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TEAM FIVE 

Red Bull

 Race by Craig Halbert 

Eastriggs; Solway

Thanks once again Joe for the invitation to fly in the 2009 sporting challenge. I still have fond memories of the 2008 race which my pigeon Morning Joy was 4th in; winning 3rd section A 80th open SNFC Alencon. Also the fantastic night I had at your presentation in the Hilcroft hotel last November, and believe me the same group of south section fanciers will be attending your presentation evening in 2009 as this was one of the highlights of the winter months. This year Joe I would like to enter my 3 year old red cock ‘Red Bull’ as my main candidate as this cock always seems to have plenty of energy. He managed to gain a very creditable 5th section A 101st open SNFC Alencon in 2008. His breeding is ¾ Matt Jamieson and a ¼ Jan Aarden. As you asked for 2 entries this year Joe I will go with Red Bull as my first choice and if anything happens to him prior to the main event I will then use my reserve pigeon which will be Morning Joy which you already have the details for. 
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Red Bull

Morning Joy

As a young bird Morning Joy flew Newark 163 miles then as a yearling she was raced out to Falaise 445 miles winning 33rd open. Then as a 2 year old she won 16th section 97th open Falaise; in 2006 she won 159th open Falaise; 2007 she won 1st section A 13th open Alencon from a distance of 473 miles and in 2008 she won 3rd section A 80th open Alencon; accumulating by now winning 5 times from France; she gained a  Silver Medal at the SNFC presentation in 2008. The sire of Morning Joy is a Tumley Loft Janssen crossed Jan Aarden while the dam is a Louella Pigeon World Jan Aarden. I intend to pair up on the 1st of March let the team rear the youngster and then put them on roundabout, they normally have four races on this system and are then re-paired and hopefully sent to Alencon feeding a youngster. I race a total of 16 pairs the bulk of these are either Jan Aarden or my late uncle Matt Jamieson pigeons, with Matt passing away in 2007 it made it very special to win the section from the Gold Cup race in that year. Thanks once again for the invitation Joe and can I wish all the competitors within the sporting challenge all the very best and I hope they receive the same amount of pleasure that I received last year in taking part in your wonderful competition.
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Morning Joy

Shaun’s Boy 
 Raced by G & C Rae 

Aberdeen

Hi Joe, please find attached information on blue bar cock Shaun’s Boy our entry into your sporting challenge. As a young bird he went to all young bird races in the federation including Wakefield with the Grampian combine winning 1st club 1st federation 1st Grampian combine from a distance of 244 miles; As a yearling he won 1st club 6th federation from Leicester a distance of 318 miles; then 2nd club Huntingdon from 342 miles; he was then sent to Maidstone 420 miles and won 4th club. He was then set up for Falaise and returned home injured and to tell you the truth Joe we thought he was finished. In 2006 he won 3rd club 7th federation from Peterborough a distance of 328 miles and the following year he won 1st club 3rd federation 5th north section SNFC Eastbourne a distance of 440 miles winning £325. Last year 2008 he won 1st federation 4th north section 34th open SNFC Alencon a distance of 610 miles winning £580. Shaun’s Boy breeding is as follows; Sire is from the late Doddie Ross a great SNFC flyer in Aberdeen and a hen from Ian McKay from a Mick McMurchie hen.
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Shaun’s Boy

Lucky

Our Reserve Bird is a blue bar cock who raced all federation races as a young bird and as a yearling went to Leicester a distance of 318 miles. As a 2 year old he went all the way to Maidstone 420 miles winning 4th club 18th federation. Then last year as a 3 year old he was sent to SNFC Eastbourne race a distance of 440 miles failing to make the result; he was then entered into the Falaise race however he again just missed the result. His dam was a Jan Aarden; while his sire was bred by the late great Davie Rose of Aberdeen another great Scottish National flier. We fly as G & C Rae with my dad Roddy who is now retired and looks after the bird’s full time, which is a great help to me Colin as I work shifts. We keep about 100 birds mainly of the Jan Arden family and a few gift birds from friends and we breed about 70 young birds per year. As a matter of interest Joe my dad has kept racing pigeons for 60 years and I for the past 24 years, my uncle and granddad kept pigeons so you can say ‘It’s in the blood’. In closing Joe can you pass on our good wishes to the other fanciers taking part in your sporting challenge; it is good to see that you are continuing with the innovative theme being SPORTSMANSHIP; yours Colin’.
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Lucky 

