     “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASE”

                       REPORT ON 

                5th HOT SPOT RACE

                               &      

               14th TRAINING RACE

                               in                                                                                                                        

   THE 14th SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR

 (THE RACE WITH THE PROVEN TRACK RECORD)
  (THE GREATEST PIGEON RACE IN THE WORLD)

    WHICH IS DUE TO BE HELD IN SUN CITY, SOUTH AFRICA ON SATURDAY 30th JANUARY 2010.       

This fantastic team of top quality pigeons bred and supplied by some of the best pigeon fanciers in the world today are gaining more and more experience as the weeks go by and now after numerous training tosses and races and they really are ready for the rest of the 2009/10 race series and these athletes of the skies are now ready to have the 5th HOT SPOT RACE which took place on Saturday 9th January from near Bultfontein a distance of 341km (approx. 212 miles) and a total of 3,334 pigeons from 33 different countries  were basketed and this figure included 2,806 International pigeons and included in this figure are 232 from the United Kingdom and 45 from Ireland plus 528 South African pigeons. This convoy were liberated at 05-30 with a light head wind and partly cloudy conditions and a temperature of 22c (72f) rising steadily throughout the day to about 30c (88f) and even hotter in Sun City later in the day with the possibility of the odd scattered thunderstorm later in the day and a good steady 5 hour race around the 43mph mark was anticipated by Zandy Meyer (Race Director) and Dave van der Merwe (Loft Manager) and an estimated time of arrival would be about 10-30. It was interesting to note by looking at past race results records that entries in the 5th HOT SPOT RACE in the 2008/9 race series it was 3,459 pigeons. So the “RACE & TRAINING TEAM” in South Africa seem to be doing an excellent job and keeping on track with a similar number of entries for the 2009/10 race series 5th HOT SPOT RACE.

CONGRATULATIONS for winning 1st Open in this 5th HOT SPOT RACE went to ZG Helios – Gehrken + Bucher from Switzerland with pigeon named Aquarius which was officially clocked at 10-22-15 to record a winning velocity of 1278ypm (43mph), this pigeon has won 3294th, 2832nd, 2538th, 2641st, 2856th, 220th, 2566th, 326th, 1144th, 9th, 462nd, 2003rd, 1028th, 13th, 2402nd, 271st, 1600th and now 1st Open in the first 18 races, 2nd Open went to Koopman Racing Pigeons II from Netherlands with Maybehesbornwithit, 3rd Open to Nashers Team from Ireland with Annette N, 4th Open for Hok M Reijnen from Netherlands with Daytona, 5th Open for Wolfram Coesfeld from Germany with Tobi, 6th Open for Americas Dream Loft from United States Of America with Eli, 7th Open for Team Recklinghausen from Germany with African Kid, 8th Open for Team Germany – De Weerd from Netherlands with Dutch Doctor, 9th Open for Koopman Racing Pigeons II from Netherlands with Pirates Of Cove, 10th Open for De Schrijver – Brantegem from Belgium with Cornol, 

11th Open for Herbert Bresser from Germany with Timo, 12th Open for Jochen Huenten from Germany with Grey Mantle, 13th Open for Horst Fruttiger from Germany with Super Hero, 14th Open for Haffner - Weitstreckenclub from Germany with Katharina H, 15th Open for Georg Oswald from Germany with Helena, 16th Open for Herbots – Fahad Al Watri from Belgium with Crack Feno, 17th Open another for Team Recklinghausen from Germany with Rally, 18th Open for German Champions from Germany with Caroline, 19th Open for Christian Mikkelsen from Denmark with Kaj, 20th Open for Peter Witta from Germany with Silvi, 21st Open for Team Rabbit from Germany with Hordie, 22nd Open for Herbert Wittmann from Germany with Charished Hope, 23rd Open for Heinz Wilms from Germany with Fine Art, 24th Open for Prosper Roosen from Belgium with Ann and then 25th Open for Wegrestaurant Napoleon from Netherlands with Roos. Once again it turned out to be another great international result with 3 different countries taking the first 3 Open positions and 6 different countries being represented in the top 10 and these were all clocked within 19-49 seconds of the race winner, then 7 minutes 11 seconds between the first 50 and 9 minutes 46 seconds between the first 100 pigeons clocked. As usual Michael Holt and Pieter Saymaan who control the computers at the lofts were once again doing a fantastic job to keep competitors/entrants informed as to what was happening at the lofts in Sun City. The good thing for us in the United Kingdom and Ireland is that South Africa is 2 hours ahead of us and as quick as the pigeons were being clocked the SCMDPR Web Site was updated with returns, it was very noticeable throughout the day that within 2/3 minutes of pigeons being clocked they were on the web site for all to see. WELL DONE GUYS, YOU REALLY DO A FANTASTIC JOB KEEPING PEOPLE INFORMED. The first official report showed 14 pigeons had been officially clocked on the state of the art Unikon (Deister) Electronic Clocking System by 10-23, then 507 by 10-51, then 568 by 10-53, 751 by 10-57 which was 35 minutes after the race winner, then 1,101 by 11-07, 1,541 by 11-21, then 1,762 by 11-29, then 2,025 by 11-51, 2,436 by 12-42, then a few more reports through the afternoon showed 2,584 by 13-25, then 2,692 by 14-18, 2,738 by 14-33, 2,950 by 17-04 and the last one showed 3,004 (90.10%) gallant pigeons had been clocked by 19-54, leaving 330 missing on the day. Sunday dawned and the first pigeon clocked was at 05-43 and then by 10-48 a total of 3,122 had been officially recorded, then 3,153 by 16-24 and then the last report of the second day showed 3,161 (94.811%) had returned to the lofts leaving 173 pigeons still to return to base came. A final count on Monday morning showed 3,181 pigeons (95.41% return rate) in the lofts, leaving just 153 still to return. When you sit down and consider that this was their longest race in this race series, it just goes to show that they must have been in first class conditions to get such excellent returns and this great experience for what is in front of them over the next few weeks in their build up to the FINAL RACE. Of course a few more will probably return to the lofts in Sun City over the next few days. By the Wednesday Training Race 14 a total of 3,188 had made it home which was a 95.62% return rate, leaving 146 still missing.

