    “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASE”

         REPORT 1st HOT SPOT RACE

                              &

                8th TRAINING RACE

                             in                                                                                                                        

   THE 13th SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR

 (THE RACE WITH THE PROVEN TRACK RECORD)
  (THE GREATEST PIGEON RACE IN THE WORLD)

WHICH IS DUE TO BE HELD IN SUN CITY, SOUTH AFRICA ON                      SATURDAY 31st JANUARY 2009.       

After numerous weeks of shorter training tosses to get the pigeons used to the surrounding area it was time for the eighth official race which was also the 1st HOT SPOT RACE and a total of 3,919 pigeons were basketed including 436 from the United Kingdom and 48 from Ireland. This total was made up by 3,121 International pigeons and 798 South African pigeons. These were all then liberated at 06-30 on Saturday 22nd November from 136km (approx. 85 miles), with little to no wind wind, in overcast conditions with a temperature of 23c (74f)  with rain due to start around 10-30 and a good steady race was anticipated by the Race Director and the Loft Manager. 

CONGRATULATIONS in this eighth official race for winning 1st Open went to Team Muehlenstrodt – Ferchen from Germany with pigeon named Slywalker which was clocked at 08-02-41 to record a velocity of 1608ypm (55mph), 2nd Open going to Club Worcester Posduif Klub from South Africa a further 14 seconds behind the winner, 3rd Open Team Frtiz from Germany, 4th Open for Team Ruhr – Goering from Germany, 5th Open for Team Goldener Grund from Germany, 6th Open for Yew Tree Lofts from the United Kingdom, 7th Open for Fredericks Lofts from the United Kingdom, 8th Open Team Germany from Germany, 9th Open EW Solomon from South Africa with 10th Open going to Kurt Noeres from Austria. The top 10 pigeons were all clocked with 55 seconds of the race winner and 4 different countries were represented in the top 10. The top 50 pigeons were all clocked within 87 seconds of the winner. As usual the first race result was issued bright and early on Saturday morning for all to see and it showed 2,396 pigeons clocked by 08-30 and this included 225 from the UK and 28 from Ireland. A further report showed 3,733 clocked by 12-53 which included 408 from the UK and 45 from Ireland. As usual pigeons continued to return throughout the day and by darkness a total of 3,813 had made it back to base camp, leaving 106 still adrift. By 17-59 on Sunday 3,867 pigeons had returned to the lofts leaving just 52 still adrift. By the loft check on Monday a total of 3,878 pigeons had returned, leaving only 41 still to return to the lofts, which in itself is a remarkable achievement.

A BRAND NEW MOTOR CAR for the 1st HOT SPOT RACE goes to the pigeon named SLYWALKER that won 1st OPEN and which was owned by TEAM MUEHLENSTRODT-FERCHEN from GERMANY. 

THE 10 x HOT SPOT $1,000 CASH PRIZES are all taken by pigeons in the top 12 but unfortunately the pigeons that won 6th Open from Yew Tree Lofts in the United Kingdom and 9th Open EW Solomon from South Africa were “NOT ACTIVATED” so were not eligible to win any of these cash prizes. Every year we get competitors that take a chance and do not “ACTIVATE” their reserve pigeons and this has cost them winning major cash prizes and even Brand New Motor Cars. Surely, if your pigeons are worth sending out to South Africa for this great race, then surely if they are still in the lofts prior to the 1st Hot Spot Race, they must be worth “ACTIVATING” because at the end of the day you have nothing to lose. If you have not yet “ACTIVATED YOUR RESERVE PIGEON OR PIGEONS” then I strongly suggest you call the person that shipped your pigeons and get them “ACTIVATED” before the 2nd HOT SPOT RACE that takes place on Saturday 29th November. CONGRATULATIONS to the ten fanciers that won one of these major cash prizes.

HOT SPOT 2-BIRD AVERAGE AND $2,000 CASH PRIZE went to Team Brandy from Germany with their two pigeons named Cruel Passion and Johnny Walker 2. Holding 1st UK, 21st Open went to Rippon Rippers with two pigeon named Ripon Banker and Ripon Witness both being bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge, 2nd UK, 25th Open for Moonstone Lofts with Moonstone Popster and Moonstone Slider both bred by D. Gruzelier from Ravenstone, 3rd UK, 41st Open for Sunny Lofts with Monarch and Ripspeed both being bred by Alistair Hogg from Winchburgh. It was good to see that another 7 UK Teams  were represented in the top 98. Holding onto 1st Ireland, 82nd Open goes to Cannon Lillis Lofts with pigeons named Jos - Kevin and Jackie, 2nd Ireland, 295th Open goes to Billy Wallace with Denise and Helen 2 and 3rd Ireland, 372nd Open goes to Lucas - Kirwin – O’Connor with African Queen and Mannix.  

