     “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASE”

   THE 12th SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR

   (THE GREATEST PIGEON RACE IN THE WORLD)

                     “NEWSLETTER”

                      “FINAL RACE”

  TROMPSBURG 552km (343 miles) 

held on Saturday 2nd February 2008.
The UNITED KINGDOM TEAM once again had a great “FINAL RACE” result & had 27 pigeons on the day & won 43rd, 44th, 47th, 58th, 69th, 134th, 137th, 164th, 165th, 196th, 204th, 212th, 232nd, 259th, 272nd, 278th, 282nd, 286th, 315th, 320th, 322nd, 349th, 351st, 354th, 362nd, 374th & 376th OPEN. The IRISH TEAM also had a good race & had 7 pigeons on the day & took 50th, 123rd, 158th, 240th, 257th & 302nd OPEN and unfortunately one of these was “Not-Activated”.
After months of hard work and training and twenty-three (23) races and over 7,000km (approx. 4,350 miles) on the road Thursday 31st January 2008 finally arrived for the basketing of the pigeons that were due to go to this truly prestigious International Pigeon Race. The pigeons were loaded into the crates at the lofts by the loft staff and loaded onto the transporter ready to be taken to the massive air conditioned Superbowl for the Race marking procedure. All the lofts were checked to make sure they were empty before the transporter left. On arrival at the Superbowl at about 13-30, the crates of pigeons were unloaded and then Zandy Meyer (Race Director) told everybody present what to do and what was expected from them. The race marking started at 14-00 and is run by a team of independent Auditors who are E. Coetzee & Associates and nothing is left to chance, with every encapsulating ring carefully being removed for the first time since the pigeons arrived in Sun City, thus revealing the pigeon’s official ring number. The pigeon’s electronic ring is then scanned and the marker then reads the ring number out to the person who is operating the computer, it is double checked against the computers database and if all is correct, it then moves onto the next process which is having its official ring covered again by a special sticky label, which is supplied by the Auditors, then it is wing stamped and placed into one of the race crates. As the pigeons are scanned, the computer operator is also told by the computer when a eighteen (18) pigeons have been race marked, that is checked with another person who is also doing a separate manual count, plus the sticky labels are also cut into the correct amount for each basket. So in essence there are three different checks before each basket is closed and sealed with eighteen (18) pigeons in each. With a great team of markers and four different marking tables, the actual race marking only took about three hours forty minutes and the complete race marking was completed before 18-00. A fantastic achievement and thanks must go to all concerned as without your help this massive task would have taken the Race Committee much longer to achieve.

A total record breaking 2,866 pigeons were finally basketed for “FINAL RACE” which took place on Saturday 2nd February 2008 from 552km (343 miles) and this total included 189 United Kingdom pigeons and 52 Irish pigeons. In this final total there were one hundred and sixty-four (164) pigeons that were “Not-Activated” and would not be competing for any of the prize money. Unfortunately, this total also included eight (8) pigeons that were deemed not fit enough to be sent to the race by the veterinary officers present because of injuries to them. This record breaking entry was actually 462 more pigeons than the 2007 record race entry which was 2,402. It was also a great pleasure to see that all the 26 countries that entered pigeons still had pigeons left in the race, which in itself is a remarkable achievement and these were made up as follows:- INTERNATIONAL ENTRIES totalled 2,162 and the host country SOUTH AFRICA had 704 entries and this is a breakdown of actual entries per country AUSTRALIA 111, AUSTRIA 62, BELARUS 3, BELGIUM 165, CANADA 36, CZECH REPUBLIC 24, DENMARK 56, GERMANY 974, IRELAND 52, LITHUANIA 18, MEXICO 18, NAMIBIA 4, NETHERLANDS 98, NEW ZEALAND 16, POLAND 1, PORTUGAL 7, ROMANIA 23, RUSSIA 34, SLOVAKIA 24, SLOVENIA 3, SOUTH AFRICA 704, SWAZILAND 5, SWITZERLAND 6, UNITED KINGDOM 189, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 214 and ZIMBABWE 19. Once again it was great to see a few now countries competing for the first time but as usual it was also a great shame to see quite a few countries not being able to enter because of Avian Influenza restrictions imposed by their governments or ministries. Hopefully, things will improve for the 2009 SCMDPR. It should be mentioned that for the first ten years the race distance had been from 632km (393 miles) but the Race Organisers and Race Committee decided to reduce the race distance to give more pigeons a chance to make it back to the lofts on the day of liberation. Once again because of the bad weather early on when the training started the Race Organisers had been playing catch up and as they were actually 30km shorter on the 5th Hot Spot Race and once again it was considered that the correct thing to do was to also reduce the distance by 80km for the Final Race.

Friday  was a day of meetings and setting up the SCMDPR Trade Stand and it was soon time to get ready for The Welcome Reception in the Hall Of Treasures, which started at 20-00, which as usual had a fantastic buffet for everybody to enjoy, the presentation of the food was outstanding and once again Sun International did us proud. This as usual was a casual function and was attended by about 600 fanciers. Zandy Meyer told everybody about the weather forecast for the Saturday and that it looked good for a great race and he thought it would be a fairly tough event even though the race distance had been reduced to the same as last year. Then Joe Kentgens, The General Manager of Sun International welcomed everybody to Sun City and told us all that Sun International were very proud to be hosting the 12th Sun City Million Dollar Pigeon Race and wished everybody good luck for the race and said he looked forward to seeing us all again next year. All the Country Race Shippers that were present were called to the stage and presented with a gift for their efforts throughout the year, plus the sponsors were called up and presented with a framed diploma for their support in the race. Zandy Meyer and Joan-e Holt then handed over all the awards and each person that was present then was called up to the stage and were all greeted with great applause. The function finished about 22-30 and people made their way back to the various bars to round off their day. As one of the Official Shippers, I would like to personally thank all the Country and Regional Race Shippers for all their hard work and efforts over the years, without your help and assistance the race would never off got off the ground and would not be the success it is today.

