    “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASE”

         REPORT 2nd HOT SPOT RACE

                              &

                9th TRAINING RACE

                             in                                                                                                                        

   THE 13th SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR

 (THE RACE WITH THE PROVEN TRACK RECORD)
  (THE GREATEST PIGEON RACE IN THE WORLD)

WHICH IS DUE TO BE HELD IN SUN CITY, SOUTH AFRICA ON                      SATURDAY 31st JANUARY 2009.       

After numerous weeks of shorter training tosses to get the pigeons used to the surrounding area it was time for the tenth official race which was also the 2nd HOT SPOT RACE and a total of 3,883 pigeons were basketed including 429 from the United Kingdom and 47 from Ireland. This total was made up by 3,095 International pigeons and 788 South African pigeons. These were all then liberated at 06-00 on Saturday 22nd November from 193km (approx. 120 miles), with little to no wind, in overcast conditions and clearing with a temperature of 26c (79f) and a fairly fast race was anticipated by the Race Director and the Loft Manager. It was interesting to see that 299 more pigeons went to this race compared with the same race in the 2007/8 race series.

CONGRATULATIONS in this eighth official race for winning 1st Open went to Hok M Reijnen from Netherlands with pigeon named Majesty which was clocked at 08-27-49 to record a velocity of 1427ypm (49mph), 2nd Open went to Franziska Zetze from Germany, 3rd Open to JSO King Syndicate from South Africa, 4th Open Team Ribbers – Von Oy from Germany, 5th Open for Team Brandy from Germany, 6th Open JSO King Syndicate from South Africa, a great result to get 2 pigeons in the top 6, 7th Open for Chris Smith from South Africa, 8th Open for Ahmed Cachalia from Germany, 9th Open for Eugen Schnarr from Germany and 10th Open for Gino Clicque from Belgium. The top ten pigeons were clocked within 16.90 seconds of the winner and 4 different countries had pigeons in the top 10. Only 59.10 seconds between 1st and 50th Open, so it just goes to show how important quick trapping is. The first update on the web site showed 3,180 pigeons clocked by 09.10.

Another update showed 3,595 by 10.06 and then another showed 3,636 by 11.06. A total of 3,775 had made it back to base camp by 19.11, leaving just 108 to return. By Sunday evening 3,812 pigeons had returned, leaving just 71 to make it home. At the Monday loft check 3,829 pigeons were accounted for leaving 54 pigeons missing from this race. 

A BRAND NEW MOTOR CAR for the 2nd HOT SPOT RACE goes to the pigeon named Majesty that won 1st OPEN and which was owned by Hok M. Reijnen from Netherlands.  

THE 10 x HOT SPOT $1,000 CASH PRIZES were all taken by pigeons in the top 16 pigeons in the result, which showed that in fact 6 pigeons were actually “NOT ACTIVATED” and so were not eligible to win a $1,000 cash prize, they actually won 2nd, 4th, 6th, 8th, 10th & 13th positions and 3 of these belonged to German fanciers, 2 to South African fanciers and 1 to a Belgium fancier. All the other fanciers mentioned above in the top 10 in the overall result won $1,000 each with Edgar peter from Germany in 11th, Olteanu Cosmin from Romania in 12th, Helmut & Alfons Klaus from Germany in 13th, Herbot Farm – A Kader from Belgium in 15th and Peeters – Huybregts from Netherlands in 16th all then won $1,000 cash prizes. THIS JUST SHOWS ONCE AGAIN, THAT IS NOT WORTH “NOT ACTIVATING” YOUR RESERVE PIGEONS. THIS IS NOW 8 TIMES THIS HAS HAPPENED IN THE FIRST TWO HOT SPOT RACE IN THIS 2008/9 RACE SERIES.   

HOT SPOT 2-BIRD AVERAGES AND A $2,000 CASH PRIZE goes to 1st Open Team Brandy from Germany with pigeons named Johnny Walker 2  and Homegirl. The top 10 were represented by 4 x German, 3 x United Kingdom, 1 x Netherlands, 1 x Australian and 1 x South African fanciers. Holding 1st UK, 3rd Open was Aspirate Ad Astra with Obi Dalidor & Obi Barysko bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge, 2nd UK, 7th Open went to Darren Peters from East Heckington with Fenlands 10 & Fenlands 12, 3rd UK, 9th Open went to Syndicate Lofts UK with Syndicate Rock Star & Syndicate Voodoo and then 4th UK, 46th Open went to The Nuneaton Nutters with Alfie & Camarron both bred by John Porter from Liverpool. Holding 1st Ireland, 32nd Open goes to Cannon Lillis Lofts with Dora & Our Only Hope both bred by Jos Reilly.

