B 39th Open winning nearly £400. After this race he was re-paired and sent to Falaise where he was my second timer being 35th section B 146th Open. In hindsight it was then I realised that re-pairing him was a mistake as he looked fantastic but the “zip” of a widowhood cock was missing, Joe the readers who fly widowhood will understand what I mean by this. In 2007 the same preparation was applied as 2006 although from the Newbury inland national alarm bells were ringing until he dropped at night after 11 hours on the wing looking fantastic and none the worse for wear. His next race as the previous year was SNFC Alencon on widowhood where he was timed to be 7th Section B 19th Open, winning £2000.

Preparation for 2008 was similar to the previous years although he had 2 races less, earlier in the season. My reasoning for this was with him being a year older, my thoughts were toning up was all that was required as the experience had been gained over the previous seasons. However I believe this may have affected the final performance from Alencon partly due to the short first day fly, with the late liberation, although a creditable 22nd Sect and 79th Open was gained, winning 3rd in the Sporting Challenge; he also assisting in winning 1st in the Team Challenge Trophy. The preparation for 2009 will be the same as the 2007 season with no holding back as this season the opportunity of winning a Gold Award is available. 

Might be the One
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My reserve candidate is also a dark chequer cock; he is a full brother to Fastline and is flying to the same section in the loft, so his pairing date and preparation races will be exactly the same. As a youngster this cock flew the federation programme to Newark 220 miles winning a couple of minor club prizes along the way. Last season as a yearling he flew 7 club races and the Newbury inland National, performing better as the distance increased but still slightly off the pace, although not being miles behind. I then decided to send him to the last SNFC race from Falaise 508 miles, where he homed badly hawked missing the result by a couple of minutes. I’m sure this pigeon has a bright future at long distance racing as he has all the characteristics of his grand sire who won besides his 2nd open SNFC Reims win many other prizes. Sometimes you have an inclination about a pigeon and this bird ‘Might be the one’. Joe I would like to take this opportunity to wish all the other sporting challenge entries all the best for the season ahead and again thank yourself for inviting me to participate in the Joe Murphy sporting challenge 2009 best regards Andy’.

Westbound Prince 
Raced by George Rankin & Son Gareth 

Larkhall; Lanarkshire
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Gareth wrote ‘Hello Joe, Dad and I are pleased and privileged to be asked into entering the Joe Murphy Sporting Challenge, we have participated in the challenge in the past but have not had a great deal of joy whether that is because the pigeon knows it is in the challenge and too much of a burden on it or we have possibly failed in getting the timing correct so that the pigeon is a 100% for this nominated race which you have to nominate 4 months beforehand. We are glad to be asked to enter in 2009 which comes from the Joe Murphy sporting challenge criteria of finishing first or second section in the SNFC gold cup Alencon race which in 2008 was with “Westbound Versatile” we had contemplated about nominating him for the challenge but as his name portrays wins gained competing from various race points he will in 2009 move to another race to test his ability.