The winner of the BRAND NEW MOTOR CAR awarded to the first ACTIVATED pigeon in this 5th HOT SPOT RACE was won by  ZG Helios – Gehrken + Bucher from Switzerland with his pigeon named Aquarius that won 1st OPEN. 

Winners of the $20,000 HOT SPOT CASH PRIZE MONEY in this 5th HOT SPOT RACE were all the same competitors as the first 20 listed pigeons in the Open result above as the first 20 were all “ACTIVATED PIGEONS” and each won $1,000 each. Congratulations to all these 20 cash winners.

THE INTERNATIONAL COUNTRY CHALLENGE winners were as follows and a grand total of $40,000 was paid out to the following lucky winners in this 5th HOT SPOT RACE, it should be mentioned that only ACTIVATED pigeons are eligible to compete and each country can only win one cash prize with the first five countries winning $5,000 each and then fifteen more countries all winning $1,000 each:- 

AG Helios – Gehrken + Buchen from Switzerland won $5,000 with Aquarius taking 1st Open, Koopman Racing Pigeons II from Netherlands won $5,000 with Maybehesbornwithit taking 2nd Open, Nashers Team from Ireland won $5,000 with Annette N bred by John Nash from Dublin taking 3rd Open, Wolfram Coesfeld from Germany won $5,000 taking Tobi with 5th Open, Americas Dream Loft from United States Of America won $5,000 with Eli taking 6th Open. We then had another 15 different countries all winning $1,000 as follows:- De Schrijver – Brantegem from Belgium with Cornol taking 10th Open, Christian Mikkelsen from Denmark witb Kaj taking 19th Open, Bader Al-Jwesr from Kuwait with Divine Act taking 26th Open, Katun Foundation from Canada with Presidential Power taking 32nd Open, Stanescu and Dobre from Romania with Diva taking 33rd Open, Italian Champion Group from Italy with Proven taking 52nd Open, Team Thomas from United Kingdom with Kirwood Gladys bred by Mike, Christine & Thomas Kirby from Asselby taking 66th Open, Club Fochville Wedvlug Duiweklub from South Africa with Just Johan taking 79th Open, Lubomir Kubacek from Czech Republic with Miss Sovereign taking 108th Open, Fernando Alvarez from Mexico with Falcus taking 134th Open, Anfield Lofts from Zimbabwe with Sinker taking 139th Open, Aussie Bring A Beer Along from Australia with Debbie taking 146th Open, Kasan + Kucera from Slovakia with Michal taking 175th Open, Jiang Rong – R+R Marien from China with Xylon taking 177th Open and lastly Wiefler Alois from Austria with Bernadette taking 223rd Open. GREAT TO 20 DIFFERENT COUNTRIES WINNING MONEY IN THIS CLASSIFICATION.  

The winner of the TWO-BIRD AVERAGE in this 5th HOT SPOT RACE and a $2,000 Cash Prize went to

from Team Recklinghausen with their two pigeons named African Kid and Rally. A total of 6 different countries were represented in the top 10. The United Kingdom Team had 10 competitors in the top 208 places and they were as follows:- 1st UK, 17th Open for Long – McAllister – Smith Syndicate, administered by Paul Smith from Stansted Mounfitchet with pigeons named Charity Superstar & Charity Delight and both bred by Bruce McAllister from Furneaux Pelham, 2nd UK, 27th Open for Crystal Palace Eagles with Crystal Tips & Crystal Friar Of Brechin both bred by Terry Peart & John Donovan from Tadworth, 3rd UK, 36th Open for Mark Gilbert – NFC Sponsor Team with Southfield Grey & Southfield Kelly both bred by Mark Gilbert from Windsor, 4th & 6th UK, 114th & 171st Open for Tony Darling from Southampton with Hampshire Flame & Hampshire Boy and then Hampshire King & Hampshire Dragon, 5th UK, 159th Open for Pompey Boys 1 with Pompey Lisa 2 & Pompey Lauren 2 both bred by Fred & Steve from Portsmouth, 7th UK, 172nd Open for the Wallasey Superstars Syndicate administer by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet with Wallasey Bluey & Wallasey Sunrise both bred by Dave & Paul McCarthy from Wallasey, 8th UK, 175th Open for Team Oberholster with Obi Tiaan & Obi John Jnr, both bred by Pieter & Kate Oberholster from Lask Edge 9th UK, 203rd Open for Waldron Lofts with Waldron Rocket & Waldron Star both bred by Graham Watkinson from Skelmersdale and then 10th UK, 208th Open for Team Thomas with Kirwood Marjorie & Kirwood Arthur with both pigeons bred by Mike, Christine & Thomas Kirby from Asselby. The Irish Team winners were as follows:- 1st Ireland, 81st Open went to Mick Feeney & Sons with their two pigeons Candy Floss & The Bulldozer, 2nd Ireland, 103rd Open for Philip + Mark Smith with Charlie S & Michaela,  3rd Ireland, 110th Open for McCourt – Larkin with pigeons named My Hero & Larkin. Good to see so many United Kingdom and Irish Teams doing well in this strong international competition.

The HOT SPOT ACE PIGEON AWARD that offers a $5,000 Cash Prize to the winner after the 5 Hot Spot Races was won by NASHERS TEAM from IRELAND with pigeon named ANNETTE N which had actually won 1044th, 2259th, 4th, 3rd and now 3rd in the five races that counted and with an overall flying time of 18 hours 25 minutes and 8 seconds and finally winning this classification by just 1 minute and 45 seconds, 2nd Open for ZGHelios – Gehrken + Bucher from Switzerland with Aquarius, 

