    “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASE”

         REPORT 4th HOT SPOT RACE

  (IRISH FANCIER WINS A BRAND NEW CAR)

 (9 DIFFERENT COUNTRIES IN THE TOP 10)

                              &

               15th TRAINING RACE

                             in                                                                                                                        

   THE 13th SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR

 (THE RACE WITH THE PROVEN TRACK RECORD)
  (THE GREATEST PIGEON RACE IN THE WORLD)

WHICH IS DUE TO BE HELD IN SUN CITY, SOUTH AFRICA ON                      SATURDAY 31st JANUARY 2009.       

After numerous weeks of shorter training tosses and Saturday and Wednesday races it was time for the sixteenth official race which was also the 4th HOT SPOT RACE and a total of 3,636 pigeons were basketed including 398 from the United Kingdom and 41 from Ireland. This total was made up by 2,889 International pigeons and 747 South African pigeons and this would be the pigeons toughest test so far. The convoy were all then liberated at 05-25 on Tuesday 30th December 2008 from 311km (approx. 193 miles), with a light tail wind, in fine and clear conditions with a temperature of 25c (77f) rising to 29c (84f) by 10.00 and the temperature rising later in the day to 34c (93f) and a fairly fast race was anticipated by Zandy Meyer the Race Director and Andre Van Wyk the new Loft Manager. 

CONGRATULATIONS in this sixteenth official race and also the 4th Hot Spot Race for winning 1st Open went to Nashers Team from Ireland with their consistent pigeon named Annette which was clocked at 08.42.28.55 to record a velocity of 1725ypm (59mph), 2nd Open for Untiedt – Hufnagel from Germany, 3rd Open Team Die Zernsdorfer from Germany, 4th Open Wouters Family from Belgium, 5th Open Myrtle Lofts – Evans + Walker from the United Kingdom, 6th Open Porsmose – Engel from Denmark, 7th Open SA Masters from South Africa, 8th Open Hok M. Reijnen from the Netherlands with the same pigeon that won 1st Open in the 2nd Hot Spot Race, plus winning a new car, 9th Open Lion Gate Lofts Ltd from United States Of America and then 10th Open for City Brothers Lofts Malta representing Malta. What a fantastic international race this turned out to be with 9 different countries represented in the top 10 and only split by 23.83 seconds with the top 50 being clocked within 155.66 seconds of the winner. It was interesting to note that in fact 13 different countries were represented in the top 50 in this great race. A total of 1,880 pigeons were clocked by 09.15 which was only 33 minutes after the actual race winner. As usual updates continued throughout the day and the web site showed 2,645 clocked by 10.06, then 2,944 by 11.16 and then 3,060 by 11.43. Later updates showed 3,120 by 12.17 then 3,304 by 17.26 and 3,365 by 19.24 leaving 271 still to return to the lofts. The first update on Wednesday morning showed that 3,465 had returned by 08.36, then 3,485 by 10-28 and finally 3,493 by 18.15, leaving just 143 to return to the lofts. Another outstanding race with 96.067% overall returns.

It should be mentioned that all the race team staff are dedicated to keep all competitors/entrants informed regarding the race returns and that is why the race results is continually updated on the actual race date and usually right up to the end of the second day on any race. We believe that you should all be able to log in and find out if your pigeon or pigeons have returned and at the same time be able to follow all the competitions and classifications that are running throughout the 2008/9 race series. All you have to do is log onto www.scmdpr.com  KEEP UP THE GREAT WORKS GUYS AND GIRLS, YOU REALLY ARE DOING A FANTASTIC JOB.

A BRAND NEW MOTOR CAR for the 4th HOT SPOT RACE and an early Christmas Present goes to Nashers Team from Ireland with pigeon named Annette, which was bred by John Nash and won the coveted 1st OPEN position. WHAT A GREAT WAY FOR JOHN NASH TO FINISH THE YEAR OF 2008?

THE 10 x HOT SPOT $1,000 CASH PRIZES were all taken by pigeons in the first ten pigeons in the Open results mentioned above and so all win one of the $1,000 Cash Hot Spot Prizes. YOU COULD GET CAUGHT OUT BY “NOT ACTIVATING” YOUR RESERVE PIGEONS. THIS HAS HAPPENED 10 TIMES IN THE FIRST HOT SPOT RACE IN THIS CURRENT 2008/9 RACE SERIES. PLEASE DO NOT TAKE A CHANCE ON THE 5th HOT SPOT RACE THAT IS COMING UP ON THE 10th JANUARY 2909.   

