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Due to the holdover in the first national race from Newbury; I did not have time to send this update on the sporting challenge away to the press on the proposed date as I was too involved with the report on the SNFC winners in the inland race. This should appear in the papers on the week end of the Gold Cup race so hopefully it will add to the excitement of the event; as fanciers may take the time to read this update on the candidates while they are sitting in the garden waiting on their birds returns. To us in Scotland this is the utmost experience as a pigeon fancier by competing from the greatest race in Scotland the Alencon national. Since the SNFC held its first race from Rennes in 1910 the magic of this race has enthralled fanciers over the years. Some great names are engraved on the Gold Plaque that is presented with the Gold Cup and to just read over these historic names gives me goose bumps and the hairs the back of my neck stand up. As a boy growing up it was always my dream to win a national and I was lucky enough to achieve this; however today or this week end someone somewhere within Bonny Scotland has the SNFC Gold Cup racing back to their loft at this very moment and the wonderful thing is the fancier and pigeon does not know they are entering the history annuals of this great club. Nothing compares with timing in a bird from the SNFC Gold Cup race to win this race is the ultimate prize. No only will you be known in Scotland but all spoken about all over the WORLD; they will know about you and your pigeon. Today we are blessed with the advancement of technology in the fact we have the internet, mobile phones and all forms of advanced communication skills to notify fanciers with information about the SNFC winners. I receive emails from all over the world complimenting me on my articles; especially the Sporting Challenge and the world today is a smaller place now than when I first started keeping pigeons with my dad. At that time you had to send a telegram to the SNFC secretary informing him you had timed a bird in; and I know the younger fanciers will find this hard to believe but you could have sat for 2 days or more and not even known if a pigeon was timed in your area from a national race. Not many people had a phone in their house at that time and you had to use the local call box. In some instances fancier would give their friends in Edinburgh a bird to release with a note on its leg when they had heard of an arrival in the Lothian’s. If you were lucky enough to time in you then had to wait for a week or two before you received the probable result. Nowadays we know the winners of the race; section winners within 24 to 48 hours depending on the race. This information can be passed around the world by email or on web sites within minutes, and these SNFC winners receive outstanding coverage of their achievements in winning in the supreme club in Scotland. It is the love and enthusiasm I have for our feathered friends and the SNFC that keeps me involved in our sport. I love to hear of outstanding pigeons and try to emphasize their performances so that others can marvel at these unique pigeons. Believe me SNFC winners are not ten a penny; therefore when you have birds of the quality that have been entered into my sporting challenge it is indeed a great pleasure to draw attention to them in the pigeon press. You will read below that 5 of the birds nominated will not take part either through being lost in the races prior to the main event or injured; there is one pigeon I have nor received any details on (despite everyone being sent personal letters) While some of these fanciers have used the facility of having a reserve pigeon (which this year has proved to be a successful innovation) and therefore we have 16 fanciers competing for the sporting challenge award. Off the fanciers who have had to drop out we wish them all the best in the Alencon race with their other entries. They like many other readers of the Sporting Challenge articles will be following the result to see how their fellow competitors emerge in the race. 

Now for an update on the birds entered into the 2009 Sporting Challenge and good luck to each one of you in this the greatest pigeon race in Scotland the SNFC Gold Cup.     

Team One
Jean’s Bluebell
Raced by Dave Hamilton;

Dear Joe, regarding the two birds for your sporting challenge they are still to the fore; but Emma Jane came home last week limping. Jean’s Bluebell has had one race and she is going to the federation open race from Leicester 261 miles tonight; this will be her last race before the ‘big one’ Joe, I have done the same as last year and will send her sitting 12 days. She was mated the 12th February and after she laid I floated her eggs, the second round I let her rear one youngster, her mate doesn’t race so it did not take too much out of them. I will try and get a couple of training tosses at 50 miles with my grand son who works all over Scotland and England. I intend to train Emma Jane over the next two weeks and I might put her into the Ripon comeback race to assess her fitness. That’s all the news just now Joe, thanks again for the invitation into your wonderful sporting challenge yours in sport Davie’. 