The Wii Hen

Raced by Donald McDonald 

Dalmellington; Ayrshire

Donald wrote ‘Hi Joe, thanks for the invitation to participate in the Joe Murphy sporting challenge; my entry shall be The Wii Hen I selected her name from the Nintendo Wii I promised my wife I would buy her if I timed this hen from the Gold Cup Race in 2008 and she duly won 1st section F in the SNFC; therefore purchasing the Nintendo Wii was not a problem. Nintendo Wii is blue hen bred in 2004 and in her first race as a youngster she returned home the following Tuesday she was then given the following week off then raced the full Ballochmyle race programme. As a yearling she had four races to Leicester arrived home on the Monday at 8.30am. Then as a 2 years old she won 3rd club Annan; 5th club Appleby; 1st club 1st federation Leicester and one week later she was 2nd club Huntingdon I then stopped her for the season. Then as a 3 year old her first was race from Ripon 142 miles; 2nd race Leicester 230 miles then Maidstone 346 miles where she won 1st club (only bird in the race time) 10th section F with the SNFC. As a 4 year old I decided I would send her to the Gold Cup race from Alencon if she survived the Sparrow hawk and the Peregrine falcon attacks that we receive on a daily basis here; as you well know Joe. She was never in the training basket just 3 races her first race was from Ripon 142 miles winning 7th club her second race was Newbury with the SNFC a distance of over 300 miles and she won 1st club only pigeon on the day; her 3rd race was Alencon 513 miles she won 1st section F which allowed her entry into your sporting challenge. Her breeding makes interesting reading; in 1989 I was visiting my friend Jim Brogan from Annbank I was looking into the eyes of some of his pigeons and said this particular blue hen was the best pigeon in the loft, Jim said if you think that take her home. He also gave me the cock she was paired to. They bred a blue cock who won 7 x 1st; 7 x 2nd and 12 x 3rd prizes in the club. The cock was then paired to his own dam and bred two blue cocks one of these cocks bred my good blue hen she won the last two young bird races, only bird on the day.  She in turn was paired to her own sire and bred a blue cock that in turn is the sire of The Wii hen. The dam of The Wii hen was a gift from W Stuart of Ayr bred from a pair of Jim Hannah pigeons. In 2009 I will pair up around February, rear a pair of youngsters then split the birds up and The Wii hen will not be re paired until 14 days prior to going to the Gold Cup race, she will have no training whatsoever only entered into races to gain fitness levels. Her 1st race will be Ripon 142 miles, then the SNFC Newbury race and all going well into the Gold Cup race. Every time this hen is sent sitting 5 to 7 days on eggs Joe; I time her in so she will go in this nest condition to the Gold Cup event. I started racing pigeons in 1958 and have raced ever since and like most fanciers Joe I have had a lot of success but at the same time a lot of failures. My current team seem to be the Van Hee strain and the Marley Westropp pigeons down from the Rome/ Faroes cock when I say Van Hee / Westropp pigeons this is not through choice but they are the pigeons that after the racing season ends are the ones sitting on the perches. I have eight pairs of stock pigeons and ten pairs of racers,  I try to keep 40 young birds for training and racing but will be lucky if there are 25 left to go to the first young bird race. The problems we have in the West of Scotland nowadays is our youngsters will not range, years ago my youngsters would fly for about one and a half hours enjoying their freedom, now if they fly any more than 15 minutes the Peregrine appears and after every attack they only fly round the loft. Joe you have visited my loft so you at least have some idea of the terrain our pigeons have to endure. My loft is 30 feet by 9 feet split into 5 sections, 2 for old pigeons 2 for youngsters and a spare section. My old bird sections have 20 Petron nest boxes all up and over German style boxes. It is indeed a great privilege to be invited into your sporting challenge Joe and I hope my entry is a worthy candidate; when you study her performances 1st club 1st federation Leicester 230 miles by 215 ypm, 1st club Newbury 300 miles only bird on the day, 1st club 10th section F Maidstone 346 miles only bird in race time and 1st club 1st section F from Alencon 513 miles; I believe she is good enough to compete with the best and I know that there are quality pigeons in your challenge hence the reason I have entered The Wii Hen. May I wish all the fanciers taking part all the very best in the Sporting Challenge and also in the greatest race of all; the SNFC Gold Cup race. You and I Joe have been associated with this great club for many years and we are steeped in the traditions of the club and without doubt winning the Gold Cup is the ‘Dream’ of every long distance fancier in Scotland. Thanks once again for the invite and good luck to you and Kevin for 2009 yours Donald’.
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Finale

