    “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASE”

        REPORT 16th TRAINING RACE

                             &

               5th HOT SPOT RACE

                             in                                                                                                                        

   THE 13th SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR

 (THE RACE WITH THE PROVEN TRACK RECORD)
  (THE GREATEST PIGEON RACE IN THE WORLD)

WHICH IS DUE TO BE HELD IN SUN CITY, SOUTH AFRICA ON                      SATURDAY 31st JANUARY 2009.       

After an extremely successful 3rd HOT SPOT RACE from 273km (170 miles) when the race organisers experienced over 99% returns and then another great 4th Hot Spot Race from 311km (193 miles) when over 96% of the entered pigeons were officially clocked. It was now time for Training Race 16 to take place from 79km (49 miles) on Wednesday 7th January 2009 and a total of 3,493 pigeons were basketed including 374 from the United Kingdom and 38 from Ireland. This total was made up by 2,776 International pigeons and 717 South African pigeons. These were all then liberated early at 07-00 with little to no wind, in fine and clear conditions with a temperature of 26c (79f) and a good race was anticipated by Zandy Meyer the Race Director and Andre Van Wyk the Loft Manager. 

CONGRATULATIONS in this eighteenth official race for winning 1st Open went to Gaby Vandenabeele from Belgium with his pigeon named Spy which was officially clocked at 07.56.42 to record a velocity of 1513ypm (52mph), 2nd Open for Team Stuckenbusch from Germany, 3rd Open for Liesel Brack – Hans Esser from Germany, 4th Open for Hok Jimmy Brands from Belgium, 5th Open for P Ung + M Sangers from Netherlands, 6th Open for Team Dieckmanns Grandchildren from Germany, 7th Open for Koppmann Racing Pigeons from Netherlands with his great pigeon Paparazzi, 8th Open for Helmut and Alfons Klaas from Germany, 9th Open for Team Thomas from the United Kingdom and then 10th Open for Matthias Sprang from Germany. Four different countries were represented in the top 10 and were split by 50 seconds, with the first 50 in this result being clocked within 125 seconds of the actual winner. The first listed result on the web site showed 782 pigeons clocked by 08.02 and all within 5 minutes 45 seconds from the race winner. Next update showed 3,412 clocked by 09.06 another showed 3,423 by 12.20, then 3,440 by 14.49, then 3,449 by 16.38 and finally 3,451 by 17.44, leaving 42 still to return.

CONGRATULATIONS for winning 1st UK, 9th Open went to Team Thomas with their pigeon named Kirwood Number 22 and bred by Mike, Christine & Thomas Kirby from Asselby whose pigeons have been flying very well during this series, 2nd UK, 13th Open for Brown Brothers from Gloucester with their good pigeon Turbo, 3rd & 5th UK, 23rd & 49th Open for Darren Peters from East Heckington with his pigeons named Fenlands 3 and Fenlands 10, his team has also been scoring well in this series, 4th UK, 27th Open for Joesch – Burger – Rossouw with Newmarket bred by Jurgen & Caroline Josch from Hailsham who have also scored with quite a few pigeons they entered, 6th UK, 53rd Open for Rippon Rippers with Rippon Banker bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge whose pigeons have been scoring regularly, 7th UK, 78th Open for Aspirate Ad Astra with Obi Lysistrate again bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge, 8th UK, 91st Open for Her Majesty The Queen  with Royal Drive bred by Carlo Napolitano who is The Royal Loft Manager, this pigeon has already scored quite a few times, 9th UK, 96th Open for Mad Stoney with Beaurepaire Star bred by Brian & Sue Stone from Belper, 10th, 12th & 15th UK, 119th & 127th & 159th Open for Yew Tree Lofts with pigeons named Yoda, Arthur’s Choice and Scooby Doo and all bred by George Pendleton from Ormskirk who has also scored a few times so far, 11th UK, 121st Open for Van Vaizeys with Golden Husk bred by Steven Vaizey from Portsmouth, a pigeon that did well earlier in the series, 13th UK, 147th Open for Aspirate Ad Astra with Obi Dalibor bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge, this pigeon has already won numerous top positions and nominations in this current race series and then 14th UK, 156th Open for Witto – Porter with Weston bred by Dave Whitefield from Dorchester. Another 4 UK pigeons clocked in the top 192 in the Open and first 50 UK pigeons were all clocked in the top 475 in this result. The first result on the web site showed 79 UK pigeons clocked by 08.02 and a later update showed 366 clocked by 09.06, then another showed 368 by 12.20 and by 17.44 a total of 369 had been clocked, leaving just 5 still to return to base.

