National Flying Club

As always stats for the big clubs are well worth looking at and this week we have a good one from our resident expert in stats Paul O’leary. 

Paul says just take a look at Brian Sheppard’s truly astonishing results since 1997 ... where we can see that in 37 races his first timed pigeon appears in the top 2% segment of Section G a staggering 17 times including ELEVEN outright section wins all of which have arisen in the last 23 races (in what is statistically the second most competitive section over the whole period). To give some context to that statistic you need to know that no other fancier in any Section has more Section wins in the same period! Brian has won Section G in each of the three Dax Internationals. Outside of his Section performances his first timer achieved a Top 2% Open position FIFTEEN times which is pretty remarkable in itself considering the prevailing SW winds into England. Of course the Dax race has become Brian's signature race point in recent years and surely Brian will be hoping, as will many others that Dax returns to the NFC's race program in the not-too-distant future. Like Chris Gordon with Syndale Express, Brian is certainly no one-trick pony as the performance of his Legend in winning the Dax International in 2003 is backed up by those of countless others. Indeed it's a little recognised fact that Legend was his 2nd timer from Saintes just a few weeks prior to his Dax win ... staggering to think isn't it that he had a better pigeon than Legend in his loft!  You want more? OK then ... Brian is one of very few members to win a coveted NFC Certificate of Merit for timing the same pigeon in the top 100 of the longest old race on three occasions! I really could go on and on...! In boxing terms it could easily be said that Brian is the best pound-for-pound puncher in the NFC ranks. For both excellence and consistency he has very few peers! Anyone aspiring to the title of leading UK fancier needs to vault the high bar set by Brian year after year in the NFC. 
	Member Name
	Year
	RacePoint
	Sent
	Section Pos
	Section Entries
	Section Sector %
	Open Pos
	Open Entries
	Open Sector %

