     “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASE”

                       REPORT ON 

                4th HOT SPOT RACE

                               &      

               13th TRAINING RACE

                               in                                                                                                                        

   THE 14th SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR

 (THE RACE WITH THE PROVEN TRACK RECORD)
  (THE GREATEST PIGEON RACE IN THE WORLD)

    WHICH IS DUE TO BE HELD IN SUN CITY, SOUTH AFRICA ON SATURDAY 30th JANUARY 2010.       

This fantastic team of top quality pigeons bred and supplied by some of the best pigeon fanciers in the world today are gaining more and more experience as the weeks go by and now after numerous training tosses and races and they really are ready for the rest of the 2009/10 race series and these athletes of the skies are now ready to have the 4th HOT SPOT RACE which took place on Wednesday 30th December from 289km (approx. 180 miles) and a total of 3,412 pigeons from 33 different countries  were basketed and this figure included 2,875 International pigeons and included in this figure are 237 from the United Kingdom and 48 from Ireland plus 537 South African pigeons. This convoy were liberated at 05-30 with a light head wind, fine and hot conditions and a temperature of 26c (79f) and a good steady tough race around the 40mph mark was anticipated by Zandy Meyer (Race Director) and Dave van der Merwe (Loft Manager) and an estimated time of arrival would be about 09-20. It was interesting to note by looking at past race results records that entries in the 4th HOT SPOT RACE in the 2008/9 race series it was 3,636 pigeons. So the “RACE & TRAINING TEAM” in South Africa seem to be doing an excellent job and keeping on track with a similar number of entries for the 2009/10 race series 4th HOT SPOT RACE.

It was great to get up this morning and watch on Sky Television the final day in the 2nd Test Match in Durban between South Africa and England, where our boys beat the opposition and won by an innings and 98 runs with over half a day to spare. This should make the 3rd Test Match in Cape Town very exciting as England now lead the series 1-0 after the draw with the very last ball in the 1st Test Match. A great way to end the old year against this great South African team with two more tests to play.

CONGRATULATIONS for winning 1st Open in this 4th HOT SPOT RACE went to Bader Al-Sanafi from Kuwait with Al Sanafi 2 which was officially clocked at 09-47-27 to record a winning velocity of 1233ypm (42mph), this pigeon has won 62nd, 275th, 297th, 790th, 375th, 1640th, 498th, 219th, 72nd, 363rd, 505th, 2229th, 94th, 2965th, 2666th and now 1st Open in the first 16 races, 2nd Open went to Georg Oswald from the Germany, 3rd Open to Nashers Team from Ireland, 4th Open for Ganus Family Lofts from United States Of America, 5th Open for Hok M Reijnen from Netherlands, 6th Open for Lars Bruun Jensen from Denmark, 7th Open for Sudor, Brncal and Skreka from Slovakia, 8th Open for Team Ruhr - Schink from Germany, 9th Open for Elfriede u Albert Casselmann from Germany, 10th Open for Stanescu and Dobre from Romania, 11th Open for Hermann Niesing from Germany, 12th Open for Alois Radecker from Germany, 13th Open for German Champions from the Germany, 14th Open a second pigeon for Hok M Reijnen from Netherlands, 15th Open for Jos Thone from Belgium, 16th Open for Peter Witta from Germany, 17th Open for Van Jaarssveld Lofts from South Africa, 18th Open for Bernd u Karin Schnell from the Germany, 19th Open for Walter Schienk from Germany, 20th Open for Herbots - Kader from Belgium, 21st Open for Wilhelm Stoll from Germany, 22nd Open for Edgar Peter from Germany, 23rd Open for Alhami Team from United Arab Emirates, 24th Open for Manfred Faber from Germany and then 25th Open for August Balk from Germany. Once again it turned out to be another great international result with 7 different countries taking the first 7 Open positions and 8 different countries being represented in the top 10 and these were all clocked within 23.31 seconds of the race winner, then 2 minutes 24 seconds between the first 50 and 4 minutes 23 seconds between the first 100 pigeons clocked. As usual Michael Holt and Pieter Saymaan who control the computers at the lofts were once again doing a fantastic job to keep competitors/entrants informed as to what was happening at the lofts in Sun City. The good thing for us in the United Kingdom and Ireland is that South Africa is 2 hours ahead of us and as quick as the pigeons were being clocked the SCMDPR Web Site was updated with returns, it was very noticeable throughout the day that within 2/3 minutes of pigeons being clocked they were on the web site for all to see. WELL DONE GUYS, YOU REALLY DO A FANTASTIC JOB KEEPING PEOPLE INFORMED. The first official report showed 820 pigeons had been officially clocked on the state of the art Unikon Electronic Clocking System by 10-03, then 1,791 by 10-22, then 2,144 by 10-34,  2,374 by 14-46 which was 59 minutes after the race winner, then 2,691 by 

11-43, 2,770 by 12-23, 2,887 by 13-55, a few more reports throughout the afternoon and the last one showed 3,209 gallant pigeons had been clocked by 20-13, leaving 203 missing on the day. Sunday dawned and the first pigeon clocked was at 05-17 and then by 09-28 a total of 3,300 had been officially recorded, then 3,311 by 15-56 and then the last report of the second day showed 3,311 had returned to the lofts leaving 101 pigeons still to return to base came. A final count on Friday  morning showed 3,323 pigeons (97.39% return rate) in the lofts, leaving just 89 still to return. 