CONGRATULATIONS for taking 1st Ireland, 88th Open for the Irish Race Team Shipper Gerry McCourt with his good pigeon Adam 4 which has already scored numerous times in this race series, 2nd Ireland, 395th Open went to Lucas Lofts with his great pigeon Junior O that has also scored numerous times on this race series so far and then 3rd Ireland, 437th Open for Luigi Forte with Kanio anther pigeon with quite a few results in the first six in the Irish Team. The first result on the web site showed 6 Irish pigeons clocked by 08.02 and a later update showed all the 38 Irish pigeons were officially clocked by 09.06.

The 5th and FINAL HOT SPOT RACE which will be the pigeons toughest test so far then took place on Saturday 10th January 2009 from 383km (238 miles) and a total of 3,459 pigeons were basketed, which included 2,748 International and 711 South African entries with 370 UK and 38 Irish pigeons in this convoy. They were all liberated at 05-45 in overcast conditions with scattered rain along the flight route with a light head wind and a temperature of 21c (70f) at liberation and rising as the day progressed and a tough race was anticipated by Zandy Meyer the Race Director and Andre Van Wyk the new Loft Manager.

CONGRATULATIONS for 1st Open should have gone to a pigeon which are known as a Defaulter Pigeon which means that the owner has not paid for his team of entries, it was clocked at 11.11.29 just 3 seconds in front of the pigeon that took 2nd Open and probable has cost the original breeder winning the brand new motor car. Still rules are rules and let us hope this fancier learns by this expensive mistake and to win it, first you have to be entered into it. 2nd Open goes Anneliese Zikeli from Germany with pigeon named Shakira 2 which was officially clocked at 11.11.32 to record a velocity of 1281ypm (44mph), 3rd Open went to Veenstra Pigeons from Netherlands with Curious, 4th Open for Nova Club from Belgium with Jacky H, 5th Open for Team Thomas from the United Kingdom with Read Unicorn, 6th Open for Team Germany from Netherlands with Dutch Ace, 7th Open for Guenter Goetz from Germany with Spooky 2, 8th Open for Michel De Becker from Belgium with Jeff,

9th Open for JK Gladdin from South Africa with Goody 2 and then 10th Open for Helmut Heiland from Austria with Adam. A total of 6 different countries were represented in the top 10 and 55 seconds separated them, with the top 50 in the result all being clocked within 224 seconds of the race winner and it was interesting to note that 11 different countries were represented. The first report on the web site showed 490 pigeons clocked by 11.46, the next showed 760 by 12.26, then 854 by 12.57, then 1,034 by 13.40 and 1,348 by 14.19. Another eight updates were put on the web site and by nightfall at 20.09 a grand total of 2,659 had been officially clocked. THE JOBURG GOLF OPEN WAS TAKING PLACE ON SATURDAY AND WAS STOPPED NUMEROUS TIMES DURING THE DAY BECAUSE OF HEAVY RAIN THEN HEAVY OVERNIGHT RAIN IN THE JOHANNESBURG AREA AND SUNDAY DAWNED WITH VERY OVERCAST CONDITIONS. THIS IS ABOUT 150km (93miles) FROM SUN CITY.

The first update on Sunday morning showed 2,943 had returned by 11.33 and then three more updates were put on the web site which resulted in a grand total of 3,000 being officially clocked by 19.25. At the Monday loft check another 98 pigeons had homed in the rain, making a total of 3,098 back in the lofts and more are bound to work back over the next few days.

A BRAND NEW MOTOR CAR for the 5th Hot Spot Race was won by the pigeon that took 2nd Open owned by Anneliese Zikeli with pigeon named SHAKIRA 2.

THE 10 x HOT SPOT $1,000 CASH PRIZES were won by pigeons this race that were in the top 13 positions, the top ten are all mentioned above in the top ten result but 1st, 8th & 9th Open were not ACTIVATED so did not win any of the $1,000 Hot Spot Cash prizes, which now make a total of thirteen pigeons that were NOT ACTIVATED in 5 Hot Spot Races and now one in this race that could have won the brand new motor car if only that pigeon had been paid for. The other 3 winners of a $1,000 Hot Spot Cash Prize in this race went to pigeons in 11th Open for Filip Norman from Belgium, who won 1st Open in the 2008 SCMDPR, 12th Open to Herbert Bresser from Germany and 13th Open for Team Westenholz from Germany. CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THESE $1,000 WINNERS.

