  “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASE”

  12th SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR

(THE GREATEST PIGEON RACE IN THE WORLD TODAY)
  REPORTS ON TRAINING RACE 8B

                          &

              TRAINING RACE 9.

UNITED KINGDOM TEAM have an outstanding race and wins 13th, 18th, 44th, 45th, 48th, 52nd, 54th, 84th, 87th, 106th, 121st & 128th OPEN and the IRISH TEAM wins 3rd, 120th & 148th OPEN in TRAINING RACE 8B.

UNITED KINGDOM TEAM wins 13th, 18th, 32nd, 60th, 83rd, 113th, 132nd, 141st, 142nd, 155th, 189th & 197th OPEN and the IRISH TEAM wins 33rd, 89th, 117th, 190th, 201st & 289th OPEN in TRAINING RACE 9.

Well after an outstanding result by both the United Kingdom and Irish Teams in last Saturday’s 5th Hot Spot Race from 347km (approx. 216 miles), which once again resulted in excellent returns for both teams, with in fact only 1 pigeon missing,  it was back training for the next Saturday’s Training Race 9 from 110km (approx. 70 miles), however the race committee deciding to include another additional Training Race 8B on Wednesday 16th January 2008 and a total of 2,900 pigeons were officially basketed and this included 2,182 International and 718 South African, 191 UK and 54 Irish pigeons. 

The convoy were liberated at 08-00 in partly cloudy conditions, 26c (79f) with a light head wind and the Race Director, Convoyer and Loft Manager thought that the winning pigeons would take about 60 minutes to cover the race distance. Everything was ready at the lofts and finally a massive gang of pigeons was seen approaching the lofts at 08-59, they swung round and immediately started to trap and first up on the computer screen was clocked at 08-59-52.16. CONGRATULATIONS for winning 1st OPEN in this race went to GEORG OSWALD from GERMANY with his pigeon named SPHINX, which had previously won 104th, 269th, 81st, 16th, 3rd, 58th, 9th and now 1st Open. The top 10 positions were taken in 23.65 seconds and we had four different countries in the result and this contained 7 x German, 1 x Belgian, 1 x Irish and 1 x South African pigeons. The top 50 positions were all taken within 61 seconds of the winner and a total of 3000 clocked within 2 minutes 26 seconds, 1,006 within 5 minutes 39 seconds, nearly 1,579 within 9 minutes 33 seconds and 1,994 within 13 minutes 30 seconds of the winning pigeon, making it another fantastic race for the organisers. A total of 2,806 pigeons were officially recorded by 09-46 which was only 47 minutes away from the winner, with 2,111 International and 695 South African with 185 United Kingdom and 53 Irish pigeons being clocked. The final update showed a total of 2,894 pigeons had been officially recorded on the day and this included 2,176 International and 718 South African with 190 from the United Kingdom and 53 from Ireland, leaving just 6 missing at nightfall.

