    “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASE”

  REPORT ON 6th & 7th TRAINING RACE

                              on                                                                                                                        

   THE 13th SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR

 (THE RACE WITH THE PROVEN TRACK RECORD)
  (THE GREATEST PIGEON RACE IN THE WORLD)

WHICH IS DUE TO BE HELD IN SUN CITY, SOUTH AFRICA ON                      SATURDAY 31st JANUARY 2009.       

After weeks of short training tosses to get the pigeons used to the surrounding area it was time for Training Race 6 to take place and a total of 3,984 pigeons including 443 from the United Kingdom and 48 from Ireland were basketed and these were liberated at 07-00 on Saturday 15th November from 113km (approx. 70 miles), with a slight tail wind, the weather was fine and clear with a temperature of 26c (79f) and a good steady race was anticipated by the Race Director and the Loft Manager. 

CONGRATULATIONS in this sixth race for winning 1st Open went to Hok Jos Vercammen from Belgium with pigeon named Surprise which was clocked at 08-19-49 to record a velocity of 1540ypm (52mph). 2nd Open went to Team Oberhausen from Germany, 3rd Open went to Team Germany from Germany, 4th Open Syndicate Lofts UK from the United Kingdom, 5th Open went to Nicolaescu + Adi from Romania, 6th Open to Chris Smith from South Africa, 7th Open for Ormond F. Miller from Australia, 8th Open for Fahad M Al-Watry from Kuwait, 9th Open for Willy Kumpmeyer + Eckhard Rueter from Germany and 10th Open for Koopman Racing Pigeons from Netherlands.. The top 10 pigeons were clocked within 25 seconds of the actual race winner and once again it was great to see 8 different countries represented in the top 10. Over 500 pigeons were officially clocked within 4 minutes of the winner, with 3,781 by 09-12, 3,821 by 12-40 and 3,853 by 180-06 which contained 426 UK and 48 Irish pigeon. A total of 131 missing on the day. Clocking continued on Sunday and by nightfall 3,949 pigeons had been officially recorded leaving just 35 to make it back to base camp. Monday check in lofts showed 3,960 which meant only 24 failed to return from this race, which was a great result just before the 1st Hot Spot Race.

CONGRATULATIONS for winning 1st & 2nd UK, 4th & 24th Open went to Syndicate Lofts UK with two pigeons bred by Peter Fox from Bangor, North Wales, with the first one named Syndicate Voodoo Child which was officially clocked at 08-20-06 only 17.30 seconds after the winner, 3rd UK, 29th Open went to Van Vaizeys with a pigeon bred by Bomber Mellis & Son from Hampshire, 4th UK, 31st Open for Max Wilkes & Son from Solihull, 5th UK, 39th Open for Frozen Porridge administered by Richy Elliott from Plymouth with a pigeon bred by John Fellows from Ferryhill, 6th UK, 41st Open for Pet Shop Boys and Girls with a pigeon bred by John Alderslade from Bridlington, 7th UK, 42nd Open for Young Guernsey Boys and bred by Keith Young from Guernsey, 8th UK, 56th Open for Ian Johnston from Camborne, 9th UK, 74th Open for Juergen + Caroline Joesch from Hailsham, 10th UK, 107th Open for Joesch-Burger-Rossouw and also bred by Jurgen & Caroline Josch from Hailsham, 11th UK, 124th Open for Mark Gilbert GB from Windsor, 12th UK, 132nd Open for Bordon Lofts and bred by D. Matthews from Bordon, 13th UK, 145th Open for Darren Peters from East Heckington, 14th UK, 146th Open for Mad Stoney and bred by Brian & Sue Stone from Belper and then 15th UK, 149th Open another for Darren Peters from East Heckington. Many other very creditable performances but unfortunately space does not permit to include everybody. All in all another great race for the UK Team with 50 pigeons in the top 480 in this race and all clocked within 3 minutes 45 seconds of the race winner. A total of 426 UK pigeons were officially recorded on the day. Another 13 were clocked on Sunday making 439 UK pigeons still in the lofts. At the Monday check a total of 441 were still in the lofts. 