Setonpark ‘84’

Raced by Richard Combe;

‘Hello Joe, hope this finds you and the family in good health; I am very disappointed to report that "Caelan" will not be defending her Sporting Challenge win this year. Due to working away from home more often this year and also my own stupidity, I missed the dates for pairing her to get her sitting in the right nest condition for Alencon. Also she had a night out last week from Selby on the 6th June arriving home around lunch time and this is not like her. So I will wait and see if she picks up and perhaps she can go to either Andrezel or Falaise. But you know me Joe and if I don't think everything is just right she will miss the channel races this year. If it is OK in these circumstances to use my reserve I will do so although '84' will need one more prep race - most likely from Peterborough next week the 13th of June; before I decide if Alencon is on for her. If you are content that my reserve can be entered then here are the details of her preparation so far; she has had 3 races this year the first was from Wetherby a distance of 140 miles on 16th of May (I was away on holiday so there is no record of her flight time), her 2nd race was from Selby 166 miles on the 23rd May being 3 hours 44 minutes flying time; and her 3rd race was from Newark 214 miles on 30th May flying time 6 hours. If she is entered she will be sent sitting on a 2 day old baby at basketting.  Whether or not I am competing Joe, I want to take this opportunity to wish every fancier in your Sporting Challenge the very best of luck in the race and a safe journey home to all the pigeons taking part. Kindest regards Richard’. 

St Peter 

Raced by J J M Gillon;

Hi Joe a wee update on St Peter; was mated to his hen around 5th of March then his eggs were floated and he was put on roundabout until we paired him up on the 29th of May. He has had 3 tosses from the Red Moss cafe down the M74 he also had 2 tosses from Peebles which totals approximate 120 miles in total. His first race was from Hexham a distance of 95 miles, then into Wakefield 180 miles; Newark 227 miles therefore he has flown 502 miles with Newark being his last race until the Gold Cup event from Alencon. He was raced on the roundabout system Joe and we paired him up 14 days ago and gave him 2 training tosses on the 10th and 11th of June from Longniddry his hen has laid her second egg on the 10th June and he's coming well. As a matter of interest Joe our reserve candidate Stella Marcis has been set up the same way however St Peter is our nominated choice for your sporting challenge. In closing can we wish everyone taking part in your wonderful event all the very best and to the other members of the SNFC may we wish you every success with your entries into the ‘best race in the World’ yours Mark Gillon. 

Whitesocks 

Raced by Billy Jamieson
News from Billy who informed me ‘ I paired Whitesocks up on 28th February and she reared 2 youngsters; she then received 6 pre season training flights from 40 miles and had her first race from Lymn a distance of 117 miles on 3rd May being 2nd last bird to loft and giving herself a 7 hour fly into the bargain. The following week I sent her to Stafford a distance of 157miles and again she was not an early bird; as a matter of interest Joe both races were with the Anglo Scottish Club which is not affiliated to any federation. She was then rested for 2 weeks and I gave her 2 x 40 mile tosses on the second week. She was then entered into the Windrush race with the Solway Federation a distance of 230miles and she was my 5th bird home; I should add that she had 2 x 40 mile training flights between her previous races. I did not send here to Newbury National as I removed the eggs from her three days after Windrush to set her up for the Gold Cup race and she should be sitting about 12/13 days this will allow me to get some good training tosses into her prior to the main event. She is currently half up on her 1st flight, so hopefully its onwards and upwards Joe all the best to everyone in your sporting challenge and I look forward to reading how many entries are still in with a chance of winning this coveted award; kindest regards              Billy’.  