I once again thank ALL the fanciers for their contribution to my sporting challenge in 2009 you will see by reading their comments they are as different as chalk and cheese which makes it all the more interesting and to have the benefit of learning from these accomplished fanciers is indeed a privilege. I do hope that you the readers have enjoyed it as much as I have had compiling it together into this editorial. I also look forward to the 2009 race and hope we have as many of these wonderful birds on the open result. The icing on the cake would be if a sporting challenge pigeon winning the Gold Cup we can always dream; one thing is for certain they are capable of achieving this goal. May I once again wish everyone taking part in this years sporting challenge the best of luck and many thanks for the details on your wonderful pigeons. 

Additional Challenges 

My introduction of 3 new challenges i.e. Triple Challenge, Quadruple Challenge and Champion of Champions Challenge has been received with enthusiastic response throughout Scotland. I’m proud to say I also received sponsorship of a trophy for each of these 3 challenges. These challenges are open to every fancier within the SNFC and I will depend on the members to send me in details of their pigeon if it comes into any of the category for the prestigious awards. These awards are for INDIVIDUAL BIRDS winning a diploma in each of the consecutive years racing with my first award being; The Triple Challenge sponsored by Ian Gill of Pigeonportal web site;  www.Pigeonportal.com this Triple challenge is for the same INDIVIDUAL BIRD to win a prize 3 times in consecutive SNFC races from the following stages of its career; as a yearling from an inland national, as a 2 year old from Falaise in France and then as a 3 year old from the Gold Cup race with the highest placed candidate on the open result the winner. At the present time I know of 8 birds who could win this category I will highlight them nearer the Gold Cup race with the highest place bird the winner of this Triple Challenge award. 
The Quadruple Challenge is sponsor by Willie Hay of Double Quick Scaffolding Limited (Fife) this Quadruple Challenge is for the same INDIVIDUAL BIRD to win a prize 4 times in consecutive SNFC races from the following stages of its career; as a young bird from the young bird national; then as a yearling from an inland national, as a 2 year old from Falaise and then as a 3 year old from the Gold Cup race with the highest placed candidate on the open result the winner. At the present time I know of 13 birds who could win this category all they have to do is win a prize from Falaise in 2009 and then the highest place bird in the 2010 Gold Cup would be the winner.   

My third challenge will be named Champion of Champions Challenge (I have received sponsorship but the fancier wishes to remain unidentified, only to say that he is more than happy to support this venture). 

This Champion of Champions Challenge will be the ultimate award, as the same INDIVIDUAL BIRD would have to win a prize 5 times in consecutive SNFC races from the following stages of its career; as a young bird from the young bird national; then as a yearling from an inland national, as a 2 year old from Falaise and then as a 3 year old from the Gold Cup race and as a 4 year old from Tours with the highest placed candidate on the open Tours result the winner. 

This will take a hell of a pigeon and there will not be many pigeons who can achieve this but if it can be achieved then it will be done up here in Scotland as we have some of the best long distance pigeons in Europe. The winner of this award will deserve the accolade of being known as Champion of Champions.  
I have accepted 2007 & 2008 results; which means the first 2 categories in each challenge is competed for and I have highlighted these above. 

These new innovations are a step in promoting the quality of pigeons we have here in Scotland. This has been my goal from the introduction of the sporting challenge and I think this has been achieved and it is now time to move the crossbar a little higher and highlight the SUPER QUALITY in these 3 challenges. Any fancier who wins any one of the awards will be a very proud fancier. I have to say that the ultimate prize of winning the Champion of Champions Challenge will be something special and it will take a very special pigeon and fancier however I do believe that it can be achieved as we have the quality of fanciers and pigeons to achieve this objective. If anyone has a pigeon that they think is a candidate for ANY of these awards then please drop me a note the address and email is at the end of my weekly article in the pigeon press. 