	B S Sheppard
	2007
	Guernsey YB
	10
	1
	378
	0.26%
	226
	5408
	4.18%

	B S Sheppard
	2007
	Tarbes
	2
	1
	280
	0.36%
	40
	3477
	1.15%

	B S Sheppard
	2007
	Alencon
	15
	24
	487
	4.93%
	195
	6079
	3.21%

	B S Sheppard
	2007
	Cholet
	12
	19
	678
	2.80%
	152
	6798
	2.24%

	B S Sheppard
	2007
	Fougeres
	12
	17
	509
	3.34%
	590
	6722
	8.78%

	B S Sheppard
	2006
	Saintes
	10
	1
	282
	0.35%
	25
	3144
	0.80%

	B S Sheppard
	2006
	St Malo
	13
	13
	422
	3.08%
	102
	4073
	2.50%

	B S Sheppard
	2005
	Fougeres YB
	15
	39
	439
	8.88%
	202
	5342
	3.78%

	B S Sheppard
	2005
	Messac
	4
	11
	539
	2.04%
	209
	3792
	5.51%

	B S Sheppard
	2005
	Dax
	3
	1
	89
	1.12%
	2
	688
	0.29%

	B S Sheppard
	2005
	St Nazaire
	27
	17
	1229
	1.38%
	202
	8696
	2.32%

	B S Sheppard
	2004
	Fougeres YB
	4
	1
	381
	0.26%
	87
	5530
	1.57%

	B S Sheppard
	2004
	Saintes
	15
	3
	734
	0.41%
	4
	4225
	0.09%

	B S Sheppard
	2004
	Dax
	10
	1
	73
	1.37%
	2
	582
	0.34%

	B S Sheppard
	2004
	Nantes
	26
	24
	1231
	1.95%
	44
	8112
	0.54%

	B S Sheppard
	2003
	Falaise YB
	20
	10
	885
	1.13%
	614
	7190
	8.54%

	B S Sheppard
	2003
	Falaise OH
	1
	8
	125
	6.40%
	275
	1523
	18.06%

	B S Sheppard
	2003
	Saintes 2
	2
	1
	254
	0.39%
	45
	2770
	1.62%

	B S Sheppard
	2003
	Dax
	8
	1
	110
	0.91%
	1
	742
	0.13%

	B S Sheppard
	2003
	Saintes 1
	15
	1
	676
	0.15%
	2
	4526
	0.04%

	B S Sheppard
	2003
	Nantes
	20
	37
	1380
	2.68%
	514
	8638
	5.95%

	B S Sheppard
	2002
	Guernsey YB
	12
	1
	885
	0.11%
	144
	7190
	2.00%

	B S Sheppard
	2002
	Guernsey OH
	12
	1
	147
	0.68%
	47
	1641
	2.86%

	B S Sheppard
	2002
	Saintes
	12
	17
	580
	2.93%
	46
	3887
	1.18%

	B S Sheppard
	2002
	Pau
	3
	44
	523
	8.41%
	419
	4085
	10.26%

	B S Sheppard
	2002
	Nantes
	6
	293
	1436
	20.40%
	1348
	10150
	13.28%

	B S Sheppard
	2001
	Guernsey YB
	6
	23
	605
	3.80%
	853
	6382
	13.37%

	B S Sheppard
	2001
	Guernsey OH
	14
	4
	151
	2.65%
	132
	2096
	6.30%

	B S Sheppard
	2001
	Herstal
	10
	4
	484
	0.83%
	150
	6223
	2.41%

	B S Sheppard
	2001
	San Sebastian
	6
	7
	552
	1.27%
	22
	5564
	0.40%

	B S Sheppard
	2001
	Sennen Cove
	7
	46
	743
	6.19%
	476
	5642
	8.44%

	B S Sheppard
	2000
	Saintes
	8
	21
	544
	3.86%
	51
	3606
	1.41%

	B S Sheppard
	2000
	Pau
	4
	26
	301
	8.64%
	129
	3941
	3.27%

	B S Sheppard
	2000
	Nantes
	8
	31
	1278
	2.43%
	74
	9074
	0.82%

	B S Sheppard
	1999
	Vire YB
	8
	21
	749
	2.80%
	293
	5889
	4.98%

	B S Sheppard
	1999
	Saintes
	7
	120
	711
	16.88%
	553
	4650
	11.89%

	B S Sheppard
	1998
	Pontorson OH
	3
	21
	126
	16.67%
	256
	1339
	19.12%


We now move onto another of the great National flyers Chris Gordon whose results since 1997 are also impressive and we can see that his first timed pigeon appears in the top 2% segment of Section K a phenomenal 13 times including SIX outright section wins. Outside of his Section performances his first timer achieved a Top 2% Open position TEN times which is all the more remarkable for the fact that Chris is amongst the longest flying members on the NFC, residing within Section K. As you can see Chris flies Old and Young birds to equally good effect, but he will forever be remembered as the longest flying member to win the Grand National race with Snydale Express who all but flew 725 miles on the day, being timed very early on the 2nd day. Chris won the prestigious Langstone Gold Cup averages award in 2005. In summary, it's easy to underestimate the quality and consistency of this loft when measured only by Open positions achieved but we have to recognise that some 100-200 miles more is being flown than many more Southerly lying lofts therefore any kind on North in the wind on race day makes for a very hard race indeed to these lofts. 

	Member Name
	Year
	RacePoint
	Sent
	Section Pos
	Section Entries
	Section Sector %
	Open Pos
	Open Entries
	Open Sector %