As I went down for breakfast on Saturday morning I was informed that the convoy were liberated at 06-00 in fine and clear conditions, little to no wind at the racepoint and a temperature of 20c or 68f, rising as the day progressed to around 38c or around 104f at mid afternoon. However, as the day progressed a strong head wind was forecast and the other good news was that only a 30% chance of scattered showers was forecast during the afternoon. So a reasonable race was anticipated and the Zandy Meyer (Race Director) and Dirk Engelbrecht (Loft Manager) thought the first pigeons would take just over nine hours to complete their journey. The atmosphere at breakfast was electric and almost everybody I spoke to said how long do you think they will take and my response was between nine and nine and a half hours. The 9 hour mark seemed to be a favourite with most fanciers. It was now over to the Superbowl to see what was happening there and as usual it was packed and fanciers were all around the trade stands and buying products and gifts. On the two massive screens you could watch the liberation of the pigeons at Trompsburg earlier in the day and this of course created a lot of interest, also the screens were showing Google Earth and this showed the route the pigeons should be taking and this was the second time in Sun City that pigeon fanciers and guests could see what was actually happening on the two massive screens. THE SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR PIGEON RACE IS THE ONLY ONE LOFT RACE IN THE WORLD THAT OFFERS SUCH INFORMATION TO ITS ENTRANTS AND AS ANYBODY WILL TELL WHO WAS PRESENT, IT REALLY DOES ADD TO THE EXCITEMENT ON THE DAY. It was also great to see that the transporter staff had taken a video clip of a small group of pigeons battling against the wind, just above the ground and transmitted it back to the Superbowl so fanciers could view it. In between all these clips and information, Alan Jordaan was updating people with weather forecasts and news that had been telephoned back to the organisers from the convoyer on the returning transporter and back up vehicle. KEEPING FANCIERS/ENTRANTS INFORMED HAS ALWAYS BEEN THE OBJECT OF THIS GREAT RACE.

I left the Superbowl at about 12-30 to go to the lofts to greet a few other Country Race Shippers and media that were going to watch the race transpire as the afternoon progressed. The UNIKON ELECTRONIC CLOCKING SYSTEM (DEISTER) had been checked and the battery back-up system was connected, just in case we had a power cut or a big electrical storm. The camera crew were all set up and in position to film the winning pigeons arriving and all of this was being relayed direct into the Superbowl for the five to six thousands fanciers/guests/friends to watch live as the pigeons arrived at the lofts.

When I left the Superbowl it was nearly full and everybody was having a wonderful time listening to the fabulous entertainment but at the same time enjoying the magnificent lunch and watching the two massive screens that were showing everything live that was happening at the lofts. 

The after a couple of hours looking into the sky, all of a sudden two pigeons was spotted approaching the lofts at 14-36, slightly earlier than expected and admist great excitement the cameraman zoomed in and they hit the loft, now everybody was hoping that one of these pigeons was theirs, one landed close to the traps and made its way to the traps, the other one landed further away from the traps and hesitated and did not want to make a move towards the traps, then the one that landed nearest to the traps actually went in first and was finally clocked at 14-36-00.29 and the computer screen soon revealed CONGRATULATIONS for 1st OPEN belonged to FILIP NORMAN from BELGIUM with their pigeon named ABRAHAM, which recorded a winning velocity of 1170ypm (1069mpm) or (approx. 39.88mph) and won a staggering $200,000, 2nd OPEN and runner-up went to KOOPMAN RACING TEAM from the NETHERLANDS with pigeon named J D ACTION which was clocked at 14-39-41.70 and won $125,000. These two pigeons were well clear of the next arrivals to arrive at the lofts, in fact when we worked it out after the race these two pigeons were actually 15 miles in front of the next pigeons in the convoy. 3rd OPEN position went to THORSTEN DAUM & DAVID LAM representing GERMANY with their pigeon aptly named WORLD CHAMPION which nearly pulled off the win and was clocked at 14-50-25.25 and won $75,000, 4th OPEN was clocked at 14-50-43.69 for KOHLER-WEITSTRECKENCLUB from GERMANY with their pigeon named WESTFALIA and won $50,000, 5th OPEN for HORST & FRANK SANDER from GERMANY with TINO and was clocked at 14-51-53.10 and won $25,000, 6th OPEN went to the NEXOR SYNDICATE with a pigeon named BENZINGS FIRE and clocked at 14-51-59.20 representing the NETHERLANDS and purchased I believe by a punter and they won $20,000, 7th OPEN went to LES WINDLE, DAVE GILBERT & CHARLIE JONES with a pigeon named AKKY representing GERMANY and clocked at 14-51-59.20 and these guys won $15,000, 8th OPEN went to TEAM SYLT 2000 representing GERMANY with pigeon named SYLT WINGS and clocked at 15-01-42.10 and won $10,000, 9th OPEN went to M & C HANSEN from DENMARK with their pigeon named NETTE and clocked at 15-07-57.70 and won $9,000, 10th OPEN went to what can now only be described as the best pigeon ever to grace the Sun City Million Dollar Pigeon Races since the inception of the first race way back in 1997 and this was owned by SUDHOFF & VAN BEERS from GERMANY with their great Champion BIRDY which was clocked at 15-08-04.55 and won $8,000 and the last of the ten Gold Medals to be awarded to the first ten pigeons home in the race. This outstanding pigeons had already won the SUN CITY HOT SPOT AVERAGES by a clear 13 minutes and $5,000 Prize Money, plus now it had won the SUN CITY OVERALL AVERAGES and $5,000 by a clear 83 minutes and by taking 10th position in this “Final Race” it also won the “KNOCKOUT COMPETITION” and a $25,000 Cash Prize for its efforts, racing against 2,400 plus pigeons that were entered in this classification. This exceptional pigeon had also won Hot Spot Prize Money and NOMINATIONS in quite a few previous races and in the 24 races that counted in the SUN CITY OVERALL AVERAGES it actually won the following positions which when you take a close look at you will realise what a GREAT CHAMPION BIRDY has turned out to be:- 26th, 772nd, 13th, 30th, 310th, 120th, 21st, 121st, 114th, 92nd, 454th, 385th, 14th, 14th, 32nd, 260th, 484th, 322nd, 15th, 823rd, 8th, 674th, 467th and now 10th making it 11 times in the first 100 in the Open and never out of the first 823 in the Open, a record that will take a long time to be beaten I think. It was interesting to note that this Janssen/Van Loon hen was actually bred from a 9 year old Van Loon hen and that the pigeon was named BIRDY after a car (a Nissan Bluebird) that Willi Van Beer’s wife Gisela had owned years ago. This was the first pigeon ever to take the accolade of winning the “HOT SPOT AVERAGES”, “THE SUN CITY OVERALL AVERAGES” and the “KNOCKOUT COMPETITION”, plus a HOT SPOT CASH PRIZE and numerous NOMINATIONS in earlier races and of course there was lots of speculation as to what this great pigeon would fetch at the auction on the Sunday morning. See further down in this article for news on what this pigeon fetched, all I will tell you at the current time is it created yet another WORLD RECORD for THE SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR PIGEON RACE. These top 10 pigeons had just over 32 minutes between them and consisted of 

