    “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASE”

  REPORT ON 19th & 20th TRAINING RACES

                             in                                                                                                                        

   THE 13th SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR

 (THE RACE WITH THE PROVEN TRACK RECORD)
  (THE GREATEST PIGEON RACE IN THE WORLD)

                       WHICH IS DUE TO BE HELD IN 

SUN CITY, SOUTH AFRICA ON SATURDAY 31st JANUARY 2009.       

It was now time for Training Race 19 to take place from 79km (49 miles) on Wednesday 21st January 2009 and a total of 3,104 pigeons were basketed including 329 from the United Kingdom and 35 from Ireland. This total was made up by 2,491 International pigeons and 613 South African pigeons. These were all then liberated early at 07-20 with a light head wind, in overcast conditions with a temperature of 20c (68f) and a good race was anticipated by Zandy Meyer the Race Director and Andre Van Wyk the Loft Manager. 

CONGRATULATIONS for winning 1st Open in this Training Race 19 went to Team Ellenbroek – Sellen from the Netherlands with their pigeon named Tukker which was officially clocked at 08.23.53 to record a velocity of 1347ypm (46mph), 2nd Open went to A Marais from South Africa with Cowboys Dream, 3rd Open for Darren Peters from East Heckington from the United Kingdom with Fenlands 3, 4th Open for Team GSA – Munnik from South Africa with Capture Him, 5th Open for Chris Smith from South Africa with Blue Silk a pigeon that has already scored numerous times in this race series, 6th Open for the Lucky Devils Syndicate administered by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet with pigeon named Lucky Numbers bred by Les Parkinson from Middlewich, 7th Open for Yew Tree Lofts with Yoda bred by George Pendleton from Ormskirk, 8th Open for Team Nesselbach from Germany with Harry 2, 9th Open for Erwin u Ralf Schuermann from Germany with Mara and 10th Open went to Team Moeller – Schwidde from Germany with Nemo. The top 10 positions in this race were taken by 4 different countries and were all clocked within 21.80 seconds of the race winner with only 47.15 seconds separating the top 50 in this result. The first result on the web site showed 2,209 officially clocked by 08.40, then followed by 3,031 by 09.33, then 3,071 by 11.38 and then 3,076 by 15.56. A total of 3,102 pigeons homed from this race, leaving just 2 missing.

CONGRATULATIONS for winning 1st UK, 3rd Open goes to Darren Peters from East Heckington with his great pigeon named Fenlands 3 that has already scored numerous times throughout this race series which was clocked at 08.24.08 only 14.40 seconds after the race winner, 2nd UK, 6th Open went to the Lucky Devils Syndicate administered by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet and with pigeon named Lucky Numbers bred by Les Parkinson from Middlewich, 3rd UK, 7th Open for Yew Tree Lofts with Yoda bred by George Pendleton from Ormskirk, 4th UK, 15th Open for Joesch – Burger – Rossouw with Newmarket bred by Jurgen & Caroline Josch from Hailsham, 5th UK, 16th Open for the Pompey Boys with Pompey Lauren bred by Dave Waterhouse from Portsmouth, 6th UK, 25th Open for Max Wilkes & Son from Solihull with Diamond Kees Donna, 7th UK, 67th Open for J Elder & Sons from Fazakerley with Ashanti, 8th UK, 81st Open for Team Thomas with Kirwood Number 19 bred by Mike, Christine & Thomas Kirby from Asselby, 9th UK, 87th Open for Mark Gilbert GB from Windsor with Southfield Melissa and then 10th UK, 139th Open for Pet Shop Boys and Girls with Paddywak bred by John Alderslade from Bridlington. Another 5 UK pigeons in the top 198 in the result with 50 UK pigeons being clocked in the top 601. The first web site result showed 221 UK pigeons clocked before 08.40, then followed by 323 by 09.33, then 327 by 11.38 and then 328 by 15.56.

CONGRATULATIONS for taking 1st Ireland, 142nd Open went to Brown + Lucas with Maria 2 which was clocked at 08.25.19, 2nd Ireland, 191st Open for Billy Wallace with Helen 2, 3rd Ireland, 202nd Open for Gerry McCourt, the Irish Race Team Shipper with his good pigeon named Adam 4 and the 4th & 5th Ireland, 346th & 449th Open for Cannon Lillis Lofts with Starey Eyed and Dream On both bred by Jos Reilly. The first web site result showed 21 Irish pigeon clocked by 08.40, then followed by 33 by 09.33.