HOT SPOT 2-BIRD AVERAGE AND A $2,000 CASH PRIZE goes to Veenstra Pigeons from Netherlands with their two pigeons named Curious and Trottin Upa Drea. A total of 6 different countries were listed in the top 10. Holding 1st UK, 25th Open goes to Aspirate Ad Astra with pigeons named Obi Donough and Obi Lulu both bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge, 2nd UK, 26th Open for Darren Peters from East Heckington with Fenlands 10 and Fenlands 12, 3rd UK, 28th Open for The Nuneaton Nutters with Stone Broke bred by and Never Still both bred by Ray Till from Rugeley, 4th UK, 62nd Open for Europa Auctions UK with Europa Condor bred by Nigel Balderston from Gomersal and Europa Dark Double bred by Derek Nicholls from Barry, 5th UK, 74th Open for Nev Proctor from Brown Edge with Woodhouse Jet 1 and Fire Arms and 6th UK, 100th Open for Aspirate Ad Astra with Obi Lysistrata and Obi Lysimachos both bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge. Another 13 UK teams had pigeons in the top 193 in the Open. WELL DONE TO ALL CONCERNED. Holding onto 1st Ireland 91st Open goes to Lucas – Kirwin - O’Connor with African Queen and Mannix, 2nd Ireland, 122nd Open for Billy Wallace with Helen 2 and Denise and 3rd Ireland, 126th Open for Liam O’Griogtin with Padraig and Aoife. Two more Irish teams in the top 195 in the Open. KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK GUYS.

HOT SPOT ACE PIGEON AVERAGE WHICH OFFERS A $5,000 CASH PRIZE AFTER ALL 5 HOT SPOT RACES was won by the PARTNER SYNDICATE from AUSTRALIA with their great pigeon named DESTINY which won this classification by just 66 seconds. It really was great to see a pigeon bred in Australia do so well. The top 10 had 4 different countries represented and there was 8 different countries in the top 20 in this classification. Holding 1st UK, 7th Open went to The New Forest Syndicate with their pigeon named FOREST FERN and bred by Mr/Mrs Derek Boyes from Holbury in Hampshire. Holding 1st Ireland, 24th Open for PATSY RYAN with his pigeon named TIPPERARY MARY. CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL CONCERNED.

THE INTERNATIONAL COUNTRY CHALLENGE ALSO TOOK PLACE ON THIS 5th HOT SPOT RACE WHICH OFFERED A GRAND TOTAL OF $39,000 IN TOTAL PRIZE MONEY WITH 5 x $5,000 AND 14 x $1000 CASH PRIZES and were won as follows:-

The 5 x $5,000 Cash Prizes went to Anneliese Zikeli from Germany with Shakira 2 which took 2nd Open, Veenstra Pigeons from Netherlands with Curious took 3rd Open, Nova Club from Belgium with Jacky H took 4th Open then Team Thomas from the United Kingdom with Read Unicorn, bred by Mike, Christine & Thomas Kirby from Asselby took 5th Open and Helmut Heiland from Austria with Adam took 10th Open. Another 14 different countries had pigeons clocked in the top 250 in this resulted each of the following winning a $1,000 Cash Prize each:- MBI from Canada in 20th Open, Neighborhood Bullies from United States Of America in 24th, Leon Wolmarans from South Africa in 35th, Portugal Super Flying Team from Portugal in 40th, Joe Xuereb Lofts Malta from Malta in 57th, Rune Rasmussen from Denmark in 73rd, Sudor + Friendf from Slovakia in 112th, Stanescu + Dobre from Romania in 114th, Partner Syndicate from Australia in 130th, Bader M F Al-Jwesr from Kuwait in 139th, Patsy Ryan from Ireland took 184th, Fernando Alvarez from Mexico took 234th and lastly the Italians Champions Group from Italy took the final $1,000 in 235th Open. GREAT TO SEE 19 OUT OF THE 29 PARTICIPATING COUNTRIES WINNNING MONEY IN THIS CLASSIFICATION.

THE KNOCKOUT COMPETITION WHICH HAS A FIRST PRIZE OF $25,000 WAS HAVING ITS FOURTH ROUND IN THIS 5th HOT SPOT RACE and from an original total of 2,739 pigeons that were entered this total has now been whittled down to just 69 pigeons that will fly for the $25,000 “POT OF GOLD” in the Final Race on Saturday 31st January 2009 from 552km (352 miles) with the first of these 69 pigeons clocked winning this coveted cash prize. I can now reveal that the 69 pigeons that got through to the Final Round were 62 International and 7 South African pigeons with 4 from the UNITED KINGDOM and 1 from IRELAND and they are listed as follows:- THE NEW FOREST SYNDICATE with FOREST FERN won 29th OPEN and was bred by Mr/MRS. DEREK BOYES from HOLBURY, YEW TREE LOFTS with SCOOBY DOO won 204th OPEN and was bred by GEORGE PENDLETON from ORMSKIRK, THE THREE TOM-BOGGIES administered by EDDIE THOMPSON from Romford with CONNOR won 224th OPEN and was bred by MR/MRS S. MEDLOCK from ROMFORD and SUNNY LOFTS with RIPSPEED won 230th OPEN and was bred by ALISTAIR HOGG from WINCHBURGH. The only IRISH pigeon left in is owned by PATSY RYAN with TIPPERARY MARY who won 184th OPEN. The 69th pigeon to get into this final won 420th OPEN. GOOD LUCK TO ALL CONCERNED IN THE FINAL RACE, AS THE FIRST PIGEON HOME IN THIS RESULT WILL WIN $25,000.