CONGRATULATIONS for winning 1st UK, 6th Open went to Yew Tree Lofts with pigeon named Yoda was clocked at 08-03-17 and which was bred by George Pendleton from Ormskirk, whose pigeons have also been flying well since this current race series started, 2nd UK, 7th Open for Fredericks Lofts with a pigeon bred by Fred Robins from Chichester, great to see him up there once again as he has supported this race for numerous years, 3rd UK, 50th Open for the Paul Smith Syndicate, which is administered by Paul Smith of Stansted Mountfitchet and with a pigeon bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon, 4th UK, 68th Open for The Nuneaton Nutters with a pigeon bred by Mr. Lennon from the West Midlands, this is another pigeon that has been flying well, 5th UK, 69th Open for Witto – Porter and bred by Dave Whitefield from Dorcheter, 6th UK, 75th Open another for the Paul Smith Syndicate and once again the pigeon was bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon, 7th UK, 79th Open for Roger Sutton from Astbury, 8th UK, 95th Open for Southern & McCrudden from Skelmersdale with their exceptionally pigeon named Misty Blue that has been up in the results numerous times already in this race series and is currently 1st UK, 7th Open in the Sun City Overall Averages, 9th UK, 116th Open for Darren Peters from East Heckington whose pigeons have also been flying very well in this race series, 10th UK, 124th Open goes to Peter Reeves from Winchester, 11th UK, 127th Open for Team Thomas with a pigeon bred by Mark, Chistine & Thomas Kirby from Asselby, their pigeons have also been flying great and they have already won 2 x 1st UK in this race series, 12th UK, 139th Open for Brown Brothers from Gloucester with another pigeon that has scored a few times so far, 13th Uk, 140th Open for The New Forest Syndicate and bred by Mr/Mrs. Derek Boyes from Holbury who has been a staunch support of this race for many years and achieved some great results in the Final Race in past years, 14th UK, 145th Open for Sunny Lofts with a pigeon bred by Alistair Hogg from Winchburgh with 15th UK, 148th Open the third arrival for the Paul Smith Syndicate with another bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon. Another 4 UK pigeons in the top 190 and a total of 50 UK pigeons being clocked again in the top 512 pigeons in the open result, making it another superb race for the UK Team. A total of 421 UK pigeons were clocked on the day, leaving 15 to return. By 17-59 on Sunday 428 UK pigeons had returned to base, leaving just 8 still to make it. At the Monday loft check 430 had finally made it leaving only 6 adrift, making it a good overall result for the UK Team.

REGIONAL NOMINATIONS OF $2, $5 & $10 for the UK in this 1st Hot Spot Race resulted in only 17 pigeons being entered and was won by the following competitors:- Moonstone Lofts won $25.50c with their pigeon named Monstone Popster in 153rd Open bred by D. Gruzelier from Ravenstone, Van Vaizeys won $67.15c with their pigeon named Foster in 239th Open bred by Bomber Mellis & Son and then Aspiate Ad Astra won $17 with pigeon named Obi Ludovico in 2,724th Open and bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge. It should now be mentioned that as from the 2nd Hot Spot Race a $1 nomination will also be added.
GLOBAL NOMINATIONS OF $1, $2, $5, $10, $20, $50 & $100 in this 1st Hot Spot Race attracted a lot of interest and really did well and actually showed 440 pigeons being entered and this included 40 from the United Kingdom and this resulted in a total of $11,390.90c being flown for and unfortunately none of this money was won by UK pigeons. The last lot of money went to the pigeon that took 62nd position in this race.