CONGRATULATIONS in this race for winning 1st UNITED KINGDOM, 13th OPEN and FLYING THE FLAG goes to the HORSESHOE SYNDICATE with his great pigeon named HORSESHOE SUPREME and bred by STEVE RADCLIFFE from SKELMERSDALE, this pigeon has now won 2 x 1st, 2 x 2nd, 1 x 5th and 1 x 7th UNITED KINGDOM and also 290th, 43rd, 7th, 58th, 23rd, 73rd, 76th and now 13th OPEN, 2nd UK, 18th Open for the Miller Family with Spindrift being bred by Calum Miller from Wick, which had already won 473rd, 337th, 552nd and now 18th Open, 3rd UK, 44th open went to Mr & Mrs Brian Clayburn from Ackworth with their good pigeon Barry’s Mate which has already won1 x 1st, 1 x 2nd, 1 x 3rd, 1 x 4th, 1 x 5th, 2 x 8th, 11th and 2 x 12th UK in this series, plus 197th, 228th, 14th, 44th, 191st, 3rd, 204th, 164th, 156th, 144th, 55th, 231st and now 44th Open, 4th UK, 45th UK goes to Van Vaizeys with pigeon named Bramble and bred by Steven Vaizey from Portsmouth, this pigeon has also now won a 1st, 2nd, 4th, 2 x 10th & 2 x 11th UK, also 216th, 238th, 1st, 158th, 310th, 214th, 123rd, 43rd, 340th, 77th and now 45th Open, 5th UK, 48th Open went to Yew Tree Lofts with Millie Mrs bred by George Pendleton from Ormskirk and has already won 159th, 340th and now 48th Open, 6th UK, 52nd Open for Dave & Paul McCarthy from Wallasey with Wallasey Pearl, which had earlier won 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 2 x 5th, 3 x 6th, 8th, 11th and 12th UK plus 386th, 179th, 85th, 138th, 120th, 12th, 57th, 218th, 43rd, 41st, 249th, 43rd and now 52nd Open, 7th UK, 54th Open for The Three Tom-Boggies with London Pride and bred by Eddie Thompson from Romford and already won 256th, 249th, 228th, 61st, 290th, 50th, 127th, 86th and now 54th Open, 8th UK, 84th Open went to another for Mr & Mrs Brian Clayburn from Ackworth with Scotts Flyer now winner of 4th,10th, 11th and 8th UK, plus 128th, 147th, 39th, 257th, 107th, 169th and now 84th Open, 9th UK, 87th Open for Guy Barrett OBE from Horsforth with Horsforth Princess, which has won 128th, 289th, 147th, 39th, 257th, 107th, 169th and now 84th Open, 10th UK, 106th Open for Syndicate Lofts UK with Crazy Diamond bred by Peter Fox from Bangor, this pigeon has already won 90th, 2nd, 151st, 98th, 99th and now 106th Open, 11th UK, 121st Open for Bricket Wood Flyers with Bricket Lass bred by Ray Neale from Bricket Wood and has won 404th, 339th, 195th, 241st and now 121st Open and 12th UK, 128th Open for Nev Proctor from Brown Edge with his great pigeon Woodhouse High Stakes, previous winner of 2 x 1st, 2nd, 2 x 3rd, 2 x 6th, 7th and 2 x 8th UK plus 90th, 5th, 1st, 209th, 67th, 13th, 5th, 94th, 77th, 138th, 74th and now 128th Open. Another 4 UK pigeons were clocked in the top 195 and another 7 in the top 300, making it an outstanding overall team result. A total of 190 UK pigeons were officially clocked from 191 entered. It was interesting to note that we actually had 3 x 1st UK pigeons appeared in the first four positions in this race.

I have never known a year in the 12 year history of this race where so many pigeons had recorded consistently throughout the race programme with AUFEDERSEIN PET winning 3 x 1st, 4 x 2nd UK, HORSESHOE SUPREME 2 x 1st, 2 x 2nd UK, WOODHOUSE HIGH STAKES 2 x 1st UK, 1 x 2nd, 2 x 3rds UK and ROYAL FLUSH 2 x 1st, 1 x 2nd, 2 x 3rd UK, plus numerous other outstanding pigeons that have scored numerous times. All bodes well for the “Final Race”.   

It is worthy of a special mention that after 20 official races held so far the UNITED KINGDOM TEAM has already managed to win to following positions in the OPEN classification:- 3 x 1st, 1 x 2nd, 4 x 3rd , 2 x 5th, 3 x 7th, 1 x 8th, 1 x 9th, 3 x 12th, 2 x 13th, 1 x 14th, 1 x 15th, 2 x 17th, 2 x 18th and 4 x 20th  plus many other top positions in the top 100, this really is a remarkable achievement when you consider the type of quality and class of pigeon they are flying against.

CONGRATULATIONS for winning 1st IRELAND, 3rd OPEN went to the Irish Race Team Shipper GERRY McCOURT with his outstanding pigeon named ADAM which has now won 5 x 1st, 1 x 2nd, 2 x 4th Ireland and 17th, 20th, 52nd, 4th, 106th, 133rd, 66th  and now 3rd Open, sure hope this one keeps up its form for the Final Race, 2nd Ireland, 120th Open went to Luigi Forte with pigeon named Karley, 3rd Ireland, 148th Open went to Josh & Kevin with Soprano 1 and 4th Ireland, 243rd Open for Bernard Hempenstall with his good pigeon Hempo that has already won a 3rd and 2 x 4th Ireland in this series. A total of 53 Irish pigeons were officially recorded from the 54 that were entered.