CONGRATULATIONS for taking 1st & 6th UK, 5th & 107th Open for Team Thomas with Read Unicorn and Kirwood Number 19 and both bred by Mike, Christine & Thomas Kirby from Asselby, 2nd UK, 29th Open for The New Forest Syndicate with Forest Fern bred by Mr/Mrs Derek Boyes from Holbury, 3rd UK, 54th Open for Roger Sutton from Astbury with Astbury Laura, 4th UK, 67th Open for Darren Peters from East Heckington with Fenlands 10, 5th & 8th UK, 84th & 110th Open for Aspirate Ad Astra with pigeons named Obi Lysistrata and Obi Donough Thorhilde, 7th & 15th UK, 108th & 243rd Open for Robbie Prettejohn + Jesse James with pigeons named Molly Clare and Miss Jesse James both bred by Robbie & Jan Prettejohn from Plymouth, 9th UK, 198th Open for the Paul Smith Syndicate, administered by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet and with African Princess bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon, 10th UK, 200th Open for Chris Gordon from Snydale with Snydale Violet, 11th UK, 204th Open for Yew Tree Lofts with Scooby Doo and bred by George Pendleton from Ormskirk, 12th UK, 217th Open for Josch- Burger – Rossouw with Ripon bred by Jurgen & Caroline Josch from Hailsham, 13th UK, 224th Open for The Three Tom-Boggies with Connor bred by Mr/Mrs. S. Medlock from Romford and then 14th UK, 230th Open for Sunny Lofts with Ripspeed bred by Alistair Hogg from Winchburgh. The top 43 UK pigeons were all represented in the top 485 in the Open and were all clocked with 33 minutes of the actual race winner. The first report on the web site showed 43 UK pigeons clocked by 11.46, followed by 65 at 12.26, then 75 by 12.57, then 99 by 13.40 and 130 by 14.19. Another eight updates were put on the web site during the afternoon and a total of 278 pigeons had been officially clocked when darkness fell. The last pigeon clocked on the day at 20.08.43 took 2,659th Open and belonged to Myrtle Lofts – Evans + Walker bred by Mark & Dickie Evans from Snaith and the first pigeon clocked on the Sunday morning at 05.00.23 took 2,660th Open belonged to Murphy’s Law bred by Dave Murphy from Ripon. The first update on the web site on Sunday morning showed 315 UK pigeons had returned to the lofts and then three more updates appeared on the web site and the final one showed 320 pigeons had been officially clocked by 19.25. At the Monday lunch time check another 10 had homed in the rain, making 330 back in the lofts and more are bound to return over the next few days. 

CONGRATULATIONS for taking 1st Ireland, 184th Open went to Patsy Ryan with Tipperary Mary which was clocked at 11.22.40 just over 11 minutes after the actual race winner, 2nd Ireland, 448th Open went to Lucas – Kirwin – O’Connor with African Queen, 3rd Ireland, 460th Open for Brown – Lucas with Maria 2. The first report on the web site showed 3 Irish pigeons clocked by 11.46, then 9 by 12.26, then 10 by 12.57, then 13 by 13.40 and 14 by 14.19. Another 8 updates were placed on the web site during the afternoon and by darkness 27 pigeons had been officially clocked. The first updated on Sunday morning showed 33 pigeons had been officially recorded and as it happens no more made it back to the lofts during the rest of the day. At the Monday lunch time loft check a total of 35 Irish pigeons were back in the lofts and more should return over the next few days.