HOT SPOT ACE PIGEON AVERAGE WHICH OFFERS A $5,000 CASH PRIZE AFTER 5 RACES is currently standing as follows after two races:- 1st Open Team Goldener Grund from Germany with Last Gasp and is leading the overall standing by only 10 seconds. A total of 3 countries have pigeons in the top 10. Holding 1st UK, 19th Open is Syndicate Lofts UK with Syndicate Devil Woman bred by Peter Fox from Bangor, 2nd UK, 54th Open for Darren Peters from East Heckington with Fenlands 16, 3rd UK, 56th Open for Sunny Lofts with Monarch bred by Alistair Hogg from Winchburg, 4th UK, 60th Open for Juergen & Caroline Joesch from Hailsham with Goodwood, 5th UK, 71st Open for the Paul Smith Syndicate with African Star bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon and 5th UK, 77th Pen for the Rippon Rippers with Ripon Witness bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge. A further 8 x UK pigeons are represented in the top 200. Holding onto 1st Ireland, 90th Open goes to Neill O’Brian with his pigeon named Try Me.
CONGRATULATIONS for winning 1st UK, 24th Open for Dave & Paul McCarthy from Wallasey with pigeon named Wallasey Belle which was clocked at 08-28-22 only 32.75 seconds behind the rave winner, this partnership always fly a good pigeon in this race and have also won a Brand New Motor Car during the 2006/7 race series, 2nd UK, 27th Open went to Peter Reeves from Winchester, 3rd UK, 28th Open for Joesch – Burger – Rossouw with a pigeon bred by Jurgen & Caroline Josch from Hailsham, 4th UK, 38th Open for Aspirate Ad Astra with a pigeon bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge, 5th UK, 57th Open for Syndicate Lofts UK with a pigeon bred by Peter Fox from Bangor, 6th UK, 69th Open for F & J. Halstead from Kington Magna, 7th UK, 71st Open for Roger Sutton from Astbury,

8th UK, 83rd Open another for Syndicate Lofts UK being bred by Peter Fox from Bangor, 9th UK, 91st Open for Darren Peters from East Heckington, 10th UK, 95th Open for Guy Barrett OBE from Horsforth, 11th UK, 101st Open for Juergen & Caroline Joesch from Hailsham, 12th UK, 104th Open for Wilkes & Partner from Solihull, 13th UK, 132nd Open for IPRR-BICC Syndicate with a pigeon bred by Darren McFadden from Cranleigh, 14th UK, 139th Open another for Aspirate Ad Astra with another pigeon bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge and 15th UK, 147th Open for The Nuneaton Nutters with a pigeon bred by Brian Leadbeater from Rugeley. Another 8 UK pigeons clocked in the top 194 and 50 UK pigeons were clocked in the top 502 in the result, making it another outstanding team result. A total of 384 UK pigeons were clocked by 09.37 and then the next update showed 391 recorded by 10.06. Later update showed 397 clocked by 11.06. Final update on the day showed 408 UK pigeons had made it back by 19.11 and by Sunday evening a total of 416 UK pigeons were in the lofts. At the Monday loft check 422 UK pigeons were accounted for.

REGIONAL NOMINATIONS OF $2, $5 & $10 for the UK in this 2nd Hot Spot Race resulted in only 22 pigeons being entered and was won by the following competitors:- Van Vaizeys won $38.25c with Bramble 2 and bred by Steven Vaizey from Portsmouth and then Aspirate Ad Astra won $32.30c with Obi Luana and $42.50c with Obi Donough Thornhilde both being bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge. 
GLOBAL NOMINATIONS OF $1, $2, $5, $10, $20, $50 & $100 in this 2nd Hot Spot Race attracted a lot of interest and really did well and actually showed 462 pigeons being entered and this included 47 from the United Kingdom and this resulted in a total of $12,311.40c being flown for and United Kingdom fanciers won the following:- Dave & Paul McCarthy from Wallasey win $646 with Wallasey Belle and Aspirate Ad Astra won $646 with Obi Dalibor and bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge. Nominations were all taken by 69th position. 