CONGRATULATIONS for taking 1st & 2nd Ireland, 74th & 137th Open went to the very consistent Lucas Lofts with their pigeons named Rocket Ron and Junior O that has both been flying well from the start, in the last race Rocket Ron also won 1st Ireland, 17th Open, 3rd Ireland, 227th Open for Neill O’Brian, 4th Ireland, 310th Open for Lucas – Kirwin – O’Connor, 5th Ireland, 422nd Open to Patsy Ryan and 6th Ireland, 444th Open to The Green Team. A total of 45 Irish pigeons were clocked on the day, leaving just 3 to return. By 17-59 on Sunday a total of 46 Irish pigeons had made it leaving just 2 to return to the lofts.

SUN CITY OVERALL GRAND AVERAGES results after six official races have been flown are as follows:- 1st Open goes to Hok M Reijnen from Netherlands with pigeon named He Not Shy which is now leading this classification by just 66 seconds. It is interesting to see that 5 different countries are represented in the top 10 and only 8.50 seconds separates them. Holding onto 1st UK for the third race running, 7th Open is Southern & McCrudden from Skelmersdale with their great little pigeon named Misty Blue, 2nd UK, 40th Open goes to Brown Brothers from Gloucester with Turbo, 3rd UK, 61st Open to The Nuneaton Nutters with their pigeon named April which was bred by Mr. Lennon from the West Midlands, 4th UK, 62nd Open for Robbie Prettejohn + Jesse James with Miss Jesse James bred by Robbie/Jan Prettejohn from Plymouth, 5th UK, 67th Open goes to Juergen & Caroline Joesch from Hailsham with Goodwood, 6th UK, 69th Open goes to the Paul Smith Syndicate with African Rebel bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon, 6th UK, 93rd Open goes to Darren Peters from East Heckington with Fenlands 14, 7th UK, 108th Open Moonstone Lofts with Moonstone Popster bred by D. Gruzelier from Ravenstone, 8th UK, 132nd Open for Van Vaizeys from Portsmouth with Golden Husk bred by Bomber Mellis & Son, 9th UK, 146th Open for Shropshire Lads with Telford Journal and bred by John Preece from Telford, 10th UK, 178th Open another for the Paul Smith Syndicate with African Lass bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon. Then 1st Ireland for the fourth race running, 23rd Open goes Lucas Lofts with their pigeon named Junior O, 2nd Ireland, 254th Open for The Green Team with Riley and then 3rd Ireland, 206th Open for Cannon Lillis Lofts with Jos-Kevin.      

THE KNOCKOUT COMPETITION starts on the 2nd Hot Spot Race on Saturday 29th November and I can now confirm that 2,697 pigeons have been entered and this total is made up from 2,243 International and 454 South African pigeons and within these numbers are also 335 from the United Kingdom and 39 from Ireland. This classification has five rounds (Hot Spot Races 2, 3, 4 & 5 and the Final Race) but only PIGEONS THAT ARE ACTIVATED AND PAID FOR BEFORE TO THE 1st HOT SPOT RACE which took place on Saturday 22nd November are eligible to compete for the $25,000 (approx. £17,250) 1st Prize. This is just another reason to have all your pigeons ACTIVATED before the 1st Hot Spot Race took place. Should any Hot Spot Race be cancelled one of the Training Races prior to the Final Race will be used to calculate the next round’s pigeons. Pigeons that are knocked out of this competition will still compete in all the other competitions that take place in the run up to the Final Race. KNOCKOUT ROUND 1 takes place on the 2nd Hot Spot Race on Saturday 29th November when 1,753 (65%) of the entered pigeons returning from that race will move into the next round. KNOCKOUT ROUND 2 will take place on the 3rd Hot Spot Race on Saturday 13th December when 964 (55%) of the entered pigeons returning from that race will move forward into the next round. KNOCKOUT ROUND 3 takes place on the 4th Hot Spot Race on Monday 29th December when 337 (35%) of the entered pigeons returning from that race will move forward into the next round. KNOCKOUT ROUND 4 takes place on the 5th Hot Spot Race on Saturday 10th January when only 67 (20%) of the returning pigeons from that race will move forward into the next round. The KNOCKOUT FINAL ROUND will take place in the SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR FINAL RACE on Saturday 31st January 2009 from 552km (approx. 343 miles), with the first of the remaining KNOCKOUT PIGEONS that is clocked will walk away with “THE POT OF GOLD” and the $25,000 (approx. £17,250) 1st Prize.

GOOD LUCK TO EVERYBODY THAT HAS PIGEONS ENTERED IN THIS INTERESTING COMPETITION.