REGIONAL NOMINATIONS OF $2, $5 & $10 in this 5th Hot Spot Race resulted in 45 UK pigeons being entered and 141 nominations and was won by the following competitors:- Aspirate Ad Astra with Obi Lysistrata in 84th Open winning $38-25c, Obi Donough Thorhilde in 110th Open and $38-25c and then Obi Duilius in 599th winning $127-50c, all these three pigeons were bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge, Van Vaizeys won $25-50c with Tony’s Baby in 366th Open and was bred by Steven Vaizey from Portsmouth and then Waldron Lofts with Waldron Hopeful bred by Graham Watkinson from Skelmersdale wins $191-25c in 493rd Open. WELL DONE TO ALL CONCERNED. 

GLOBAL NOMINATIONS OF $1, $2, $5, $10, $20, $50 & $100 in this 5th Hot Spot Race once again attracted a tremendous amount of interest and actually showed a total of 514 pigeons being entered, with 2,028 nominations and this included 67 pigeons from the United Kingdom and a new record total of $22,582-80c being flown for and the United Kingdom winners were as follows:- Darren Peters from East Heckington wins a grand total of $2,941-00c with Fenlands 10, Aspirate Ad Astra wins $646-00c with Obi Lysistrata in 84th Open and also $646-00c with Obi Donough Thorhilde in 110th Open both being bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge. WELL DONE TO BOTH OF YOU. 

SUN CITY OVERALL GRAND AVERAGES WHICH OFFERS A 1st PRIZE OF $10,000, 2nd PRIZE OF $5,000 and a 3rd PRIZE OF $2,000 (these prizes can only be won by pigeons that were actually ACTIVATED prior to the 1st Hot Spot Race). Results after nineteen official races are currently standing as follows:- 1st Open is currently held by A Sikora – G Selter from Germany with their exceptional pigeon named Hetti that is now leading this classification by a clear 30 minutes and this great pigeon is still in the Knockout Competition. Four different countries are represented in the top 11 and 11 different countries in the top 27. This result in the 5th Hot Spot Race really has changed this classification on its head and now holding onto 1st UK, 13th Open goes to The NEW FOREST SYNDICATE with Forest Fern bred by Mr/Mrs. Derek Boyes from Holbury, 2nd UK, 45th Open for YEW TREE LOFTS with Yoda bred by George Pendleton from Ormskirk, 3rd UK, 105th Open for TEAM THOMAS with Kirwood Number 10 bred by Mike, Christine & Thomas Kirby from Asselby, 4th UK, 124th Open for HENRI  + SAKKIE with Piedy bred by Guy Barrtett O.B.E., from Horsforth, 5th UK, 125th Open for CHURCHILL LOFTS with Churchill Elizabeth bred by Dudley Brothers from Stoke-On-Trent, 6th UK, 127th Open for THE NUNEATON NUTTERS with Never Still bred by Ray Till from Rugeley, 7th UK, 146th Open for TUMLEY LOFTS with Tls Rupert bred by Derek Cook & Family from Beaworthy, 8th UK, 158th Open for GUY BARRETT O.B.E from Horsforth with Horsforth Boy, 9th UK, 162nd Open for ROGER SUTTON from Astbury with Astury Jean and 10th UK, 169th Open for MARCHANT – CHITTY BROTHERS with Brian’s Choice bred by Chitty Brothers from Kings Langley. Another 6 UK pigeons in the top 199 in this classification. Holding onto to 1st Ireland, 117th Open goes to LUCAS - KIRWIN – O’CONNOR with African Queen, 2nd Ireland, 281st Open for BROWN + LUCAS with Marie 2 and 3rd Ireland, 294th Open for PHILIP & MARK SMITH with Our Peggy.

ACTIVATION OF RESERVES:- If you have not already done this you only have until FRIDAY 16th JANUARY 2009 to get them “ACTIVATED” as after that date they will be offered for sale on the web site www.scmdpr.com to anybody that wants top pay the $1,000 entry fee. After this closing or deadline date, all the “UN-ACTIVATED” pigeons will be sold on a first come, first served basis and the successful purchases will then be entitled to win any of the Prize Money that is up for grabs in the Final Race, which actually is close to $1 Million Dollars, the original owner gets nothing. All you do is contact the Country Shipper who you sent your pigeons through and they will arrange to get your RESERVE/S “ACTIVATED” before the Final Race. However, if after “ACTIVATION” takes place this pigeon or pigeons get lost prior to the basketing of the Final Race and has won no Special Prize Money or Awards in the earlier races, then this money is credited in full to your ASI Account and you can either use it to purchase another Reserve Pigeon/s after the 5th Hot Spot Race has taken place and have this flying under your name or syndicate name in the Final Race, or leave the credit/s in your ASI Account to use in the future. SURELY IF A PIGEON WAS WORTH SENDING OUT TO SOUTH AFRICA FOR THIS GREAT INTERNATIONAL RACE, THEN SURELY IT MUST BE WORTH YOU PURCHASING? JUST CONSIDER THAT THESE ARE ALL STILL IN THE LOFTS WHEN 0,000 TOP CLASS PIGEONS HAVE ALREADY GONE MISSING. PLEASE DO NOT TAKE A CHANCE BY HAVING ONE OR MORE OF YOUR PIGEONS “NOT ACTIVATED”. IT REALLY IS NOT WORTH TAKING THE RISK OF MISSING OUT ON A MAJOR CASH PRIZE IN THE FINAL RACE. 