	C Gordon
	2007
	Guernsey YB
	15
	33
	464
	7.11%
	564
	5408
	10.43%

	C Gordon
	2007
	Tarbes
	12
	10
	220
	4.55%
	33
	3477
	0.95%

	C Gordon
	2007
	Alencon
	15
	5
	613
	0.82%
	316
	6079
	5.20%

	C Gordon
	2007
	Cholet
	20
	122
	568
	21.48%
	1356
	6798
	19.95%

	C Gordon
	2007
	Fougeres
	15
	20
	757
	2.64%
	74
	6722
	1.10%

	C Gordon
	2006
	Sennen Cove YB
	30
	7
	385
	1.82%
	351
	3894
	9.01%

	C Gordon
	2006
	Saintes
	11
	12
	261
	4.60%
	86
	3144
	2.74%

	C Gordon
	2006
	Bordeaux
	20
	9
	203
	4.43%
	321
	2810
	11.42%

	C Gordon
	2006
	St Malo
	8
	1
	317
	0.32%
	80
	4073
	1.96%

	C Gordon
	2006
	St Nazaire
	30
	13
	432
	3.01%
	227
	4483
	5.06%

	C Gordon
	2006
	Sennen Cove
	10
	28
	398
	7.04%
	413
	5350
	7.72%

	C Gordon
	2005
	Fougeres YB
	21
	2
	237
	0.84%
	87
	5342
	1.63%

	C Gordon
	2005
	Messac
	8
	14
	178
	7.87%
	956
	3792
	25.21%

	C Gordon
	2005
	Tarbes
	9
	1
	208
	0.48%
	1
	4066
	0.02%

	C Gordon
	2005
	St Nazaire
	30
	3
	635
	0.47%
	175
	8696
	2.01%

	C Gordon
	2004
	Fougeres YB
	20
	1
	261
	0.38%
	9
	5530
	0.16%

	C Gordon
	2004
	Saintes
	9
	26
	226
	11.50%
	758
	4225
	17.94%

	C Gordon
	2004
	Pau
	7
	3
	151
	1.99%
	114
	3463
	3.29%

	C Gordon
	2004
	Nantes
	30
	21
	482
	4.36%
	515
	8112
	6.35%

	C Gordon
	2003
	Falaise YB
	20
	1
	204
	0.49%
	213
	7190
	2.96%

	C Gordon
	2003
	Falaise OH
	1
	7
	184
	3.80%
	95
	1523
	6.24%

	C Gordon
	2003
	Saintes 2
	4
	18
	89
	20.22%
	298
	2770
	10.76%

	C Gordon
	2003
	Saintes 1
	7
	19
	174
	10.92%
	688
	4526
	15.20%

	C Gordon
	2003
	Nantes
	15
	52
	430
	12.09%
	1179
	8638
	13.65%

	C Gordon
	2002
	Guernsey YB
	15
	6
	204
	2.94%
	148
	7190
	2.06%

	C Gordon
	2002
	Guernsey OH
	10
	48
	134
	35.82%
	485
	1641
	29.56%

	C Gordon
	2002
	Saintes
	5
	20
	168
	11.90%
	682
	3887
	17.55%

	C Gordon
	2002
	Pau
	4
	3
	114
	2.63%
	22
	4085
	0.54%

	C Gordon
	2002
	Nantes
	12
	2
	537
	0.37%
	452
	10150
	4.45%

	C Gordon
	2001
	Guernsey YB
	14
	6
	259
	2.32%
	187
	6382
	2.93%

	C Gordon
	2001
	Herstal
	12
	15
	524
	2.86%
	121
	6223
	1.94%

	C Gordon
	2001
	San Sebastian
	7
	11
	326
	3.37%
	216
	5564
	3.88%

	C Gordon
	2001
	Sennen Cove
	12
	1
	461
	0.22%
	993
	5642
	17.60%

	C Gordon
	2000
	Vire YB
	15
	4
	183
	2.19%
	190
	6361
	2.99%

	C Gordon
	2000
	Saintes
	4
	31
	191
	16.23%
	587
	3606
	16.28%

	C Gordon
	2000
	Pau
	1
	18
	200
	9.00%
	1041
	3941
	26.41%

	C Gordon
	2000
	Nantes
	12
	2
	542
	0.37%
	97
	9074
	1.07%

	C Gordon
	1999
	Vire YB
	20
	5
	240
	2.08%
	90
	5889
	1.53%

	C Gordon
	1999
	Saintes
	2
	35
	276
	12.68%
	873
	4650
	18.77%

	C Gordon
	1999
	Pau
	4
	6
	257
	2.33%
	94
	4526
	2.08%

	C Gordon
	1999
	Nantes
	15
	14
	620
	2.26%
	570
	9785
	5.83%

	C Gordon
	1998
	Pontorson YB
	15
	1
	289
	0.35%
	225
	6469
	3.48%

	C Gordon
	1998
	Saintes
	6
	12
	280
	4.29%
	156
	4572
	3.41%

	C Gordon
	1998
	Nantes
	15
	23
	584
	3.94%
	919
	8368
	10.98%


Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 31st October, 2007 at the Alveley Sports & Social Club, Alveley, Shropshire. Members Present: - Mr. F. J. Sharman, President; Mr. P. Naum, Honorary Treasurer;