The IRELAND TEAM have now won the following positions in the OPEN classification after 20 official races:- 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 6th, 8th, 13th, 16th, 2 x 17th and a 20th which again is great flying with such a small team.  

The leader after twenty official races in the “SUN CITY OVERALL AVERAGES” which carries a $5,000 1st prize, $3,000 2nd Prize and $2,000 3rd Prize was still SUDHOFF & VAN BEERS from GERMANY with their truly outstanding Janssen/Van Loon pigeon named BIRDY that is now currently leading the rest of field by just over 62 minutes, this pigeon is without doubt  one of the most consistent pigeons ever in the SCMDPR series over the past 12 years and has won the following positions in the 20 races so far 26th, 772nd, 13th, 30th, 310th, 120th, 21st, 121st, 114th, 92nd, 454th, 385th, 14th, 14th, 32nd, 260th, 484th, 322nd, 15th and now 823rd Open which is now its lowest position so far, but is still fantastic flying in any race. THIS REMARKABLE FLYING MACHINE ALSO WON 1st PRIZE OF $5,000 IN THE COVETED SUN CITY HOT SPOT AVERAGES. WHAT A PIGEON! The top ten pigeons in this competition is made up with of 6 x German, 3 x Dutch and 1 x South African entries and there is now 86 minutes difference between 1st and 10th in this classification. Holding 1st UNITED KINGDOM, 15th OPEN is VAN VAIZEYS with BRAMBLE which was bred by STEVEN VAIZEY from PORTSMOUTH, 2nd UK, 40th Open goes to Nev Proctor from Brown Edge with his pigeon Woodhouse High Stakes, 3rd UK, 65th Open for Mr & Mrs Brian Clayburn from Ackworth with Brian’s Dream, 4th UK, 94th Open goes to Premier Stud, owned by Graham Sparkes from Patrington with pigeon named Optomist, 5th UK, 108th Open another for Mr & Mrs Brian CLayburn from Ackworth with Barry’s Mate, 6th UK, 113th Open for English Glory Syndicate with English Queen bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon, 7th UK, 123rd Open for Peter Reeves from Winchester with Hampshire Select, 8th UK, 134th Open for Brian Long from Gipping with Gipping Mistress, 9th UK, 146th Open for the International Syndicate with Blue Dust bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon and entered by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet and 10th UK, 177th Open another for Mr & Mrs Brian Clayburn from Ackworth with Scott’s Flyer, 11th UK, 181st Open for Bernard Smyth from County Down, N. I., with Dora and then 12th UK, 189th Open another for Brian Long from Gipping with Gipping Lass. Holding onto 1st IRELAND, 67th OPEN goes to BERNARD HEMPENSTALL with HEMPO, 2nd Ireland, 157th Open to Downshire Lofts with Eimear and 3rd Ireland, 191st Open for Curtin Brothers with Daniels Choice.

The basketing list appeared on the web site on Friday 18th January and this showed a total of 2,897 being basketed and this included 2,197 International and 718 South African with 189 from the United Kingdom and 53 from Ireland.

The convoy of pigeons were not liberated on Saturday 19th January from Training Race 9 from 110km (approx. 68 miles) and the race was postponed because the weather forecast was for heavy rain right across the flight path. I actually watched the Ladies Women’s Golf World Cup on Friday on Sky Television, which was being held in Sun City and torrential rain meant that the organisers had to interrupt play for over two hours, heavy showers also happened on Saturday and also on Sunday and the same weather was predicted for Monday and Tuesday, so with all this heavy rain taken into consideration it was decided to try to get Training Race 9 to take place on Wednesday 23rd January.

Finally, Training Race 9 took place on Wednesday 23rd January from 113km (approx. 70 miles) and they were liberated at 07-00 in partly cloudy and cool conditions, temperature of 24c (75f) with a light head wind and a total of 2,892 pigeons had been basketed and this included 2,177 International and 715 South African with 190 United Kingdom and 54 Irish pigeons competing.