When you sit down and consider what these pigeons had to undergo during this race, it just goes to show that they must have been in first class conditions to return from their toughest task yet but something that will hold them all in good stead for what is in front of them over the next few weeks in their build up to the FINAL RACE. Of course a few more will return to the lofts in Sun City over the next few days. By the Wednesday Training Race 13 a total of 3,345 had made it home which was a 98.036% return rate, leaving 67 still missing.

The winner of the BRAND NEW MOTOR CAR awarded to the first ACTIVATED pigeon in this 4th HOT SPOT RACE was won by Bader Al-Sanafi from Kuwait with his pigeon named Al Sanafi 2 that won 1st OPEN. This is second Hot Spot Race running that a pigeon bred in Kuwait has won the BRAND NEW MOTOR CAR, which is a fantastic achievement against the best pigeons in the world.

Winners of the $20,000 HOT SPOT CASH PRIZE MONEY in this 4th HOT SPOT RACE were as follows and the first 20 x “ACTIVATED PIGEONS” all won $1,000 each and were all the same as the top 20 pigeons listed above in the Open result. Congratulations to all these 20 cash winners.

The winner of the TWO-BIRD AVERAGE in this 4th HOT SPOT RACE and a $2,000 Cash Prize went to

Gebr Bluemmers from Germany with their two pigeons named Silvano and Borgia. A total of 4 different countries were represented in the top 10. The United Kingdom Team had 10 competitors in the top 185 places and they were as follows:- 1st UK, 5th Open for Team Thomas with pigeons named Kirwood Jamie & Kirwood Gladys and both bred by Mike, Christine & Thomas Kirby from Asselby, 2nd & 3rd UK, 38th & 73rd Open for the Paul Smith Syndicate, administered by Paul Smith of Stansted Mountfitchet and with pigeons named African Diamond & African Idol and then African Boy & African starlet and all bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon, 4th UK, 91st Open for Harrow Boys 3 with Charmaine & Derek both bred by D Damalie from Wembley, 5th UK, 104th Open for Crystal Palace Eagles with Crystal Blue Lady & Crystal Friar Of Brechin both bred by Terry Peart & John Donovan from Tadworth, 6th UK, 110th Open for Slim Timmis and Snooker with Spartakus & Angel 2, 7th UK, 127th Open for Tony Darling from Southampton with Hampshire King & Hampshire Queen,  8th UK, 155th Open for Long – McAllister – Smith Syndicate, administered by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet and with Charity Superstar & Charity Delight both bred by Bruce McAllister from Furneaux Pelham, 9th UK, 184th Open for Team Thomas with another 2 pigeons bred by Mike, Christine & Thomas Kirby from Asselby and then 10th UK, 185th Open for Gorse Syndicate with Demi & High Tip both bred by Arnold Tweats from Congleton. The Irish Team winners were as follows:- 1st Ireland, 43rd Open went to Mick Feeney & Sons with their two pigeons Candy Floss & Muttley, 2nd Ireland, 215th Open for Tom Cahill with his two pigeons named Danny C & Tom C, 3rd Ireland, 252nd Open for Philip + Mark Smith with Charlie S & Michaela and 4th Ireland, 298th Open for McCourt – Larkin with pigeons named Larkin & My Hero. Good to see so many United Kingdom and Irish Teams doing well in this strong international competition.

The HOT SPOT ACE PIGEON AWARD that offers a $5,000 Cash Prize to the winner after the 5 Hot Spot Races is currently led by the following competitors after 4 races:- 1st Open for APC Loft from United States Of America with his pigeon named Maddiston that leads by 3 minutes and 8 seconds and has so far won 86th, 729th, 8th and 169th Open in the 4 HOT SPOT RACES, 2nd Open for Koopman Racing Pigeons 1 from Netherlands with Sheena, 3rd Open for Jos e Jules Engels from Belgium with April Babe, 4th Open for Team German Dream Boys from Germany with Klugscheisser, 5th Open for Mark Gilbert – NFC Sponsor Team from the United Kingdom with Southfield Grey bred by Mark Gilbert from Windsor, 6th Open for Team Waldeck from Germany with Dancers Choice, 7th Open for Peter Rasmussen from Denmark with Rikke, 8th Open for Georg Oswald from Germany with Argos, 9th Open for Team Ruhr Stahl - Bobner from Germany with Carla B and 10th Open for Birgit u Gerhard Luecking from Germany with Turbo Eleven. It was great to see 5 different countries holding the first 5 positions and a total of 6 different countries in the top 10 and only 9 minutes 50 seconds between them. The United Kingdom Team had 12 pigeons in the top 208 in the Open and they are as follows:- 1st UK, 5th Open for Mark Gilbert – NFC Sponsor Team with Southfield Grey which has won 364th, 543rd, 79th and 31st Open in the 4 HOT SPOT RACES and bred by Mark Gilbert from Windsor, 2nd UK, 72nd Open for Marchant – Baron administered by Colin Marchant from Hemel Hempstead and with Motorway Baron bred by Baron Brothers from Redbourne, 3rd, 9th & 11th UK, 73rd, 153rd & 196th Open for Team Thomas with three pigeons named Kirwood Jamie, Kirwood Tom Titlemouse & Kirwood Gladys and all bred by Mike, Christine & Thomas Kirby from Asselby, 4th UK, 77th Open for Slim Timmis and Snooker with Spartakus bred by Slim Timmis from Newcastle, 5th UK, 99th Open for Harrow Boys 1 with Tillbus bred by Steve Buckle from Northwood, 6th UK, 104th Open for the Wallasey Superstars Syndicate, administered by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet with Wallasey Sunrise bred by Dave & Paul McCarthy from Wallasey, 7th, 10th & 12th UK, 130th, 155th & 208th Open for the Paul Smith Syndicate, administered by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet with African Diamond, African Pacemaker and African Lad with the first and third pigeon bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon and the second pigeon bred by Terry Robinson from Enfield and then 8th UK, 142nd Open for Crystal Palace Eagles with Crystal Tips bred by Terry Peart & John Donovan from Tadworth. Nearly 35 minutes separates these top 10 pigeons after three races. Our Irish Team has 3 pigeons in the top 373 in the Open and they are as follows:- 1st Ireland, 22nd Open for Nashers Team with Annette N bred by John Nash from Dublin, which has won 1044th, 2259th, 4th and 3rd in the 3 HOT SPOT RACES so far, then 2nd & 3rd Ireland, 368th & 373rd Open for Tom Cahill with Tom C and then Danny C. Just over 45 minutes separates these top 3 pigeons after three races. It is great to see the United Kingdom and Irish Teams doing so well in this competition.