CONGRATULATIONS for taking 1st Ireland, 127th Open for Nashers Team with pigeon named Annette which was clocked at 08-30-23, 2nd, 3rd & 4th Ireland, 196th, 353rd & 358th Open went to Cannon Lillis Lofts, a great performance and all bred by Jos Reilly, 5th Ireland, 386th Open went to Neill O’Brian and the 6th & 7th Ireland, 657th & 775th Open for Lucas Lofts with their two good pigeons. 41 Irish pigeons were clocked by 09.47 and 46 by 10.06 and then still 46 by 19.11. No more returns were reported.

SUN CITY OVERALL GRAND AVERAGES WHICH OFFERS A 1st PRIZE OF $10,000,

2nd PRIZE OF $5,000 and a 3rd PRIZE OF $2,000 (these prizes can only be won by pigeons that were actually ACTIVATED prior to the 1st Hot Spot Race). Results after eight official races have been flown are as follows:- 1st Open goes to the Koopman Racing Pigeons from Netherlands with their pigeon named Paparazzi that had led the way earlier on but it now just 137 seconds in the lead. Four different countries are represented in the top 10 in this classification. Holding 1st UK, 20th Open goes to Juergen & Caroline Joesch from Hailsham with their pigeon named Goodwood that leads the next pigeon by just over 8 minutes, 2nd UK, 52nd Open goes to Brown Brothers with their good pigeon named Turbo, 3rd UK, 64th Open goes to The Nuneaton Nutters with April and bred by Mr. Lennon from West Midlands, 4th UK, 88th Open for Dave & Paul McCarthy from Wallasey with Wallasey Belle the pigeon that won 1st UK this weekend, 5th UK, 93rd Open for Southern & McCrudden from Skelmersdale with their good pigeon Misty Blue that had been holding 1st UK in this classification for the last four races, 6th UK, 96th Open for Yew Tree Lofts with Sheddie bred by George Pendleton from Ormskirk, 7th UK, 101st Open for Robbie Prettejohn & Jesse James with Miss Jesse James bred by Robbie/Jan Prettejohn from Plymouth, 8th UK, 105th Open for Van Vaizeys with Ovett bred by A. Webb & Son from Hampshire, 9th UK, 111th Open for Moonstone Lofts with Moonstone Popster and bred by D. Gruzelier from Ravenstone and 10th UK, 127th Open for the Paul Smith Syndicate with African Wizard bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon. Another 7 x UK pigeons in the top 194 in this classification. Holding onto 1st Ireland for the sixth race running, 15th Open for Lucas Lofts with their great pigeon Junior O, 2nd Ireland, 86th Open for The Green Team with Riley, 3rd Ireland, 119th Open for Neill O’Brian with Try Me, 4th Ireland, 177th Open for Luigi Forte with Kanio, 5th Ireland, 183rd Open for Cooley Brothers with Popeye The Boy and 6th Ireland, 207th Open for Wallace & Wall Brothers with Grace.

THE KNOCKOUT COMPETITION started on the 2nd Hot Spot Race on Saturday 29th November and I can now confirm that the revised number of 2,739 pigeons were entered and this total is made up from 2,278 International and 461 South African pigeons and within these numbers are also 341 from the United Kingdom and 40 from Ireland. This classification has five rounds (Hot Spot Races 2, 3, 4 & 5 and the Final Race) but only PIGEONS THAT ARE ACTIVATED AND PAID FOR BEFORE TO THE 1st HOT SPOT RACE which took place on Saturday 22nd November are eligible to compete for the $25,000 (approx. £17,250) 1st Prize. This is just another reason to have all your pigeons ACTIVATED before the 1st Hot Spot Race took place. Should any Hot Spot Race be cancelled one of the Training Races prior to the Final Race will be used to calculate the next round’s pigeons. Pigeons that are knocked out of this competition will still compete in all the other competitions that take place in the run up to the Final Race. KNOCKOUT ROUND 1 takes place on the 2nd Hot Spot Race on Saturday 29th November when 1,781 (65%) of the entered pigeons returning from that race will move into the next round. KNOCKOUT ROUND 2 will take place on the 3rd Hot Spot Race on Saturday 13th December when 980 (55%) of the entered pigeons returning from that race will move forward into the next round. KNOCKOUT ROUND 3 takes place on the 4th Hot Spot Race on Monday 29th December when 343 (35%) of the entered pigeons returning from that race will move forward into the next round. KNOCKOUT ROUND 4 takes place on the 5th Hot Spot Race on Saturday 10th January when only 69 (20%) of the returning pigeons from that race will move forward into the next round. The KNOCKOUT FINAL ROUND will take place in the SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR FINAL RACE on Saturday 31st January 2009 from 552km (approx. 343 miles), with the first of the 69 remaining KNOCKOUT PIGEONS that is clocked will walk away with “THE POT OF GOLD” and the $25,000 (approx. £17,250) 1st Prize. GOOD LUCK TO EVERYBODY THAT HAS PIGEONS ENTERED IN THIS INTERESTING COMPETITION. It was also interesting to see that 299 more pigeons were actually entered into this competition than for the 2007/8 race series.