Training Race 8 took place on Wednesday 26th November from 79km (49 miles) and a total of 3,882 pigeons were basketed, which included 3,090 International and 792 South African entries with 428 UK and 47 Irish pigeons in this convoy. They were all liberated at 06-45 with hot and clear conditions, little to no wind and a temperature of 27c (81f) and a good race was anticipated.

CONGRATULATIONS for 1st Open goes to K. Trautmann from Germany with pigeon named Robben that was clocked at 07-40-10 to record a velocity of 1568ypm (53mph), 2nd Open Coenie Hattingh and Koos from South Africa, 3rd Open Manfred Tihen from Germany, 4th Open Filip Norman from Belgium, 5th Open Charles Scerri Lofts Malta from Malta, 6th Open Martins Three from Australia, 7th Open Evaid Nielsen from Denmark, 8th Open Team Schmetz from Germany, 9th Open Willie Nel from South Africa with 10th Open going to Stanescu + Dobre from Romania. A great International race with no fewer than 7 different countries being clocked in the top 10 and only split by 8.25 seconds with 30.40 seconds between 1st and 50th. By 08-33 a total of 3,460 pigeons had been officially recorded and this included 375 from the UK and 42 from Ireland. The later update showed 3,811 pigeons home by 10-15. By nightfall a total of 3,919 had returned to base camp.

CONGRATULATIONS for taking 1st UK, 29th Open went to Joesch – Burger – Rossouw with pigeon named Newmarket and bred by Jurgen & Caroline Joesch from Hailsham clocked only 19 seconds after the race winner, 2nd UK, 32nd Open went to Turnpike Lofts from Newbury with a pigeon bred for them by Dave & Paul McCarthy from Wallasey, 3rd UK, 40th Open for Moonstone Lofts and bred by D. Gruzelier from Ravenstone, 4th UK, 46th Open for Freelands Chinese Fortune and bred by Mr/Mrs Bill and Beryl Lewis from Kempsey, 5th UK, 56th Open the Wallasey Superstars Syndicate, administered by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet and pigeon bred by Dave & Paul McCarthy from Wallasey,

6th UK, 64th Open another for Moonstone Lofts, pigeon bred by D. Gruzelier from Ravenstone, 7th UK, 71st Open for the Paul Smith Syndicate, administer by Paul Smith and pigeon being bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon, 8th UK, 87th Open for Brown Brothers from Gloucester with a pigeon that is flying very well, 9th UK, 90th Open for Yew Tree Lofts with a pigeon being bred by George Pendleton from Ormskirk, 10th UK, 95th Open The Royal Lofts (Her Majesty The Queen) and bred by Carlo Napolitano who is the Loft Manager who entered 6 pigeons and currently still has all 6 in the lofts, 11th UK, 97th Open for Max Wilkes & Son from Solihull who also still has 6 out 6 in the lofts, 12th UK, 122nd Open for Aspirate Ad Astra and bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge, 13th UK, 127th Open another for Max Wilkes & Son from Solihull, 14th UK, 142nd Open for Foxgrove Lofts and bred by Fred Hall from Worthing and 15th UK, 145th Open another for Yew Tree Lofts and bred again by George Pendleton from Ormskirk. Another 6 UK pigeons in the top 200 and a total of 50 in the top 447 in this result, making it another outstanding team performance. By 08-33 a total on 375 UK pigeons had been officially clocked. At a later update it showed 422 UK pigeons home by nightfall.

CONGRATULATIONS for taking 1st Ireland, 47th Open went to Lucas Lofts with their outstanding pigeon named Junior O which has now won a 1st, 2 x 2nds, 3rd and 2 x 6th in the Irish Team so far and also holding onto 1st Ireland in the Sun City Overall Averages for the 5th race running, 2nd Ireland, 54th Open for The Green Team, 3rd Ireland, 138th Open for Cannon Lillis Lofts, 4th Ireland, 170th Open for Gerry McCourt who acts as the Irish Shipper, 5th Ireland, 344th Open for Cooley Brothers and 6th Ireland, 471st Open for Luigi Forte. 42 Irish pigeons had been clocked by 08-33. At a later update it showed 46 Irish pigeons home by nightfall.