The pigeon we would like to enter in 2009 is Westbound Prince; a pencil blue cock that is strong, well balanced and of medium to long cast with what you would classify as having an average Pearl eye. As a 2 year old late bred in 2008 his prime performance of the year was when he won 1st club 1st central Scotland 3 bird club 4th Lanarkshire Social Circle 5th open Lanarkshire federation with his SNFC performance being that of 4th west section 17th open SNFC Falaise 504 miles velocity 758. Four weeks prior to this race Joe; Prince also took another SNFC diploma of being 44th section E from Eastbourne 387 miles recording a velocity of 948 which I have no doubt got him into tip top condition for the race from Falaise, Prince also took another position this year in federation racing when he won 3rd club 12th west section Lanarkshire federation Newark a distance of 223 miles with 1908 birds entered. His preparation in 2009 will be along the lines of being paired on the 10th of March rear 1or 2 in the nest and then have 3 to 4 races out to 200 miles then one more preparation race from either Leicester 245 miles or Newbury 320 miles. Prince’s sire is our No 1 Stock cock 22299 who is a son of Westbound Junior; who was a great pigeon at the extreme distance out to Niort 673 miles of which he had took many great positions including 1st west section 24th open SNFC Niort; he in turn is a son of Westbound who won 1st west section 4th open SNFC Niort. The dam of the No 1 stock cock was the double section hen 3111 this hen was produced after a special Rankin/Jim Hannah pairing at the back end of 1990 when her sire was our own Westbound 1st west section 4th open SNFC Niort 1990 when paired with Jim Hannah’s Westsound 1st west section 4th open SNFC Rennes 1984, well worth noting that each of the egg’s that were split between ourselves and Jim later produced pigeons that have achieved good performances for both lofts. The No 1 Stock cock is also the sire and grand sire; great grand sire of many good pigeons including Westbound Lady winner of 1st west section 9th open SNFC Nantes 600 miles; Westbound Rainbow winner of 1st west section 9th open SNFC Tours 609 miles; Westbound Sunrise winner of 1st west section 49th open SNFC Falaise 504 miles; Westbound Princess winner of 1st west section 1st open Lanarkshire federation Morpeth 5349 birds; 2nd west section 40th open SNFC Hastings plus many other good pigeons. The No 1 stock cock was also the grand sire of Pride of Alton raced by John & John Hood of Milton of Campsie 1st west section 15th open SNFC Alencon in 2005.

Westbound Prince’s dam is 15228 a pigeon purchased at the Larkhall squeaker sale in 2005 she was bred by Jim Hannah of Blantyre; sire being 13957 who is a son of Blue Girl 1st west section 2nd open SNFC Sartilly when paired to a grand son of Pied Queen. The dam of 15228 being 24062 who once again is a daughter of Blue Girl 1st west section 2nd open Sartilly when paired to Jim’s Red Producer.

 

“Westbound Kiss”
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We have picked this hen as our reserve as she has all the attributes that we like to see in a 2 year old for the Kings Cup race. As a young bird she had 3 to 4 races out to 107 miles as a yearling in 2008 she was flown to Cheltenham 279 miles being our 5th bird to the loft after flying 9 ½ hours on the wing and finishing very fresh to win 9th club. Like our nominated pigeon Prince; she is also of great balance; quality feathering; medium to long cast and has a very rich eye. Her preparation for the challenge race will be 4 or 5 races to Leicester then down sitting 15 plus days on eggs at day of basketing for the Gold Cup race. She will be paired on the 10th of March and rear 1 or 2 in the first nest. Sire is the No 1 Stock cock 22299 see Prince for details.

Dam of Westbound Kiss is 221 bred by John & John Hood; sire being bred by ourselves who in turn was a grand son of Red Rocket our SNFC Gold Award winner. Dam of 221 was the Hood partnership good pigeon Buckingham Belle who had many positions including 9th open Buckingham; 4th open Chichester and 71st open Scottish Central Combine Lille. She in turn was bred from 50% Rankin blood with the other 50% being the Hood’s own successful bloodline that has served them well in the past and present. 221 in 2008 was the dam of a 3733 winner of 1st club 1st west section 1st Lanarkshire Social Circle and 1st open Lanarkshire federation from Cheltenham 279 miles with 1780 birds competing, 12th west section 36th open Lanarkshire federation Wincanton with 1267 birds competing. 

On behalf of dad and myself I would like to thank you Joe for the opportunity to compete against class pigeons that have been entered by our fellow 2009 competitors, I wish each of these fanciers all the very best and let’s hope that some of us can put up an equal great performances as Richard Combe’s Setonpark Caelan has achieved these past 2 years. Keep the good work up on promoting these marvellous Long Distance SNFC pigeons of which I have no doubt you will as you being a person who just craves promoting top class pigeons and who also does a great job of being PRO of many organisations yours in sport Gareth’.

 

To be continued 

© Joe Murphy Sporting Challenge coordinator  