1 x Belgian, 2 x Dutch, 6 x German and 1 x Danish pigeons. The top 50 positions were all taken within 54 minutes of the winner and the top 100 all within 94 minutes, plus the first 250 cash prizes were all won by 17-55 and if fact a total of 399 pigeons made it back to the lofts on the day of which 17 of these did not take positions because they were not-activated with the last one being clocked on the day at 11-58 to a German fancier and this total included 18 United Kingdom and 8 Irish pigeons but 2 of these unfortunately were also not-activated. Once again pigeon racing brings up all sorts of surprises and this race was no different with a Canadian pigeon being clocked at 01-22 and Belgian pigeon being clocked even later at 02-09 early on Sunday morning whilst we were all tucked up in bed. As Sunday morning dawned the first one clocked was a Mexican pigeon at 05-50 and the pigeons just fell out of the sky for most of the day and by the end of Sunday a grand total of over 1,500 had been officially clocked and the general condition was excellent and by Sunday 13th February a total of 1,719 had been officially recorded and this included 1,340 International, 379 South African with 115 United Kingdom and 34 Irish pigeons in this total. Anybody wanting to study the Race Result in more depth can log onto www.scmdpr.com and hit the “RESULTS & LISTINGS” section and get all the information they require. Some interesting facts that transpired Denmark had 56 to the race with 41 home and 8 in the 250, Slovakia 24 pigeons to the race with 17 home but missing out on 19th and 228th by not activation these entries, Mexico had 18 to the race, 16 home and 3 in the top 250, all great performances and worthy of a mention. It was also great to see Belgium doing so well with 22 in the top 162 and 37 clocked on the day, plus Netherlands with 15 in the top 250 and of course Germany who once again had a great result with a total of 22 pigeons in the first 45 and actually got 50 in the top 115 and 100 in the top 256 but of course it should be noted and mentioned that the German team originally entered a massive 1,561 and actually got 974 to the Final Race, however after taking everything into consideration it was still an outstanding Team result and just goes to show that the more you have in the race, the more chances you have of winning major cash prizes.

I really am lost for words to say about this outstanding German pigeon named BIRDY because whilst we have had numerous top class pigeons representing other countries in the past 11 years and also in the 2008 SCMDPR, nothing can hold a candle to the performances that this pigeon has achieved, in fact ever pigeon fancier that enters this great International race can probably only dream about breeding and owning a pigeon like this. As we all know you bred something like this once in your lifetime and SUDHOFF & VAN BEERS did it and entered it into the 12th SCMDPR and reaped their due rewards for their efforts. I was so pleased for Willi Van Beers because he is also a great friend of mine and has also worked tirelessly in an effort to get more and more pigeons entered into the SCMDPR, so at the end of the day nobody deserves it more in my opinion. Now all we have to do is to try to breed something just as good for future races and one thing is for sure if you do not send, then you certainly will not be able to emulate this pigeon’s results, they only way to beat this pigeon’s performances is to send the best you have and then perhaps you will have the same satisfaction of breeding and owner a WORLD CHAMPION.

It was now time to attend the PRIZE PRESENTATION & DINNER in The Pilanesberg Ballroom at 20-00 and once again we were late arriving because we stayed at the lofts to see the last few pigeons arrive and as I entered the room it looked stunning with a wonderful buffet set up on two sides. As soon as people were sitting down at their tables Zandy Meyer (Race Director) gave a short speech about the race and stated that 399 pigeons had been clocked and then he passed over to Joe Kentgens from Sun International who had a few kind words to say about the successful race and event that had taken place earlier in the day and he closed by wishing everybody a safe journey home and looked forward to seeing them all again next year. It was now time to present the prizes and as Zandy Meyer read out the prize winners the appropriate award was handed over by Joan-e Holt and the winners started to arrive at the stage to collect their awards. Starting off at tenth prize and working down to the actual race winner, all were applauded to the stage to get their trophies and Gold Medals but as in all races there is only one winner and this was FILIP NORMAN from BELGIUM who was called to the stage to collect the Winners Jacket, Winners Trophy, Gold Medal and a massive cheque for US$200,000, amidst tremendous applause. Unfortunately these fancier was not present so Frank & August Daelemans, the Belgian Shippers duly collected their awards for them with everybody present thinking I wish that could have been me. Photographs were being taken by scores of fanciers, editors and media and as Frank & August walked back to their table they was once again applauded until they finally sat down. A few more gifts were handed out to all the staff that work so hard to make this great race the success it is and has been over the years, without them we would not have been coming to Sun City for the last twelve years. Congratulations to all the top ten which were all mentioned above in the actual race result, plus of course all those other competitors/entrants that got pigeons in the top 250 and also on the day. As usual it is impossible to mention everybody as I am sure you will appreciate. However, I must mention the only person from the United Kingdom that had the privilege of going up to the stage to collect an award and that was Richard Elliott from Plymouth and he was representing the Frozen Porridge Syndicate and they won a award for 1st Country Prize & $5,000 for 1st UK in the 5th Hot Spot Race with their great little pigeon AUFEDERSEIN PET which had a great racing series and actually won 3 x 1st & 4 x 2nd UK in this series and won a considerable amount of Nomination money throughout the race series and this fabulous little pigeon was bred by John Fellows from Ferryhill. WELL DONE RICHARD MY FRIEND, YOU REALLY DID LOOK ONE MILLION DOLLARS TO RECEIVE YOUR AWARD. Dancing continued until midnight but I had left before then as I had to go back to the lofts with Michael and Pieter to switch over the electronic clocking system to the next day plus myself, Cornay Smith (Attorney for ASI) and Dirk the Loft Manager were not finished yet as before we left the lofts earlier to go to the Prize Presentation we had put the first three winning pigeons into the individual show pens so that their droppings could sent off for dope checking, this actually takes quite a time and we finally left the lofts at 01-15 a.m to head back to our hotels to catch up on lost sleep.