This was the 3rd ROUND of the “KNOCKOUT COMPETITION” in the 4th HOT SPOT RACE and from an original 2,928 entries that were entered by 33 different countries, which included 2,559 International pigeons, including 235 from the United Kingdom and 44 from Ireland, plus 369 from South Africa and all competing for the $25,000 First Prize in the FINAL RACE. These were whittled down on the 3rd HOT SPOT RACE to 1,048 (55%) pigeons from the original entry and this was made up by 922 International, which included 80 from the United Kingdom and 10 from Ireland, plus 126 from South Africa and then this will be whittled down to 367 which will all now go forward to the 4th ROUND and this includes 335 International including 25 United Kingdom, 3 Irish plus 32 South African pigeons and which takes place on the 5th HOT SPOT RACE from 350km (218 miles) on Saturday 9th January 2010 when this total will be once again whittled down to 73 to go forward into the “FINAL RACE” on Saturday 30th January 2010 from 552km (343 miles). GOOD LUCK TO ALL THE PIGEONS LEFT IN THIS COMPETITION.

CONGRATULATIONS for winning 1st United Kingdom, 31st Open went to Mark Gilbert- NFC Sponsor Team with their pigeon named Southfield Grey clocked at 09-49-06 just 98.99 seconds off the winner and bred by Mark Gilbert from Windsor, whose pigeons have been flying exceptionally well during this race series, this pigeon has now won 1407th, 2329th, 361st, 1401st, 1176th, 107th, 10th, 34th, 1281st, 2146th, 3328th, 543rd, 2754th, 79th, 35th and now 31st Open in first 16 races, 2nd & 4th UK, 94th & 129th Open went to Team Thomas with two pigeons bred by Mike, Christine & Thomas Kirby from Asselby, 3rd, 7th & 10th UK, 116th, 138th & 226th Open for the Paul Smith Syndicate, administered by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet and the first two pigeons bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon and the third one bred by Terry Robinson from Enfield, 5th UK, 132nd Open for Syndicate Lofts UK with a pigeon bred by Peter Fox from Bangor, 6th UK, 133rd Open for Horseshoe Syndicate with a pigeon bred by Steve Radcliffe from Skelmersdale, 8th UK, 184th Open for Harrow Boys 1 with a pigeon bred by Steve Buckle from Northwood, 9th UK, 224th Open for Long – McAllister - Smith Syndicate, administer by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet and bred by Bruce McAllister from Furneaux Pelham, 11th UK, 236th Open for the Wallasey Superstars, administer by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet with a pigeon bred by Dave & Paul McCarthy from Wallasey, 12th UK, 244th Open for Team Oberholster with a pigeon bred by Pieter & Kate Oberholster from Lask Edge, 13th UK, 250th Open for Juergen + Caroline Joesch from Hailsham, 14th UK, 295th Open for PBW KPM + FW Syndicate and with a pigeon bred by Paul, Brian & Wendy Hyatt from Brockeridge Common, 15th UK, 302nd Open for Cyrstal Palace Eagles with a pigeon bred by Terry Peart & John Donovan from Tadworth, 16th UK, 307th Open for Pet Shop Boys and Girls with a pigeon bred by John Alderslade from Bridlington, 17th UK, 334th Open for Chris Gordon from Snydale, 18th UK, 343rd Open for Harrow Boys 3 and bred by D. Damalie from Wembley, 19th UK, 346th Open for the Magnificent Seven Syndicate with a pigeon bred by Paul Simpson from Ripon and then 20th UK, 350th Open for T Birchall – MCC Sponsor Team and bred by Tom Birchall from the Midlands. The first report on the web site showed a total of 63 United Kingdom pigeon was officially clocked in by 10-03, the next showed 111 by 10-22, then 136 by 10-34, then 153 by 10-66, 181 by 11-43, then 187 by 12-23, then 193 by 13-55, numerous more updates during the afternoon and the final on at 20-13 showed 218 officially clocked, leaving 19 still to return home to the lofts. The last two pigeon clocked on the day were both from the UK. The first report on Sunday morning showed 229 pigeons clocked by 09-28, 

then 230 by 15-56 and the final report of the second day showed 230 UK pigeons clocked, leaving 7 still missing and to return to base camp. A final count on Friday morning showed 230 (97.046% return rate) had returned to the lofts leaving 7 still to return. Of course some of these will probably work back in the next few days, so if yours is missing keep you eye on the web site on the basketing list. By the Wednesday Training Race 13 a total of 231 had returned which was a 97.468% return rate, leaving 6 still missing.