Team Two
Gilly 

Race by White & Baird;
Hi Joe, here is the news you required from your letter sent out; ‘Gilly was paired up along with the rest of my race team on St Valentines Day. Last year she was very slow at laying, around 21 days before I saw an egg. I wasn’t happy as I wanted to float her eggs. This year, I decided I would use this to my advantage, (hopefully). If she didn’t lay on time then I was going to keep her dry i.e. not allow her to lay at all. Each time she was half way through the pairing ritual I removed her from the racing section and put her in with the young birds. It’s been hard work moving her between sections and also keeping a record (I like to keep a note of all the comings and goings in the loft for future reference), but hopefully it’ll be worth it. Gilly’s first race was from Arniston a distance of 60 miles. She was my 3rd pigeon to the loft. She then went to Otterburn a distance of 105 miles, again being my 3rd bird home, her two loft mates taking 1st and 2nd club. On May 9th she went to Tow Law a distance of 134 miles being my 4th pigeon home and when she arrived she decided to fly around the loft for about 5 minutes. Her next race was Wakefield a distance of 200 miles on 23rd May. The weather on the west coast of Scotland was horrible that day with a strong west wind and it was raining all day. Gilly was my 2nd pigeon home she circled the loft twice and then headed northwards, to return a short while later. My intention was to give Gilly a pot egg on Saturday 31st May and another on 2nd June so she would be sitting her first eggs of the year; for 2 days prior to basketing for the Newbury Inland National. But when I entered the loft on Thursday evening 29th May 09, she physically attacked me. She must have thought I was going to move her back into the young bird section. After that I decided to give her a pot egg there and then she was then given her 2nd egg on Saturday 31st May. I will have another pair of eggs ready to swap over before the Gold Cup. Those eggs should hatch 18th or 19th June and she will then have a 5 or 6 day baby on basketting for the big event, her 1st baby of the year. Alencon is 555 miles to Dumbarton on the West Coast of Scotland it’s a long way and a difficult route but I believe Gilly is a bit special and she has all the qualities needed to become a great racing pigeon. I fully expect to see her arrive from France with a lot of luck and God speed she may even make a name for herself. Up to now Joe; Gilly has had 5 training tosses leading up to Newbury; these being 4 from Airdrie, a distance of 25 miles to the loft, and 1 from Dalkeith, which is about 60 miles. All being well at Newbury she will rest for a week then similar training tosses before going to the big one. May I take this opportunity to wish all the competitors the best of luck in the sporting challenge and may the best bird win yours Graeme’.  

News Update; Graeme phoned me tonight saying he had given Gilly her last toss from Dalkeith 2 days before basketing for the Newbury national; and low and behold she returned with only 5 primary and 5 secondary feathers in her left wing. How she managed to get home is a mystery and it must have been the will to get back to her eggs that kept her going. She will therefore not be competing in the sporting challenge this year; and Graeme is gutted he said ‘Joe I have looked forward to competing in the challenge since last year when you invited me into the competition. To say that I’m gutted is an understatement’. I told Graeme he still had Gilly to fight another day; whereas some fanciers have lost their pigeon altogether.    

Richmond Maverick 

Race by Maskame & Mackie;

News from Stuart who wrote ‘Hi Joe, just a quick note to give you an update on our Sporting challenge entry, Richmondhill Maverick; he was paired up to our reserve pigeon, Stealthy Girl on February 7th, their first round of eggs were floated under another pair and I allowed them to go to nest again and from this nest they were left to rear 2 youngsters, his hen was taken away before she laid again along with one of the youngsters and Maverick was allowed to rear the other youngster. He was then given 3 or 4 tosses with the rest of the race team out to 20 miles in the middle of April. Maverick was then put on the roundabout system; he received the first 3 races, starting at Brechin a distance of 63 miles on April 25th, then Cupar a distance of 93 miles on May 2nd and Cupar again on May 9th. His next race was 2 weeks later from Tow Law 190 miles where he took 5 ½ hours on the wing. He was then given another week off before going to Rotherham a distance of  282 miles on June 7th and this was the first head wind we have had this season and from here he had just over 9 hours on the wing being the 8th pigeon to the loft. He was repaired on the 26th May and was down on eggs after 7 days; everything was going perfect, until his hen Stealthy Girl failed to return from Rotherham, he sat his eggs for 2 days and then came off them, so I have repaired him to another hen, who will hopefully lay quickly enough to get him to Alencon sitting 7 days at most, not ideal, but is my only option. He will only be exercised around the loft until basketting for the big one. Hopefully all the other fanciers in this years challenge have had trouble free preparations and as many of the entries make it to the race as possible and I would like to wish all who are taking part the very best of luck in the race and I look forward to reading how each bird performed. Hope this is okay for you Joe, to say that I'm sick about losing Stealthy Girl is an understatement; she won 51st open Alencon for us last year and I hoped she would improve on this performance, but that's doo racing Joe, much more lows than highs, but one high cancels out so many lows. I had another bad race from Newbury as I did last year, just getting my first one at 8.45pm tonight (Wed) out of 5 sent
just the same as last year. The strange thing Joe is that I won the club race from Rotherham and ended up 4th federation with my good chequer cock 5759 who won 1st club 3rd federation Newark last year, and yes you guessed it Newark last year was also the same day as Newbury!! All I need now is a repeat of last years Alencon result and I will be a very happy man; It's a funny old game, this doo racing malarkey all the best for now Stuart’.