It can be reveal that from the 1,781 (65%) that went through in Round 1, this total was made up of 1,484 International, 297 South African, with 211 from the United Kingdom and 26 from Ireland which now go through to Round 2 that takes place on the 3rd Hot Spot Race on Saturday 13th December from 300km (186 miles).

Training Race 9 took place on Wednesday 3rd December from 79km (49 miles) and a total of 3,807 pigeons were basketed, which included 3,035 International and 772 South African entries with 421 UK and 46 Irish pigeons in this convoy. They were all liberated at 07-00 with cloudy conditions, little to no wind and turning to a light head wind on route and a temperature of 26c (79f) at liberation and increasing to 29c (85f) with afternoon thunderstorms expected and a good race was anticipated.

CONGRATULATIONS for 1st Open goes to Chris Smith from South Africa with pigeon named Blue Silk which was clocked at 07-55-37 to record a velocity of 1568ypm (53mph), this pigeon took 7th Open in the previous race, plus a 6th, 32nd, 79th and 111th in previous races and is currently 4th in the Sun City Hot Spot Averages, 2nd Open went to Team Goldener Grund from Germany with Last Gasp which is currently leading the Sun City Hot Spot Averages and has already taken 5th, 37th, 73rd and 81st in previous races, 3rd Open to Team Sylt 2000 from Germany, 4th Open to Hok Jimmy Brands from Belgium, 5th Open Munnik + Du Randt from South Africa, 6th Open Fayez Q8 from Qater, 7th Open City Brothers Lofts Malta from Malta, 8th Open The New Forest Syndicate from the United Kingdom, 9th Open CM Pieterse from South Africa and 10th Open J. Parsons from South Africa. Only 52 seconds covered the top 10 with 81 seconds covering the first 50 in this race. There was a total of 6 different countries were in the top 10 making it a great International race. By 11-26 a total of 3,440 pigeons had been officially clocked. Another release on the web site showed 3,722 clocked by 14-21. A later update result showed 3,734 had returned by 15-37, leaving 73 still to make it back home. It was great to see that all these pigeons made it home.

CONGRATULATIONS for taking 1st UK, 8th Open goes to The New Forest Syndicate with pigeon named Guido which was bred by Mr/Mrs. Derek Boyes from Holbury, Southampton and was clocked at 07-56-20 just 43 seconds after the actual race winner, 2nd UK, 12th Open for Joesch – Burger – Rossouw with a pigeon bred by Jurgen & Caroline Josch from Hailsham, 3rd UK, 16th Open for The Three Tom-Boggies with a pigeon bred by Eddie Thompson from Romford, 4th UK, 21st Open for Team Thomas with a pigeon bred by Mark, Christine & Thomas Kirby from Asselby, 5th UK, 22nd Open for The Nuneaton Nutters with a pigeon bred by John Porter from Liverpool, 6th UK, 24th Open for Yew Tree Lofts with a pigeon bred by George Pendleton from Ormskirk, 7th UK, 38th Open for Bordon Lofts bred by D. Matthews from Bordon, 8th UK, 47th Open for Jurgen & Caroline Josch from Hailsham, 9th UK, 73rd Open for Van Vaizeys and bred by A. Webb & Son from Hampshire, 10th UK, 73rd Open for The Royal Lofts with a pigeon bred by Carlo Napolitano who is the Royal Loft Manager, 11th UK, 85th Open for PBW KPM + FW and bred by W. Hyatt from Brockeridge Common, 12th UK, 88th Open to the Paul Smith Syndicate with a pigeon bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon, 13th UK, 104th Open another for Team Thomas and bred by Mark, Christine & Thomas Kirby from Asselby, 14th UK, 105th Open for Darren Peters from East Heckington and 15th UK, 119th Open for Aspirate Ad Astra with a pigeon bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge. Another 7 x UK were clocked in the top 199 and 50 clocked in the top 429 in the Open, making it another outstanding race for the United Kingdom Team. By 11-26 a total of 382 UK pigeons had been officially clocked. Another release showed 414 UK pigeons clocked by 14-21. A later updated result showed 416 UK pigeons by 15-37 leaving 5 still to make it back home. These 5 remaining pigeons made it back to the loft OK.    