No real need to get up bright and early on the Sunday morning which was a great relief as the 250 cash prizes were all taken on the day, only the third time this has happened in the history of this great race. However, I did speak to numerous fanciers that did go to the lofts early the next morning and they told me the pigeons literally just fell out of the sky with over 1,500 being electronically recorded by Sunday evening.

CONGRATULATIONS for taking 1st UNITED KINGDOM, 43rd OPEN & $2,500 Prize Money, plus $6,100 National Championship and “FLYING THE FLAG” went to MR & MRS ANDY GREGSON from PRESTON with WALTON LAD, which was the same way bred as their 3rd UK, 47th Open in the 2007 SCMDPR, 2nd UK, 44th Open & $2,500, plus $3,660 National Championship went to The Three Tom-Boggies with London Pride and bred by Eddie Thompson from Romford, 3rd UK, 47th Open & $2,500, plus $2,440 National Championship was a second pigeon for Mr & Mrs Andy Gregson from Preston with Preston Girl, what is really amazing that these 3 English pigeons all homed together and there is only 21 seconds between the 3 of them. It should also be mentioned that Mr & Mrs Andy Gregson also came 3rd UK, 47th Open in the 2007 SCMDPR and were runner-up in the “Knockout Competition”, 4th UK, 58th Open Dave & Paul McCarty from Wallasey with Wallasey Pearl & $2,000, also winning $3,196 Nomination money and came runner-up in the Knockout Competition, they came 1st UK, 28th Open in the 2007 SCMDPR, 5th UK, 69th Open & $2,000 for Guy Barrett OBE from Horsforth with Horsforth King, 6th UK, 134th Open for the Smith & McAllister Syndicate & $1,250 with Million Dollar Babe which was bred by Bruce McAllister from Furneaux Pelham and the syndicate was administered by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet, 7th UK, 137th Open & $1,250 for Waldron Lofts with Waldron Wonder bred by Graham Watkinson from Skelmersdale, who also has a great record in past races, 8th UK, 164th Open & $1,000 another for Dave & Paul McCarthy from Wallasey with Wallasey Rambo, 9th UK, 165th Open & $1,000 for the English Glory Syndicate with English Warrior bred by Jimmy Richards and the syndicate administered by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet, 10th UK, 196th Open & $1,000 went to T J Gunter who purchased this punter pigeon named Bordon Jeannie which was originally entered by Fred Robins from Chichester, 11th UK, 204th Open & $500 went to Her Majesty The Queen, pigeon named Royal Flight and bred by Carlo Napolitano, the Royal Loft Manager, it was great to see the Royal Lofts doing so well this year with 3 x 1st UK and a $1,000 Hot Spot Cash Prize, they won in total $1,542 which will all be given to charity with $771 going to the Privy Purse Charitable Trust in the UK and $771 to a creditable South African charity, 12th & 13th UK, 212th & 232nd both winning $500 each for the English Glory Syndicate with English Beauty and English Lad both bred by Jimmy Richards of Laindon. These were the last two UK pigeons that won Prize Money. 14th UK, 259th Open went to Telmara Syndicate with Sirloin bred by Chris Patmore from Saffron Walden, 15th UK, 272nd Open for Johnney Burns who purchased this punter pigeon named Fred’s Boy which was bred by Fred Robins from Chichester, 16th UK, 278th Open for Myrtle Lofts-Evans & Walker with Myrtle Star bred by Mark & Dickie Evans from Snaith, 17th UK, 282nd Open for Syndicate Lofts UK with Hells Bells bred by Peter Fox from Bangor and then 18th UK, 286th Open for Dennis Foster from Brown Edge with Amber Gold, 19th UK, 315th Open for Freedom Fighters with Freedom Star bred by Mr & Mrs Bill & Beryl Lewis from Worcester, 20th UK, 320th Open for Europa Auctions UK (Derek Nicholls) with Europa Class bred by John Boyd from Ballyclare, 21st UK, 322nd Open another for The Three Tom-Boggies with Annie (named the same as his charming wife) and bred by Eddie Thompson from Romford, 22nd UK, 349th Open for Kevin Cahill from Wigan with Ashton Star, 23rd UK, 351st Open a third arrival for Dave & Paul McCarthy from Wallasey with Wallasey Pride, 24th UK, 354th Open Brian Long from Gipping with Gipping Lady, 25th & 26th UK, 362nd & 374th Open two more for the English Glory Syndicate with English Queen and English Saint, both bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon, which meant he actually had 5 of his entries clocked on the day, then 27th UK, 376th Open a second pigeon for Syndicate Lofts UK with Rocket Lady bred by Peter Fox from Bangor. A total of 115 UK pigeons were officially recorded in the 1,719 officially clocked.    

The UNITED KINGDOM TEAM had an outstanding 2007/8 race series and actually won all the following OPEN positions:- 4 x 1st, 2nd, 4 x 3rd, 2 x 5th, 3 x 7th, 8th, 9th, 11th, 3 x 12th, 3 x 13th, 2 x 14th, 2 x 15th, 16th, 2 x 17th, 

2 x 18th and 4 x 20th plus scores of other top positions in the top 100, which when you consider the quality they have been up against is a quite remarkable achievement. WELL DONE TO ALL CONCERNED.