SUN CITY OVERALL GRAND AVERAGES WHICH OFFERS A 1st PRIZE OR $10,000, 2nd PRIZE OF $5,000 and a 3rd PRIZE OF $2,000 (these prizes can only be won by pigeons that were actually ACTIVATED prior to the 1st Hot Spot Race). Results after the twenty-two official races that count are as follows:- 1st Open is currently held by A Sikora – G Selter with their outstanding pigeon named Hetti that is now leading this classification by a clear 40 minutes which really shows the class of this exceptional pigeon. The 22 results are certainly worthy of a mention and are as follows:- 365th, 760th, 43rd, 15th, 307th, 62nd, 136th, 189th, 285th, 18th, 59th, 736th, 444th, 152nd, 5th, 185th, 60th, 52nd, 241st, 129th, 39th and now 59th Open against the best in the world. A total of 5 different countries are represented in the top 10. Holding onto 1st UK, 23rd Open for The New Forest Syndicate with Forest Fern bred by Mr/Mrs Derek Boyes from Holbury, 2nd UK, 26th Open is Yew Tree Lofts with Yoda bred by George Pendleton from Ormskirk, 3rd UK, 91st Open for Team Thomas with Kirwood Number 10 bred by Mike, Christine & Thomas Kirby from Appelby, 4th UK, 95th Open for Churchill Lofts with Churchill Elizabeth bred by Dudley Brothers from Stoke-On-Trent, 5th UK, 108th Open for Henri + Sakkie with Piedy bred by Guy Barrett O.B.E., 6th UK, 112th Open for The Nuneaton Nutters with Never Still bred by Ray Till from Rugeley, 7th UK, 143rd Open for Guy Barrett O.B.E from Horsforth with Horsforth Boy, 8th UK, 147th Open for Marchant – Chitty Brothers with Brian’s Choice bred by Chitty Brothers from Kings Langley, 9th UK, 150th Open for the Plymouth Boys with Lady Catu bred by Andy Nolan from Plymouth and 10th UK, 152nd Open for Europa Auctions UK with Europa Dark Double bred by Derek Nicholls from Barry. Another 3 UK pigeons in the top 185. Holding onto 1st Ireland, 166th Open for Lucas – Kirwin – O’Connor with African Queen, 2nd Ireland, 243rd Open for Philip & Mark Smith with Our Peggy and 3rd Ireland, 349th Open for Billy Wallace with Denise. WELL DONE TO ALL CONCERNED.

It was then onto Training Race 20 which was held on Saturday 24th January 2009 from 143km (89 miles), which was actually the twenty-fifth official race and a grand total of 3,102 pigeons were basketed and this number was made up of 2,490 International, 612 South African, 329 United Kingdom and 35 Irish pigeon. The convoy was liberated at 06.20 in overcast conditions with a no wind and a temperature of 20c (68f) and a fairly steady race was anticipated by Zandy Meyer the Race Director and Andre Van Wyk the Loft Manager.

CONGRATULATIONS for winning 1st Open went to Team Ellenbroek – Seelen from Netherlands with their pigeon named Tukker which was clocked at 08.26.09 to record a velocity of 1243ypm (42mph), this pigeon has now recorded 1st Open in both the last two race which is a remarkable performance against this quality of entries, I bet the owners are hoping it has just hit form at the right time, 2nd Open went to Team Bjerg from Denmark with Mikkel, 3rd Open for Martins Three from Australia with Falkenburg, 4th Open for Team Muehlenstrodt – Ferchen with Slywalker a previous car winner in this race series, 5th Open for Berlaarse Hafo Vriendenkring from Belgium with Sam, 6th Open for Decoster – Schollier from Belgium with Speedy D, 7th Open for Koopman Racing Pigeons from Netherlands with their good pigeon named Paparazzi that earlier held onto the 1st Sun City Overall Averages for quite a few races, 8th Open  for Team Pulverturm from Germany with Hannas Dream, 9th Open for Fayez Q8 from Qatar with Dust and 10th Open for Billy Wallace from Ireland with Helen 2. A truly fantastic international result with the first five positions all going to different countries and a total of 7 in the top 10 and all clocked within 54.80 seconds, with the top 50 only separated by 91,60 seconds. The first result on the web site showed 1,703 clocked by 08.40, then 2,572 by 08.58, 2.852 by 09.20. Further updates showed 2,929 clocked by 10.15, 2,972 by 11.57, then 3,002 by 14.05 and by nightfall at 19-07 a total of 3,069 pigeons had been recorder, leaving 33 still to make it back to the lofts. An early update on Sunday morning showed 3,079 had made it home, followed by a final result which showed 3,084 had returned by 14.50, leaving 18 to return.