SUN CITY OVERALL AVERAGES after seven official races are currently standing as follows:- 1st Open is currently held by Hok M Reijnen from Netherlands with pigeon named He Not Shy leads by only 35 seconds. Five different countries are represented in the top 10. Holding onto 1st UK for the fourth race running, 7th Open is Southern & McCrudden from Skelmersdale with Misty Blue, 2nd UK, 26th Open is Brown Brothers from Gloucester with Turbo, 3rd UK, 49th Open for the Paul Smith Syndicate with African Rebel bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon, 4th UK, 50th Open for Robbie Prettejohn + Jesse James with Miss Jesse James bred by Robbie/Jan Prettejohn from Plymouth, 5th UK, 52nd Open for Juergen & Caroline Joesch from Hailsham with Goodwood, 6th UK, 66th Open for The Nuneaton Nutters with a pigeon named April and bred by Mr. Lennon, West Midlands, 7th UK, 72nd Open for Moonstone Lofts with Moonstone Popster bred by D. Gruzelier from Ravenstone, 8th UK, 125th Open for Darren Peters fro East Heckington with Fenlands 14, 9th UK, 137th Open another for the Paul Smith Syndicate with African Wizard bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon and 10th UK, 149th Open for Van Vaizeys with Ovett bred by Mr. Webb & Son from Hampshire. Another 5 UK pigeons in the top 196 in this classification. Then holding on to 1st Ireland for the fifth race running, 15th Open for Lucas Lofts with their great pigeon Junior O, 2nd Ireland, 114th Open for The Green Team with Riley and then 3rd Ireland, 166th Open for Cooley Brothers with Popeye The Boy.

ACTIVATION OF RESERVES:- If you have not already done this you can now do it at any time. All you do is contact the Country Shipper who you sent your pigeons through and they will arrange to get your Reserve/s “ACTIVATED” before the next race. The fee for “ACTIVATION” is $1,000 per pigeon. However, if after “ACTIVATION” takes place this pigeon or pigeons get lost prior to the basketing of the Final Race and has won no Special Prize Money or Awards in the earlier races, then this money is credited in full to your ASI Account and you can either use it to purchase another Reserve Pigeon/s after the 5th Hot Spot Race and have this flying under your name in the Final Race, or leave the credit/s in your ASI Account to use in the future. PLEASE DO NOT TAKE A CHANCE BY HAVING ONE OR MORE OF YOUR PIGEONS “NOT ACTIVATED”, IT REALLY IS NOT WORTH TAKING THE RISK OF MISSING OUT ON A MAJOR CASH PRIZE OR A BRAND NEW MOTOR CAR.

SYNDICATE SHARES:- I STILL HAVE A FEW SHARES AVAILABLE IN THE THREE SYNDICATES I AM ADMINISTERING FOR THIS 2009 SCMDPR. IF YOU ARE GENUINELY INTERESTED IN JOINING IN THE FUN IN THE SUN AND BEING PART OF THIS GREAT INTERNATIONAL PIGEON RACE, THEN PLEASE CALL ME IMMEDIATELY ON 01279-812005 FOR MORE INFORMATION. ALL THE SIXTY-ONE (61) PIGEONS STILL IN THE LOFTS PRIOR TO THE 1st HOT SPOT RACE WILL HAVE FLOWN ALL THE TRAINING TOSSES AND 5 SATURDAY RACES AND THE 2 WEDNESDAY RACES BEFORE WE ACTIVATE ALL OUR REMAINING RESERVE PIGEONS SO THAT THEY ARE ALL ELIGIBLE TO COMPETE FOR ANY OF THE 5 NEW CARS, CASH PRIZES, HOT SPOT CASH PRIZES, TWO BIRD AVERAGE HOT SPOT CASH PRIZES, KNOCKOUT PRIZE, INTERNATIONAL COUNTRY CHALLENGE CASH PRIZES, $17,000 SPLIT INTO 1st, 2nd & 3rd NATIONAL CASH PRIZES AND ANY OTHER PRIZES THAT MIGHT BE ADDED AFTER THE 1st HOT SPOT RACE, PLUS OF COURSE CLOSE ON $1 MILLION DOLLARS THAT WILL BE WON IN THE FINAL RACE FROM 343 MILES ON 31st JANUARY 2009. SIXTY (60) OF THESE PIGEONS WERE CLOCKED IN THE 1st HOT SPOT RACE FROM 85 MILES.
After Training Race 8 took place the pigeons then had two more short training tosses on Thursday and Friday before being basketed for the 2nd Hot Spot Race which takes place on Saturday 29th  November from around 200km (approx. 125 miles) with a total of 3,883 pigeons being basketed, which contained 3,095 International and 788 South African pigeons, with 429 from the United Kingdom and 47 from Ireland. GOOD LUCK TO ALL COMPETITORS.