HOT SPOT 2-BIRD AVERAGES AND A $2,000 CASH PRIZE goes to 1st Open for Team Die Zernsdorfer from Germany with pigeons named Flying Angel Three and Blue Diamond 4. Only three different countries are represented in the top 10. Holding onto 1st UK, 8th Open goes to Clive Yates, MNFC Sponsor Team with Pikachu and Yu Gi Oh both bred by Clive Yates from Tamworth, 2nd UK, 16th Open for the Paul Smith Syndicate from Stansted MOuntfitchet with African Mission and African Mistress both bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon, 3rd UK, 21st Open for Team Thomas with Kirwood Number 16 and Kirwood Number 17 both bred by Mark, Christine & Thomas Kirby from Asselby, 4th UK, 22nd Open for the Wallasey Superstars Syndicate, administered by Paul Smith of Stansted Mountfitchet with Wallasey Loch and Wallasey Crisp both bred by Dave & Paul McCarthy from Wallasey, 5th UK, 34th Open for Sunny Lofts with Ripspeed and Monarch both bred by Alister Hogg from Winchburgh, 6th UK, 54th Open for Marshall and Son from Whitley Bay with Blue Diamond 2 and Mucking Fajic, 7th UK, 59th Open for Rippon Rippers with Ripon Reliable 2 and Ripon Witness both bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge, 8th UK, 77th Open for the Lucky Devils Syndicate administered by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet and two pigeon bred by Les Parkinson from Middlewich, 9th UK, 82nd Open for Myrtle Lofts – Evans + Walker from Snaith with Myrtle Keepsake and Myrtle Elegance and 10th UK, 90th Open for Aspirate Ad Astra with Obi Luixa Mahthildis and Obi Lulu both bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge. Another 11 UK competitors in the top 197 in this classification. Holding onto 1st Ireland, 25th Open goes to Liam O’Griogtin with pigeons named Sean Og and Padraig, 2nd Ireland, 80th Open for Patsy Ryan with Tipperary Mary and Biship and 3rd Ireland, 108th Open for Billy Wallace with Helen 2 and Denise.

HOT SPOT ACE PIGEON AVERAGE WHICH OFFERS A $5,000 CASH PRIZE AFTER ALL 5 RACES is currently standing as follows after four official races:- 1st Open is held by Westkilvers Dream which is owned Team Moeller – Kremser from Germany and is leading tis classification by nearly 4 minutes, 2nd Open is Syndicate Lofts UK with Syndicate Devil Woman bred by Peter Fox from Bangor, United Kingdom, 3rd Open for Nied owned by Kohler – Weitstreckenclub from Germany, 4th Open for Try Me owned by Neill O’Brian from Ireland, 5th Open is Last Gasp owned by Team Goldener Grund from Germany, 6th Open for Butterscotch owned by Eendracht Schilde from Belgium, 7th Open  for Mr X owned by Peeters – Huybregts from Netherlands, 8th Open for Kirwood Number 16 owned by Mark, Christine & Thomas Kirby from Asselby, United Kingdom, 9th Open for Back In The USSR for Filip Norman from Belgium who won 1st Open in the Final Race in the 2008 SCMDPR and then 10th Open for Wallasey Loch bred by Dave & Paul McCarthy from Wallasey and entered under the name Wallasey Superstars Syndicate, which is administered by Paul Smith of Stansted Mountfitchet. Another 13 UK pigeons are currently in the top 98 in this classification and all of these are within 30 minutes of the actual leader, which actually makes 16 UK pigeons doing exceptionally well in this great competition. The Irish Team also have another 4 pigeons in the top 180 in this classification. 

CONGRATULATIONS for winning 1st UK, 5th Open for Myrtle Loft – Evans + Walker with pigeon named Myrtle Keepsake which was bred by Mark & Dickie Evans from Snaith, they originally entered 6 pigeons and still had 5 that were sent to this race, excellent flying guys. Then 2nd UK, 11th Open for Murphys Mob with Roundtree 2 and bred by John Murphy from Willoughby Waterleys, 3rd UK, 22nd Open for Team Thomas with Kirwood Number 16 and bred by Mark, Christine & Thomas Kirby from Asselby whose pigeons have already scored numerous times during this race series, 4th UK, 26th Open for Clive Yates, MNFC Sponsor Team with Pikachu and bred by Clive Yates from Tamworth, 5th UK, 31st Open for The Scrapyard Stumppers with Lauras Bow and bred by Bob Bestwick from Leek, 6th UK, 54th Open for Max Wilkes & Son from Solihull with Diamond Kees Coy which has been flying exceptionally well throughout this race series, Max entered 6 pigeons into the race and all 6 were basketed for this race, a truly remarkable feat, 7th UK, 64th Open for Rippon Rippers with Ripon Reliable 2 and bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge whose pigeons have also been performing very well, 8th UK, 113th Open for Syndicate Lofts UK with Syndicate Devil Woman and bred by Peter Fox from Bangor, this pigeon has also scored quite a few times, 9th UK, 135th Open for the Paul Smith Syndicate from Stansted Mountfitchet with African Class bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon whose pigeons have also put up some very creditable performances in earlier races, 10th UK, 137th Open for The Three Tom-Boggies with Connor bred by Mr/Mrs. S. Medlock from Romford, 11th UK, 144th Open for Churchill Lofts with Churchill Bertha and bred by Dudley Brothers from Stoke-On-Trent, 12th & 13th UK, went to the Wallasey Superstars Syndicate, administered by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet and with Wallasey Cream and Wallasey Trouper both being bred by Dave & Paul McCarthy from Wallasey who have bred some great pigeons in past races including a car winner, 14th UK, 154th Open for Alamanda Syndicate with Top Brass Lass bred by John Turner from Rochdale and then 15th UK, 160th Open for Aspirate Ad Astra with Obi Belona and bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge. Another 5 UK pigeons clocked in the top 201 and 50 being clocked in the top 527 in this result. The first web site result showed 196 UK pigeons clocked by 09.15, then 273 by 10.06, then 317 by 11.16 and 330 by 11.43. Later updates showed 331 by 12.17 and then 355 by 17-26, then 364 by 19.24 leaving 34 still to return to the lofts. The first update on Wednesday morning showed 373 had returned by 08.36, then 375 by 10.28 with no more before darkness fell, leaving 23 pigeons still to return to the lofts and this resulted in a 94.22% return rate.