Muirhead Rocket 

Raced by Jimmy Urquhart

Received a letter from Jimmy with an update on his entry Muirhead Rocket; he was entered into his first race of the new season on 18th April on widowhood from Coldstream a distance of 65 miles and he won 8th club; the following week he went to Otterburn 65 miles and was decent. On the 2nd of May he was entered into Seaham Harbour a distance of 120 miles and again did it in decent time but he had lost 3 tail feathers on one side and the outside tail feather on the other side. He went to Wakefield 190 miles on 16th May and again decent time; the following week he was sent to Newark 240 miles on the drive and returned latish home. He was entered into the Newbury national on 8th June sitting 10 -12 days on eggs; returning next morning at 5.45am (being 4th bird to the loft) as you know Joe this was an East to North East wind race with lower velocities than we have had off late. I hope to widow plus motivate him for the Alencon race.

My reserve pigeon Steady Eddie had the same programme however he started poorly but has now come up to speed as he was 1st bird to the loft (this is the 3rd time) being timed at 20.08 pm on the day of liberation. My I extend my best wishes to all involved in your sporting challenge in fact everyone going to the Alencon race especially those going for the first time. As a matter of interest Joe the birds have had no training this year as my wife has been in hospital for the past 7 weeks and is very poorly; therefore the birds are very much taking a back seat; that’s it again Joe all the best and kindest regards yours Jimmy’. 

Lagos 

Raced by Dennis Anderson

 

Dennis wrote to me on Wednesday 20th May to say ‘Hi Joe; a short note to say I regret to have to e-mail you and let you know that I've lost my Sporting Challenge contender Lagos. I had 32 channel pigeons at Shap for a 40 mile training toss last Saturday 16th and they were scattered by a Hawk attack; they returned home in one's & 2's all day and guess what the only one missing was Lagos; so you can imagine what sort of week-end I've had eh total sh…. !! But there's nothing I can do about it he is gone and I only worry about the birds left in the loft as there the only ones I can race. Anyway I'll keep trying and I hope for good fortune for the rest of your Sporting Challengers, I will just have to aim for a top 3 position in the section or win Scotland’s Fancier of the year to ensure I get another crack next year in your wonderful sporting challenge competition all the best Dennis. 
 

Team Three

Sweet Pea 

Race by Jim Woods
Hi Joe, just a note to let you know how my sporting challenge pigeon Sweet Pea has been progressing. She has been raced on the roundabout system all season and has had 4 races to 230 miles as preparation for Alencon. I had planned only 3 races Joe but due to the races being very fast I decided to give her an extra race, even at that I still feel I would have liked her to have had longer on the wing at some of these races.  She will be repaired on the 4th of June and hopefully will be sent sitting 11 to 12 day eggs at basketting in between I hope to have her exercising regularly around the loft and I may give her 4 or 5 tosses from the 30 mile mark as final preparation for this great race the SNFC Alencon Gold Cup. Once again I would like to wish all fanciers taking part in your sporting challenge the very best of luck; best regards Jim Wood’.

Lenny 

Race by Mike Binnie

Received a letter from Mike saying ‘Hi Joe received your letter regarding the information on the sporting challenge candidates prior to the race and here is my information; I mated all my birds on the 27th February 2009; Lenny has sat on eggs only (as I floated his eggs under foster parents) until after the due to hatch date when he has lifted off the dummies; he is sitting his 3rd round of eggs at the moment. He will be given a youngster the first of the year prior to the Gold Cup race as this will be the motivation he requires. Up to now Lenny had 5 races so far; Brechin 64 miles; Cupar 94 miles; Arniston 127 miles; Tow Law 202 miles and he will be going to Ripon 248 miles then if all goes well his last race will be from Rotherham 296 miles. He has not had one training toss; only races and he will have had 7 races up to Alencon; he always returns home as fresh as paint and in good condition so this seams to be working. 