CONGRATULATIONS for taking 1st OPEN in this race went to TOP TEAM BUCHLOH from GERMANY with their pigeon named DORRIS that was clocked t 08-23-57.54 to record a velocity of 1,467ypm (approx. 50mph). This pigeon had previously won 151st, 29th, 24th, 66th, 242nd, 299th, 9th, 106th, 141st, 176th, 214th and now 1st Open. Four countries had pigeons in the top ten are they were split by 41.80 seconds and were as follows:- 7 x German, 1 x American, 1 x Danish and 1 x Czech Republic pigeons. The top 50 were all clocked within 66.91 seconds of the race winner and when the first result went on the web site it showed 1,327 pigeons had been clocked by 08-39 and this included 997 International, 330 South African with 85 UK and 24 Irish pigeons. The next update at 09-37 showed 2,738 clocked including 2,054 International and 684 South African with 175 from the UK and 53 from Ireland. The final update showed 2,853 by 17-15 and this included 2,147 International, 706 South African with 188 UK and 53 Irish pigeons clocked, leaving just 39 to make it back to base.

CONGRATULATIONS in this race with 1st UNITED KINGDOM, 13th OPEN and also FLYING THE FLAG FOR THE UK was YEW TREE LOFTS with pigeon named MILLIE MRS bred by GEORGE PENDLETON from ORMSKIRK which had previously won 159th, 340th, 48th last race and now 13th Open, 2nd, 7th & 10th UK, 18th, 132nd & 155th Open for Dave & Paul McCarthy from Wallasey with Wallasey Pearl, Wallasey Gizmo and Wallasey Wonder, Pearl has now won 2 x 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 2 x 5th, 3x 6th, 8th, 11th & 12th UK plus 386th, 179th, 85th, 138th, 120th, 12th, 57th, 218th, 43rd, 41st, 249th, 43rd, 52nd and now 18th Open, Gizmo has won 283rd, 103rd and now 132nd Open and Wonder has won 370th and now 155th Open, 8th UK, 32nd & 141st Open for Syndicate Lofts UK with Crazy Diamond and Darcey Bussell both bred by Peter Fox from Bangor, Crazy Diamond had already won 1st UK, 2nd Open in an earlier race ans also 90th, 151st, 98th, 99th, 106th and now 32nd Open with Darcey Bussell has won 95th, 316th,  and now 141st Open, these pigeons are both the same way bred, 4th UK, 60th Open for Dennis Foster from Brown Edge with Amber Gold which had previously won 144th, 274th, 114th and now 60th Open, 5th, 6th & 9th UK, 83rd, 113th & 142nd Open for Mr & Mrs Brian & Mavis Clayburn from Ackworth with their 3 entries Scott’s Flyer winner of 4th, 5th, 8th, 10th, 11th UK, 128th, 147th, 39th, 257th, 107th, 169th, 84th and now 83rd Open, Barry’s Mate has now won 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 2 x 5th, 6th, 2 x 8th, 11th and 2 x 12th UK plus 197th, 228th, 14th, 44th, 191st, 3rd, 204th, 164th, 156th, 144th, 55th, 231st, 44th and now 113th Open and then Brian’s Dream has already won 218th, 345th, 216th, 125th, 77th and now 142nd  Open, 11th UK, 189th Open for Nev Proctor from Brown Edge with Woodhouse Angel winner of 58th, 93rd, 36th, 76th, 145th, 149th, 27th, 55th, 195th and now 189th Open and then 12th UK, 197th Open for the Frozen Porridge Syndicate with their great little pigeon named Aufedersein Pet bred by John Fellows from Ferryhill and entered by Richard Elliott from Plymouth. This great pigeon has already won 3 x 1st, 4 x 2nd, 6th, 2 x 7th, 2 x 10th and now 12th UK, plus 128th, 62nd, 19th, 73rd, 208th, 7th, 347th, 18th, 40th, 8th, 17th, 132nd, 134th, 3rd and now 197th Open in its last 15 races and has also won about $11,000 in cash prizes so far, yet another form horse. The UNITED KINGDOM TEAM has now won 3 x 1st, 2nd, 4 x 3rd, 2 x 5th, 3 x 7th, 8th, 9th, 3 x 12th, 3 x 13th, 14th, 15th, 2 x 17th, 2 x 18th and 4 x 20th in the 21 official races held so far, which is a great achievement when you consider the class of these pigeons in this great International race. A total of 188 UK pigeons were officially clocked. 