REGIONAL NOMINATIONS OF $2, $5 & $10 for the UK in this 4th Hot Spot Race resulted in 46 pigeons being entered and 151 nominations and was won by the following competitors:- Aspirate Ad Astra with Obi Belona taking 160th Open and bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge wins $38.25c, Roger Sutton from Astbury with Astbury Laura took 284th Open and wins $229.50c, Moonstone Lofts with Moonstone Enigma bred by D. Gruzelier from Ravenstone took 356th Open and won $38.25c, Gorse Syndicate with Marvel bred by RP Tweats from Astbury took 551st Open and won $66.30c and lastly Kirkland & Adams, NFC Sponsor Team with Longsdon Holly bred by Geoff Kirkland from Stoke-On-Trent took 574th Open and won $97.75c.  
GLOBAL NOMINATIONS OF $1, $2, $5, $10, $20, $50 & $100 in this 4th Hot Spot Race once again attracted a lot of interest and really did well and actually showed 483 pigeons being entered, with 1,761 nominations and this included 64 pigeons from the United Kingdom and this resulted in a total of $19,154.75c being flown for and United Kingdom fanciers only won the following:- Aspirate Ad Astra with Obi Belona bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge took 160th Open and won $303.45c with all the money available in this race being taken by 243rd Open.

CONGRATULATIONS for taking 1st Ireland, 1st Open went to Nashers Team with pigeon named Annette and bred by John Nash which was clocked at 08.42.28.55, this pigeon had previously won 2,881 in Hot Spot 1, 127th in Hot Spot 2, 58th in Hot Spot 3 and now 1st Open in Hot Spot 4. It was great to get Gerry McCourt who acts as the Irish Race Team Shipper out of his bed to tell him of this great success that this pigeon had just won the Brand New Motor Car plus a $1,000 Hot Spot Cash Prize. Then 2nd Ireland, 120th Open for Liam O’Griogtin with Sean Og, 3rd Ireland, 155th Open for Neill O’Brian with Try Me and bred by Gerry McCourt which has also carded quite a few times in earlier races, 4th Ireland, 245th Open for Bernard Smyth with Diego, 5th Ireland, 328th Open for Cannon Lillis Lofts with Dora bred by Jos Reilly and then 6th Ireland, 355th Open for Patsy Ryan with Tipperary Mary. The first web site result showed 22 Irish pigeons clocked by 09.15, then 32 clocked by 10.06, then 34 by 11.43 and no more had homed by 17.26 with 36 making it back on the day by 19.24. The first update on Wednesday morning showed 38 Irish pigeons had returned back to the lofts by 08.36 with no more making it back to the lofts by nightfall, leaving 3 still to make it back to the lofts and this resulted in a 92.68% return rate.

It was very nice to receive a telephone call later in the day from John Nash thanking me for getting the message to him that he had won 1st Ireland, 1st Open, plus a brand new motor car and of course $1,000 cash Hot Spot Prize. He told me that this pigeon was from a son of Johnny Boy from Kees Bosua and that the father had been purchased from Mark Evans, Heart of England Auctions for just £60 as a yearling. Another pigeon with similar bloodlines had also won a big race in Ireland earlier this year. WHAT A FANTASTIC EARLY CHRISTMAS PRESENT FOR THIS FANCIER.