REGIONAL NOMINATIONS for the UK in this race totalled 83 entries and were won by Van Vaizeys with pigeon named Foster which was bred by Bomber Mellis & Son and entered in the $2 and $5 category and this won them $97.75c, Frozen Porridge entered the $2, $5 and $10 category and won $170 with their pigeon named Durham Edition and bred by John Fellows from Ferryhill, we then had Davo’s Syndicate winning $34 with pigeon named Waterside Gold bred by Keith Davison from Holbury. Well done to all these fanciers. 
GLOBAL NOMINATIONS got off to a great start and attracted considerable betting with 898 entries and a total of $6171 being flown for, with the Van Vaizeys pigeon Foster winning $51 and the Frozen Porridge pigeon Durham Edition winning $374. The last lot of nominations were won by the pigeon that took 93rd position in this sixth race.  

CONGRATULATIONS for taking 1st Ireland, 313th Open went to Nashers Team with their pigeon named Annette, which was clocked at 08-22-35, 2nd Ireland, 391st Open went o Cooley Brothers, 3rd Ireland, 402nd Open for Luigi Forte, 4th Ireland, 412th Open for Cannon Lillis Lofts, 5th Ireland, 474th Open for Gerry McCourt who acts as the Irish Team Shipper and 6th Ireland, 536th Open another for Cannon Lillis Lofts. All the 48 Irish pigeons were officially recorded on the day. 

SUN CITY OVERALL GRAND AVERAGES results after four official races have been flown are as follows:- 1st Open goes to Koopman Racing Pigeons from Netherlands with their pigeon named Paparazzi, which is just over 2 minutes in front of the next pigeon 1st UK, 11th Open is Southern & McCrudden from Skelmersdale with their pigeon named Misty Blue, 2nd UK, 42nd Open goes to Syndicate Lofts UK with his pigeon named Syndicate Lady Kannibaal which was bred by Peter Fox from Bangor, 3rd UK, 78th Open for Brown Brothers from Gloucester with Turbo, 4th UK, 79th Open for The Nuneaton Nutters with April and bred by Mr. Lennon from the West Midlands, 5th UK, 91st Open for Goodview Lofts with pigeon Annies Song bred by Bill & Julie Buxton from Warrington, 6th UK, 91st Open For Robbie Prettejohn + Jesse James with Miss Jesse James bred by Rob & Jan Prettejohn from Plymouth, 7th UK, 101st Open for Darren Peters from East Heckington with Fenlands 14, 8th UK, 113th Open for Crystal Palace Eagles with Crystal Shannon and bred by Donavan & Peart from Tadworth, 9th UK, 132nd Open for Van Vaizeys with Golden Husk bred by Steven Vaisey from Portsmouth with 10th UK, 133rd Open for Moonstone Lofts with Moonstone Popster bred by D. Gruzelier from Ravenstone. There are also another 5 UK pigeons in the top 187 in this classification. The top ten in this classification are made up from 6 different countries and about 9 minutes covers all of these. The Irish Team show 1st Ireland, 54th Open for Lucas Lofts with Junior O, 2nd Ireland, 210th Open for Cannon Lillis Lofts with Jos-Kevin and 3rd Ireland, 264th Open another for Nashers Team with Annette.

The seventh official race took place on Wednesday 19th November and a total of 3,965 were basketed and this figure included 442 United Kingdom pigeons and 48 from Ireland. The convoy were liberated at 07-00 from 79km (49 miles) in overcast conditions and rain forecast for the afternoon, little to no wind and a temperature of 24c (75f) and a good race was anticipated.