CONGRATULATIONS for taking 1st IRELAND, 50th OPEN & US$2,500 Prize Money, plus $1,250 National Championship went to BILLY WALLACE with pigeon named HELEN, 2nd Ireland, 123rd Open & $1,250, plus $750 National Championship went to Curtin Brothers with Daniel’s Choice, 3rd Ireland, 158th Open & $1,000, plus $500 National Championship went to Josh & Kevin with Cab 1, 4th Ireland, 240th Open & $500 went to Doonanore Lofts with The GAP, 5th Ireland, 257th Open went to Ashleys Outlaws, 6th Ireland, 302nd Open went to Dave Brown with his pigeon named Maria and 7th Ireland, 501st Open went to the Irish Race Team Shipper Gerry McCourt with his great winning pigeon Adam that had previously won 5 x 1st  & 2 x 2nd Ireland and was clocked at 07-13 Sunday morning. Unfortunately as mentioned earlier two other Irish pigeon were “NOT-ACTIVATED” and one belonged to Cooley Brothers with Father’s Pride that would of taken 3rd Ireland and Ashley’s Hillbillies that would of taken 7th Ireland with El Sid being clocked at 07-06 on Sunday morning. A total of 34 Irish pigeons were clocked in the 1,719 that were officially recorded.

The IRELAND TEAM also had some great performances considering the size of their race entry and they won the following OPEN positions during this 2007/8 race series:- 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 6th, 8th, 13th, 16th, 2 x 17th and 20th plus quite a few other top positions in the top 100 which against the quality entered in this race is a quite a fantastic achievement. WELL DONE TO ALL THE IRISH TEAM. 

IT WAS THE FINAL ROUND OF THE VERY POPULAR “KNOCKOUT COMPETITION”, WHICH OFFERS A US$25,000 FIRST PRIZE TO THE FIRST NOMINATED PIGEON CLOCKED IN FIFTH ROUND, WHICH ALSO TOOK PLACE DURING THIS “FINAL RACE”. A TOTAL OF 62 WERE LEFT IN THIS COMPETITION AND THE UNITED KINGDOM HAD 4 PIGEONS LEFT IN AND WERE AS FOLLOWS:- HAMPSHIRE SELECT bred by PETER REEVES from WINCHESTER,  WALLESEY PEARL bred by DAVE & PAUL McCARTHY from WALLASEY, BRICKET LASS bred by RAY NEALE from BRICKETT WOOD and BLUE DUST bred by JIMMY RICHARDS from LAINDON, plus there 2 IRISH PIGEONS LEFT IN THIS COMPEITION and they were DADDY COOL bred by COOLEY BROTHERS and SURETHING bred by THE GREEN TEAM. The winner of this prestigious competition was as mentioned earlier in the article the SUDHOFF & VAN BEERS great CHAMPION BIRDY from GERMANY which won 10th OPEN. Hard luck for DAVE & PAUL McCARTY representing the UNITED KINGDOM with pigeon named WALLASEY PEARL, which took second in this competition taking 58th OPEN. Hard luck guys as this would have been a great prize to of won and what makes it worse is this is the second year running we have come runner-up in this competition as last year Mr & Mrs. Andy Gregson from Preston also came second and unfortunately there is no prize money for second spot. Well done to all concerned and I am sure if we keep trying we will finally crack this competition.

THE SUN CITY ACE PIGEON GRAND AVERAGES have now been up and running for 24 races and the final results this year for the 2007/8 race series were as follows:- 1st going to SUDHOFF & VAN BEERS from GERMANY with their great pigeon named BIRDY and he wins US$5,000, 2nd went to ELFRIEDE & ALBERT CASSELMANN from GERMANY with pigeon named SUBLIME PRESENCE and they win US$3,000, 3rd went to THORSTEN DAUM & DAVID LAM from GERMANY with WORLD CHAMPION and they won US$2,000. The UNITED KINGDOM TEAM had the following positions:- 19th WALDRON LOFTS with WALDRON WONDER bred by Graham Watkinson from Skelmersdale, 42nd DAVE & PAUL McCARTHY from WALLASEY with WALLASEY PEARL, 55th ENGLISH GLORY SYNDICATE with ENGLISH QUEEN bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon, 59th MR & MRS ANDY GREGSON from PRESTON with PRESTON GIRL, 74th GUY BARRETT OBE from HORSFORTH with HORSFORTH KING, 110th ENGLISH GLORY SYNDICATE with ENGLISH LAD again bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon, 111th THE THREE TOM-BOGGIES with ANNIE and bred by Eddie Thompson from Romford, 114th DENNIS FOSTER from BROWN EDGE with AMBER GOLD and 125th THE THREE TOM-BOGGIES again with LONDON PRIDE bred by Eddie Thompson from Romford. Our IRISH counterparts had 57th CURTIN BROTHERS with DANIEL’S CHOICE, 102nd BILLY WALLACE with HELEN, 124th DAVE BROWN with MARIA, 229th JOSH & KEVIN with CAB 1 and then 276th GERRY McCOURT with ADAM. Well done to all concerned.  

Once again the GUESS THE TIME OF THE WINNING PIGEON, POOLS and NOMINATIONS were once again very well supported and the a total of R4,505 (approx. £322) was placed on the winning pigeons official clocking time and their was one winner who was only 9.71 seconds out won R2,252.50 (approx. £161) and a runner-up won R1,351-50 (approx. £97) and two people that shared third prize and both won 450-50 (approx. £32 each). The total POOLS payout amounted to staggering record breaking R112,362 (approx. £8,026) and I could only see UK winner was CHRISTINE YOUNG who collected R1,809-34 (approx. £130) for her little flutter on the pools. The NOMINATIONS were once well supported and actually had 607 different pigeons having money put on them and because of this we had yet another record breaking payout total of US$43,761-40c (approx. £22,442) that was up for grabs and three fanciers from the UK won money and they were as follows:- DAVE & PAUL McCARTHY who won US$3,196 (approx. £1,640) with WALLASEY PEARL, HORRABRIDGE HORRORS with US$68 (approx. £35) with ANTJI and WALDRON LOFTS won US$51 (approx. £26) with WALDON WONDER. Congratulations to all these winners or having the confidence to have a little gamble on their pigeons. 

Whilst it would be nice to mention everybody that clocked pigeons in each race, logistically that is impossible as I am sure you will all understand, that is why Air Sport Internationale have spent a small fortune making all the information you might require available on their state of the art web site:- www.scmdpr.com so you or anybody else around the world can get all the information at the touch of a button and even get a print off if one is needed, all you need to do id go onto the web site and see Results & Listings, everything you need to see will be their for you to see. 