3rd Open for Georg Oswald from Germany with Argos, 4th Open for Stanuscu and Dobre from Romania with Diva, 5th Open for Haffner - Weitstreckenclub from Germany with Katharina H, 6th Open for Hok M Reijnen from Netherlands with Daytona, 7th Open for APC Loft from United States Of America with Maddiston, 8th Open for Gebr Bluemmers from Germany with Star Express, 9th Open for Team Brandy from Germany with Lancaster and 10th Open for Marl Gilbert – NFC Sponsor Team with Southfield Grey bred by Mark Gilbert fromWindsor. It was great to see 4 different countries holding the first 4 positions and a total of 7 different countries in the top 10 and only 8 minutes 36 seconds between them. The United Kingdom Team had 10 pigeons in the top 130 in the Open and they are as follows:- 1st UK, 5th Open for Mark Gilbert – NFC Sponsor Team with Southfield Grey which has won 364th, 543rd, 79th, 31st and now 171st Open in the 5 HOT SPOT RACES and bred by Mark Gilbert from Windsor, this pigeon won the UK section by a clear 16 minutes and 6 seconds, 2nd UK, 26th Open for Harrow Boys 1 with Tibullus bred by Steve Buckle from Northwood, 3rd UK, 52nd Open for Team Thomas with Kirwood Gladys, bred by Mike, Christine & Thomas Kirby from Asselby, 4th UK, 55th Open for Crystal Palace Eagles with Crystal Tips bred by Terry Peart & John Donovan from Tadworth, 5th UK, 82nd Open for Slim Timmis and Snooker with Spartakus bred by Slim Timmis from Newcastle, 6th UK, 102nd Open for Chris Gordon from Snydale with Snydale Squirrel, 7th UK, 104th Open for the Magnificent Seven Syndicate with Ocean Wave bred by Paul Simpson from Ripon, 8th UK, 115th Open for N+A Evans, Cuthbert and Sutton with Burntoft Blue bred by N Evans from Wolviston and then 9th & 10th UK, 122nd & 130th Open for the Paul Smith Syndicate, administered by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet with African Pacemaker bred by Terry Robinson from Enfield and then African Lad bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon. 51 minutes and 21 seconds separates these top 10 pigeons after these five races. Our Irish Team has 3 pigeons in the top 357 in the Open and they are as follows:- 1st Ireland, 1st Open & $5,000 Prize Money for Nashers Team with Annette N bred by John Nash from Dublin, which has won 1044th, 2259th, 4th, 3rd and now 3rd again in the 5 HOT SPOT RACES so far, this pigeon won the Irish section by a clear 1 hour 19minutes and 20 seconds then 2nd Ireland, 254th Open for Tom Cahill with Tom C, 3rd Ireland, 357th Open for McCourt – Larkin with pigeon named Larkin. 1 hour 35 minutes and 32 seconds separates these top 3 pigeons after these five races. It is great to see the United Kingdom and Irish Teams doing so well in this competition.

This was the 4th ROUND of the “KNOCKOUT COMPETITION” in the 5th HOT SPOT RACE and from an original 2,928 entries that were entered by 33 different countries, which included 2,559 International pigeons, including 235 from the United Kingdom and 44 from Ireland, plus 369 from South Africa and all competing for the $25,000 First Prize in the FINAL RACE. These had now been whittled after this 5th HOT SPOT RACE to 74 pigeons and this includes 71 International including 5 United Kingdom, 2 Irish plus 3 South African pigeons and which now go forward into the “FINAL RACE” on Saturday 30th January 2010 from 552km (343 miles). The United Kingdom pigeons still in the hunt are as follows:- CHARITY SUPERSTAR representing Long – McAllister – Smith Syndicate, administered by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet and bred by Bruce McAllister from Furneaux Pelham, TIBULLUS representing the Harrow Boys 1 Syndicate and bred by Steve Buckle from Northwood, KIRWOOD GLADYS representing Team Thomas and bred by Mike, Christine & Thomas Kirby from Asselby, SOUTHFIELD GREY representing Mark Gilbert – NFC Sponsor Team and bred by Mark Gilbert from Windsor and finally DEMI representing the Gorse Syndicate and bred by Arnold Tweats from Congleton. The Irish still have 2 in the hunt and they are:- ANNETTE N bred by John Nash from Dublin and then CANDY FLOSS bred by Mick Feeney & Sons. GOOD LUCK TO ALL THE PIGEONS LEFT IN THIS COMPETITION.

CONGRATULATIONS for winning 1st United Kingdom, 66th Open went to Team Thomas with their pigeon named Kirwood Gladys clocked at 10-29-50 just 7 minutes and 34.90 seconds off the winner and bred by Mike, hristine & Thomas Kirby from Asselby, whose pigeons have been flying exceptionally well during this race series, this pigeon has now won 4102nd, 1851st, 3702nd, 2116th, 852nd, 387th, 1800th, 942nd, 1169th, 678th, 680th, 2258th, 3524th, 461st, 503rd, 129th, 172nd and now 66th Open in first 18 races, 2nd UK, 110th Open went to Harrow Boys 1 with a pigeon bred by Steve Buckle from Northwood, 3rd UK, 132nd Open for N+A Evans, Cuthbert and Sutton with a pigeon bred by N Evans from Wolviston, 4th & 8th UK, 158th & 188th Open for the Long – McAllister - Smith Syndicate, administered by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet and both pigeons bred by Bruce McAllister from Furneaux Pelham, 5th UK, 162nd Open for the Magnificent Seven Syndicate with a pigeon bred by Paul Simpson from Ripon, 6th UK, 171st Open for Mark Gilbert – NFC Sponsor Team with a pigeon bred by Mark Gilbert from Windsor, 7th UK, 179th Open for Gorse Syndicate with pigeon bred by Arnold Tweats from Congleton, 9th & 15th UK, 189th & 276th Open for Crystal Palace Eagles with two pigeons bred by Terry Peart & John Donovan from Tadworth, 10th UK, 204th Open for the Wallasey Superstars, administer by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet with a pigeon bred by Dave & Paul McCarthy from Wallasey, 11th UK, 207th Open for Team Oberholster with a pigeon bred by Pieter & Kate Oberholster from Lask Edge, 12th & 13th UK, 210th & 226th Open two pigeon for Chris Gordon from Snydale, 14th UK, 268th Open for MJ Wilkes and Son from Solihull, 16th UK, 307th Open for Tony Darling from Southampton, 17th UK, 334th Open for Pet Shop Boys and Girls with a pigeon bred by John Alderslade from Bridlington, 18th UK, 361st Open for Redwok Syndicate with a pigeon bred by Graham Watkinson from Skelmersdale, 19th UK, 366th Open for Waldron Lofts with another pigeon bred by Graham Watkinson from Skelmersdale and then 20th UK, 393rd Open for Gallows Hill Kid (Dave Murphy from Ripon) with a pigeon bred by Pieter & Kate Oberholster from Lask Edge. 