CONGRATULATIONS for taking 1st Ireland, 87th Open goes to Luigi Forte with pigeon named Kanio which was clocked at 07-57-21, 2nd Ireland, 335th Open was Lucas Lofts with their great pigeon Junior O, 3rd Ireland, 413th Open for The Green Team, 4th Ireland, 417th Open for Brown & Lucas, 5th Ireland, 531st Open for Nashers Team and 6th Ireland, 537th Open goes to the Irish Race Team Shipper Gerry McCourt. By 11-26 a total of 43 Irish pigeons had been officially clocked. All 46 pigeons sent were clocked by 14-21.

SUN CITY OVERALL AVERAGES after nine official races are currently standing as follows:- 1st Open is currently held by Koopman Racing Pigeons from Netherlands with their pigeon named Paparazzi, which is currently leading by nearly 5 minutes. Six different countries are represented in the top 10 in this classification and nearly 11 minutes cover these 10 pigeons. Holding onto 1st UK, 14th Open goes to Jurgen & Caroline Josch from Hailsham with pigeon named Goodwood, 2nd UK, 41st Open goes to Brown Brothers from Gloucester with Turbo, 3rd UK, 51st Open goes to The Nuneaton Nutters with a pigeon named April and bred by Mr. Lennon from West Midlands, 4th UK, 66th Open for Van Vaizeys with Ovett bred by A. Webb & Son from Hampshire, 5th UK, 72nd Open for Yew Tree Lofts with Sheddie bred by George Pendleton from Ormskirk, 6th UK, 85th Open for Southern & McCrudden from Skelmersdale with Misty Blue,  7th UK, 92nd Open for Darren Peters from East Heckington with Fenlands 3, 8th UK, 98th Open for the Paul Smith Syndicate with African Wizard and bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon, 9th UK, 99th Open for Dave & Paul McCarthy from Wallasey with Wallasey Belle and 10th UK, 100th Open goes to Robbie Prettejohn & Jesse James with Miss Jesse James bred by Robbie/Jan Prettejohn from Plymouth. Six more UK pigeons are in the top 193 in this classification. Holding onto to 1st Ireland for the seventh race running, 13th Open goes to Lucas Lofts with their great pigeon Junior O, 2nd Ireland, 67th Open goes to The Green Team with Riley and 3rd Ireland, 135th Open goes to Luigi Forte with Kanio.

ACTIVATION OF RESERVES:- If you have not already done this you can now do it at any time. All you do is contact the Country Shipper who you sent your pigeons through and they will arrange to get your Reserve/s “ACTIVATED” before the next race. The fee for “ACTIVATION” is $1,000 per pigeon. However, if after “ACTIVATION” takes place this pigeon or pigeons get lost prior to the basketing of the Final Race and has won no Special Prize Money or Awards in the earlier races, then this money is credited in full to your ASI Account and you can either use it to purchase another Reserve Pigeon/s after the 5th Hot Spot Race and have this flying under your name in the Final Race, or leave the credit/s in your ASI Account to use in the future. PLEASE DO NOT TAKE A CHANCE BY HAVING ONE OR MORE OF YOUR PIGEONS “NOT ACTIVATED”, IT REALLY IS NOT WORTH TAKING THE RISK OF MISSING OUT ON A MAJOR CASH PRIZE OR A BRAND NEW MOTOR CAR.