CONGRATULATIONS for taking 1st UK, 23rd Open for Marshall & Son from Whitley Bay with their good pigeon named Blue Diamond 2 which was clocked at 08.27.15, they entered 3 pigeons and still have all 3 left to compete in the Final Race, then taking 2nd, 3rd & 4th UK, 30th, 45th & 49th Open went to Darren Peters from East Heckington with Fenlands 3, which has already won 105th, 43rd, 65th, 18th, 23rd, 67th, 3rd and now 20th Open in this race series, Fenlands 9 was his second clocked and then Fenlands 10, all being clocked within 16 seconds of each other, a truly remarkable result considering the quality these pigeons are competing against and his team of pigeons have excelled in this race series so far, 5th UK, 56th Open for Joesch – Burger – Rossouw with Southwell bred by Jurgen & Caroline Josch from Hailsham, 6th UK, 69th Open for Peter Reeves from Winchester with Dorothy May, 7th UK, 73rd Open for Max Wilkes & Son from Solihull with Diamond Toey, this partnership entered 6 pigeons and still have all 6 in the running, 8th UK, 81st Open for Aspirate Ad Astra with Obi Dalibor bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge, 9th UK, 86th Open  for Juergen & Caroline Joesch from Hailsham with pigeon named Goodwood and then 10th UK, 87th Open for Team Thomas with Kirwood Number 10 bred by Mike, Christine & Thomas Kirby from Asselby. Another 8 UK pigeons were clocked in the top 200 making it a very successful team performance. The first result on the web site showed 174 UK pigeons were clocked by 08.40, then 265 by 08.58, and then 299 by 09.20. Further updates showed 314 clocked by 10.15, then 319 by 11.57 and 321 by 14.05 and by nightfall at 19-07 a total of 324 UK pigeons had returned to base camp, leaving 5 missing. An early update on Sunday morning show 325 had been recorded by 08-50 with no more throughout the day, leaving 4 still to return to the lofts.

CONGRATULATIONS for taking 1st Ireland, 10th Open for Billy Wallace with his great pigeon named Helen 2 that was clocked at 08.27.04, 2nd Ireland, 107th Open for Gerry McCourt, the Irish Race Team Shipper with his consistent pigeon Adam 4, 3rd Ireland, 219th Open for Wallace & Wall Brothers with Grace and 4th Ireland, 240th Open for Luigi Forte with Kanio. The first web site result showed 22 Irish pigeons clocked by 08.40, then 29 by 08.58 and then 32 by 09.20. Further updates showed no more clocked by 10.15 and all 35 were officially clocked by 17-29.

REGIONAL NOMINATIONS OF $2, $5 & $10 in this Training Race 20 resulted in 2 UK pigeons being entered and 8 nominations and was won by the following competitor:- Waldron Lofts with Waldron Edge bred by Graham Watkinson from Skelmersdale won $30.60c for this pigeon winning 710th Open.   

GLOBAL NOMINATIONS OF $1, $2, $5, $10, $20, $50 & $100 in this Training Race 20 once again attracted a tremendous amount of interest and actually showed a total of 182 pigeons being entered, with 660 nominations and this included 16 pigeons from the United Kingdom and a total of $6,766-00c being flown for and the United Kingdom winners were:- Darren Peters from East Heckington with Fenlands 3 which won a total of $535.50c for finishing 30th Open. The pigeon in 47th Open took the final lot of nominations.

SUN CITY OVERALL GRAND AVERAGES WHICH OFFERS A 1st PRIZE OF $10,000, 2nd PRIZE OF $5,000 and a 3rd PRIZE OF $2,000 (these prizes can only be won by pigeons that were actually ACTIVATED prior to the 1st Hot Spot Race). Results after twenty-three official races are currently standing as follows:- 1st Open is currently held by A Sikora –G Selter with their great pigeon named Hetti that finished 99th Open in this race to add to the fantastic performances mentioned above in the last race classification and it now leads by nearly 54 minutes. A total of 6 different countries are represented in the top 10. Holding on to 1st UK, 21st Open still goes to The New Forest Syndicate with Forest Fern bred by Mr/Mrs Derek Boyes from Holbury and then there are only a few of other small changes in the UK top 10 from the result in the last race which is mentioned above. The 5th and 6th UK switch around 5th above Piedy moves up to 4th UK, and Never Still takes 5th UK, 6th UK goes to Churchill Elizabeth with Europa Dark Double moving up to 9th UK and Lady Catu from 9th to 10th UK. The first three positions in the Irish result remain the same as in the last race mention above. 