SUN CITY OVERALL GRAND AVERAGES WHICH OFFERS A 1st PRIZE OF $10,000,

2nd PRIZE OF $5,000 and a 3rd PRIZE OF $2,000 (these prizes can only be won by pigeons that were actually ACTIVATED prior to the 1st Hot Spot Race). Results after sixteen official races have been flown are as follows:- 1st Open goes to A Sikora – G Selter from Germany with their pigeon named Hetti which now is leading this classification by 13 minutes and pushes the pigeon named Pararazzi owned by Koopmann Racing Pigeons into 2nd positions after holding onto the No. 1 spot for the last 8 races. It was interesting to note that in fact six different countries are represented in the top 10 and these are actually covered by 40 minutes. Holding onto 1st UK, 16th Open goes to Syndicate Lofts UK with their Syndicate Devil Woman, bred by Peter Fox from Bangor, 2nd UK, 18th Open for Jurgen & Caroline Josch from Hailsham with Goodwood, 3rd UK, 27th Open for Yew Tree Lofts with Slash bred by George Pendleton from Ormskirk, 4th UK, 41st Open for Van Vaizeys with Ovett bred by A. Webb & Son from Hampshire, 5th UK, 47th Open for Southern & McCrudden from Skelmersdale with Misty Blue, 6th UK, 55th Open for Rippon Rippers with Ripon Witness and bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge, 7th UK, 58th Open for the Paul Smith Syndicate from Stansted Mountfitchet with African Wizard bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon, 8th UK, 62nd Open for Team Thomas with Kirwood Number 16 and bred by Mark, Christine & Thomas Kirby from Asselby, 9th UK, 72nd Open another for the Paul Smith Syndicate with African Mission and also bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon, 10th UK, 77th Open for Darren Peters from East Heckington with Fenlands 16,

11th UK, 78th Open for the Wallasey Superstars Syndicate administered by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet with Wallasey Cream bred by Dave & Paul McCarthy from Wallasey and 12th UK, 81st Open for Moonstone Lofts with Moonstone Popster bred by D. Gruzelier from Ravenstone. Another 4 UK pigeons in the top 171 in this classification. Holding onto 1st Ireland, 22nd Open goes to Neill O’Brian with pigeon named Try Me which has now held onto this top spot for the last 5 races on the trot, 2nd Ireland, 123rd Open goes to the Irish Race Team Shipper, Gerry McCourt with Adam 4, 3rd Ireland, 146th Open for Nashers Team with Annette, 4th Ireland, 151st Open for Luigi Forte with Kanio and then 5th Ireland, 162nd Open for Lucas Lofts with Junior 0.   

THE KNOCKOUT COMPETITION started on the 2nd Hot Spot Race on Saturday 29th November and I can now confirm that the revised number of 2,739 pigeons were entered and this total is made up from 2,278 International and 461 South African pigeons and within these numbers are also 341 from the United Kingdom and 40 from Ireland. This classification has five rounds (Hot Spot Races 2, 3, 4 & 5 and the Final Race) but only PIGEONS THAT ARE ACTIVATED AND PAID FOR BEFORE TO THE 1st HOT SPOT RACE which took place on Saturday 22nd November are eligible to compete for the $25,000 (approx. £17,250) 1st Prize. This is just another reason to have all your pigeons ACTIVATED before the 1st Hot Spot Race took place. Should any Hot Spot Race be cancelled one of the Training Races prior to the Final Race will be used to calculate the next round’s pigeons. Pigeons that are knocked out of this competition will still compete in all the other competitions that take place in the run up to the Final Race. KNOCKOUT ROUND 1 takes place on the 2nd Hot Spot Race on Saturday 29th November when 1,781 (65%) of the entered pigeons returning from that race will move into the next round. KNOCKOUT ROUND 2 will take place on the 3rd Hot Spot Race on Saturday 13th December when 980 (55%) of the entered pigeons returning from that race will move forward into the next round. KNOCKOUT ROUND 3 takes place on the 4th Hot Spot Race which will now be held on Tuesday 30th December when 343 (35%) of the entered pigeons returning from that race will move forward into the next round. KNOCKOUT ROUND 4 takes place on the 5th Hot Spot Race on Saturday 10th January when only 69 (20%) of the returning pigeons from that race will move forward into the next round. The KNOCKOUT FINAL ROUND will take place in the SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR FINAL RACE on Saturday 31st January 2009 from 552km (approx. 343 miles), with the first of the 69 remaining KNOCKOUT PIGEONS that is clocked will walk away with “THE POT OF GOLD” and the $25,000 (approx. £17,250) 1st Prize. GOOD LUCK TO EVERYBODY THAT HAS PIGEONS ENTERED IN THIS INTERESTING COMPETITION. It was also interesting to see that 299 more pigeons were actually entered into this competition than for the 2007/8 race series.

It can be reveal that from the 980 (55%) that went through in Round 2, this total was made up of 821 International, 159 South African, with 118 from the United Kingdom and 12 from Ireland which now go through to Round 3 that takes place on the 4th Hot Spot Race which is now going to be held on Tuesday 30th December from 311km (193 miles) when this total will be reduced down to 343 (20%). This result has now been posted on the Sun City web site and the 343 remaining pigeons left in this classification are as follows:- 287 International, 56 South African, 39 from United Kingdom and 5 from Ireland. GOOD LUICK TO ALL THOSE THAT HAVE A PIGEON OR PIGEONS STILL IN THE RUNNING. The 5th Hot Spot Race will see this total of 343 reduced to 69 gallant pigeon which will then compete for the $25,000 in the Final Race with first one clocked to win this major cash prize.