The first report on the web site showed a total of no United Kingdom pigeon was officially clocked in by 10-33, the next showed 46 by 10-57, then 64 by 11-07, then 107 by 11-29, 127 by 11-51, 148 by 12-42, then numerous more updates during the afternoon with 164 by 13-25, 169 by 14-18, then 173 by 14-33, 190 by 17-04 and the final on at 19-54 showed 195 (84.05%) officially clocked, leaving 37 still to return home to the lofts. The first report on Sunday morning showed 207 pigeons clocked by 10-48, then 212 by 16-22 and the final report of the second day showed 213 (91.81%) UK pigeons clocked, leaving 19 still missing and to return to base camp. A final count on Monday morning showed 214 (92.24% return rate) had returned to the lofts leaving 18 still to return. Of course some of these will probably work back in the next few days, so if yours is missing keep you eye on the web site on the basketing list. By the Wednesday Training Race 14 a total of 216 had returned which was a 93.103% return rate, leaving 16 still missing.

CONGRATULATIONS for winning 1st Ireland, 3rd Open goes to Nashers Team with pigeon named Annette N which is a superb Stef van Reet bred by John Nash from Dublin and which was clocked at 10-22-18 just 03.20 seconds after the winner, this pigeon has now won 3050th, 392nd, 162nd, 3809th, 512th, 1487th, 166th, 1044th, 279th, 295th, 127th, 2259th, 525th, 4th, 493rd, 3rd, 410th and now 3rd Open in its last 18 races, it was interesting to hear for John who told me that Annette N is a half-sister to his pigeon named Annette that won 1st OPEN and a BRAND NEW MOTOR CAR in the 4th HOT SPOT RACE in the 2008/9 race series and very close to pulling off the double. WHAT A FANTASTIC PIGEON, then 2nd Ireland, 88th Open for Philip + Mark Smith, 3rd Ireland, 100th Open two for Mick Feeney and Sons, 4th Ireland, 327th Open for Cannon Lillis Lofts with pigeon bred by Jos Reilly from Dublin and then 5th Ireland, 344th Open  for Karl Donnelly and then 6th Ireland, 347th Open for Paul Poole and Son. The first report on the web site showed a total of one Irish Team pigeon had been officially clocked by 10-23, the next showed 13 clocked by 10-57, then 17 by 11-07, followed by 27 by 11-29 and 29 by 11-51, 34 by 12-42 and then numerous more updates during the afternoon with 36 by 13-25, 37 by 14-18, 37 by 14-33, 41 by 17-04 with the last report of the day still showing 41 (91.11%) Irish pigeons had been clocked by 19-54 leaving just 4 to return to the lofts. Sunday morning dawned and by 10-48 a total of 42 had been officially recorded and the last report of the second day was published on the web site and showed 43 (95.555%) Irish pigeons had been clocked, leaving 2 missing. A final count on Monday showed a total of 43 (95.555% return rate) had returned to the lofts, leaving 2 still to return. Of course some of these may return to the lofts over the next few days so if yours is missing keep you eye on the basketing list on the web site. One more pigeon had returned home by the basketing for the Wednesday Training Race 14, making 44 (97.777%) return rate.

SUN CITY OVERALL AVERAGES carries $5,000, $3,000 and a $2,000 cash prize for the first three pigeons in this category but only No. 1 pigeons or pigeons fully paid for before the first official Training Race are eligible to win the actual prize money. Now after 18 official races have taken place the web site shows the following:- 1st Open goes to Team Waldeck from Germany with his excellent pigeon named Dancers Choice which has so far won 124th, 267th, 1655th, 10th, 135th, 655th, 167th, 33rd, 29th, 564th, 194th, 427th, 90th, 228th, 22nd, 27th, 1336th and now 325th Open in the 18 races that count and total time is 32-49-46, leading by just over 7 minutes, 2nd Open for Koopman Racing Pigeons 1 from Netherlands with Sheena, 3rd Open for Koopman Racing Pigeons II from Netherlands with Count Look Alive, 4th Open for Team Brandy from Germany with Lancaster, 

5th Open for Jochen Huenten from Germany with Grey Mantle, 6th Open for Georg Oswald from Germany with Achilles, 7th Open for Christian Steinhagen from Germany with Day by Day, 8th Open for Mathias Irlacher from Germany with Seehotel Hias, 9th Open for Van Jaarsveld Lofts from South Africa with Sunnenberg and then 10th Open for Dr Marian Piwatz from Germany with Winny. Only 3 different countries are represented in the top 10 in this category and with just over 62 minutes covering them all.

Holding onto 1st UK, 14th Open in this category goes to the Magnificent Seven Syndicate with their very consistent pigeon Ocean Wave bred by Paul Simpson from Ripon which is now leading this competition by 14 minutes and 30 seconds, his results so far are 1417th, 58th, 138th, 9th, 23rd, 59th, 661st, 534th, 129th, 1678th, 1378th, 2842nd, 312th, 408th, 1166th, 346th, 8th and now 162nd Open in the 18 races that count, then 2nd UK, 19th Open for Mark Gilbert - NFC Sponsor Team with Southfield Grey bred by Mark Gilbert from Windsor, 3rd UK, 55th Open for Horseshoe Syndicate with Horseshoe Mistress bred by Steve Radcliffe from Skelmersdale, 4th UK, 93rd Open for Mr & Mrs Andy Gregson from Preston with Preston Prince, 5th UK, 101st Open for Tony Darling from Southampton with Hampshire Boy, 6th & 10th UK, 107th & 180th Open for the Paul Smith Syndicate, administered by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet, with African Pacemaker bred by Terry Robinson from Enfield and African Lad bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon, 7th UK, 111th Open for Team Oberholster with Obi Kate bred by Pieter & Kate Oberholster from Lask Edge, 8th UK, 145th Open for Mr & Mrs Bill & Beryl Lewis from Kempsey with Freelands Vickers and 9th UK, 179th Open for Brown Brothers from Gloucester with Firefox. The UK top 10 is covered by nearly 132 minutes. It really is good to see so many United Kingdom pigeons doing well in this competition. 