Anybody can log on to the state of the art web site:- www.scmdpr.com and see what is happening on a daily basis. If you had entered the 2007/8 race series you would have already had twenty-four races and fun throughout our winter months following the success of your own pigeons or syndicate pigeons or of course just following the results of one of your local fanciers or somebody you know. Why not just log on and have a look on a regular basis, you will be amazed at what information you can see and find? This web site is without doubt the most informative and up to date one loft web site in the world today and is continually improving certain aspects of this great race.

If you have been unlucky enough to lose your complete team or in fact any of your complete teams prior to the basketing for the Final Race, you are entitled to a “FREE ENTRY” into the next SCMDPR providing none of them won any special prize money in the earlier races. This rule only applies to individually registered teams, which means that the US$25 registration fee was originally paid with each team of three pigeons. The date for the 13th SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR PIGEON RACE has already been confirmed and will be held in Sun City, South Africa on Saturday 31st January 2009.

If you need to know anything about the race or are not sure about something, you can also contact me and I will only too pleased to assist you and give you the answers to any questions or queries you might have, just call me on my home number 01279-812005 or my mobile 07860-568216 or email me on reglofts@aol.com 

I would now like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your continued support and it should be mentioned that in the FINAL RACE the actual PRIZE MONEY that could be won in this race amounted to a staggering US$1.065 MILLION AMERICAN DOLLARS, which currently equates to roughly £560,000-00p STERLING. There were 250 Cash prizes for the first 250 “ACTIVATED PIGEONS” clocked in the race, plus US$25,000 KNOCKOUT PRIZE, US$10,000 SUN CITY GRAND AVERAGE PRIZES, US$147,000 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP CASH PRIZES, which is split between numerous different countries. Also to add to this are ten superb GOLD MEDALS and all the other trophies that can be won in this truly prestigious international pigeon race. Add to this all the US$50,000 allocated for Hot Spot Prizes, plus US$50,000 allocated for the five Brand New Motor Cars, US$10,000 for the two pigeon averages over each of the five Hot Spot Races, US$5,000 Hot Spot Ace Pigeon Award, plus US$25,000 Country Cash Prizes (5 x US$5,000) and numerous others at US$1,000 each for other countries that got pigeons in the top 250 in the 5th Hot Spot Race. Then there was all the NOMINATION & POOL MONEY plus all the trophies, awards, diplomas to all mentioned above and you truly do have “THE GREATEST PIGEON RACE IN THE WORLD TODAY” and “THE RACE WITH THE PROVEN TRACK RECORD” which has paid out its projected prize money every year since day one. TOTAL PAID OUT IN THE 2007/8 SERIES WAS OVER US$1.7 MILLION AMERICAN DOLLARS. No other pigeon race in the world can proudly state this type of payout and that is a fact.

SPECIAL THANKS must go to SUN INTERNATIONAL for once again letting us host The 12th Sun City Million Dollar (The Greatest Pigeon Race In The World Today), in the magnificent Sun City Resort. It really is a wonderful setting for such a prestigious event such as this. All the staff at the Sun City complex always seem to go out of their way to make sure we all have a great time and I for one, am looking forward to seeing them all again next year. ONCE AGAIN A SPECIAL THANK YOU must also go to AIR SPORT INTERNATIONALE who are The Presenters of this race, as without their support over the last eleven years this race would never of been able to add these accolades to their advertising, brochures and web site, “THE GREATEST PIGEON RACE IN THE WORLD TODAY” and “THE RACE WITH THE PROVEN TRACK RECORD”. This has only been achieved by all the hard work and effort by all the staff employed by this great race and ASI.

However, without the support of all the race entrants over the past twelve years and the fanciers/friends that travel out to Sun City for the race, this race would never of become “THE BEST PIGEON RACE IN THE WORLD TODAY”, so a BIG THANK YOU for your race entries and for also deciding to travel out to South Africa to watch and be part of this great race. Once again it was great to see in excess of 100 United Kingdom and Irish fanciers taking a well earned break in the sun to travel out to watch the race and although the teams did not win a top prize, once again they represented their countries in a great manner. I look forward to seeing you all again next year when perhaps one or more fanciers from these two countries can win some major cash prizes.

*****A NEW WORLD RECORD PRICED PIGEON FOR A ONE LOFT RACE:-

As usual the first 100 pigeons were auctioned in the Superbowl on the Sunday morning and once again this was a resounding success with once again pigeons fetching record prices and a record total. Just remember last year when the first 20 pigeons in this auction raised a staggering 2.3 Million Rands (approx. £177,000-00p) and the total raised for the top 100 was 3.363 Million Rands (approx. £259,000-00p), an average of over £2,590-00p each. This just goes to show fanciers all over the world the interest there is in purchasing pigeons that compete in this great race. Just to give you an example of what the top pigeons made this year, I will now list a few:- The winning pigeon in the 2008 SCMDPR and owned by FILIP NORMAN and named ABRAHAM started off the auction by making R130,000 (approx. £9,300) and many other made top prices but everybody seemed to be waiting for the GREATEST PIGEON OF ALL TIME IN THE SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR PIGEON RACES OVER THE PAST 12 YEARS AND THAT IS WITHOUT DOUBT, THE SUDHOFF & VAN BEERS BRED “CHAMPION BIRDY”, that had actually won “THE HOT SPOT ACE PIGEON AWARD”, “THE SUN CITY OVERALL ACE PIGEON AWARD”, plus it also won “THE KNOCKOUT COMPETITION” in the “FINAL RACE” and had a host of top positions in the 24 races that it took part in, see above results just to see how good this pigeon really was. Bidding started off at R200,000 (approx. £13,433) and carried on until it reached a staggering R800,000 (approx. £53,730-22p) or (US$106,213.40c) or (E71,156.02) at the current exchange rates. After fierce bidding the pigeon was finally knocked down to Mark Kitchenbrand a South African fancier who also last year purchased 9 out of the top 10 pigeons for well over R1.2 Million (approx. £81,000). I like so many other pigeon fanciers in the Superbowl were privileged to be present to see this great pigeon sold for a NEW WORLD RECORD ONE LOFT RACE PRICE and the auctioneers were like most people in the hall amazed at the interest in this marvellous pigeon. This meant that if this little hen weighed about 13 ounces it was worth nearly R61,538 or (£4,133) or (US$8,170) or (E5,474) per ounce of body weight, making it more expensive than many top precious metals of jewels in the world today. The total sale once again exceeded R2.2 Million (approx. £148,000), which means the average price per pigeon was over £1,480 each. This once again just goes to show that if you are lucky enough to get a top class pigeon in the prestigious race you are looking at it fetching a small fortune and that can only be good news for all concerned because the breeder gets 50% of this sum after expenses have been deducted. WHAT A GREAT EXTRA REWARD IF YOUR PIGEON PERFORMS WELL DURING THE SCMDPR SERIES. During my lifetime I have had the great privilege to handle some of the greatest pigeons in the world and many one loft race winners all over the world and know that if you are entering pigeons into the Sun City Million Dollar Pigeon Race, then only the best are good enough as everybody sends what they think are the best they can breed. Since the inception of the SCMDPR we have had numerous fabulous pigeons entered over the years including BADGER LAND, plus many other actual race winners, also COLOUR OF WATER and quite a few more that spring to mind over the 12 years this race has been running. I have been lucky enough to handle nearly all these top class pigeons and I think that the 2007/8 race series has created more great pigeons than any other race we have ever held and the good thing is they are coming from lots of different countries which is also great to see but I must admit that the one that sticks out in my mind is the truly outstanding pigeon named BIRDY from this year’s race series, never before and probably never again will a pigeon win what this one has and should surely be given the CHAMPION OF THE WORLD prefix. However, it is up to all pigeon fanciers all over the world to now try to emulate the tremendous performances of CHAMPION BIRDY, so why not give it a try and enter your best pigeons in the 2009 SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR PIGEON RACE? The rewards for winning are fantastic as you can all see.  