Mr. R. Stretton, Chairman; Mr. S. Dangerfield; Mr. E. W. Froggatt; Mr. L. Henley; Mr. J. R. Sutton; Mr. B. Long; Mr. E. D. Watkins; Mr. M. McGrevy; Mr. J. K. Edwards; Mr. R. Scriven; Mr. B. Stansfield; Mr. J. Wills; Mr. E. Kelly; Mr. W. Morris; Mr. B. Leadbeater; Mr. P. Gilbert: Also attending were Mr. J. E. Grundy F.C.A., Accountant; Mr. G. Allen, Chief Convoyer: Apologies: - Apologies were received from Mr. R. King; Mr. J. Tyreman via Mr. L. Henley; Mr. P. Bennett; Mr. T. Harris: Minutes and Matters Arising of the last Meeting

It was proposed by Mr. R. Scriven and seconded by Mr. E. Kelly to accept the minutes of the previous meeting as a true record.  This was carried. Mr P.Naum informed the meeting that he had contacted Bucktons about the corn and stated that they would supply any corn we require for the future races. Accounts. The chairman went through the accounts page by page and asked for any questions that resulted in various questions being asked and answered to the satisfaction of those concerned. Mr.B.Stansfield asked that a list of new members in each section be given out to the committee members in that section this applies to both resignations and new members. This was proposed by Mr.B.Stansfield and seconded by Mr.M.McGrevy to give the list out once a month and whether this list is acted upon is up to the committee member. Mr.B.Long explained to the committee after questioning from Mr.R.Stretton the long-term debtor (loan amount), re the trust fund etc. Mr Grundy who is looking after the accounts and will produce a quarterly set in the future. Mr.B.Long informed the meeting that the club need to shift nominal headings from the races account to the general account and vice versa this will be a benefit to the club. The committee were given the opportunity to question Mr Grundy on any matter, i.e. the trust fund, the accounts etc. Everything is looking good for the future with the club and it is hoped that with the new strategy and security the club will continue to go forward. All the discussions over the accounts were accepted. Correspondence The chairman read out the following correspondence: - A letter and e-mails from Mr. D. Hull on behalf of Harrison & Hull, regarding the NFC case papers re Mr. J. Dorning winning Cholet and the objection from Mr. J. Hull. The letter from Mr. D. Higgins, R.P.R.A. NE Region Secretary, informing the committee that Mr. J. Hull lost his case was noted. After some discussion, it was proposed by Mr. J. R. Sutton and seconded by Mr. P. Naum to write a letter to the partnership of Harrison and Hull apologising for any misinterpretation, informing them that they are not implicated in this matter in any shape or form and any information within the case papers were statements from Mr. J. Dorning. It was also noted that the press report on the meeting would include that there was no connection to them. Other correspondence included a letter from the Alliance of Specialist Clubs requesting representatives from the NFC. E-mails from Mr.D.Glover, MNFC Secretary asking to work together re both clubs race dates. It was then proposed and seconded for the race dates to be: - Saturday 24th May, Saturday 7th June, Saturday 21st June, Friday 4th July, Saturday 26th July, Saturday 6th September. The committee discussed having an extra race, it was proposed and seconded to leave the program as it is and was carried. A letter from D. Staddon regarding a possible race from Germany. The chairman asked for any votes of who would be interested.  It was noted that three votes were counted as interested. There was a letter from Mark Bulled regarding splitting section E in half and it was proposed and seconded to half section E through the Greenwich mean line, the 0 degree line. However after further discussion, the matter was left in abeyance and Mr. J. Wills will revue and change a map / to show where exactly the split line will be.  It was noted that the Secretary was asked to place on the proposition booklet, a referendum for Section E members only to vote on splitting Section E. A letter from Mr. L. Parkinson, re auction sales on behalf of the National FC.  After some discussion it was proposed and seconded to cancel the 40% return offered to the donor.  This was carried and followed by a show of hands for Elimar in having the committees support in raising monies from auctions. The club have received a letter from Mr. Shorts (NFC Code No. S682A), solicitor regarding leaving £10,000 and the proceeds of an auction of his pigeons, on condition that the NFC arranges the auction, in his will. The family of the late Eric Gibson sent a letter regarding donating a trophy that was accepted by the committee. 