Holding onto 1st Ireland, 36th Open in this category goes to Nashers Team with his pigeon named Annette N bred by John Nash from Dublin and is now leading this competition by 47 minutes and 04 seconds and has so far won 3050th, 392nd, 162nd, 3089th, 512th, 1487th, 166th, 1044th, 279th, 295th, 127th, 2259th, 525th, 4th, 493rd, 3rd, 410th and now 3rd Open in the 18 races that count, this exceptional pigeon has won 1st Ireland, 4th Open in 3rd Hot Spot Race, 1st Ireland, 3rd Open 4th Hot Spot Race and 3rd Ireland, 3rd Open 5th Hot Spot Race, the 2nd Ireland, 83rd Open for McCourt – Larkin with pigeon named Larkin, 3rd Ireland, 88th Open for Tom Cahill with Danny C, 4th Ireland, 199th Open for Cannon Lillis Lofts with their great pigeon named Carlo and bred by Jos Reilly from Dublin, which had held onto 1st Ireland, 1st Open in this category for seven races on the trot, 5th Ireland, 434th Open for Philip + Mark Smith  with Michaela and 6th Ireland, 541st Open for Karl Donnelly with Megan. Good to see the Irish pigeons still doing well in this competition.

The 5th HOT SPOT RACE GLOBAL NOMINATION attracted a total of 575 pigeons (40 from the UK and 1 from Ireland) and there was 2,162 nominations placed and flown for in the $1, $2, $5, $10, $20, $50 and $100 categories and a total of $19,133-50c was up for grabs and there was just no UK but one very successful Irish fancier and the winner was as follows:- Nashers Team won $3,196-00c for 3rd Open with his great pigeon named Annette N and bred by John Nash from Dublin. In the UNITED KINGDOM NOMINATIONS in the $1, $2, $5, $10 and $20 categories there were 33 pigeons entered and a total of 119 nominations were placed and $569-50c was paid out and there were 3 winners and they were as follows:- Team Thomas with Kirwood Gladys bred by Mike, Christine & Thomas Kirby from Asselby taking 66th Open and winning $433-50c, N+A Evans, Cuthbert and Sutton with Burntoft Blue won £131-75c taking 132nd Open and bred by N Evans from Wolviston and then the Long – McAllister – Smith Syndicate with Charity Superstar winning $4-25c in 158th Open and bred by Bruce McAllister from Furneaux Pelham. Congratulations to all these winners.

Another brand new competition started on the 2nd HOT SPOT RACE and it is called the CASCADE CHALLENGE and it allows any competitor/entrant to just enter one single pigeon per syndicate for $10 and the SCMDPR will also add an extra $2,000 of prize money each time this competition is won. In the first race a total of $2,807-50c was up for grabs but was not won, so in this second race there was now a grand total of $3,861-50c up for grabs and now after three races the prize money rose to $4,932-50c. The rules are quite clear and they are that if one of these $10 entries actually wins the 1st Open position, it wins the all the allocated Prize Money. If however, there is no actual winner, then the money rolls over to the next Nomination Race and if we get to the FINAL RACE and the “POT OF GOLD” is still not won, it will then rollover to the first Nomination Race next year. Competitors and entrants can if they wish enter a different pigeon each week which will be their $10 single pigeon and try to win this very tough competition. This is going to be a really good and hard competition to win because every competitor or entrant can only enter one pigeon per syndicate. This weekend the “POT OF GOLD” winnings rose to $6,267-00c with 157 being entered and this included 18 from the United Kingdom and 2 from Ireland and for the fourth week running this competition was not won with the first single nominated pigeon winning 3rd Open for Nashers Team from Ireland with his good pigeon named Annette N, so this money will now automatically rollover to the Training Flight 15 on Saturday 16th January 2010. Taking 1st UK, 132nd Open was N+A Evans, Cuthbert and Sutton with their great pigeon Burntoft Blue bred by N Evans from Wolviston, 2nd UK, 158th Open for Long - McAllister – Smith Syndicate, administered by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet and with their very consistent pigeon named Charity Superstar and was bred by Bruce McAllister from Furneaux Pelham, 3rd UK, 162nd Open for the Magnificent Seven Syndicate with their excellent pigeon named Ocean Wave and bred by Paul Simpson from Ripon, 4th UK, 171st Open for Mark Gilbert- NFC Sponsor Team with his super pigeon Southfield Grey and bred by Mark Gilbert from Windsor and 5th UK, 207th Open for Team Oberholster with their consistent pigeon Obi Kate bred by Pieter & Kate Oberholster from Lask Edge. Our Irish counterparts did exceptionally well with 1st Ireland, 3rd Open going to Nashers Team with Annette N bred by John Nash from Dublin. GOOD LUCK TO ALL COMPETITORS IN THE NEXT NOMINATION RACE WHICH TAKES PLACE ON TRAINING RACE 15 ON SATURDAY 16th JANUARY 2010 from 80km (50 miles), which could be a great opportunity for this new competition to won for the first time. 

***SPECIAL NOTIFICATION*** BEFORE I CLOSE MY REPORT ON THE 5th HOT SPOT RACE, I MUST MENTION THE RETURNS RECORDED IN THE FIVE HOT SPOT RACES DURING THIS 2009/10 RACE SERIES AS I PERSONALLY FEEL THAT THESE FIGURES SHOULD BE OFFICIALLY RECORDED FOR ALL FANCIERS AROUND THE WORLD TO SEE:- 1st HOT SPOT RACE 98.72% returns, 2nd HOT SPOT RACE 98.369% returns, 3rd HOT SPOT RACE 91.796% returns, 4th HOT SPOT RACE 98.036% returns and then the 5th HOT SPOT RACE returns of 95.62%. Not many, if any one loft races around the world can boast this sort of returns, so it just goes to show that when you enter your pigeons into the Sun City Million Dollar Pigeon Race they really do get well trained so that they are able to cope with what is put in front of them and of course prepares them for their final hurdle, which of course is the FINAL RACE on Saturday 30th January 2010 from 552km (352 miles). WELL DONE TO THE “RACE TEAM” IN SOUTH AFRICA AND A BIG THANK YOU TO THE FANCIERS THAT SUPPLIED SUCH TOP CLASS PIGEONS BECAUSE WITHOUT THESE THE TASK WOULD HAVE BEEN MUCH TOUGHER.