Little Megan has been treated differently, she had one race from Arniston; she will go to Ripon 248 miles and again hopefully to Rotherham 296 miles; Megan has received at least 2 training toss every week from the same point 45 miles since the 2nd race of the year. She reared her first round of youngsters and has been on pot eggs since; I intend to send her to Alencon feeding a 2 day old youngster. Although my birds are not on the club results; everything is working well and they both look great and I’m pleased with their progress. May I wish all competitors all the very best with their candidates for your sporting challenge and good luck to everyone in the Gold Cup race yours Mike’,   

Betsy Blue 

Raced by Jock & Willie Strang & son Tyrone

Received a letter from Jock says ‘First of all Joe we are the Champions (Ranger’s) after completing the DOUBLE. Now lets get back to pigeons Betsy Blue and Coisty are looking a picture; unfortunately we have lost their mates so I’ve paired them both together I’m not worried they are brother and sister. They were mated on the 26th May so will be going to Alencon sitting their first youngsters of the year. They have only had 2 races so far from Wakefield 184 miles and Newark 232 miles; I have also given them 5 training tosses from 50 miles and I feel that they are coming into form. They will not be receiving anymore races now until the Gold Cup race from Alencon. I will just keep them ticking over by giving them short tosses until 3 weeks before the event that’s when the hard work starts Joe. I will finish off by wishing all the fanciers in the sporting challenge and the SNFC all the best with their entries; I hope they are 2nd, just like Celtic, all the best to Kevin and yourself yours in sport Jock, P.S I’ve enclosed a little gift for Margaret and you’. The little gift was a Rangers Mint sweet the so and so that he is. 

Craigview Spartan 

Raced by Jim Doig

Received no details on Spartan so do not know if he is still entered in the event or not?  

Team Four

Kate 

Raced by Tom & Mary Patterson

Received a letter from Tom saying ‘Hi Joe, our 2 candidates are still hanging in there; Kate and Painted Lass have had the same preparation. They were paired up on the 21st February and their eggs lifted from them after 12 days. Once down again on the 2nd round they sat dummy eggs until they lifted off these. They were then separated and received 2 x 20 mile training flights a the end of April before going into their first race from Appleby 118 miles on the 2nd May. Kate took 2 ¾ hours and Painted Lass came the next day at 13.30. Their next race was from Stafford a distance of 235 miles on the 24th May; Kate did it in 6 hours and Painted Lass took 8 hours; they were allowed to repair on their return from Stafford. Their 3rd race was the comeback race from Ripon 165 miles on the 7th June; this time Painted Lass took 4 ¾ hours and Kate was 5 ½ hours on the wing. They will both have one more race this week end 13th June from Appleby then 6 x 40 mile tosses finishing on Saturday 20th June. All going well their first youngster of the year will hatch on the Monday 2 days before basketting for the Gold Cup and sporting challenge event. Mary and I would like to thank you for the opportunity to compete in your wonderful challenge and we both wish everyone taking part all the best of luck in the Alencon race; that’s it Joe may I finish off by wishing you and Kevin all the best for the Gold Cup race yours Tom’. 

Westbound Prince 

Raced by George Rankin & son Gareth

Gareth wrote ‘Hello Joe here is an update on the pigeons we have entered in the Joe Murphy sporting challenge which is to be flown for the SNFC gold cup race on the 26th of June.

Nominated entry
Westbound Prince Was paired on the 10th of March and reared one young bird in the nest, after sitting 5 days on the second round of eggs was then separated and raced celibate up to and including SNFC Newbury race were he returned early the next morning after a late liberation the previous day. His first club race which was on the 2nd May from Hexham 90 miles followed by Hexham 90 miles which was supposed to have been Ripon 145 miles but we were unfortunately brought back to the fore mentioned race then his last race before SNFC Newbury was Wakefield 175 miles were he had around a five hour of flight. After his return from Newbury 320 miles he was given his hen back as his reward and will now be allowed to go down on eggs and will be sitting approximately 10 days at basketting which after the good time on the wing he got from the Newbury race I'm sure come into great condition, he will be given 3 or 4 short tosses before basketting and exercised around the loft with the rest of the team. 