POLITE WARNING:- only two years ago an “UN-ACTIVATED” pigeon from the Netherlands actually won 1st Open and won nothing at all, with the $200,000 Prize Money going to the pigeon that actually came 2nd. PLEASE DO NOT LET THIS HAPPEN TO YOU.

FANCY A LITTLE GAMBLE:- If any fancier or person would like to have a gamble and purchase a pigeon or pigeons and have it/them flying under their name or syndicate name, then all they have to do is to call me on 01279-812005 and give me the name and country code number of the pigeon or pigeons they wish to purchase. I will then tell them the actual cost and how to arrange payment for their purchase/s. It should be mentioned that ever since this race started “UN-ACTICVATED” pigeons have won hundreds of thousands of US Dollars in Prize Money for people that have decided to have a small gamble and a bit of fun in the Final Race. If you are interested, then call me immediately and I will see what I can do for you. AN OLD SAYING THAT COMES TO MIND IS, IF YOU WANT TO WIN IT, FIRSTLY YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT!

After the 5th Hot Spot Race took place the pigeons will then had a few more short training tosses before being basketed for Training Race 17 which is the twentieth official race in this series which will now take place on Wednesday 14th January from around 80km (49 miles) with a total of 0,000 pigeons will be basketed, which should contain approximately 0,000 International and 000 South African pigeons, with around 000 from the United Kingdom and 00 from Ireland. 

The training and race programme will consist of daily training tosses (except Sundays) and a race every Saturday as follows, plus a few extra Wednesday races and one race now programmed for a Tuesday. The whole race programme will consist of 27 Training Races, which will include 5 x Hot Spot Races and of course the Final Race. Then we have Training Race 17 from 80km (approx. 50 miles) on Wednesday 14th January, with Training Race 18 from 140km (approx. 50 miles) on Saturday 17th January and then Training Race 19 will be from 80km (approx. 50 miles) on Wednesday 21st January with Training Race 20 from 140km (approx. 87 miles) on Saturday 24th January, with Training Race 21 from 80km (approx. 50 miles) to be held on Wednesday 28th January and then of course “THE FINAL RACE” on Saturday 31st January 2009 from 552km (343 miles). Of course the weather conditions will have to be right for all of these races to take place, if not they will be basketed and liberated on another day when the weather forecast is better and the Race Director’s decision will be final. The object of this great race from day one has always been to get as many pigeons to the “FINAL RACE” as possible and give all fanciers/competitors/entrants a fair chance in the “FINAL RACE”.

GOOD LUCK TO ALL CONCERNED AND REGULAR “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASES”, “NEWSLETTERS” AND “UPDATES” WILL BE SENT OUT TO ALL COMPETITORS/ENTRANTS AND SYNDICATE SHAREHOLDERS ON A WEEKLY BASIS OVER THE NEXT FEW MONTHS. ALSO WEEKLY “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASES” WILL BE SENT OUT TO OUR PIGEON PUBLICATIONS AND WILL ALSO BE ON OUR WEB SITE www.scmdpr.com FOR ALL TO VIEW.