CONGRATULATIONS for taking 1st IRELAND, 33rd OPEN went to JOSH & KEVIN with pigeon named SOPRANO 1 which had previously won 3rd Ireland, 148th Open in the last race, 2nd Ireland, 89th Open for Dave Brown with Zara, a previous winner of 1st Ireland, 162nd Open, 3rd Ireland, 117th Open for Brown & Lucas with their great pigeon Nicola II a winner of 3 x 1st, 5 x 2nd and now 3rd Ireland plus 165th, 55th, 63rd, 45th, 95th, 35th, 165th, 8th, 80th and now 117th Open, 4th Ireland, 190th Open went to Bernard Hempenstall with Hempo that has already won 3rd and 3 x 4th Ireland and 5th Ireland, 201st Open for Gerry McCourt with his flying machine named Adam which has now recorded 5 x 1st, 1 x 2nd, 2 x 4th and 1 x 5th Ireland, plus 17th, 20th, 52nd, 4th, 106th, 133rd, 66th, 3rd and now 201st Open with 6th Ireland, 289th Open for Downshire Lofts with Mulhollands Dream that had previously won 1 x 2ns and 4 x 3rd Ireland. The IRELAND TEAM has now won 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 6th, 8th, 13th, 16th, 2 x 17th and a 20th Open in the 21 official races held so far. A total of 53 Irish pigeons were officially clocked.

POOLS/NOMINATIONS payout was $7,174-85c and a total of 203 were bet on and once again many top performing pigeons took most of this money with all of it going by 24th position. Only one United Kingdom winner in this race and that was DAVE & PAUL McCARTHY from WALLASEY with their very consistent pigeon WALLASEY PEARL that walked away with $123.25c for its efforts.

After twenty-one official race in the “SUN CITY OVERALL AVERAGES” we still have SUDHOFF & VAN BEERS from GERMANY leading this classification by a clear 63 minutes with their great champion BIRDY that so far has really not put a foot wrong through this race series and has scored the following OPEN positions in each of the 21 official races so far:- 26th, 772nd, 13th, 30th, 310th, 120th, 21st, 121st, 114th, 92nd, 454th, 385th, 14th, 14th, 32nd, 260th, 484th, 322nd, 15th, 823rd and now 8th Open and this pigeon is now leading this classification by a clear 00 minutes. This remarkable flying machine also won the Hot Spot Ace Pigeon Award and $5,000 for its efforts. WHAT AN OUTSTANDING PIGEON THIS IS. The top 10 positions are currently taken by 7 x German, 2 x Dutch and 1 x South African pigeons. The best UK pigeon is holding onto 13th for the VAN VAIZEY SYNDICATE with their excellent pigeon BRAMBLE bred by Steven Vaizey from Portsmouth, 56th Mr & Mrs Brian & Mavis Clayburn from Ackworth with Brian’s Dream, 76th Nev Proctor from Brown Edge with Woodhouse High Stakes, 90th Mr & Mrs Brian & Mavis Clayburn with Barry’s Mate, 106th Peter Reeves from Winchester with Hampshire Select, 128th Premier Stud with Optomist bred by Graham Sparkes from Patrington, 131st English Glory Syndicate with English Queen and bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon, 134th is the International Syndicate with Blue Dust also bred by Jimmy Richards, 145th Brian Long from Gipping with Gipping Mistress and then 151st another for Mr & Mrs Brian & Mavis Clayburn with Scott’s Flyer. The best IRISH pigeon is holding 58th BERNARD HEMPENSTALL with HEMPO, 142nd Downshire Lofts with Eimear, 172nd Curtin Brothers with Daniel’s Choice and then 216th for Gerry McCourt with his great pigeon Adam.   