ACTIVATION OF RESERVES:- After FRIDAY 16th JANUARY 2009 all “UN-ACTIVATED” pigeons that have not been purchased by the original owners will be offered for sale on the web site www.scmdpr.com from MONDAY 19th JANUARY 2009 to anybody that wants top pay the $1,000 entry fee. When this list appeared it showed a total of 431 pigeons that had not yet been ACTIVATED by their owners, which were all now for sale. After this deadline date, all of these “UN-ACTIVATED” pigeons will be sold on a first come, first served basis and the successful purchases will then be entitled to win any of the Prize Money that is up for grabs in the Final Race, which actually is close to $1 Million Dollars, the original owner gets nothing. All you do is contact the Country Shipper who you sent your pigeons through and they will arrange to get your RESERVE/S “ACTIVATED” before the Final Race. However, if after “ACTIVATION” takes place this pigeon or pigeons get lost prior to the basketing of the Final Race and has won no Special Prize Money or Awards in the earlier races, then this money is credited in full to your ASI Account and you can either use it to purchase another Reserve Pigeon/s after the 5th Hot Spot Race has taken place and have this flying under your name or syndicate name in the Final Race, or leave the credit/s in your ASI Account to use in the future. SURELY IF A PIGEON WAS WORTH SENDING OUT TO SOUTH AFRICA FOR THIS GREAT INTERNATIONAL RACE, THEN SURELY IT MUST BE WORTH YOU PURCHASING? JUST CONSIDER THAT THESE ARE ALL STILL IN THE LOFTS WHEN NEARLY 2,500 TOP CLASS PIGEONS HAVE ALREADY GONE MISSING. PLEASE DO NOT TAKE A CHANCE BY HAVING ONE OR MORE OF YOUR PIGEONS “NOT ACTIVATED”. IT REALLY IS NOT WORTH TAKING THE RISK OF MISSING OUT ON A MAJOR CASH PRIZE IN THE FINAL RACE. 

POLITE WARNING:- only two years ago an “UN-ACTIVATED” pigeon from the Netherlands actually won 1st Open and won nothing at all, because nobody ACTIVATED it so the $200,000 Prize Money actually went to the pigeon that actually came 2nd Open. PLEASE DO NOT LET THIS HAPPEN TO YOU.

After the 20th Training Race took place the pigeons will then had a few more short training tosses before being basketed for Training Race 21 which is the twenty-sixth official race in this series which will now take place on Wednesday 28th January from around 80km (49 miles) and it looks like a total of 3,100 pigeons will be basketed, which should contain approximately 2,490 International and 610 South African pigeons, with around 325 from the United Kingdom and 35 from Ireland included in the International total. Unfortunately, I will not be issuing a result for this race until I return from South Africa because I will be arriving in South Africa on the day this race takes place. SO GOOD LUCK TO ALL ENTRANTS. 

The training and race programme will consist of daily training tosses (except Sundays) and a race every Saturday as follows, plus a few extra Wednesday races and one race programmed for a Tuesday. The whole race programme will consist of 27 Training Races, which will include 5 x Hot Spot Races and of course the Final Race. Then we have Training Race 21 from 80km (approx. 50 miles) to be held on Wednesday 28th January and then of course “THE FINAL RACE” on Saturday 31st January 2009 from 552km (343 miles). Of course the weather conditions will have to be right for all of these races to take place, if not they will be basketed and liberated on another day when the weather forecast is better and the Race Director’s decision will be final. The object of this great race from day one has always been to get as many pigeons to the “FINAL RACE” as possible and give all fanciers/competitors/entrants a fair chance in the “FINAL RACE”.

GOOD LUCK TO ALL CONCERNED AND REGULAR “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASES”, “NEWSLETTERS” AND “UPDATES” WILL BE SENT OUT TO ALL COMPETITORS/ENTRANTS AND SYNDICATE SHAREHOLDERS ON A WEEKLY BASIS OVER THE NEXT FEW MONTHS. ALSO WEEKLY “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASES” WILL BE SENT OUT TO OUR PIGEON PUBLICATIONS AND WILL ALSO BE ON OUR WEB SITE www.scmdpr.com FOR ALL TO VIEW.