The 39 UK pigeons that are still in this classification are as entered as follows:- Eric for Easy Company Syndicate, Monarch and Ripspeed for Sunny Lofts, Dirksprungtechnique for Frozen Porridge, Still Trying for SJD Syndicate, Connor for The Three Tom-Boggies, Syndicate Devil Woman for Syndicate Lofts UK, Wallasey Trouper, Wallasey Cream, Wallasey Loch, Wallasey Charm and Wallasey Squire for the Wallasey Superstars, African Grace, African Wizard and African Pacesetter for the Paul Smith Syndicate, Paddywak for The Pet Shop Boys & Girls, Blue Diamond 2 for Marshall & Son, Brian’s Choice for Marchant – Chitty Brothers, Rockman’s Mandy for Wilkes & Partner, Myrtle Keepsake for Myrtle Lofts – Evans + Walker, Red Snoz for Redwok Syndicate, Longsdon Holly for Kirkland and Adams, NFC Sponsor Team, Obi Donagh Swahildur for Aspirate Ad Astra, Read Dragon, Kirwood Number 14, Kirwood Number 10 and Kirwood Number 16  for Team Thomas, Forest Fern for The New Forest Syndicate, Bordon Travler for Bordon Lofts, Scooby Do for Yew Tree Lofts, Decoter 3 for Nev Proctor, Fenlands 7 and Fenlands 16 for Darren Peters, Moonstone Enigma and Moonstone Monkey for Moonstone Lofts, Yu Gi Oh and Pikachu for Clive Yates, MNFC Sponsor Team and lastly Dick Dock for The Nuneaton Nutters. The Irish Team still have 5 pigeons in the running and they are Annette for Nashers Team, Try Me for Neill O’Brian, Padraig for Liam O’Griogtin, Tipperary Mary for Patsy Ryan and lastly Helen 2 for Billy Wallace. GOOD LUCK TO ALL THESE IN THE NEXT ROUND.

Training Race 15 took place on Saturday 3rd January 2009 from 121km (75 miles) and a total of 3,500 pigeons were basketed, which included 2,782 International and 718 South African entries with 375 UK and 38 Irish pigeons in this convoy. They were all liberated at 06-40 with overcast and cool conditions, little to no wind and a temperature of 24c (75f) at liberation and a good race was anticipated by everybody concerned.

CONGRATULATIONS for 1st Open goes to Dave Clausing from United States Of America with pigeon named Dana C (named after his wife) which was clocked at 08.03.29 to record a velocity of 1590ypm (54mph), what a great way to start the New Year? Dave is also a past 1st Open winner in the Final Race a few years ago. 2nd Open for Team Ellenbroek – Seelen from Netherlands, 3rd Open for Fahad M Al-Watry from Kuwait, 4th Open for Harry and Dave E from South Africa, 5th Open for Fernando Alvarez from Mexico, 6th Open for Christoph Spieker from Germany, 7th Open for Joesch – Burger – Rossouw from the United Kingdom, 8th Open for Nova Club from Belgium, 9th Open for Aspirate Ad Astra fron the United Kingdom and 10th Open for Blue Lofts Australia from Australia. Yet another fantastic international result with 8 different countries represented in the top 10 and all were clocked within 23.55 seconds of the winner with the top 50 being separated by only 90.47 seconds. The first result on the web site showed 2,089 pigeons clocked by 08.09 and then 3,362 by 09.09 and then 3,404 by 09.25. A later update showed 3,431 by 13.06 and by nightfall at 19.43 a total of 3,440 had returned leaving 60 still to make it back to base camp. First report on Sunday showed 3,457 home by 09,00 and then 3,462 by 12.53. The Monday check showed 3,473 in the lofts which meant 27 were still missing.