CONGRATULATIONS for winning 1st Ireland, 3rd Open goes to Nashers Team with pigeon named Annette N which is a Stef van Reet bred by John Nash from Dublin and which was clocked at 09-47-30 just 02.71 seconds after the winner, this pigeon has now won 3050th, 392nd, 162nd, 3809th, 512th, 1487th, 166th, 1044th, 279th, 295th, 127th, 2259th, 525th, 4th, 493rd and now 3rd Open in its last 16 races, it was interesting to hear for John who told me that Annette N is a half-sister to his pigeon named Annette that won 1st OPEN and a BRAND NEW MOTOR CAR in the 4th HOT SPOT RACE in the 2008/9 race series and very close to pulling off the double, then 2nd Ireland, 127th Open for Philip + Mark Smith, 3rd & 6th Ireland, 187th & 597th Open two for Mick Feeney and Sons, 4th Ireland, 472nd Open for Bernard Smyth and 5th Ireland, 566th Open for Cannon Lillis Lofts with his great pigeon Carlo, bred by Jos Reilly from Dublin. The first report on the web site showed a total of 12 Irish Team pigeon had been officially clocked by 10-03, the next showed 22 clocked by 10-22, then 27 by 10-34, followed by 32 by 10-46 and 37 by 11-43, 39 by 12-23 and then 41 by 13-55, then 

numerous more updates throughout the afternoon and by 20-13 a total of 44 Irish pigeons had been clocked leaving just 4 to return to the lofts. Sunday morning dawned and by 09-28 a total of 45 had been officially recorded and still only 45 when the last report of the second day was published on the web site, leaving 3 missing. A final count on Friday showed a total of 45 (93.75% return rate) had returned to the lofts, leaving 3 still to return. Of course some of these may return to the lofts over the next few days so if yours is missing keep you eye on the basketing list on the web site. No more had returned home by the basketing for the Wednesday Training Race 13.

SUN CITY OVERALL AVERAGES carries $5,000, $3,000 and a $2,000 cash prize for the first three pigeons in this category but only No. 1 pigeons or pigeons fully paid for before the first official Training Race are eligible to win the actual prize money. Now after 16 official races have taken place the web site shows the following:- 1st Open goes to Team Waldeck from Germany with his excellent pigeon named Dancers Choice which has so far won 124th, 267th, 1655th, 10th, 135th, 655th, 167th, 33rd, 29th, 564th, 194th, 427th, 90th, 228th, 22nd and now 27th Open in the 16 races that count and total time is 26-32-33, leading by just over 8 minutes, 2nd Open for Koopman Racing Pigeons 1 from Netherlands with Sheena, 3rd Open for Wilhelm Stoll from Germany with Jandia, 4th Open for Koopman Racing Pigeons II from Netherlands with Count Look Alive, 5th Open Team Godau from Germany, 6th Open for Christian Steinhagen from Germany with Day by Day, 7th Open for Team Brandy from Germany with Lancaster, 8th Open for Georg Oswald from Germany with Achilles, 9th Open for Buchloh Top Team from Germany with Seby and then 10th Open for Bernd Wichmann from Germany with Vinny. Only 2 different countries are represented in the top 10 in this category and with nearly 50 minutes covering them all.

Holding onto 1st UK, 34th Open in this category goes to the Magnificent Seven Syndicate with their very consistent pigeon Ocean Wave bred by Paul Simpson from Ripon which is now leading this competition by just 2 minutes and 43 seconds, his results so far are 1417th, 58th, 138th, 9th, 23rd, 59th, 661st, 534th, 129th, 1678th, 1378th, 2842nd, 312th, 408th, 1166th and now 346th Open in the 16 races that count, then 2nd UK, 38th Open goes to the Horseshoe Syndicate with Horseshoe Mistress bred by Steve Radcliffe from Skelmersdale, 3rd UK, 44th Open for Mark Gilbert - NFC Sponsor Team with Southfield Grey bred by Mark Gilbert from Windsor, 4th UK, 61st Open for the Gorse Syndicate with High Tip bred by Arnold Tweats from Congleton, 5th & 8th UK, 92nd & 112th Open two pigeons for Tony Darling from Southampton with Hampshire Queen and Hampshire Boy, 6th UK, 93rd Open for Freedom Fighters with Freelands Vickers bred by Mr & Mrs Bill & Beryl Lewis from Kempsey, 7th UK, 96th Open for Mr & Mrs Paul Bell from Liverpool with Winter Lad, 9th UK, 140th Open for LJ Rix from Mildenhall with Mysterious Girl bred by Brian Colclough from Newmarket and then 10th UK, 153rd Open for Mr & Mrs Andy Gregson from Preston with their pigeon named Preston Prince. The UK top 10 is covered by nearly 69 minutes. It really is good to see so many United Kingdom pigeons doing well in this competition. 

Holding onto 1st Ireland, 81st Open in this category goes to Tom Cahill with his pigeon named Danny C and is now leading this competition by nearly 2 minutes and 12 seconds and has so far won 877th, 612th, 934th, 224th, 1174th, 808th, 2250th, 515th, 2010th, 2632nd, 2505th, 2457th, 1922nd, 833rd, 1309th and now 641st Open in the 16 races that count, 2nd Ireland, 86th Open for Nashers Team with Annette N bred by John Nash from Dublin who won 1st Ireland, 4th Open in the 3rd HOT SPOT RACE then 1st Ireland, 3rd Open in the 4th HOT SPOT RACE, 3rd Ireland, 114th Open for McCourt – Larkin with pigeon named Larkin, 4th Ireland, 199th Open for Cannon Lillis Lofts with their great pigeon named Carlo and bred by Jos Reilly from Dublin, which had been holding onto 1st Ireland, 1st Open in this category for seven races on the trot, 5th Ireland, 434th Open for Philip + Mark Smith  with Michaela and 6th Ireland, 541st Open for Oliver Bond Flats with The Warlord. Good to see the Irish pigeons still doing well in this competition.