*****SPECIAL NOTIFICATION*****

Now the other 1,600 plus pigeons that have returned from the race have to be sold all over South Africa and that in itself is another massive task and over 50 different venues have already been selected and are available for all to see on our dedicated web site:- www.scmdpr.com if you want to see where your pigeon/s are being sold then all the information can be found by hitting the AUCTION button on the home page. However, it should be pointed out that NO AUCTION MONEY will be paid out until after the last auction has taken place and that is currently scheduled for the end of APRIL 2008. After all the auction sales have taken place, the funds for your pigeons will be transferred into your ASI account. 

SPECIAL THANKS must go Sara Blackshaw, Miles Stott and all the staff at Air Sport International (The Presenters Of The Race), Zandy Meyer (Race Director), Joan-e Holt (Public Relations), Marion Branford (Administation), Michael Holt (Systems Administrator), Pieter Saayman (Assistant Systems Administrator), Dirk Engelbrecht (Loft Manager), Andre Van Wyk (Assitant Loft Manager), Corrie Naude (Trainer), At Van Jaarsveld (Transport Driver), Dr. L Du Plessies (Veterinary Officer), Alan Jordaan (Stage Interviewer), Paul Smith (United Kingdom Shipper), Cornay Smit (Attorney for ASI), Henri Stiglingh (International Ambassador), Peter Furstenberg and all his staff Shine Interactive, our web designers plus the eight loft assistants who were Patrick Ngwangushe, Meshack Daldla, Thulani Khumalo, Brian Nsizwane, Meshack Makhanye, Eddie Ngwangushe, Phillios Letsema and Alfheus Mbuli. Without these people, plus the camera crews, technical teams, and of course all the COUNTRY and REGIONAL RACE SHIPPER’S this race would be impossible to run. Another company that has given us tremendous help and assistance since the race started is HELLMANN WORLDWIDE LOGISTICS as they ship most of the pigeons from all parts of the world. SO A “BIG” THANK YOU TO YOU ALL FOR YOUR HARD WORK AND EFFORTS DURING THE 2007/8 RACE SERIES. WHAT A GREAT “TEAM” THEY ALL MAKE.

We must also once again thank all our sponsors:- SUN INTENATIONAL, SUN CITY, NASHUA, MEDPET, ROHNFRIED, SUDHOFF VETERINARY PRODUCTS and DEISTER ELECTRONIC (UNIKON) for their continued support in this great international pigeon race.

SOME STATS THAT MIGHT AMAZE YOU! Once again the SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR WEB SITE has been a resounding success and it is without doubt the greatest and most informative one loft web site in the world today and this is backed up by figures that not many international companies can boast about. Every year from day one our “HITS” on the web site have increased and the 2005/6 series was no exception and the organisers are very proud to announce that we had over 14.047 MILLION “HITS” (14047261) and 173386 visits, plus during the 2005/6 race series, in fact the average time fanciers spent on this web site every time they logged on was 21 minutes. Just to show the interest this race and web site have, the 2004/5 race attracted 9.8 MILLION “HITS”, 2003/4 had 5 MILLION and the 2002/3 had 3 MILLION. The organisers believe in keeping fanciers/entrants up to date with the progress of the pigeons in the lofts and pigeon fanciers the world over love to go through all this information. It was announced that up to December 2006 the web site had 168,364 unique visitors and because of a change over of server the January and February 2007 figures are not yet to hand but I can tell you that in just 5 days from Sunday 18th February to Thursday 22nd February 2007 the web site had 31,500 visitors and over 2.5 million “HITS”. This just goes to prove to every fancier all over the world the interest there is in this great race. The 14 millions “HITS” for the 2005/6 race was easily exceeded for the 2006/7 race and this figure went up to around 18 million “HITS”. Once again this outstanding web site during the 2007/8 race series rose to a staggering 20 million “HITS” plus, over the whole race series and just to show fanciers all over the world the interest this race does create, the figures for November 2007 were over 1.53 million “HITS”, followed by 2.22 “HITS” during December 2007 and over 35,500 visitors and well over 2.55 Million “HITS” in January 2008, with the actual race day attracting a total of 26,031 visitors and just short of 2 million “HITS”. Records are broken year after year as you can see. The month of February 2008 figures are not finalised at the time of going to press but I can tell you all that the figures for the first few days of this month, just after the 2008 race finished were looking great with nearly 31,000 visitors and a staggering 2.50 Million “HITS”. WHAT FIGURES WILL COME OUT OF THE 2008/9 RACE SERIES? ONE THING IS FOR SURE, IF YOU WANT INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR PIGEONS ONCE THEY ARE IN THE LOFTS, THEN NO ONE LOFT RACE IN THE WORLD WILL GIVE YOU THE SORT OF INFORMATION THE SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR PIGEON RACE GIVE TO ITS ENTRANTS AND ALSO TO PIGEON FANCIERS THE WORLD OVER. EVERY YEAR WE INTRODUCE DIFFERENT TYPES OF INFORMATION TO GET EVERYBODY UP TOO DATE WITH WHAT IS HAPPENING IN SUN CITY, SOUTH AFRICA. 