More daily training will take place right through the week providing the weather is good enough to train these athletes of the skies building them up to next Saturday’s Training Race 10 from 110km (approx. 68 miles), which is due to be held on Saturday 26th January, which will be the last official race prior to the “FINAL RACE” which takes place on Saturday 2nd February 2008 from 550km (approx. 342 miles), which looks like about 2,800 pigeons will be competing to fly for Prize Money and Awards worth nearly $1 MILLION US DOLLARS. GOOD LUCK TO ALL CONCERNED. 

*****DO YOU FANCY A GAMBLE ON THE FINAL RACE? ANY UNSOLD UN-ACTIVATED (RESERVE) PIGEONS THAT HAVE NOT BEEN PURCHASED BY THEIR OWNERS WILL BE OFFERED FOR SALE ON THE SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR WEB SITE www.scmdpr.com for $1,000 EACH FROM WEDNESDAY 23rd JANUARY 2008. ALL OF THESE “RESERVE PIGEONS” FOR SALE HAVE FLOWN THE FULL RACE PROGRAMME AND YOU CAN LOG ONTO TO THIS WEB SITE AND GET ALL THE TRAINING & RACING INFORMATION ON EVERY PIGEONS THAT IS FOR SALE. ALL YOU NEED TO DO THEN IS CALL ME IMMEDIATELY ON 01279-812005 AND GIVE ME THE COUNTY NUMBER/S AND NAME/S OF THE PIGEON/S YOU WANT TO PURCHASE AND I WILL GET THEM PURCHASED UNDER YOUR NAME OR SYNDICATE. AS A SAFEGUARD PLEASE SELECT A COUPLE OF OTHER BACK-UP PIGEONS JUST IN CASE YOUR SELECTION/S HAVE ALREADY BEEN SOLD. ONCE PURCHASED ALL YOU HAVE TO DO THEN IS FORWARD ME THE CHEQUE/PAYMENT IMMEDIATELY AND I WILL THEN TRANSFER YOUR MONEY OVER TO THE RACE ORGANISERS AND ADMINISTRATION OFFICE IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

I have just been informed from South Africa that the NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP TOTAL PRIZE MONEY IN THE “FINAL RACE” will $147,000-00c and the UNITED KINGDOM will have $12,200 and split as follows 1st PRIZE will be $6,100, 2nd PRIZE $3,660 and 3rd PRIZE $2,440. The IRELAND TEAM have $2,500 allocated to them and that is split 1st PRIZE $1,250, 2nd PRIZE $750 and 3rd PRIZE $500. This payment is funded by the amount of pigeons that were actually originally entered into the race, so it changes for every country, the more that is entered then the more the prize money will be. GOOD LUCK TO ALL CONCERNED.

We are now well into the 2007/8 race series, weekly race reports and updates will be sent out to all UK competitors and syndicate shareholders plus of course published in both our weekly pigeon magazines. They are also available to view on three web sites, namely:- www.iprr.co.uk www.elimarpigeons.com and www.pigeonportal.com
If anybody wants to follow what is happening an a daily basis over the next month all the have to do is log onto www.scmdpr.com it is without doubt the most up to date, comprehensive and informative one loft web site in the world today and last year had in excess of 16 million “HITS” during the whole race series and this figure is expected to rise during the 2007/8 race series.

If there is anything anybody would like to know about this race, then please contact me as soon as possible on 01279-812005 or email me on reglofts@aol.com and I will be only too pleased to answer their questions or queries.

GOOD LUCK TO ALL COMPETITORS/ENTRANTS OVER THE NEXT WEEK.

Paul Smith. United Kingdom Race Team Shipper for The 12th Sun City Million Dollar (The Greatest Pigeon Race In The World Today), which is due to be held in Sun City Resort, South Africa on Saturday 2nd February 2008.

Regency Lofts Limited, “Five Pennies”, High Lane, Stansted Mountfitchet, Essex. CM24 8LQ. Telephone/Facsimile:- 01279-812005. (Int. Code:- +44-1279-812005).

Mobile:- 07860-568216. Email:- reglofts@aol.com 

SCMDPR Web Site:- www.scmdpr.com 