The 4th HOT SPOT RACE GLOBAL NOMINATION attracted a total of 510 pigeons (40 from the UK) and there was 1,924 nominations placed and flown for in the $1, $2, $5, $10, $20, $50 and $100 categories and a total of $16,774-75c was up for grabs and there was just one UK winners as follows:- 

Mark Gilbert – NFC Sponsor Team won $1,453-50c for 31st Open with Southfield Grey bred by Mark Gilbert from Windsor. In the UNITED KINGDOM NOMINATIONS in the $1, $2, $5, $10 and $20 categories there were 28 pigeons entered and a total of 114 nominations were placed and $725-05c was paid out and there were two winners and they were as follows:- Mark Gilbert – NFC Sponsor Team with Southfield Grey bred by Mark Gilbert from Windsor which won 31st Open and $484-50c and them Team Thomas with KIrwood Jamie bred by Mike, Christine & Thomas Kirby from Asselby taking 93rd Open and winning $240-55c. Congratulations to all these winners.

Another brand new competition started on the 2nd HOT SPOT RACE and it is called the CASCADE CHALLENGE and it allows any competitor/entrant to just enter one single pigeon per syndicate for $10 and the SCMDPR will also add an extra $2,000 of prize money each time this competition is won. In the first race a total of $2,807-50c was up for grabs but was not won, so in this second race there was now a grand total of $3,861-50c up for grabs and now after three races the prize money rose to $4,932-50c. The rules are quite clear and they are that if one of these $10 entries actually wins the 1st Open position, it wins the all the allocated Prize Money. If however, there is no actual winner, then the money rolls over to the next Nomination Race and if we get to the FINAL RACE and the “POT OF GOLD” is still not won, it will then rollover to the first Nomination Race next year. Competitors and entrants can if they wish enter a different pigeon each week which will be their $10 single pigeon and try to win this very tough competition. This is going to be a really good and hard competition to win because every competitor or entrant can only enter one pigeon per syndicate. This weekend the “POT OF GOLD” winnings rose to $4,932-50c and for the third week running this competition was not won with the first single nominated pigeon winning 2nd Open for Georg Oswald from Germany with his good pigeon named Argos, which is the closest to winning so far, so this money will now automatically rollover to the 5th HOT SPOT RACE on Saturday 9th January 2010. Taking 1st UK, 31st Open was Mark Gilbert – NFC Sponsor Team with his pigeon named Southfield Grey and bred by Mark Gilbert from Windsor, 2nd UK, 224th Open for Long - McAllister – Smith Syndicate, administered by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet and with their very consistent pigeon named Charity Superstar which also won 1st UK twice in this category in the last two HOT SPOT RACE and was bred by Bruce McAllister from Furneaux Pelham, 3rd UK, 346th Open for the Magnificent Seven Syndicate with their excellent pigeon named Ocean Wave and bred by Paul Simpson from Ripon. GOOD LUCK TO ALL COMPETITORS IN THE NEXT NOMINATION RACE WHICH TAKES PLACE ON THE 5th HOT SPOT RACE ON SATURDAY 9th JANUARY 2010. 

All results are available for anybody wanting to see them by just logging onto the official state of the art Sun City Million Dollar Pigeon Race Web Site at www.scmdpr.com 

After a couple of days enjoying themselves around the lofts around Sun City another training toss TRAINING RACE 13 took place on Wednesday 6th January 2010 and a total of 3,345 pigeons from 33 different countries were officially basketed, which included 2,814 International which included 231 pigeons from the United Kingdom and 45 from Ireland, plus 531 South African pigeons and then they were all liberated at 07-30 from 81km (approx. 50 miles) with light head wind in partly cloudy conditions and a temperature of 22c (72f) and a good race was anticipated by Zandy Meyer (Race Director) and Dave van der Merwe (Loft Manager), which would be just what the pigeons wanted after the tough 4th Hot Spot Race.

CONGRATULATIONS for winning 1st Open went to Horst Zikeli from Germany with pigeon aptly named Million Dollar Lady which was clocked at 08-26-05 to record a winning velocity of 1571ypm (53mph), this pigeon has been racing steady and already won 718th, 3751st, 614th, 2728th, 3182nd, 1485th, 135th, 759th, 2617th, 2929th, 561st, 2332nd, 3095th, 3291st, 1941st, 2954th and now 1st Open in its last 17 races, 2nd Open went to Josef Huber from Germany, 3rd & 4th Open to Hok M Reijnen from Netherlands, 5th Open to JKL Syndicate from United States Of America, 6th Open to Team Germany - Helios from the Germany, 7th Open for Norman Filip from Belgium, 8th Open for the Magnificent Seven Syndicate from United Kingdom, 9th Open for Christel Malorny from Germany and 10th Open for Erik Limbourg from Belgium. It turned out to be a really truly great International result with 6 different countries being represented in the top 10 and with only 09.45 seconds between them with 31.60 seconds covering the first 50 and 51.85 seconds covering the first 100 in this result. A total of 3,042 pigeons were officially electronically recorded by 08-59, which was 33 minutes after the race winner, then 3,293 by 11-53, then the web site showed 3,308 by 14-47, then the final report of the day showed 3,323 back in the lofts by 18-19, leaving 22 still to make it back to base camp.