All results are available for anybody wanting to see them by just logging onto the official state of the art Sun City Million Dollar Pigeon Race Web Site at www.scmdpr.com 

After a couple of days enjoying themselves around the lofts around Sun City another training toss TRAINING RACE 14 took place on Wednesday 13th January 2010 and a total of 3,188 pigeons from 33 different countries were officially basketed, which included 2,696 International which included 216 pigeons from the United Kingdom and 44 from Ireland, plus 492 South African pigeons and then they were all liberated at 060-45 from 67km (approx. 42 miles) with little to no wind in fine and clear conditions and a temperature of 25c (77f) and a good race was anticipated by Zandy Meyer (Race Director) and Dave van der Merwe (Loft Manager), which would be just what the pigeons wanted after their 5th Hot Spot Race.

CONGRATULATIONS for winning 1st Open went to Koopman Racing Pigeons 1 from Netherlands with pigeon aptly named Mr. Gallop which was clocked at 07-28-20 to record a winning velocity of 1720ypm (59mph), this pigeon has been racing steady and already won 4277th, 3474th, 3932nd, 97th, 417th, 444th, 3201st, 1708th, 2929th, 3150th, 2446th, 74th, 758th, 2618th, 1054th, 44th, 38thth, 1575th and now 1st Open in its last 19 races, 2nd Open went to Team Oberholster from the United Kingdom, 3rd Open to Sauer - Wang from Germany, 4th Open for Cernuska Vratislav from Czech Republic, 5th Open to Roger Sutton from United Kingdom, 6th Open to Pinguin Syndicate from the Belgium, 7th Open for Hok M Reijnen from Netherlands, 8th Open for Norman Filip from Belgium, 9th Open for Team Godau from Germany and 10th Open for Birgit u Gerhard Luecking from Germany. It turned out to be a really truly great International result with 4 different countries taking the first 4 positions and 5 different countries being represented in the top 10 and with only 20.10 seconds between them with 1 minute 25 seconds covering the first 50 and 1 minute 52 seconds covering the first 100 in this result. A total of 3,053 pigeons were officially electronically recorded by 09-06, which was 37 minutes after the race winner, then 3,076 by 09-49, then the web site showed 3,092 by 11-09, 3,094 by 11-29, 3,115 by 15-23, then the final report of the day showed 3,144 back in the lofts by 18-20, leaving 44 still to make it back to base camp.

CONGRATULATIONS for winning 1st United Kingdom, 2nd Open went to Team Oberholster, with Obi Tiann bred by Pieter & Kate Oberholster from Lask Edge and which was clocked at 07-28-21, just 01.35 seconds after the actual race winner and has won 1058th, 2280th, 2274th, 24th, 3555th, 309th, 2885th, 249th, 592nd, 1015th, 2681st, 1150th, 1438th, NOT CLOCKED, 3267th, 2914th, 109th, 459th and now 2nd Open in its last 19 races, 2nd & 6th UK, 5th & 97th Open for Roger Sutton from Congleton and also both bred by him, 3rd UK, 61st Open for The Posh with pigeon bred by Steven Spinks from Peterborough, 4th & 11th UK, 79th & 212th Open for Josch & Burger with 2 pigeons bred by Jurgen & Caroline Josch from Hailsham, 5th UK, 84th Open for Evans and Bamford with a pigeon bred by Paul Bamford from Pembroke Dock, 7th, 10th & 14th UK, 103rd, 210th & 260th Open for the Paul Smith Syndicate, administered by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet and all 3 bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon, 8th UK, 158th Open for Waldron Lofts with pigeon bred by from Graham Watkinson from Skelmersdale, 9th UK, 196th Open for Tony Darling from Southampton, 12th UK, 227th Open for Slim Timmis and Snooker with pigeon bred by Slim Timmis from Newcastle, 13th UK, 252nd Open for Long – McAllister – Smith Syndicate, administer by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet and with a pigeon bred by Bruce McAllister from Furneaux Pelham, 15th UK, 346th Open for Mr & Mrs Andy Gregson from Preston, 16th UK, 348th Open another for Team Oberholster and bred by Pieter & Kate Oberholster from Lask Edge, 17th UK, 351st Open for Team Thomas with a pigeon bred by Mike, Christine & Thomas Kirby from Asselby, 18th UK, 365th Open for Pompey Boys 1 with a pigeon bred by Fred & Steve Harris from Portsmouth, 19th UK, 395th Open for Freedom Fighters with pigeon bred by Mr & Mrs Bill & Beryl Lewis from Kempsey and then 20th UK, 405th Open for Pompey Boys 2 with a pigeon bred by Fred & Steve Harris from Portsmouth. A total of 204 United Kingdom pigeons were electronically recorded and clocked by 09-06, then still 204 by 09-49, then 205 by 11-09, 207 by 11-29, 209 by 15-23 and then the final report of the day showed 213 had made it back to base camp by 17-49, leaving just 3 still to return.

CONGRATULATIONS for winning 1st Ireland, 87th Open went to Nashers Team with their great pigeon named Annette N bred by John Nash from Dublin and this winner was officially clocked at 

07-30-04 just 1 minute and 44 seconds after the race winner and had won 3050th, 392nd, 162nd, 3089th, 512th, 1487th, 166th, 1044th, 279th, 295th, 127th, 2259th, 525th, 4th, 493rd, 3rd, 410th, 3rd and now 87th Open in the first 19 races, this fantastic form pigeon has also just won 1st Ireland, 1st Open & $5,000 in the Hot Spot Race Averages, plus $5,000 International County Challenge and a $1,000 Hot Spot Prize (its third in this race series), plus also $3,169 in nominations in the 5th Hot Spot Race, it has also won numerous Euros competing in the Irish section, WHAT A PIGEON!, then 2nd Ireland, 313th Open for Cannon Lillis Lofts with their great pigeon Carlo bred by Jos Reilly from Dublin that has had a fantastic race series and actually held onto 1st Ireland, 1st Open in the Sun City Overall Averages for seven weeks on the trot, 3rd Ireland, 314th Open for Gleeson & Lucas, 4th Ireland, 363rd Open for Bernard Smyth, 5th Ireland, 475th Open for Mick Feeney and Sons and then 6th Ireland, 512th Open for McCourt and Larkin. A total of 42 Irish pigeons were electronically recorded by 09-06, then also 42 by 09-49 and then finally all 44 of them by 17-49.