After Training Race 9 took place the pigeons then had two more short training tosses on Thursday and Friday before being basketed for the Training Race 10 which takes place on Saturday 6th  December from around 140km (approx. 87 miles) with a total of 3,810 pigeons being basketed, which contained 3,037 International and 773 South African pigeons, with 422 from the United Kingdom and 46 from Ireland. GOOD LUCK TO ALL COMPETITORS. This weekend Sun City Resort is also hosting the NEDBANK GOLF CHALLENGE or better known as THE MILLION DOLLAR CHALLENGE which now actually offers $2 Million Dollars in Prize Money and is played on the Gary Player Country Club Course and live coverage will be on Setanta Sports 1 from Thursday right through to Sunday. The 5th tee is about 50 yards from the pigeon lofts, so anybody watching on television may be able to see a few pigeons flying past during the four day coverage. 

The training and race programme will consist of daily training tosses (except Sundays) and a race every Saturday as follows, plus a few extra Wednesday races and one race programmed for a Monday. The whole race programme will consist of 27 Training Races, which will include 5 x Hot Spot Races and of course the Final Race. The next race will be Training Race 10 from 140km (approx. 87 miles) takes place on Saturday 6th December, followed by Training Race 11 from 80km (approx. 50 miles) on Wednesday 10th December. Then the 3rd Hot Spot Race from 300km (approx. 187 miles) on the 13th December, followed by Training Race 12 from 80km (approx 50 miles). Then Training Race 13 from 140km (approx. 87 miles) on Saturday 20th December with Training Race 14 from 80km (approx. 50 miles) due to be held on Christmas Eve, Wednesday 24th December. No training on Christmas Day and Boxing Day then on to the 4th Hot Spot Race from 350km (approx. miles) on Monday 29th December 2008. Then we move into 2009 and have Training Race 15 from 140km (approx 87 miles) on Saturday 3rd January followed by Training Race 16 from 80km (approx. 50 miles) on Wednesday 7th January. We then have the 5th Hot Spot Race from 400km (approx. 249 miles) on Saturday 10th January with Training Race 16 from 80km (approx. 50 miles) on Wednesday 14th January, with Training Race 17 from 80km (approx. 50 miles) on Wednesday 14th January and then Training Race 18 from 140km (approx. 87 miles) on Saturday 17th January. Training Race 19 will be from 80km (approx. 50 miles) on Wednesday 21st January with Training Race 20 from 140km (approx. 87 miles) on Saturday 24th January, with Training Race 21 from 80km (approx. 50 miles) to be held on Wednesday 28th January and then of course “THE FINAL RACE” on Saturday 31st January 2009 from 552km (343 miles). Of course the weather conditions will have to be right for all of these races to take place, if not they will be basketed and liberated on another day when the weather forecast is better and the Race Director’s decision will be final. The object of this great race from day one has always been to get as many pigeons to the “FINAL RACE” as possible and give all fanciers/competitors/entrants a fair chance in the “FINAL RACE”.

GOOD LUCK TO ALL CONCERNED AND REGULAR “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASES”, “NEWSLETTERS” AND “UPDATES” WILL BE SENT OUT TO ALL COMPETITORS/ENTRANTS AND SYNDICATE SHAREHOLDERS ON A WEEKLY BASIS OVER THE NEXT FEW MONTHS. ALSO WEEKLY “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASES” WILL BE SENT OUT TO OUR PIGEON PUBLICATIONS AND WILL ALSO BE ON OUR WEB SITE www.scmdpr.com FOR ALL TO VIEW.