The training and race programme will consist of daily training tosses (except Sundays) and a race every Saturday as follows, plus a few extra Wednesday races and one race programmed for a Monday. The whole race programme will consist of 27 Training Races, which will include 5 x Hot Spot Races and of course the Final Race. The next race will be the 2nd Hot Spot Race on the 29th November from 200 km (approx. 125 miles), followed by Training Race 9 from 80km (approx. 50 miles) on Wednesday 3rd December. Training Race 10 from 140km (approx. 87 miles) takes place on Saturday 6th December, followed by Training Race 11 from 80km (approx. 50 miles) on Wednesday 10th December. Then the 3rd Hot Spot Race from 300km (approx. 187 miles) on the 13th December, followed by Training Race 12 from 80km (approx 50 miles). Then Training Race 13 from 140km (approx. 87 miles) on Saturday 20th December with Training Race 14 from 80km (approx. 50 miles) due to be held on Christmas Eve, Wednesday 24th December. No training on Christmas Day and Boxing Day then on to the 4th Hot Spot Race from 350km (approx. miles) on Monday 29th December 2008. Then we move into 2009 and have Training Race 15 from 140km (approx 87 miles) on Saturday 3rd January followed by Training Race 16 from 80km (approx. 50 miles) on Wednesday 7th January. We then have the 5th Hot Spot Race from 400km (approx. 249 miles) on Saturday 10th January with Training Race 16 from 80km (approx. 50 miles) on Wednesday 14th January, with Training Race 17 from 80km (approx. 50 miles) on Wednesday 14th January and then Training Race 18 from 140km (approx. 87 miles) on Saturday 17th January. Training Race 19 will be from 80km (approx. 50 miles) on Wednesday 21st January with Training Race 20 from 140km (approx. 87 miles) on Saturday 24th January, with Training Race 21 from 80km (approx. 50 miles) to be held on Wednesday 28th January and then of course “THE FINAL RACE” on Saturday 31st January 2009 from 552km (343 miles). Of course the weather conditions will have to be right for all of these races to take place, if not they will be basketed and liberated on another day when the weather forecast is better and the Race Director’s decision will be final. The object of this great race from day one has always been to get as many pigeons to the “FINAL RACE” as possible and give all fanciers/competitors/entrants a fair chance in the “FINAL RACE”.

GOOD LUCK TO ALL CONCERNED AND REGULAR “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASES”, “NEWSLETTERS” AND “UPDATES” WILL BE SENT OUT TO ALL COMPETITORS/ENTRANTS AND SYNDICATE SHAREHOLDERS ON A WEEKLY BASIS OVER THE NEXT FEW MONTHS. ALSO WEEKLY “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASES” WILL BE SENT OUT TO OUR PIGEON PUBLICATIONS AND WILL ALSO BE ON OUR WEB SITE www.scmdpr.com FOR ALL TO VIEW.