Presentation

This year 2009 all competitors within the sporting challenge and the young bird exchange will be invited to attend our presentation which will be held in the Hillcroft Hotel in Whitburn on Friday 6th November 2009. Our guest of honor will be Sid Collins the president of the Irish National Flying Club whom I asked when at Blackpool show in January.    
SNFC

As most of you who follow my articles will know the SPORTING CHALLENGE is held in conjunction with the Scottish National Flying Club in the respect that these fanciers taking part MUST be members of this great club and participate in the Gold Cup race. The fanciers who have accepted my invitation into this years sporting challenge have forwarded their details of entries to me during the months of January/February/March 2009. As you will perceive this has been done prior to the new season taking place and we have to admire these fanciers who have selected a pigeon in some instances 6 months ahead of the Gold Cup race. Believe me this takes a very special person as in the past some people have refused my invitation to join the challenge because they felt under pressure and could not select a pigeon so far ahead of the race date. Whereas these fanciers have contribute towards the appeal of the challenge and it is a privilege to have them involved. One more significant fact in the whole context of the Sporting Challenge is that these fanciers enjoy being part and look on it as a pleasure to compete against their fellow fanciers in a one to one bird nomination competition. Going by the emails and letters I receive from the present and past fanciers the majority deem it a fantastic opportunity to participate in the sporting challenge which is a magnificent accolade to not only me personally but also in publicising the Scottish pigeon sport throughout the world; may I wish every fancier taking part every success with their entry in the 2009 SNFC Gold Cup race. 

Scotland’s Fancier of the Year Award 

We also have the Joe Murphy Scottish Pigeon Fancier of the Year award, which is worked out on the co- efficient system over the 3 main old bird races from France. As a matter of interest this trophy is OPEN to all SNFC members and the fancier with the best co – efficient will be judged as the outright winner with another trophy for the runner up to this top award. This award will not be up for competition if the SNFC do not have channel racing during 2009 and revert to an inland race programme. 

Annie Bowes Memorial Trophy Award 

Last year was the third time I have been instrumental in organised the running of the Scotland’s Fancier’s Fancier of the Year award; the winner was Alan Ritchie of Banff. Believe me there was not a prouder man in the room than Alan when he was presented with this wonderful Annie Ross Bowes Memorial trophy at the sporting challenge celebrations. This trophy is awarded to fanciers not for racing their pigeons on the contrary it is awarded to our unsung workers within our sport in Scotland. Someone who has devoted years and years of tireless work to endorse our sport and in many instances some have been financially out of pocket; this could be a president of a club: federation or combine; it could also be a secretary or a fancier who cleans out the race baskets, a clock setter ANYONE who has promoted the sport of pigeon racing within any organization. We all know them as the vital Heroes whom we know as the backbone of every club. This trophy will be eligible to EVERY FANCIER WITHIN SCOTLAND and it does not matter if they fly their pigeon’s with the SHU or the RPRA and more importantly will be judged regardless of the fancier’s political beliefs.  Again I emphasis that the sporting challenge is about camaraderie between fanciers and the Annie Bowes trophy is judged on precisely this same format; if you know of someone you think would be a worthy candidate then drop me an email or letter with their details and remember I require your name and address. I intend to send all nominations along with the bird of the year and young bird exchange nominations to our main guest of honour Sid Collins prior to his attending our presentation in November. 

Update prior to the race

I would appreciate if the 2009 sporting challenge fanciers taking part would contact me by the 7th June 2009 which is the day after the Newbury SNFC race; as this will allow me time to compile an update on all candidates progress before the main event which is flown on the 26th June. I also require fanciers to contact me AFTER the race regardless if they time in their bird or not as it will allow me to compile a final article informing readers how the sporting challenge candidates completed in the race. 

Once more may I wish each individual member of the SNFC all the very best in what is the greatest race within Scotland. The one that has stood the test of time as we have competed for the Gold Cup since the early 1900’s and it is the race every true long distance fancier in Scotland wants to win. We all know someone who has won this race as the majority have become household names by winning this prestigious Gold Cup. I am indeed very grateful to each and every one of fanciers taking part in the sporting challenge for their support and their contribution to allow me to highlight the profile of our sport of pigeon racing here in BONNY SCOTLAND.

Please log onto www.elimarpigeons.com and www.Pigeonportal.com/ www.pigeonglobe.co.uk or http://www.cyberpigeon.co.uk/ or the newest web site www.racingpigeonsuk.com for a full updated portfolio on the sporting challenge pigeons. You can also contact me; Joe Murphy Mystical Rose Cottage 2 Flutorum Avenue Thornton by Kirkcaldy KY1 4BD or phone 01592 770331 my email address is joejmurphy@blueyonder.co.uk         

© Joe Murphy Sporting Challenge coordinator  