This is now the time to start planning your pairings for the 2009 race and my only shipping date will hopefully be on THURSDAY 15th MAY 2007. Pieter Oberholster will probably also have the same shipping date as will Colin Surtees, please contact them if you want to ship with them. PLEASE BOOK YOUR PIGEONS WITH US NOW SO WE KNOW HOW MANY NEW BASKETS WE NEED TO PURCHASE TO BE ABLE TO SHIP YOUR PIGEONS TO SOUTH AFRICA. To comply with current DEFRA rules/regulations we also have to notify them who will be sending out pigeons from the United Kingdom and they need these at least ten days before shipment departs. So please help us to help you so there are not any last minute hitches. Please call me today on 01279-812005 and book your space.

With your support and entries we can win this race for the UNITED KINGDOM, it gives you three to four months of fun through our winter months and also the opportunity to travel out to watch the actual “FINAL RACE” and be part of the fabulous four days in Sun City in February 2009. If you would like me to send you a RULES/REGULATIONS BROCHURE and ENTRY FORMS then please contact me on 01279-812005 as soon as possible. If you feel you can’t afford to enter this race, why not try to get some family, friends, relations, work mates, club mates or business associates involved and form a small syndicate and enter some pigeons into the race. Many pigeons that have won top positions in the SCMDPR over the past few years have been entered in this way. It also gives any fancier in the world the opportunity to breed from their best pairs and try their pigeons out against the best in the world. Many fanciers have great pairs of pigeons that constantly breed top winners, so why not have a go and be part of our National Team and help “FLY THE FLAG FOR THE UNITED KINGDOM?” If the UNITED KINGDOM TEAM are going to win the SCMDPR or be a force to be feared of, then we need more and more fanciers to enter their top class pigeons. It has proved over the last few years that numbers do count and we all know that fanciers in this country do have the quality to get good results but one thing is for sure, that if you do not have any of your pigeons in the race, then you certainly will not win it. If you need any help or advice, please contact on any of the telephone numbers below. Your support will be greatly appreciated and you never know, it could be your turn to win this classic race in 2009.

*****”TRIP OF A LIFETIME”:- Why not think about booking a “Trip Of A Lifetime” with my group for the 2009 SCMDPR next January? If interested in a planned trip to South Africa, I will be only too pleased to assist and get you quotes from my Travel Agent in South Africa. However, f you are interested, please do not leave it too late as all accommodation and flights will be at a premium, so the earlier you book the better it will be. Just ask anybody that has been out to watch this great International Pigeon Race and spend time in Sun City and all will tell you it is a wonderful experience that is second to none. Over the past few years, these few days in South Africa have been treated as a great winter holiday but of course in the glorious sunny weather that this country has to offer at this time of the year. Over the past few years, generally over 100 fanciers from the United Kingdom and Ireland travel out for this great spectacle, so why not make your mind up now to enjoy a winter break and at the same time entering a few pigeons so you have something to look forward to on the actual race day, which will take place on Saturday 31st January 2009. If interested, then please call me 01279-812005 for further information.

I still have a few DVD’s available on the 2006 and 2007 Sun City Million Dollar Pigeon Races and anybody that is genuinely interested to see what actually happens in Sun City, South Africa during these race series can apply for an informative DVD on each race. As I only have a limited supply of these they will be sent out free of charge on a first come, first served basis. So if you would like to see what happens just call me on 01279-812005 and I will get these sent out to you by return of post. 

As I sure most of you are all aware I spend a lot of time working on my International Press Releases and Newsletters keeping competitors/entrants and pigeons fanciers in this country and all over the world informed about what is going on throughout the race series, hopefully you have all enjoyed my weekly reports and International Press Releases and I look forward to continuing these in the years to come. THANKS TO ALL THAT HAVE SUPPORTED THIS GREAT RACE, YOUR SUPPORT IS GREATLY APPRECIATED.

As most of you know, I have been involved with this SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR PIGEON RACE since its inception twelve years ago and every years records are broken and it is now classed as one of the biggest sporting events in South Africa and one that they are very proud to host. Over the past twelve year we have had about fifty different countries that have actually taken part and competed in this race, however the highest number has been 32 different countries participation at any one time and this of course varies depending on Ministry regulations in certain countries. It really is the true “OLYMPICS OF PIGEON RACING” and over the past twelve years we have had many different countries entering this great International Race. It is great to see some new countries coming onboard and entering each year but if we are going to really call it the “OLYMPIC EVENT” we would love to have as many countries actually entering that take part in the “OLYMPIC GAMES”, then we really could then call the winning pigeon the “OLYMPIC AND WORLD CHAMPION”. So if you or anybody in your country would like to participate then please get in touch with me or log onto www.scmdpr.com for more information, we will be only too pleased to try to sort out export permits and shipping from your country. Over the past few years it has been great to see quite a few new countries enter and compete, with quite a few of them doing exceptionally well throughout the race series and in the “Final Race”. So why not get some of your pigeons entered into the 13th SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR PIGEON RACE, that will take place on Saturday 31st January 2009?

Paul Smith. United Kingdom Shipper for The 12th Sun City Million Dollar (The Greatest Pigeon Race In The World Today), which took place in Sun City Resort, South Africa on Saturday 2nd February 2008.

Regency Lofts, “Five Pennies”, High Lane, Stansted Mountfitchet, Essex. CM24 8LQ. England.

Telephone/Facsimile:-01279-812005 (Int. 044-1279-812005), Mobile:- 07860-568216.

Email:- reglofts@aol.com Sun City Million Dollar Web Site:- www.scmdpr.com 