***WHAT CAN BE WON DURING THIS 2008/9 RACE SERIES*** Prizes and awards that add up to a staggering US$1.6 Million American Dollars and these include 5 x Brand New Cars, 1 for each of the 5 Hot Spot Races, 50 x US$1,000 Hot Spot Cash Prizes, split into 10 x US$1,000 Cash Prizes for each of the 5 x Hot Spot Races, a US$5,000 Hot Spot Ace Pigeon Award for the best pigeon in these 5 races, 5 x US$5,000 Country Cash Prizes on the 5th Hot Spot Race, plus numerous other US$1,000 Cash Prizes, these prizes are for the first pigeon from each country in the result, the first five different countries take the US$5,000 prizes, then after that US$1,000 prizes. A Two Bird Average Competition and a US$2,000 Cash Prize in each of the 5 x Hot Spot Races, the Sun City Ace Pigeon Award and US$10,000 in Prize Money, split 1st US$5,000, 2nd US$3,000 and 3rd US$2,000, a US$5,000 Cash Prize for the pigeon with the best overall average in all the Training Races and Hot Spot Races, 50km or over. A Knockout Winner and US$25,000 Prize Money, which starts on the 2nd Hot Spot Race and the winner is the first one to be clocked in the “FINAL RACE” (over the past few years there has been around 30/40 pigeons still left in this competition).  Around US$160,000 (approx. £89,000) National Championship Cash Prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd Country in the “FINAL RACE”, the amount of prize money depends on how many pigeons are entered from each country but I can tell you that over US$300,000 (approx. £167,000) has been paid out in the last two years, which in itself makes it another nice little earner if you happen to strike lucky. Then in the “FINAL RACE” there are 10 magnificent gold pendants to be won and around US$900,000 American Dollars in Prize Money and 250 cash prizes being on offer. (ONLY “ACTIVATED” PIGEONS ARE ELIGIBLE TO COMPETE FOR ANY OF THESE SPECIAL CASH PRIZES OR AWARDS). PRIZE MONEY ALLOCATED TO THE 2009 “FINAL RACE” IS AS FOLLOWS:- 1st $200,000 (approx. £111,000), 2nd $120,000 (approx. £67,000), 3rd $75,000 (approx. £42,000), 4th $50,000 (approx. £28,000), 5th $25,000 (approx. £14,000), 6th $20,000 (approx. £11,000), 7th $15,000 (approx. £8,500), 8th $10,000 (approx. £5,500), 9th $9,000 (approx. £5,000), 10th $8,000 (approx. £4,500), 11th/15th $5,500 each (approx. £3,100), 16th/20th $4,500 each (approx. £2,500), 21st/30th $3,500 each (approx. £2,000), 31st/50th $2,500 each (approx. £1,400), 51st/75th $2,000 each (approx. £1,100), 76th/100th $1,500 each (approx. £830), 101st/150th $1,250 each (approx. £700), 151st/200th $1,000 each (approx. £555), 201st/250th $500 each (approx. £280). (Subject to terms and conditions of entry).

It is worth mentioning that three brand new cars have been won by fanciers representing the United Kingdom Team in the last three years, Richard Elliott and Chris Gordon both won new cars during the 2005/6 race series and Paul & Dave McCarthy won one a new car during the 2006/7 series. I am hopeful that somebody from the United Kingdom will also win one or maybe more during the 2008/9 series. GOOD LUCK TO ALL COMPETITORS.

I would also just like to notify fanciers that my weekly “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASE”, “NEWSLETTERS” and “UPDATES” can now also be seen on the following pigeon web sites:- www.iprr.co.uk    www.elimarpigeons.com www.pigeonportal.com   www.pigeonglobe.co.uk   www.cyberpigeon.co.uk   www.pigeonbasics.com plus of course they will also be in the “”BRITISH HOMING WORLD” and “THE RACING PIGEON” for all to see.

The race date for the 14th SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR PIGEON RACE has already been agreed and this will once again take place in Sun City, South Africa on Saturday 30th January 2010. If you are interested in participating or acting a Country Race Team Shipper, then please contact me as soon as possible on 01279-812005 and I will give you all the information you require. I have just been notified that the organisers are bringing the first intake period forward by about two weeks, so this will now take place between 2nd May and the 24th May 2009. 

If you have any questions about any aspect of the SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR PIGEON RACE, then please contact me on 01279-812005 and I will do my best to answer any of your questions or queries.

IF ANY PIGEON FANCIER IN THE UNITED KINGDOM WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE MY WEEKLY “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASES”, “NEWSLETTERS” AND “UPDATES” BY EMAIL, THEN ALL THEY HAVE TO DO IS EMAIL ME THEIR ACTUAL EMAIL ADDRESS AND I WILL FORWARD THEM ALL THE INFORMATION BY EMAIL ON A REGULAR BASIS. 

Why not join in the fun and be part of THE NATIONAL TEAM and “FLY THE FLAG FOR THE UNITED KINGDOM”?

Paul Smith. 

United Kingdom Race Team Shipper for The 13th Sun City Million Dollar (The Greatest Pigeon Race In The World), which is due to be held in Sun City Resort, South Africa on Saturday 31st January 2009.

Regency Lofts Limited, “Five Pennies”, High Lane, Stansted Mountfitchet, Essex. CM24 8LQ. England. Telephone/Facsimile:- 01279-812005 (Int. Code:- +44-1279-812005).

Mobile:- 07860-568216. Email:- reglofts@aol.com SCMDPR Web Site:- www.scmdpr.com 