CONGRATULATIONS for winning 1st United Kingdom, 8th Open went to the Magnificent Seven Syndicate, with their very consistent Ocean Wave bred by Paul Simpson from Ripon and being first pigeon again and which was clocked at 08-26-25, just 8.60 seconds after the actual race winner, this pigeon has been flying well and has won 3 x 1st & 3rd, 7th & 9th UK plus 1417th, 58th, 138th, 9th, 23rd, 59th, 661st, 534th, 129th, 1678th, 1378th, 2842nd, 312th, 408th, 1166th, 346th and now 8th Open in its last 17 races, 2nd UK, 20th Open for Long – McAllister – Smith Syndicate, administered by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet and with a pigeon named Charity Superstar that has also won numerous top positions so far and bred by Bruce McAllister from Furneaux Pelham, 3rd, 10th & 17th UK, 37th, 172nd & 292nd Open three pigeons for Team Thomas with pigeons bred by Mike, Christine & Thomas Kirby from Asselby, 4th UK, 74th Open for Gallows Hill Kid with pigeon bred by Dave Murphy from Ripon, 5th UK, 98th Open for Horseshoe Syndicate with a pigeon bred by Steve Radcliffe from Skelmersdale, 6th & 18th UK, 109th & 309th two pigeons for Team Oberholster and both bred by Pieter & Kate Oberholster from Lask Edge, 7th UK, 113th Open for Slim Timmis and Snooker and bred by Slim Timmis from Newcastle, 8th & 11th UK, 114th & 179th Open two pigeons for Marchant – Baron, administered by Colin Marchant from Hemel Hempstead and with pigeons bred by Baron Brothers from Redbourne, 12th UK, 224th Open for the Gorse Syndicate with pigeon bred by Arnold Tweats from Congleton, 13th UK, 249th Open for Jean & Christof Loft and bred by Deguara & Szkolny from Thornton Heath, 14th UK, 273rd Open for Jurgen & Caroline Josch from Hailsham, 15th UK, 274th Open for MJ Wilkes & Son from Solihull, 16th UK, 291st Open for Josch & Burger with pigeon bed by Jurgen & Caroline Josch from Hailsham, 19th UK, 353rd Open for Harrow Boys 1 with a pigeon bred by Steve Buckle from Northwood and then 20th UK, 369th Open for Radcliffe and Hall with a pigeon bred by Steve Radcliffe from Skelmersdale. A total of 209 United Kingdom pigeons were electronically recorded and clocked by 08-59, then 223 by 11-53, then 228 by 14-47 and then the final report of the day showed 230 had made it back to base camp by 18-19, leaving just 1 still to return.

CONGRATULATIONS for winning 1st Ireland, 183rd Open went to Mick Feeney & Sons with their pigeon named Candy Floss and the winner was officially clocked at 08-27-36 just 91.05 seconds after the race winner and had won 2463rd, 357th, 1165th, 3305th, 1557th, 1115th, 3756th, 3654th, 756th, 2118th, 2795th, 1574th, 1490th, 473rd, 1692nd, 187th and now 183rd Open in the first 17 races,  2nd Ireland, 204th Open for McCourt – Larkin, 3rd Ireland, 321st Open for Gleeson & Lucas,  4th Ireland, 410th Open for Nashers Team, 5th Ireland, 413th Open for Cannon Lillis Lofts and then 6th Ireland, 419th Open for Philip & Mark Smith. A total of 42 Irish pigeons were electronically recorded by 08-59, 43 by 11-53, 44 by 14-47 and finally all 45 of them by 18-19.

SUN CITY OVERALL AVERAGES carries $5,000, $3,000 and a $2,000 cash prize for the first three pigeons in this category but only No. 1 pigeons or pigeons fully paid for before the first official Training Race are eligible to win the actual prize money. Now after 17 official races that count have taken place the web site shows the following:- 1st Open goes to Team Waldeck with their very consistent pigeon named Dancers Choice and representing Germany, which has now won 124th, 267th, 1655th, 10th, 135th, 655th, 167th, 33rd, 29th, 564th, 194th, 427th, 90th, 228th, 22nd, 27th and now 1336th Open and just leads this category by 3 minutes and 32 seconds, 2nd Open for Koopman Racing Pigeons 1 from Netherlands with Sheena, 3rd Open for Wilhelm Stoll fromGermany with Jandia, 4th Open for Koopman Racing Pigeons II from Netherlands with Count Look Alive, 5th Open for Team Godau from Germany with Merima, 6th Open for Christian Steinhagen from Germany with Day by Day, 7th Open for Team Brandy from Germany with Lancaster, 8th Open for Georg Oswald from Germany with Achilles, 9th Open for Bernd Wichmann from Germany with Vinny and 10th Open for Dr Marian Piwatz from Germany with Winny. A truly International result with pigeons from 2 different countries represented in the top 10 positions with just over 49 minutes separating them all. 