***WHAT CAN BE WON DURING THIS 2008/9 RACE SERIES*** Prizes and awards that add up to a staggering US$1.6 Million American Dollars and these include 5 x Brand New Cars, 1 for each of the 5 Hot Spot Races, 50 x US$1,000 Hot Spot Cash Prizes, split into 10 x US$1,000 Cash Prizes for each of the 5 x Hot Spot Races, a US$5,000 Hot Spot Ace Pigeon Award for the best pigeon in these 5 races, 5 x US$5,000 Country Cash Prizes on the 5th Hot Spot Race, plus numerous other US$1,000 Cash Prizes, these prizes are for the first pigeon from each country in the result, the first five different countries take the US$5,000 prizes, then after that US$1,000 prizes. A Two Bird Average Competition and a US$2,000 Cash Prize in each of the 5 x Hot Spot Races, the Sun City Ace Pigeon Award and US$10,000 in Prize Money, split 1st US$5,000, 2nd US$3,000 and 3rd US$2,000, a US$5,000 Cash Prize for the pigeon with the best overall average in all the Training Races and Hot Spot Races, 50km or over. A Knockout Winner and US$25,000 Prize Money, which starts on the 2nd Hot Spot Race and the winner is the first one to be clocked in the “FINAL RACE” (over the past few years there has been around 30/40 pigeons still left in this competition).  Around US$160,000 (approx. £89,000) National Championship Cash Prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd Country in the “FINAL RACE”, the amount of prize money depends on how many pigeons are entered from each country but I can tell you that over US$300,000 (approx. £167,000) has been paid out in the last two years, which in itself makes it another nice little earner if you happen to strike lucky. Then in the “FINAL RACE” there are 10 magnificent gold pendants to be won and around US$900,000 American Dollars in Prize Money and 250 cash prizes being on offer. (ONLY “ACTIVATED” PIGEONS ARE ELIGIBLE TO COMPETE FOR ANY OF THESE SPECIAL CASH PRIZES OR AWARDS). PRIZE MONEY ALLOCATED TO THE 2009 “FINAL RACE” IS AS FOLLOWS:- 1st $200,000 (approx. £111,000), 2nd $120,000 (approx. £67,000), 3rd $75,000 (approx. £42,000), 4th $50,000 (approx. £28,000), 5th $25,000 (approx. £14,000), 6th $20,000 (approx. £11,000), 7th $15,000 (approx. £8,500), 8th $10,000 (approx. £5,500), 9th $9,000 (approx. £5,000), 10th $8,000 (approx. £4,500), 11th/15th $5,500 each (approx. £3,100), 16th/20th $4,500 each (approx. £2,500), 21st/30th $3,500 each (approx. £2,000), 31st/50th $2,500 each (approx. £1,400), 51st/75th $2,000 each (approx. £1,100), 76th/100th $1,500 each (approx. £830), 101st/150th $1,250 each (approx. £700), 151st/200th $1,000 each (approx. £555), 201st/250th $500 each (approx. £280). (Subject to terms and conditions of entry).

It is worth mentioning that three brand new cars have been won by fanciers representing the United Kingdom Team in the last three years, Richard Elliott and Chris Gordon both won new cars during the 2005/6 race series and Paul & Dave McCarthy won one a new car during the 2006/7 series. I am hopeful that somebody from the United Kingdom will also win one or maybe more during the 2008/9 series. GOOD LUCK TO ALL COMPETITORS.

I would also just like to notify fanciers that my weekly “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASE”, “NEWSLETTERS” and “UPDATES” can now also be seen on the following pigeon web sites:- www.iprr.co.uk    www.elimarpigeons.com www.pigeonportal.com   www.pigeonglobe.co.uk   www.cyberpigeon.co.uk   www.pigeonbasics.com plus of course they will also be in the “”BRITISH HOMING WORLD” and “THE RACING PIGEON” for all to see.

The race date for the 14th SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR PIGEON RACE has already been agreed and this will once again take place in Sun City, South Africa on Saturday 30th January 2010. If you are interested in participating or acting a Country Race Team Shipper, then please contact me as soon as possible on 01279-812005 and I will give you all the information you require. I have just been notified that the organisers are bringing the first intake period forward by about two weeks, so this will now take place between 2nd May and the 24th May 2009. 

If you have any questions about any aspect of the SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR PIGEON RACE, then please contact me on 01279-812005 and I will do my best to answer any of your questions or queries.

IF ANY PIGEON FANCIER IN THE UNITED KINGDOM WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE MY WEEKLY “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASES”, “NEWSLETTERS” AND “UPDATES” BY EMAIL, THEN ALL THEY HAVE TO DO IS EMAIL ME THEIR ACTUAL EMAIL ADDRESS AND I WILL FORWARD THEM ALL THE INFORMATION BY EMAIL ON A REGULAR BASIS. 

Why not join in the fun and be part of THE NATIONAL TEAM and “FLY THE FLAG FOR THE UNITED KINGDOM”?

Paul Smith. 

United Kingdom Race Team Shipper for The 13th Sun City Million Dollar (The Greatest Pigeon Race In The World), which is due to be held in Sun City Resort, South Africa on Saturday 31st January 2009.

Regency Lofts Limited, “Five Pennies”, High Lane, Stansted Mountfitchet, Essex. CM24 8LQ. England. Telephone/Facsimile:- 01279-812005 (Int. Code:- +44-1279-812005).

Mobile:- 07860-568216. Email:- reglofts@aol.com SCMDPR Web Site:- www.scmdpr.com 