***WHAT CAN BE WON DURING THIS 2008/9 RACE SERIES*** Prizes and awards that add up to a staggering US$1.6 Million American Dollars and these include 5 x Brand New Cars, 1 for each of the 5 Hot Spot Races, 50 x US$1,000 Hot Spot Cash Prizes, split into 10 x US$1,000 Cash Prizes for each of the 5 x Hot Spot Races, a US$5,000 Hot Spot Ace Pigeon Award for the best pigeon in these 5 races, 5 x US$5,000 Country Cash Prizes on the 5th Hot Spot Race, plus numerous other US$1,000 Cash Prizes, these prizes are for the first pigeon from each country in the result, the first five different countries take the US$5,000 prizes, then after that US$1,000 prizes. A Two Bird Average Competition and a US$2,000 Cash Prize in each of the 5 x Hot Spot Races, the Sun City Ace Pigeon Award and US$10,000 in Prize Money, split 1st US$5,000, 2nd US$3,000 and 3rd US$2,000, a US$5,000 Cash Prize for the pigeon with the best overall average in all the Training Races and Hot Spot Races, 50km or over. A Knockout Winner and US$25,000 Prize Money, which starts on the 2nd Hot Spot Race and the winner is the first one to be clocked in the “FINAL RACE” (over the past few years there has been around 30/40 pigeons still left in this competition).  Around US$160,000 (approx. £89,000) National Championship Cash Prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd Country in the “FINAL RACE”, the amount of prize money depends on how many pigeons are entered from each country but I can tell you that over US$300,000 (approx. £167,000) has been paid out in the last two years, which in itself makes it another nice little earner if you happen to strike lucky. Then in the “FINAL RACE” there are 10 magnificent gold pendants to be won and around US$900,000 American Dollars in Prize Money and 250 cash prizes being on offer. (ONLY “ACTIVATED” PIGEONS ARE ELIGIBLE TO COMPETE FOR ANY OF THESE SPECIAL CASH PRIZES OR AWARDS). PRIZE MONEY ALLOCATED TO THE 2009 “FINAL RACE” IS AS FOLLOWS:- 1st $200,000 (approx. £111,000), 2nd $120,000 (approx. £67,000), 3rd $75,000 (approx. £42,000), 4th $50,000 (approx. £28,000), 5th $25,000 (approx. £14,000), 6th $20,000 (approx. £11,000), 7th $15,000 (approx. £8,500), 8th $10,000 (approx. £5,500), 9th $9,000 (approx. £5,000), 10th $8,000 (approx. £4,500), 11th/15th $5,500 each (approx. £3,100), 16th/20th $4,500 each (approx. £2,500), 21st/30th $3,500 each (approx. £2,000), 31st/50th $2,500 each (approx. £1,400), 51st/75th $2,000 each (approx. £1,100), 76th/100th $1,500 each (approx. £830), 101st/150th $1,250 each (approx. £700), 151st/200th $1,000 each (approx. £555), 201st/250th $500 each (approx. £280). (Subject to terms and conditions of entry).

It is worth mentioning that three brand new cars have been won by fanciers representing the United Kingdom Team in the last three years, Richard Elliott and Chris Gordon both won new cars during the 2005/6 race series and Paul & Dave McCarthy won one a new car during the 2006/7 series. I am hopeful that somebody from the United Kingdom will also win one or maybe more during the 2008/9 series. It was also great to see John Nash representing Ireland also win a brand new car in the 4th Hot Spot Race in the 2008/9 race series. GOOD LUCK TO ALL COMPETITORS.

I would also just like to notify fanciers that my weekly “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASE”, “NEWSLETTERS” and “UPDATES” can now also be seen on the following pigeon web sites:- www.iprr.co.uk    www.elimarpigeons.com www.pigeonportal.com   www.pigeonglobe.co.uk   www.cyberpigeon.co.uk   www.pigeonbasics.com www.pigeonnetwork.com plus of course they will also be in the “”BRITISH HOMING WORLD” and “THE RACING PIGEON” for all to see.

The race date for the 14th SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR PIGEON RACE has already been agreed and this will once again take place in Sun City, South Africa on Saturday 30th January 2010. If you are interested in participating or acting a Country Race Team Shipper, then please contact me as soon as possible on 01279-812005 and I will give you all the information you require. I have just been notified that the organisers are bringing the first intake period forward by about two weeks, so this will now take place between 2nd May and the 24th May 2009.

If you are considering entering some of your top class pigeons either under your own name or a syndicate name into the 14th Sun City Million Dollar Pigeon Race, then all you currently need to do is call me on 01279-812005 and ask me to put you on my mailing list, I will then keep you up to date with everything you need to know about entering this fantastic international pigeon race.  

If you have any questions about any aspect of the SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR PIGEON RACE, then please feel free to contact me on 01279-812005 and I will do my best to answer any of your questions or queries. IT IS GOOD TO SEE THAT THE ORGANISERS HAVE ONCE AGAIN ADDED EXTRA PRIZE MONEY TO THE 14th SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR PIGEON RACE, THEY HAVE ADDED AN EXTRA 50 x $500 CASH PRIZES WHICH NOW MEANS 300 PRIZES IN THE FINAL RACE, RATHER THAN THE 250 FROM DAY ONE, PLUS THEY HAVE ALSO ADDED ANOTHER 50 x $1,000 HOT SPOT CASH PRIZES, WHICH NOW MEANS 20 x $1,000 HOT SPOT CASH PRIZES IN EACH OF THE 5 HOT SPOT RACES.