Marking Stations. Mr.E.Kelly informed the meeting of a possible new marking station at Didcot in Section F.  The committee discussed the payments to the marking station as well as the current marking stations. Any venture with a new marking station at Didcot is left in abeyance. It was noted that Great Shelford I/c Mr. F. Sharman would not be doing the I/c job for the 2008 season that has resulted in Mr.J.K.Edwards will become the new marking station I/c. It was noted that Mr. P. Pym, the new Exeter I/c has queried the matter of the crates being stored while he is at work the matter was left in abeyance. Mr.P.Kettlewell with the help of Mr.R.Hoxey gave a report and a slide show on the air conditioning of the N.F.C. trailer units.  It was noted that Mr. N. Henley on behalf of the committee thanked Mr.P.Kettlewell and Mr.R.Hoxey for their presentation etc. The committee are all aware of the system and how it should be used in the best interest of the pigeons. Doreen Kneller gave a report on the dinner at Torquay that is going well and as always on target and it was noted that 162 have so far paid to attend the event. Mr.E.Watkins queried whether the press had been sent dinner tickets re the February minutes Doreen Kneller then handed these tickets to the Secretary so that they could be posted as soon as possible. It was pointed out that the S.N.R.P.C. President has just recently cancelled and cannot come it was also pointed out that once again the Chief guests will be Mr. Carlo and Mrs.J.Napolitano people who are always appreciated at the annual presentation. A photographer will be booked for this years event. Mr. E. Watkins will welcome the guests and Mr.J.Tyreman will be asked to welcome the winners but if Mr.J.Tyreman is not available Mr.J.K.Edwards will welcome the winners. It was proposed and seconded that the club purchase two trophies for the race winners, for the races without a trophy. It was also clarified that diplomas will be given similar to last years. Propositions The committee discussed the propositions: - (a) Proposition 1, submitted by Mr. B. Long.  It was proposed by Mr. P. Naum and seconded by Mr. E. Kelly to place a committee note on to this proposition stating, “The committee find this proposition favourable, necessary and in the best interest of the club.”  This was carried. (b) After some discussion, Mr. F. Sharman withdrew proposition 3, deleting general rule 20. (c) Re proposition 6, from Mr. D Housden & Son re Racing Rule 5 deleting£5 etc., it was noted that the committee feel this proposition would be financially detrimental to the club. (This note to be placed onto the proposition booklet.) (d) Re proposition 7, from Mr. D. Housden & Son, re Racing rule 10a, it was noted that the committee feel this proposition would cause fundamental problems to the club. (This note to be placed onto the proposition booklet.) (e) Re proposition 11, from Sharman & Kneller, deleting clock rule 1, it was noted that the committee find this proposition favourable. (This note to be placed onto the proposition booklet.) Any other business Mr.B.Long informed the committee regarding reviewing the secretary and visiting the office in the near future and if any committee member wants any questions asking or bringing up, for the secretary to address, could they ask now! It was proposed by Mr. B. Stansfield to give a vote of thanks to Brian Long for his work re the newsletter and transport etc., and to Fred Sharman and Doreen Kneller re the Presentation.

Re the next Committee Meeting and the A.G.M. on the 1st December. It was clarified that the morning committee meeting will be held at 9.30am on the Saturday morning and the A.G.M. is on the Saturday afternoon at 2.00pm. Mr.P.Naum asked that the Race Points be picked now, but it was left in abeyance until the December Meeting. Mr. E. D. Watkins reported on the clock stations and how far he had got in sorting out the lists for the next yearbook.  The Secretary handed Mr. E. D. Watkins a further envelope full of changes etc., to the clock stations. Re E.T.S. Mr. M. McGrevy informed the meeting that we need to get E.T.S. sorted i.e. Bricon working with Unikon as there were problems working through the universal protocol. Re a new and current marking stations. Mr. B. Long will revue the logistics of the transport and then the committee can decide on the new marking station at Didcott.
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