Our Reserve entry
Westbound Kiss was paired on the 10th of March and reared a pair of young birds in the first nest and after sitting 5 days on the second round of eggs was separated and raced celibate for one month. Kiss had the following races which she completed in good time Ripon 145 miles which was cancelled and brought back to Hexham 90 miles, Wakefield 175 miles and her final race Newark 220 miles which was on the 30th of May and on her return Kiss was allowed to go to nest which when basketting arrives for the Gold Cup race which incorporates the sporting challenge she will then be due to hatch. Her final preparation for this race will be daily exercise around loft with 7 or 8 training flights which will finish 3 days before basketting.

We have been fortunate up to now with our two entries regarding injuries and our predators of the skies and hope that this will be allowed to continue in the final stages of getting them into the basket for the race, I would on behalf of my father and I like to extend this good fortune to our fellow competitors of the sporting challenge and do hope that we do see some great performances by some if not all of the pigeons entered; all the best to Kevin we will be watching out for his name on the open result good luck yours Gareth’. 

 

Nancy 

Raced by John Cosgrove & son John

Hi Joe sorry for the delay about getting back to you; we will have to enter your challenge with our reserve pigeon Nancy as our first entry Logan was lost at a training toss. Nancy was paired up the end of March along with the rest of the race team. She reared 2 youngsters and has had one race from Hexham 86 miles and as I write this letter she is at the SNFC Newbury race. We hope to send her on eggs to the Gold Cup race; however this will depend on the outcome of the Newbury race and when she goes back down on eggs. To tell you the truth Joe we hoped not to send her to this race but with holdovers and cancelled races this has not been possible. Can I just wish everyone taking part in your sporting challenge all the very best for the Alencon national and may the best bird win; yours in sport Jock Cosgrove’; 

Fastline 

Raced by Andy Miller

Received an email from Andy saying ‘Hi Joe, just a short note to inform you that Fastline was paired up on March 1st, reared two youngsters and put on widowhood after sitting his second round of eggs, which were floated under a pair of feeders. He commenced training round the loft, then had one toss from 15 miles and was entered in his first race from Catterick a distance of 125 miles on May 9th where he was 20 minutes behind the federation winner. He has raced every week 5 races in total in good time with exercise only around the loft. He will go to his final preparation race from Peterborough 263 miles on 6th June. All going well he will be basketed for Alencon 11 days later raced on widowhood as all the previous years. Plans were to send him and the other 3 cocks to Newbury with the SNFC but I knew they wouldn’t get a race until either the Monday or Tuesday; whereas the federation did get racing on the Saturday from 173 miles. My reserve pigeon ‘Might be the One’ has had the same preparation although not as quick home from the racing. May I again take this opportunity to wish my “Team Challenge” mates and the other competitors all the best for the Gold Cup and Joe Murphy Sporting Challenge events’ yours Andy. 

Team Five
Shaun’s Boy 
Raced by George & Colin Rae;

Dear Joe, sorry I have not been able to reply to your letter sooner but I have been rather busy and I know you are even worse trying to do a weekly article; reports on the winners in the SNFC Newbury race and your sporting challenge; how the hell you find the time God only knows but I feel that I had to make an effort and help you in your quest for publicising not only our own personal pigeon but some of the best pigeons in Scotland. Shaun’s Boy; was paired up on the 28th of February and he reared one youngster. He was then given 4 training tosses up to 30 miles prior to being entered into his first race from Witton Castle a distance of 174 miles; then Alnwick 123 miles; which was his last race and he will receive 3 more training tosses at 30 miles before he goes to Alencon. His nest position will be a one day youngster on the 24th June 2009 and hopefully this will be the motivation he requires. Our reserve pigeon Lucky will not be going to the race as he lost his eye in hawk attack. May I on behalf of my dad and I wish everyone taking part in the Gold Cup race and your sporting challenge all the very best on the race; lets hope we get good weather and have pigeons into the north section on the day; kindest regards yours Colin’.