CONGRATULATIONS for taking 1st UK, 7th Open goes to Joesch – Burger – Rossouw with pigeon named Newmarket which was clocked at 08.03.48 just 19.20 seconds after the actual racer winner and was bred by that very charming couple Jurgen & Caroline Josch from Hailsham who entered 9 pigeons in this syndicate and still have 8 in the lofts after this race, which is an exceptional performance in a race of this class. 2nd UK, 9th Open for Aspirate Ad Astra with Obi Dalibor bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge, this pigeon has also scored numerous times and has won nominations in quite a few races in this series, 3rd UK, 18th Open goes to Darren Peters from East Heckington with Fenlands 3, this fancier has also put up some outstanding performances in this series, 4th UK, 75th Open another for Aspirate Ad Astra with Obi Duilius bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge, 5th UK, 107th Open for Syndicate Lofts UK with Syndicate Scarlet bred by Peter Fox from Bangor, 6th UK, 112th Open goes to Tumley Lofts with Tls Marathon bred by Derek Cook & Family from Beaworthy, another pigeon sent out won 1st UK, 3rd Open & $1,000 in the 3rd Hot Spot Race, 7th UK, 122nd Open another for Darren Peters from East Heckington with Fenlands 14, 8th UK, 128th Open for The Nuneaton Nutters with Alfie bred by John Porter from Aintree whose pigeons had already won quite a ew positions in this series, 9th UK, 132nd Open for Emerald Classic with Emerald Isle bred by John Boyd from Ballyclare, this pigeon won 1st Uk, 28th Open in Training Race 14, 10th UK, 158th Open for The New Forest Syndicate with Guido bred by Mr & Mrs Derek Boyes from Holbury, who has always flown a consistent pigeon in past years, 11th UK, 161st Open for the Paul Smith Syndicate from Stansted Mountfitchet with African Wizard bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon, this pigeon has also scored numerous times in this series, 12th UK, 164th Open for the Wallasey Superstars Syndicate administered by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet with pigeon named Wallasey Luna bred by Dave & Paul McCarthy from Wallasey who also bred a car winner in a Hot Spot Race in the 2006/7 series, 13th UK, 182nd Open a third pigeon for Darren Peters from East Heckington with Fenlands 16 which has already won numerous top prizes and cash in the nomination races, 14th UK, 231st Open for Common View Lofts with Welsh Trooper bred by John Cooper from Pontypridd and the 15th UK, 260th Open another for the Wallasey Superstars Syndicate with Wallasey Gucci bred by Dave & Paul McCarthy. The top 50 UK pigeons all took positions in the top 653 in this race. The first web site result showed 208 pigeons clocked by 08.09, then 358 by 09.09 and then 364 by 09.25. A later update showed 368 UK pigeons home by 13.06 and no more on the day, leaving just 7 still to return to the lofts. First report on Sunday showed 369 home by 09,00 and then 369 by 12.53. The Monday check showed 370 pigeons home, leaving 5 still to make it.

CONGRATULATIONS for taking 1st Ireland, 16th Open goes to Lucas Lofts with their great pigeon named Junior O which was clocked at 08.04.19 just 50 seconds behind the actual race winner, this pigeon has flown exceptionally well throughout this race series2nd Ireland, 82nd Open went to the Irish Race Team Shipper Gerry McCourt with Adam 4, 3rd Ireland 135th Open for Cooley Brother with Popeye The Boy and 4th Ireland, 166th Open for Nashers Team with Annette the same pigeon that won 1st Open in the last race and a Brand New Car. All these four pigeons have won country prizes earlier on in this race series. The first race result on the web site showed 23 Irish pigeons clocked by 08.09 and then the next at 09.09 showed all 38 entries had been officially clocked.

REGIONAL NOMINATIONS OF $2, $5 & $10 for the UK in this Training Race 15 resulted in 17 pigeons being entered and with 54 nominations was won by the following competitors:- 9th Open Aspirate Ad Astra with Obi Dalibor bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge wins $148.75c and 268th Open for Team Thomas with Kirwood Number 16 bred by Mark, Christine & Thomas Kirby from Asselby. 

GLOBAL NOMINATIONS OF $1, $2, $5, $10, $20, $50 & $100 in this Training Race 15 once again attracted quite a lot of interest and actually showed a total of 244 pigeons being entered, 24 of which were UK pigeons and resulted in 803 nominations being placed and $6,057.10c being flown for and the UK winners were as follows:- 9th Open for Obi Dalibor bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge won $646-00c, 18th Open for Fenlands 3 bred by Darren Peters from East Heckington who won $2,856.00 and then 75th Open for Obi Duilius another bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge who won $136.00c. The pigeon taking 573rd position took the last lot of nominations.
SUN CITY OVERALL AVERAGES after seventeen official races are currently standing as follows:- 1st Open is currently held by A Sikora – G Selter from Germany with pigeon named Hetti which is 12 minutes in front of 2nd Open for Koopmann Racing Pigeons with his great pigeon named Paparazzi. It is interesting to see that 5 different countries are represented in the top 10 and there is 44 minutes between them. Holding onto to 1st UK, 17th Open goes to Syndicate Lofts UK with Syndicate Devil Woman bred by Peter Fox from Bangor, 2nd UK, 24th Open for Yew Tree Lofts with Slash bred by George Pendleton from Ormskirk, 3rd UK, 29th Open for Jurgen & Caroline Josch from Hailsham with Goodwood, 4th UK, 34th Open for Southern & McCrudden from Skelmersdale with Misty Blue, 5th UK, 41st Open for the Paul Smith Syndicate from Stansted Mountfitchet with African Wizard bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon, 6th UK, 53rd Open for Van Vaizeys with Ovett bred by A. Webb & Son from Hampshire, 7th UK, 55th Open for Team Thomas with Kirwood Number 16 bred by Mark, Christine & Thomas Kirby from Asselby, 8th UK, 60th Open for Rippon Rippers with Rippon Witness bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge, 9th UK, 63rd Open for Darren Peters from East Heckington with Fenlands 16, 10th UK, 85th Open for the Wallasey Superstars Syndicate administered by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet with pigeon named Wallasey Cream bred by Dave & Paul McCarthy, 11th UK, 98th Open another for the Paul Smith Syndicate with African Mission bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon and then 12th UK, 104th Open for Moonstone Lofts with Moonstone Popster bred by D. Gruzelier from Ravenstone. Another 5 UK pigeons in the top 195 in this classification. Holding onto 1st Ireland, 74th Open goes o Neill O’Brian with pigeon named Try me that has now held the 1st Ireland position for 6 races now, 2nd Ireland, 107th Open for the Irish Race Team Shipper Gerry McCourt with Adam 4, 3rd Ireland, 121st Open for Nashers Team with Annette which was the 1st Open and car winner in the 4th Hot Spot Race, 4th Ireland, 128th Open for Lucas Lofts with Junior O and then 5th Ireland, 152nd Open for Luigi Forte with Kanio.