Holding onto 1st UK, 26th Open in this category goes to the Magnificent Seven Syndicate with his good pigeon named Ocean Wave bred by Paul Simpson from Ripon, leading the UK by 3 minutes and 24 seconds, which has so far won 1417th, 58th, 138th, 9th, 23rd, 59th, 661st, 534th, 129th, 1678th, 1378th, 2842nd, 312th, 408th, 1166th, 346th and now 8th Open in the 17 races that count, 2nd UK, 31st Open for Horseshoe Syndicate with their pigeon named Horseshoe Mistress and bred by Steve Radcliffe from Skelmersdale, 3rd UK, 42nd Open for Mark Gilbert – NFC Sponsor Team with pigeon named Southfield Kelly bred by Mark Gilbert from Windsor, 4th UK, 66th Open for Gorse Syndicate with High Tip bred by Arnold Tweats from Congleton, 5th UK, 96th Open for Freedom Fighters with Freelands Vickers bred by Mr & Mrs Bill & Beryl Lewis from Kempsey, 6th UK, 100th Open for Mr & Mrs Paul Bell from Liverpool with Winter Lad, 7th & 8th UK, 114th & 124th Open two pigeons for Tony Darling from Southampton with Hampshire Queen and Hampshire Boy, 9th UK, 138th Open  for LJ Rix from Mildenhall with Mysterious Girl bred by Brian Colclough from Newmarket and then 10th UK, 144th Open for Mr & Mrs Andy Gregson from Preston with Preston Prince. Great to see the United Kingdom Team doing so well in this very tough International competition.

Holding onto 1st Ireland, 81st Open in this category goes to Tom Cahill with his pigeon named Danny C which currently leads by just 65 seconds which has won 877th, 612th, 934th, 224th, 1174th, 808th, 2250th, 515th, 2010th, 2632nd, 2505th, 2457th, 1922nd, 833rd, 1309th, 641st and now 599th Open in the 17 races that count, 2nd Ireland, 82nd Open for Nashers Team with Annette N, 3rd Ireland, 99th Open for McCourt – Larkin with pigeon named Larkin, 4th Ireland, 194th Open for Cannon Lillis Lofts with their great pigeon Carlo, 5th Ireland, 437th Open for Philip + Mark Smith with Michaela and then 6th Ireland, 529th Open another for Oliver Bond Flats with The Warlord. 

A few more training tosses during will take place over the next few days and then onto the HOT SPOT RACE 5 on Saturday 9th January 2010. As usual there will be a BRAND NEW MOTOR CAR for the first “ACTIVATED PIGEON” clocked, 20 x $1,000 Cash Prizes for the first 20 x “ACTIVATED PIGEONS” clocked, $2,000 Cash Prize for best 2-BIRD AVERAGE, 5th Round of THE HOT SPOT ACE PIGEON AVERAGES which offer a $5,000 Cash Prize after the 5 x HOT SPOT RACES, plus it will be the 4th Round of “THE KNOCKOUT COMPETITION” which has 367 pigeons left in competing for that $25,000 Cash 1st Prize in the “FINAL RACE”. Also up for grabs in this HOT SPOT RACE will be 5 x $5,000 International Country Challenge Prizes for the first “ACTIVATED” pigeon clocked for the first five countries in this result, with only one cash prize per country. There will also be numerous more $1,000 cash prizes for other countries first “ACTIVATED” pigeons that finish in the top 250 in this race.

The remaining races in this 2009/10 SCMDPR series are as follows:- HOT SPOT RACE 5 on Saturday 9th January from 350km (218 miles), Training Race 14 on Wednesday 13th January from 50km (31 miles), Training Flight 15 on Saturday 16th January from 80km (50 miles), Training Flight 16 on Wednesday 20th January from 80km (50 miles), Training Flight 17 on Saturday 23rd January from 110km (68 miles), Training Flight 18 on Wednesday 27th January from 80km (50 miles) and then the SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR FINAL RACE on Saturday 30th January 2010 from 552km (343 miles).

GOOD LUCK TO ALL CONCERNED AND REGULAR “PRESS RELEASES”, “NEWSLETTERS” AND “UPDATES” WILL BE SENT OUT TO ALL COMPETITORS/ENTRANTS ON A WEEKLY BASIS OVER THE NEXT FEW MONTHS. ALSO WEEKLY “PRESS RELEASES” WILL BE SENT OUT TO OUR PIGEON PUBLICATIONS AND WILL ALSO BE ON OUR WEB SITE www.scmdpr.com FOR ALL TO VIEW.

This is the “FOURTEENTH YEAR” since this great International One Loft Race started and every year since day one the Organising Committee have created new competitions and this year will be no exception. The CASCADE CHALLENGE is a new $10 SINGLE NOMINATION (only 1 pigeon per syndicate can be entered each week), the winner will be the first nominated pigeon to win a NOMINATION RACE and if this does not happen it will rollover until it finally happens. This really is going to be a tough competition to win but whoever does finally win it, will walk off with BIG MONEY. 

It is worth mentioning that three brand new cars have been won by fanciers representing the United Kingdom Team in the last three years, Richard Elliott from Plymouth and Chris Gordon from Old Snydale both won new cars during the 2005/6 race series and Paul & Dave McCarthy from Wallasey won one a new car during the 2006/7 series. Also John Nash from Dublin, Ireland won a car last year in the 2008/9 race series. I am hopeful that somebody from the United Kingdom or Ireland will also win one or maybe more during the 2009/10 series. GOOD LUCK TO ALL COMPETITORS IN THE FIVE HOT SPOT RACES IN THE 2009/10 RACE SERIES.

I would also just like to notify fanciers that my weekly “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASE”, “NEWSLETTERS” and “UPDATES” can now also be seen on the following pigeon web sites:- www.iprr.co.uk    www.elimarpigeons.com   www.pigeonportal.com   www.pigeonglobe.co.uk   www.cyberpigeon.co.uk   www.pigeonbasics.com  www.pigeonnetwork.com plus of course they will also be in the “”BRITISH HOMING WORLD” and “THE RACING PIGEON” for all fanciers to see and read on a weekly basis.