Red Bull 

Raced by Craig Halbert

Craig forwarded the following information on his sporting challenge candidate; ‘Hi Joe just a short up date to let you know that I still have my 2 main entries for the Gold Cup race. My nomination Red Bull was paired up on the 4th March and has been on pot eggs all year; he will be allowed to sit his real eggs prior to the main event and I intend to have him going away on a small youngster his first of the year. Hopefully Joe this will be enough to motivate him into given the same effort as last year when he won 5th section A 98 open Alencon sent in the same nest condition. He has had 3 races this year from Appleton 116 miles; Coventry 190 miles; Newbury SNFC 260 miles being timed 7 hours 45 minutes on the wing; this will have done him no harm whatsoever Joe and all he will need now is 2 tosses from 40 miles prior to basketting. As a matter of interest Joe my good hen Morning Joy is still going strong and she is also going to the Gold Cup race; she will be trying to win the coveted Gold Award in the SNFC for a pigeon winning 5 times from the channel. (Let’s hope she can pull it off as she is without doubt a quality pigeon; best of luck Craig and let me know if you time her in) Lets hope for a good race in this the classic event of the year; may I wish every member of the SNFC and everyone in your wonderful sporting challenge the very best of luck; yours Craig’. 

The Wii Hen

Raced by Donald McDonald
Hi Joe, just to give you updates of my sporting challenge pigeon Nintendo Wii. She was paired up on 22nd February and laid her first pair so eggs on the 4th March and she reared her first pair of youngsters. She laid her second pair of eggs on the 15th of April I then split her up and she was placed into the young bird section. She had one training toss 20 miles then into her first race from Ripon a distance of 150 miles being my 2nd pigeon to the loft. She has not been in the racing section since the 15th of April and she was re paired on the day before basketing for the SNFC Newbury race which is 300 miles to Dalmellington; unfortunately she failed to return from Newbury and as you asked in your letter sent out to all the participating fanciers we had to notify you as soon as possible after this race. If she turns up over the next few days I will phone you Joe, but I have my doubts. When pigeons of this calibre are not home on the day then you know in your heart she is down; however this is part and parcel of keeping pigeons as you and I both know Joe as we have been long enough in the sport to know we only get a loan of them. Good luck to all other members within your wonderful sporting challenge and keep up the good work you do in promoting the sport up her in Scotland you are a credit to the sport and I know that I and many others appreciate all your hard work and efforts, I will be watching the open result to see how your Kevin gets on, thanks once again for the invitation it has been a privilege yours          Donald’

            
Finale

I once again thank the above fanciers for their contribution to the sporting challenge you will observe by reading their comments their preparation is as different as chalk and cheese which makes it all the more interesting and I hope readers will benefit someway from reading about these accomplished fanciers. I also hope that the readers have enjoyed these sporting challenge reports on the 2009 birds. Let’s hope we have as good a race as last year with a record number of these candidates on the open result.  As to a sporting challenge pigeon winning the Gold Cup race we can all but dream; may I once again thank the above fanciers for their contribution and again wish them good luck with their sporting challenge candidates. 

Update AFTER the race

I would appreciate if the above fanciers taking part could contact me after the Alencon race regardless if they time in their bird or not as it will allow me to compile a final article informing readers how the sporting challenge applicant completed in the race. As most of you who follow my articles know the SPORTING CHALLENGE is held in conjunction with the Scottish National Flying Club in the respect that these fanciers taking part MUST be members of this great club and participate in the Gold Cup race. May I wish every SNFC member taking part in the Gold Cup race every success with their entry in this year’s event?   

Presentation

This year 2009 all competitors within the sporting challenge and the young bird exchange will be invited to attend our presentation which will be held in the Hillcroft Hotel in Whitburn on Friday 6th November 2009. Our special guest of honour is Sid Collins the chairman of the Irish National Flying Club.   
Please log onto www.elimarpigeons.com and www.Pigeonportal.com/ www.pigeonglobe.co.uk  http://www.cyberpigeon.co.uk/ and  www.racingpigeonsuk.com for a full updated portfolio on the sporting challenge pigeons. You can also contact me; 

Joe Murphy Mystical Rose Cottage 2 Flutorum Avenue Thornton by Kirkcaldy KY1 4BD or phone 01592 770331 my email address is joejmurphy@blueyonder.co.uk                     
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