ACTIVATION OF RESERVES:- If you still have a pigeon or pigeons “NOT-ACTIVATED” you can “ACTIVATE” these at any time. All you do is contact the Country Shipper who you sent your pigeons through and they will arrange to get your Reserve/s “ACTIVATED” before the next race. The fee for “ACTIVATION” is $1,000 per pigeon. However, if after “ACTIVATION” takes place this pigeon or pigeons get lost prior to the basketing of the Final Race and has won no Special Prize Money or Awards in the earlier races, then this money is credited in full to your ASI Account and you can either use it to purchase another Reserve Pigeon/s after the 5th Hot Spot Race and have this flying under your name in the Final Race, or leave the credit/s in your ASI Account to use in the future. PLEASE DO NOT TAKE A CHANCE BY HAVING ONE OR MORE OF YOUR PIGEONS “NOT ACTIVATED”, IT REALLY IS NOT WORTH TAKING THE RISK OF MISSING OUT ON A MAJOR CASH PRIZE OR EVEN A BRAND NEW MOTOR CAR.

After Training Race 15 took place the pigeons then had two more short training tosses before being basketed for the Training Race 16 which takes place on Wednesday 7th January from around 79km (approx. 49 miles) with a total of about 3,500 pigeons will be basketed, which should contain about 2,780 International and 720 South African pigeons, with 375 from the United Kingdom and 38 from Ireland. GOOD LUCK TO ALL COMPETITORS. 

The training and race programme will consist of daily training tosses (except Sundays) and a race every Saturday as follows, plus a few extra Wednesday races and one race now programmed for a Tuesday. The whole race programme will consist of 27 Training Races, which will include 5 x Hot Spot Races and of course the Final Race. Then we have Training Race 16 from 80km (approx. 50 miles) on Wednesday 7th January. We then have the 5th Hot Spot Race from 400km (approx. 249 miles) on Saturday 10th January with Training Race 17 from 80km (approx. 50 miles) on Wednesday 14th January and then Training Race 18 from 140km (approx. 87 miles) on Saturday 17th January. Training Race 19 will be from 80km (approx. 50 miles) on Wednesday 21st January with Training Race 20 from 140km (approx. 87 miles) on Saturday 24th January, with Training Race 21 from 80km (approx. 50 miles) to be held on Wednesday 28th January and then of course “THE FINAL RACE” on Saturday 31st January 2009 from 552km (343 miles). Of course the weather conditions will have to be right for all of these races to take place, if not they will be basketed and liberated on another day when the weather forecast is better and the Race Director’s decision will be final. The object of this great race from day one has always been to get as many pigeons to the “FINAL RACE” as possible and give all fanciers/competitors/entrants a fair chance in the “FINAL RACE”.

GOOD LUCK TO ALL CONCERNED AND REGULAR “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASES”, “NEWSLETTERS” AND “UPDATES” WILL BE SENT OUT TO ALL COMPETITORS/ENTRANTS AND SYNDICATE SHAREHOLDERS ON A WEEKLY BASIS OVER THE NEXT FEW MONTHS. ALSO WEEKLY “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASES” WILL BE SENT OUT TO OUR PIGEON PUBLICATIONS AND WILL ALSO BE ON OUR WEB SITE www.scmdpr.com FOR ALL TO VIEW.