The race date for the 15th SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR PIGEON RACE has already been agreed and this will once again take place in Sun City, South Africa on Saturday 29th JANUARY 2011. If you are interested in participating or acting a Country Race Team Shipper, then please contact me as soon as possible on 01279-812005 and I will give you all the information you require. I have just been notified that the organisers are bringing the first intake period forward by about two weeks, so my shipping date will now take place on about the 20th MAY 2010. 

If you need anymore information regarding the 14th SCMDPR then a full International Press Release was published in the BRITISH HOMING WORLD and THE RACING PIGEON on the 2nd October 2009.

IF ANY PIGEON FANCIER IN THE UNITED KINGDOM OR IRELAND WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE MY WEEKLY “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASES”, “NEWSLETTERS” AND “UPDATES” BY EMAIL, THEN ALL THEY HAVE TO DO IS EMAIL ME THEIR ACTUAL CURRENT EMAIL ADDRESS AND I WILL FORWARD THEM ALL THE INFORMATION BY EMAIL ON A REGULAR BASIS. 

These International Press Releases take me hours of time to collate the information and then write them up and I know by the response I get from fanciers literally all over the world that they really do enjoy reading them, however unfortunately it is not possible to mention every competitor in each race as I am sure most of you are aware and accept but anybody anywhere in the world can log onto to a state of the art web site www.scmdpr.com and follow the weekly reports on each Training Race and Hot Spot Race at your leisure. This web site is without doubt the most informative, up to date and best presented one loft race web site anywhere in the world, just take a few minutes to log on and I am sure you will agree.

***ACTIVATIONS” Any fancier/entrant that has pigeons entered into this race and has not yet “ACTIVATED” their Reserve Pigeon/s can do so at any time. All they have to do is call the person that shipped their pigeons for them and give them the name of the pigeon or pigeons and the UK code number/s. Once “ACTIVATED” they will then be eligible to compete for prize money and cars in the remaining HOT SPOT RACES and of course the “FINAL RACE”. Entrants only have 7 days after the 5th HOT SPOT RACE to “ACTIVATE” their Reserve Pigeon/s, otherwise these will then be offered to any person that wishes to purchase them for $1,000. Any prize money won by any of these pigeons will go to the person that “ACTIVATED” and paid for them, with the original breeder getting nothing. Surely if they were good enough to send out to compete in the race, then surely they must be worth purchasing. PLEASE DO NOT TAKE A CHANCE OF BEING CAUGHT OUT, IT COULD COST YOU A MASSIVE AMOUNT OF MONEY. Every year some of these “UN-ACTIVATED” pigeons score in the “FINAL RACE”, please sure it is not one of yours. In fact a few years ago an “UN-ACTVATED” pigeon actually won 1st OPEN and should have won $200,000 but because it was “NOT-ACTIVATED” the prize money went to 2nd OPEN. PLEASE DO NOT LET THIS HAPPEN TO YOU!

WHY NOY JOIN IN THE FUN AND BE PART OF THE UNITED KINGDOM NATIONAL RACE TEAM AND FLY THE FLAG WITH PRIDE FOR THE UNITED KINGDOM IN THIS PRESTIGIOUS PIGEON RACE?

***PURCHASE OF ANY OF THE UN-ACTIVATED PIGEONS*** These unsold pigeons will be listed on the SCMDPR web site www.scmdpr.com for all to see and study their results from Monday 18th January 2010. Most of these unsold pigeons will have flown every training toss and race over the 2009/10 race series and many will have won prizes. Any that are listed can be purchased for $1,000 each (about £650 sterling) and flown under your name or syndicate name. Any prize money won in the FINAL RACE will then go to the new purchaser. If you fancy a little gamble and being part of the 14th SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR PIGEON RACE just call me today on 01279-812005 and I will do my best to purchase the pigeon or pigeons of your choice. Many of these pigeons that the original owners have not ACTIVATED in past FINAL RACES have then gone on and won major cash prizes in these FINAL RACES, including 2 x 2nd OPEN winners for UK fanciers and winning $120,000 (approx. £77,500) each. Also about 3 years ago a Dutch pigeon was offered for sale and nobody in the world purchased it and guess what happened, it went on and won 1st OPEN and should have won $200,000 (approx. £130,000) but because it had not been ACTIVATED, this prize money went to the pigeon that won 2nd OPEN. So it just goes to show, if they have got this far, whatever their performances, then any of them can win it. IT COULD BE THE BEST GAMBLE OF YOUR LIFE AND START 2010 WITH A REALLY BIG BANG! ONE THING IS FOR SURE, IF YOU ARE NOT IN IT, THEN YOU CERTAINLY CAN’T WIN IT!

If you have any questions or queries about any aspect of the SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR PIGEON RACE, then please contact me on 01279-812005 and I will do my best to answer any of your questions or queries about this great race to the best of my knowledge. 

Paul Smith. 

United Kingdom Race Team Shipper for The 14th Sun City Million Dollar (The Greatest Pigeon Race In The World), which is due to be held in Sun City Resort, South Africa on Saturday 30th January 2010.

Regency Lofts Limited, “Five Pennies”, High Lane, Stansted Mountfitchet, Essex. CM24 8LQ. England. Telephone/Facsimile:- 01279-812005 (Int. Code:- +44-1279-812005).

Mobile:- 07860-568216. Email:- reglofts@aol.com SCMDPR Web Site:- www.scmdpr.com 