IF ANY PIGEON FANCIER IN THE UNITED KINGDOM WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE MY WEEKLY “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASES”, “NEWSLETTERS” AND “UPDATES” BY EMAIL, THEN ALL THEY HAVE TO DO IS EMAIL ME THEIR ACTUAL EMAIL ADDRESS AND I WILL FORWARD THEM ALL THE INFORMATION ABOUT THE 2008/9 RACE SERIES BY EMAIL ON A REGULAR BASIS. 

Why not join in the fun and be part of THE NATIONAL TEAM and “FLY THE FLAG FOR THE UNITED KINGDOM”. 

INFORMATION ON THE BREEDING OF SOME OF THE UK PIGEONS IN THE RACE. 

Firstly, I would like to apologise to anybody concerned if the information I have put in a couple my recent International Press Releases was not 100% correct. Scrapyard Stumpers from Stoke-on-Trent recently had a pigeon named Laura’s Bow that was stated was bred by Bob Bestwick from Leek in the result and it implied that they had actually bred the pigeon, however that was not true as this pigeon was actually bred by Geoff Kirkland from Leek. Then I mentioned that the pigeon named Ripon Reliable 2 that was bred for the Rippon Rippers (John & Peter Durkan from Parkway) by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge but I have now recently been informed that this pigeon was actually bred by Nev Proctor from Brown Edge, who actually bred a pigeon to come 8th in the Final Race a few years ago and won of the fabulous Gold Medals. My apologies also go to Mike Kirby from Asselby as I have been putting him down as Mark Kirby in previous reports, sorry mate. It takes me hours to compile my reports and as I am sure most of you know I always try to give the breeder of the winning pigeons the credit they duly deserve, however sometimes information is not given to me correctly or it is slightly misinterpreted or was just a mistake on my behalf. Once again I can only offer my sincere apologies to those concerned and wish them every success in the next few races in the 2008/9 race series. 

WORTHY OF A SPECIAL MENTION:- I personally feel that quite a few of the United Kingdom fanciers/competitors that shipped their pigeons through me way back in May 2008 are worthy of a special mention because all of the following entrants have not lost any of their entered pigeons up to the 5th Hot Spot Race, which is a remarkable achievement in itself when you consider that 2,117 have already bit the dust so far in the truly international race series with 29 different countries being represenmted. All the following fanciers entered 3 pigeons and still had all 3 left for basketing:- Tumley Lofts (J. E Cook & Family), Europa Auctions UK (Derek Nicholls & Nigel Balderston), Southern & McCrudden, Marshall & Son (Terry Marshall), Kevin Cahill, Bricket Wood Flyers (Ray Neale), The Nuneaton Nutter (John Porter), Alamanda Syndicate (John Turner), Goodview Lofts (Bill & Julie Buxton), Brown Brothers, Easy Company Syndicate (Damien Fleming), Villa’s Choice (R & J. Hardy), plus the following two entrants both entered 6 pigeons and still had all 6 basketed for the 5th Hot Spot Race and they were Max Wilkes & Son and then finally The Royal Lofts (Her Majesty The Queen) with pigeons bred by Carlo Napolitano who is the current Royal Lofts Manager. Not wishing to miss anybody out because I think everybody deserves a mention I also did a bit of research on entries that were shipped out with Pieter Oberholster and found that all the following listed fanciers/entrants entered 3 pigeons and still had all 3 left in the basketing list for the 5th Hot Spot Race and they were:- Kirkland & Adams, MFC Sponsor Team (Geoff Kirkland), John David & Fred Scholtz, Fred Proctor, Maurice Weir, J & L. Davison & Sons, Ripon Rippers (John & Peter Durkan) with 2 pigeons bred by Pieter Oberholster and 1 bred by Nev Proctor and then Clive Yates, MNFC Sponsor Team. Numerous other UK fanciers have only lost one pigeon, which is also a fantastic achievement. WELL DONE TO ALL OF YOU AND I HOPE THEY ALL GO ONTO COMPETE IN THE “FINAL RACE”.. 

My closing note this week is to wish everybody that entered pigeons in this great race a very Healthy and an extremely PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR and I hope that somebody from the United Kingdom or Ireland can win “$200,000 THE POT OF GOLD” in Sun City.

Paul Smith. 

United Kingdom Race Team Shipper for The 13th Sun City Million Dollar (The Greatest Pigeon Race In The World), which is due to be held in Sun City Resort, South Africa on Saturday 31st January 2009.

Regency Lofts Limited, “Five Pennies”, High Lane, Stansted Mountfitchet, Essex. CM24 8LQ. England. Telephone/Facsimile:- 01279-812005 (Int. Code:- +44-1279-812005).
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