***WHAT CAN BE WON DURING THIS 2008/9 RACE SERIES*** Prizes and awards that add up to a staggering US$1.6 Million American Dollars and these include 5 x Brand New Cars, 1 for each of the 5 Hot Spot Races, 50 x US$1,000 Hot Spot Cash Prizes, split into 10 x US$1,000 Cash Prizes for each of the 5 x Hot Spot Races, a US$5,000 Hot Spot Ace Pigeon Award for the best pigeon in these 5 races, 5 x US$5,000 Country Cash Prizes on the 5th Hot Spot Race, plus numerous other US$1,000 Cash Prizes, these prizes are for the first pigeon from each country in the result, the first five different countries take the US$5,000 prizes, then after that US$1,000 prizes. A Two Bird Average Competition and a US$2,000 Cash Prize in each of the 5 x Hot Spot Races, the Sun City Ace Pigeon Award and US$10,000 in Prize Money, split 1st US$5,000, 2nd US$3,000 and 3rd US$2,000, a US$5,000 Cash Prize for the pigeon with the best overall average in all the Training Races and Hot Spot Races, 50km or over. A Knockout Winner and US$25,000 Prize Money, which starts on the 2nd Hot Spot Race and the winner is the first one to be clocked in the “FINAL RACE” (over the past few years there has been around 30/40 pigeons still left in this competition).  Around US$160,000 (approx. £89,000) National Championship Cash Prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd Country in the “FINAL RACE”, the amount of prize money depends on how many pigeons are entered from each country but I can tell you that over US$300,000 (approx. £167,000) has been paid out in the last two years, which in itself makes it another nice little earner if you happen to strike lucky. Then in the “FINAL RACE” there are 10 magnificent gold pendants to be won and around US$900,000 American Dollars in Prize Money and 250 cash prizes being on offer. (ONLY “ACTIVATED” PIGEONS ARE ELIGIBLE TO COMPETE FOR ANY OF THESE SPECIAL CASH PRIZES OR AWARDS). PRIZE MONEY ALLOCATED TO THE 2009 “FINAL RACE” IS AS FOLLOWS:- 1st $200,000 (approx. £111,000), 2nd $120,000 (approx. £67,000), 3rd $75,000 (approx. £42,000), 4th $50,000 (approx. £28,000), 5th $25,000 (approx. £14,000), 6th $20,000 (approx. £11,000), 7th $15,000 (approx. £8,500), 8th $10,000 (approx. £5,500), 9th $9,000 (approx. £5,000), 10th $8,000 (approx. £4,500), 11th/15th $5,500 each (approx. £3,100), 16th/20th $4,500 each (approx. £2,500), 21st/30th $3,500 each (approx. £2,000), 31st/50th $2,500 each (approx. £1,400), 51st/75th $2,000 each (approx. £1,100), 76th/100th $1,500 each (approx. £830), 101st/150th $1,250 each (approx. £700), 151st/200th $1,000 each (approx. £555), 201st/250th $500 each (approx. £280). (Subject to terms and conditions of entry).

It is worth mentioning that three brand new cars have been won by fanciers representing the United Kingdom Team in the last three years, Richard Elliott and Chris Gordon both won new cars during the 2005/6 race series and Paul & Dave McCarthy won one a new car during the 2006/7 series. I am hopeful that somebody from the United Kingdom will also win one or maybe more during the 2008/9 series. GOOD LUCK TO ALL COMPETITORS.

I would also just like to notify fanciers that my weekly “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASE”, “NEWSLETTERS” and “UPDATES” can now also be seen on the following pigeon web sites:- www.iprr.co.uk    www.elimarpigeons.com www.pigeonportal.com   www.pigeonglobe.co.uk   www.cyberpigeon.co.uk   www.pigeonbasics.com www.pigeonnetwork.com www.pigeonnetwork.com plus of course they will also be in the “”BRITISH HOMING WORLD” and “THE RACING PIGEON” for all to see.

The race date for the 14th SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR PIGEON RACE has already been agreed and this will once again take place in Sun City, South Africa on Saturday 30th January 2010. If you are interested in participating or acting a Country Race Team Shipper, then please contact me as soon as possible on 01279-812005 and I will give you all the information you require. I have just been notified that the organisers are bringing the first intake period forward by about two weeks, so this will now take place between 2nd May and the 24th May 2009.

If you are considering entering some of your top class pigeons either under your own name or a syndicate name into the 14th Sun City Million Dollar Pigeon Race, then all you currently need to do is call me on 01279-812005 and ask me to put you on my mailing list, I will then keep you up to date with everything you need to know about entering this fantastic international pigeon race.  

If you have any questions about any aspect of the SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR PIGEON RACE, then please contact me on 01279-812005 and I will do my best to answer any of your questions or queries.

IF ANY PIGEON FANCIER IN THE UNITED KINGDOM WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE MY WEEKLY “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASES”, “NEWSLETTERS” AND “UPDATES” BY EMAIL, THEN ALL THEY HAVE TO DO IS EMAIL ME THEIR ACTUAL EMAIL ADDRESS AND I WILL FORWARD THEM ALL THE INFORMATION BY EMAIL ON A REGULAR BASIS. 

Why not join in the fun and be part of THE NATIONAL TEAM and “FLY THE FLAG FOR THE UNITED KINGDOM”?

Paul Smith. 

United Kingdom Race Team Shipper for The 13th Sun City Million Dollar (The Greatest Pigeon Race In The World), which is due to be held in Sun City Resort, South Africa on Saturday 31st January 2009.

Regency Lofts Limited, “Five Pennies”, High Lane, Stansted Mountfitchet, Essex. CM24 8LQ. England. Telephone/Facsimile:- 01279-812005 (Int. Code:- +44-1279-812005).

Mobile:- 07860-568216. Email:- reglofts@aol.com SCMDPR Web Site:- www.scmdpr.com 