***WHAT CAN BE WON DURING THIS 2008/9 RACE SERIES*** Prizes and awards that add up to a staggering US$1.6 Million American Dollars and these include 5 x Brand New Cars, 1 for each of the 5 Hot Spot Races, 50 x US$1,000 Hot Spot Cash Prizes, split into 10 x US$1,000 Cash Prizes for each of the 5 x Hot Spot Races, a US$5,000 Hot Spot Ace Pigeon Award for the best pigeon in these 5 races, 5 x US$5,000 Country Cash Prizes on the 5th Hot Spot Race, plus numerous other US$1,000 Cash Prizes, these prizes are for the first pigeon from each country in the result, the first five different countries take the US$5,000 prizes, then after that US$1,000 prizes. A Two Bird Average Competition and a US$2,000 Cash Prize in each of the 5 x Hot Spot Races, the Sun City Ace Pigeon Award and US$10,000 in Prize Money, split 1st US$5,000, 2nd US$3,000 and 3rd US$2,000, a US$5,000 Cash Prize for the pigeon with the best overall average in all the Training Races and Hot Spot Races, 50km or over. A Knockout Winner and US$25,000 Prize Money, which starts on the 2nd Hot Spot Race and the winner is the first one to be clocked in the “FINAL RACE” (over the past few years there has been around 30/40 pigeons still left in this competition).  Around US$160,000 (approx. £118,000) National Championship Cash Prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd Country in the “FINAL RACE”, the amount of prize money depends on how many pigeons are entered from each country but I can tell you that over US$300,000 (approx. £222,000) has been paid out in the last two years, which in itself makes it another nice little earner if you happen to strike lucky. Then in the “FINAL RACE” there are 10 magnificent gold pendants to be won and around US$900,000 American Dollars in Prize Money and 250 cash prizes being on offer. (ONLY “ACTIVATED” PIGEONS ARE ELIGIBLE TO COMPETE FOR ANY OF THESE SPECIAL CASH PRIZES OR AWARDS). PRIZE MONEY ALLOCATED TO THE 2009 “FINAL RACE” IS AS FOLLOWS:- 1st $200,000 (approx. £148,000), 2nd $120,000 (approx. £89,000), 3rd $75,000 (approx. £56,000), 4th $50,000 (approx. £37,000), 5th $25,000 (approx. £18,500), 6th $20,000 (approx. £15,000), 7th $15,000 (approx. £11,000), 8th $10,000 (approx. £7,500), 9th $9,000 (approx. £6,500), 10th $8,000 (approx. £5,900), 11th/15th $5,500 each (approx. £4,000), 16th/20th $4,500 each (approx. £3,300), 21st/30th $3,500 each (approx. £2,500), 31st/50th $2,500 each (approx. £1,850), 51st/75th $2,000 each (approx. £1,480), 76th/100th $1,500 each (approx. £1.110), 101st/150th $1,250 each (approx. £925), 151st/200th $1,000 each (approx. £740), 201st/250th $500 each (approx. £370). (Subject to terms and conditions of entry and to currency exchange rates).

It is worth mentioning that three brand new cars have been won by fanciers representing the United Kingdom Team in the last three years, Richard Elliott and Chris Gordon both won new cars during the 2005/6 race series and Paul & Dave McCarthy won one a new car during the 2006/7 series. I am hopeful that somebody from the United Kingdom will also win one or maybe more during the 2008/9 series. It was also great to see John Nash representing Ireland also win a brand new car in the 4th Hot Spot Race in the 2008/9 race series. GOOD LUCK TO ALL COMPETITORS.

I would also just like to notify fanciers that my weekly “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASE”, “NEWSLETTERS” and “UPDATES” can now also be seen on the following pigeon web sites:- www.iprr.co.uk    www.elimarpigeons.com www.pigeonportal.com   www.pigeonglobe.co.uk   www.cyberpigeon.co.uk   www.pigeonbasics.com www.pigeonnetwork.com plus of course they will also be in the “”BRITISH HOMING WORLD” and “THE RACING PIGEON” for all to see.

The race date for the 14th SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR PIGEON RACE has already been agreed and this will once again take place in Sun City, South Africa on Saturday 30th January 2010. If you are interested in participating or acting a Country Race Team Shipper, then please contact me as soon as possible on 01279-812005 and I will give you all the information you require. I have just been notified that the organisers are bringing the first intake period forward by about two weeks, so this will now take place between 2nd May and the 24th May 2009.

If you are considering entering some of your top class pigeons either under your own name or a syndicate name into the 14th Sun City Million Dollar Pigeon Race, then all you currently need to do is call me on 01279-812005 and ask me to put you on my mailing list, I will then keep you up to date with everything you need to know about entering this fantastic international pigeon race.  