SUN CITY OVERALL AVERAGES carries $5,000, $3,000 and a $2,000 cash prize for the first three pigeons in this category but only No. 1 pigeons or pigeons fully paid for before the first official Training Race are eligible to win the actual prize money. Now after 19 official races that count have taken place the web site shows the following:- 1st Open goes to Team Waldeck with their very consistent pigeon named Dancers Choice and representing Germany, which has now won 124th, 267th, 1655th, 10th, 135th, 655th, 167th, 33rd, 29th, 564th, 194th, 427th, 90th, 228th, 22nd, 27th, 1336th, 325th and now 71st Open and now leads this category by 11 minutes and 07 seconds, with a flying time of 33 hours 34 minutes and 42 seconds, 2nd Open for Koopman Racing Pigeons 1 from Netherlands with Sheena, 3rd Open for Team Brandy from Germany with Lancaster, 4th Open for Koopman Racing Pigeons II from Netherlands with Count Look Alive, 5th Open for Jochen Huenten from Germany with Grey Mantle, 6th Open for Georg Oswald from Germany with Achilles, 7th Open for Christian Steinhagen from Germany with Day by Day, 8th Open for Mathias Irlacher from Germany with Seehotel Hias, 9th Open for Dr Marian Piwatz from Germany with Winny and 10th Open for Team German Dream Boys from Germany with Klugscheisser. The International result only showed pigeons from 2 different countries represented in the top 10 positions with just over 63 minutes 38 seconds separating them all. 

Holding onto 1st UK, 12th Open in this category goes to the Magnificent Seven Syndicate with his good pigeon named Ocean Wave bred by Paul Simpson from Ripon, leading the UK by 12 minutes and 10 seconds, which has so far won 1417th, 58th, 138th, 9th, 23rd, 59th, 661st, 534th, 129th, 1678th, 1378th, 2842nd, 312th, 408th, 1166th, 346th, 8th, 162nd and now 1884th Open in the 19 races that count, 2nd UK, 18th Open for Mark Gilbert – NFC Sponsor Team with pigeon named Southfield Grey bred by Mark Gilbert from Windsor, 3rd UK, 78th Open for Mr & Mrs Andy Gregson from Preston with Preston Prince, 4th UK, 102nd Open for Team Oberholster with a pigeon named Obi Kate bred by Pieter & Kate Oberholster from Lask Edge, 5th & 8th UK, 128th & 158th Open for the Paul Smith Syndicate, administered by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet with a pigeon named African Pacemaker bred by Terry Robinson from Enfield and the other named African Lad bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon, 6th UK, 130th Open for Freedom Fighters with a pigeon Freelands Vickers bred by Mr & Mrs Bill & Beryl Lewis from Kempsey, 7th UK, 146th Open for Tony Darling from Southampton with Hampshire Boy, 9th UK, 166th Open  for Horseshoe Syndicate with Horseshoe Mistress bred by Steve Radcliffe from Skelmersdale and then 10th UK, 174th Open for the Wallasey Superstars Syndicate, administered by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet and with Wallasey Bluey bred by Dave & Paul McCarthy from Wallasey. Great to see the United Kingdom Team doing so well in this very tough International competition.

Holding onto 1st Ireland, 23rd Open in this category goes to Nashers Team with his great pigeon named Annette N which currently leads by 56 minutes and 27 seconds which has won 3050th, 392nd, 162nd, 3089th, 512th, 1487th, 166th, 1044th, 279th, 295th, 127th, 2259th, 525th, 4th, 493rd, 3rd, 410th, 3rd and now 87th Open in the 19 races that count, then 2nd Ireland, 74th Open for McCourt – Larkin with pigeon named Larkin, 3rd Ireland, 80th Open for Tom Cahill with Danny C, 4th Ireland, 96th Open for Cannon Lillis Lofts with their great pigeon Carlo bred by Jos Reilly from Dublin, 5th Ireland, 372nd Open for Philip + Mark Smith with Michaela and then 6th Ireland, 451st Open for Karl Donnelly with Megan. Great to see the Irish Team doing so well in this strong International competition.

A few more training tosses during will take place over the next few days and then onto the Training Race 15 on Saturday 16th January 2010. 

The remaining races in this 2009/10 SCMDPR series are as follows:- Training Flight 15 on Saturday 16th January from 80km (50 miles), Training Flight 16 on Wednesday 20th January from 80km (50 miles), Training Flight 17 on Saturday 23rd January from 110km (68 miles), Training Flight 18 on Wednesday 27th January from 80km (50 miles) and then of course the SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR FINAL RACE on Saturday 30th January 2010 from 552km (343 miles).

GOOD LUCK TO ALL CONCERNED AND REGULAR “PRESS RELEASES”, “NEWSLETTERS” AND “UPDATES” WILL BE SENT OUT TO ALL COMPETITORS/ENTRANTS ON A WEEKLY BASIS OVER THE NEXT FEW MONTHS. ALSO WEEKLY “PRESS RELEASES” WILL BE SENT OUT TO OUR PIGEON PUBLICATIONS AND WILL ALSO BE ON OUR WEB SITE www.scmdpr.com FOR ALL TO VIEW.

It is worth mentioning that three brand new cars have been won by fanciers representing the United Kingdom Team in the last three years, Richard Elliott from Plymouth and Chris Gordon from Old Snydale both won new cars during the 2005/6 race series and Paul & Dave McCarthy from Wallasey won one a new car during the 2006/7 series. Also John Nash from Dublin, Ireland won a car last year in the 2008/9 race series. I am hopeful that somebody from the United Kingdom or Ireland will also win one or maybe more during the 2009/10 series. GOOD LUCK TO ALL COMPETITORS IN THE FIVE HOT SPOT RACES IN THE 2009/10 RACE SERIES.