If you have any questions about any aspect of the SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR PIGEON RACE, then please feel free to contact me on 01279-812005 and I will do my best to answer any of your questions or queries. IT IS GOOD TO SEE THAT THE ORGANISERS HAVE ONCE AGAIN ADDED EXTRA PRIZE MONEY TO THE 14th SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR PIGEON RACE, THEY HAVE ADDED AN EXTRA 50 x $500 CASH PRIZES WHICH NOW MEANS 300 PRIZES IN THE FINAL RACE, RATHER THAN THE 250 FROM DAY ONE, PLUS THEY HAVE ALSO ADDED ANOTHER 50 x $1,000 HOT SPOT CASH PRIZES, WHICH NOW MEANS 20 x $1,000 HOT SPOT CASH PRIZES IN EACH OF THE 5 HOT SPOT RACES.

IF ANY PIGEON FANCIER IN THE UNITED KINGDOM WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE MY WEEKLY “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASES”, “NEWSLETTERS” AND “UPDATES” BY EMAIL, THEN ALL THEY HAVE TO DO IS EMAIL ME THEIR ACTUAL EMAIL ADDRESS AND I WILL FORWARD THEM ALL THE INFORMATION ABOUT THE 2008/9 RACE SERIES BY EMAIL ON A REGULAR BASIS. 

Why not join in the fun and be part of THE NATIONAL TEAM and “FLY THE FLAG FOR THE UNITED KINGDOM”. 

I sure hope that all the 90 plus pigeon fanciers and friends from the United Kingdom and Ireland that are travelling out to Sun City, South Africa have a fantastic experience during their stay and 

enjoy the wonderful South African hospitality and of course the fantastic weather. 

THE KNOCKOUT COMPETITION & A $25,000 (APPROX. £18,500) CASH PRIZE goes to the first pigeon officially clocked in the Final Race and from an original entry of 2,739 pigeons from 29 different countries this has been whittled down after the four earlier rounds to just 69 top class pigeons competing for this coveted prize. I can now reveal that 12 different countries are still in the running and they have the following pigeons still competing:- AUSTRIA 1, AUSTRALIA 1, BELGIUM 8, CZECH REPUBLIC 2, GERMANY 37, DENMARK 3, IRELAND 1, ITALY 1, NETHERLANDS 3, UNITED KINGDOM 4, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 1 and SOUTH AFRICA 7. The 4 x UNITED KINGDOM pigeons are as follows:- RIPSPEED entered by SUNNY LOFTS bred by Alistair Hogg from Winchburgh,

CONNER entered by THE THREE TOM-BOGGIES (Eddie Thompson from Romford) and pigeon bred by MR/MRS STEVE MEDLOCK from Romford, FOREST FERN bred by MR/MRS DEREK BOYES from Holbury and then SCOOBY DOO representing YEW TREE LOFTS bred by George Pendleton from Ormskirk. The only IRISH pigeon left competing is TIPPERARY MARY bred by Patsy Ryan. GOOD LUCK TO ALL THESE COMPETITORS IN THIS VERY TOUGH CLASSIFICATION.

THE NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP also takes place during the Final Race and this prize money is created by a proportion of the original entry fees from each country and the UNITED KINGDOM TEAM will be flying for $17,000 (approx. £12,590), with 1st winning £,6,295, 2nd winning £3,777 and 3rd winning £2,518. The IRISH TEAM will share $2,100 (approx. £1,556) with 1st winning £778, 2nd winning £446-80 and 3rd winning £311.20. GOOD LUCK TO ALL COMPETITORS IN THIS NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP.
My closing note this week is to wish everybody that entered pigeons in this great race good luck and I hope that somebody from the United Kingdom or Ireland can win “$200,000 THE POT OF GOLD” in the Final Race in Sun City, South Africa on Saturday 31st January 2009.

Paul Smith. 

United Kingdom Race Team Shipper for The 13th Sun City Million Dollar (The Greatest Pigeon Race In The World), which is due to be held in Sun City Resort, South Africa on Saturday 31st January 2009.

Regency Lofts Limited, “Five Pennies”, High Lane, Stansted Mountfitchet, Essex. CM24 8LQ. England. Telephone/Facsimile:- 01279-812005 (Int. Code:- +44-1279-812005).

Mobile:- 07860-568216. Email:- reglofts@aol.com SCMDPR Web Site:- www.scmdpr.com 