I would also just like to notify fanciers that my weekly “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASE”, “NEWSLETTERS” and “UPDATES” can now also be seen on the following pigeon web sites:- www.iprr.co.uk    www.elimarpigeons.com   www.pigeonportal.com   www.pigeonglobe.co.uk   www.cyberpigeon.co.uk   www.pigeonbasics.com  www.pigeonnetwork.com plus of course they will also be in the “”BRITISH HOMING WORLD” and “THE RACING PIGEON” for all fanciers to see and read on a weekly basis.

The race date for the 15th SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR PIGEON RACE has already been agreed and this will once again take place in Sun City, South Africa on Saturday 29th JANUARY 2011. If you are interested in participating or acting a Country Race Team Shipper, then please contact me as soon as possible on 01279-812005 and I will give you all the information you require. I have just been notified that the organisers are bringing the first intake period forward by about two weeks, so my shipping date will now take place on about the 20th MAY 2010. 

If you need anymore information regarding the 14th SCMDPR then a full International Press Release was published in the BRITISH HOMING WORLD and THE RACING PIGEON on the 2nd October 2009.

IF ANY PIGEON FANCIER IN THE UNITED KINGDOM OR IRELAND WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE MY WEEKLY “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASES”, “NEWSLETTERS” AND “UPDATES” BY EMAIL, THEN ALL THEY HAVE TO DO IS EMAIL ME THEIR ACTUAL CURRENT EMAIL ADDRESS AND I WILL FORWARD THEM ALL THE INFORMATION BY EMAIL ON A REGULAR BASIS. 

These International Press Releases take me hours of time to collate the information and then write them up and I know by the response I get from fanciers literally all over the world that they really do enjoy reading them, however unfortunately it is not possible to mention every competitor in each race as I am sure most of you are aware and accept but anybody anywhere in the world can log onto to a state of the art web site www.scmdpr.com and follow the weekly reports on each Training Race and Hot Spot Race at your leisure. This web site is without doubt the most informative, up to date and best presented one loft race web site anywhere in the world, just take a few minutes to log on and I am sure you will agree.

***ACTIVATIONS” Any fancier/entrant that has pigeons entered into this race and has not yet “ACTIVATED” their Reserve Pigeon/s can do so at any time. All they have to do is call the person that shipped their pigeons for them and give them the name of the pigeon or pigeons and the UK code number/s. Once “ACTIVATED” they will then be eligible to compete for prize money and cars in the remaining HOT SPOT RACES and of course the “FINAL RACE”. Entrants only have 7 days after the 5th HOT SPOT RACE to “ACTIVATE” their Reserve Pigeon/s, otherwise these will then be offered to any person that wishes to purchase them for $1,000. Any prize money won by any of these pigeons will go to the person that “ACTIVATED” and paid for them, with the original breeder getting nothing. Surely if they were good enough to send out to compete in the race, then surely they must be worth purchasing. PLEASE DO NOT TAKE A CHANCE OF BEING CAUGHT OUT, IT COULD COST YOU A MASSIVE AMOUNT OF MONEY. Every year some of these “UN-ACTIVATED” pigeons score in the “FINAL RACE”, please sure it is not one of yours. In fact a few years ago an “UN-ACTVATED” pigeon actually won 1st OPEN and should have won $200,000 but because it was “NOT-ACTIVATED” the prize money went to 2nd OPEN. PLEASE DO NOT LET THIS HAPPEN TO YOU!

WHY NOY JOIN IN THE FUN AND BE PART OF THE UNITED KINGDOM NATIONAL RACE TEAM AND FLY THE FLAG WITH PRIDE FOR THE UNITED KINGDOM IN THIS PRESTIGIOUS PIGEON RACE?

***PURCHASE OF ANY OF THE UN-ACTIVATED PIGEONS*** These unsold pigeons will be listed on the SCMDPR web site www.scmdpr.com for all to see and study their results from Monday 18th January 2010. Most of these unsold pigeons will have flown every training toss and race over the 2009/10 race series and many will have won prizes. Any that are listed can be purchased for $1,000 each (about £650 sterling) and flown under your name or syndicate name. Any prize money won in the FINAL RACE will then go to the new purchaser. If you fancy a little gamble and being part of the 14th SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR PIGEON RACE just call me today on 01279-812005 and I will do my best to purchase the pigeon or pigeons of your choice. Many of these pigeons that the original owners have not ACTIVATED in past FINAL RACES have then gone on and won major cash prizes in these FINAL RACES, including 2 x 2nd OPEN winners for UK fanciers and winning $120,000 (approx. £77,500) each. Also about 3 years ago a Dutch pigeon was offered for sale and nobody in the world purchased it and guess what happened, it went on and won 1st OPEN and should have won $200,000 (approx. £130,000) but because it had not been ACTIVATED, this prize money went to the pigeon that won 2nd OPEN. So it just goes to show, if they have got this far, whatever their performances, then any of them can win it. IT COULD BE THE BEST GAMBLE OF YOUR LIFE AND START 2010 WITH A REALLY BIG BANG! ONE THING IS FOR SURE, IF YOU ARE NOT IN IT, THEN YOU CERTAINLY CAN’T WIN IT!

If you have any questions or queries about any aspect of the SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR PIGEON RACE, then please contact me on 01279-812005 and I will do my best to answer any of your questions or queries about this great race to the best of my knowledge. 

Paul Smith. 

United Kingdom Race Team Shipper for The 14th Sun City Million Dollar (The Greatest Pigeon Race In The World), which is due to be held in Sun City Resort, South Africa on Saturday 30th January 2010.

Regency Lofts Limited, “Five Pennies”, High Lane, Stansted Mountfitchet, Essex. CM24 8LQ. England. Telephone/Facsimile:- 01279-812005 (Int. Code:- +44-1279-812005).

Mobile:- 07860-568216. Email:- reglofts@aol.com SCMDPR Web Site:- www.scmdpr.com 