CONGRATULATIONS for winning 1st Open goes to Peter + Lukas Chytil from Slovakia with his pigeon named Queen Africa which was clocked at 08-00-11 to record a velocity of 1437ypm (47mph), 2nd Open went to Willy Kumpmeyer + Eckhard Rueter from Germany, 3rd Open to Korfmann.com from Germany, 4th Open to Aspirate Ad Astra from the United Kingdom with a pigeon bred by Pieter Oberholster, 5th Open to Team Zumdiek from Germany, 6th Open to JSO King Syndicate from South Africa, 7th Open went to Koopman Racing Pigeons from Netherlands, 8th Open for Team Sylt 200 from Germany, 9th Open to GGM Van Den Berg from Netherlands and 10th Open to Club Waterberg Wedvlugduif Klub representing South Africa. Another outstanding International result with 5 different countries represented in the top 10 with only 27.76 seconds between them. The top 50 were all clocked within 46-66 seconds of the winner. A total of 3,743 pigeons were clocked by 08-52 which was 52 minutes after the actual race winner. A later update showed 3,859 home by 12-35 and 3,870 made in back to the lofts on the day, leaving just 95 to return. A further 23 werc clocked before 08-35 on Thursday morning. By Friday morning 3,919 had returned, which meant 46 failed to return home from this seventh race. 
CONGRATULATIONS for winning 1st UK, 4th Open for Aspirate Ad Astra with pigeon named Obi Duilius which was bred by Pieter Oberholster from Lask Edge and was clocked at 08-00-30, just 19 seconds after the race winner, 2nd UK, 29th Open for the Pet Shop Boys & Girls with a pigeon bred by John Alderslade from Bridlington, 3rd UK, 36th Open Alamanda Syndicate with a pigeon bred by John Turner from Rochdale, 4th UK, 75th Open for Joesch - Burger – Rossouw with  a pigeon bred by Jurgen & Caroline Josch from Hailsham, 5th UK, 82nd Open for Juergen & Caroline from Hailsham, 6th UK, 90th Open for the Paul Smith Syndicate with a pigeon bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon, 7th UK, 113th Open for Marshall & Son from Whitley Bay, 8th UK, 115th Open another for the Paul Smith Syndicate and bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon, 9th UK, 118th Open for Team Thomas and bred by Mark, Chistine & Thomas Kirby from Asselby, 10th UK, 119th Open for the Wallasey Superstars Syndicate and bred by Dave & Paul McCarthy from Wallasey, 11th UK, 138th Open for Yew Tree Lofts and bred by George Pendleton from Ormskirk, 12th UK, 149th Open for Frozen Porridge with a pigeon bred by John Fellows from Ferryhill, 13th UK, 187th Open for Scotland’s Own Syndicate and bred by A. Miller from Edinburgh, 14th UK, 197th Open another for Yew Tree Lofts and bred by George Pendleton from Ormskirk and then 15th UK, 202nd Open another for Aspirate Ad Astra and bred by Pieter Oberholster. The next 3 pigeons all belonged to the Paul Smith Syndicate and were all bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon and the following 2 pigeons for Darren Peters from East Heckington. The United Kingdom Team had another remarkable race with 50 pigeons being clocked in the top 471 in the Open. A total of 408 UK pigeons clocked by 08-52. A later update showed 427 UK pigeons home by 12-35 and by nightfall 428 had made it home. By 08-35 on Thursday morning a further 6 UK pigeons had returned, leaving 8 still missing. When the 1st Hot Spot Race basketing list appeared on the web site on Friday lunchtime 436 UK pigeons were back home.

CONGRATULATIONS for winning 1st Ireland, 17th Open for Lucas Lofts with pigeon named Rocket Ron which was clocked 33.51 seconds after the race winner at 08-00-44, 2nd Ireland, 84th Open went to Cannon Lillis Lofts, 3rd Ireland, 126th Open for Brown & Lucas, 4th Ireland, 186th Open another for Cannon Lillis Lofts whose pigeons really are flying well, 5th Ireland, 227th Open goes to the Irish Team Shipper Gerry McCourt and 6th Ireland, 393rd Open another for Lucas Lofts who have also been in the top 6 a few times already in this race series. A total of 45 Irish pigeons were officially clocked by 08-29 and by 12-35 a total of 46 had been clocked. Then by darkness another 1 more had returned with the last one making it back to the lofts by 08-35 on Thursday morning.

SUN CITY OVERALL GRAND AVERAGES results in this classification after five official races stand as follows:- 1st Open is currently being held by Koopman Racing Pigeons from Netherlands with Paparazzi, which is leading by 176 seconds. The top ten shows pigeons from 5 different countries with 12 minutes between them. 1st UK, 8th Open for Southern & McCrudden from Skelmersdale with Misty Blue, 2nd UK, 50th Open for Syndicate Lofts UK with Syndicate Lady Kannibaal bred by Peter Fox from Bangor, 3rd UK, 58th Open for Goodview Lofts with Annies Song bred by Bill/Julie Buxton from Warrington, 4th UK, 60th Open for Brown Brothers from Gloucester with Turbo, 5th UK, 63rd Open for Darren Peters from East Heckington with Fenlands 14, 6th UK, 65th Open for Robbie Prettejohn + Jesse James with Miss Jesse James bred by Robbie/Jan Prettejohn from Plymouth, 7th UK, 81st Open for Juergen + Caroline Joesch from Hailsham with Goodwood, 8th UK, 108th Open for Van Vaizeys with Golden Husk bred by Steven Vaisey from Portsmouth, 9th UK, 109th Open for the Paul Smith Syndicate with African Rebel bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon and 10th UK, 115th Open for The Nuneaton Nutters with April and bred by Mr. Lennon from the West Midlands. Another 2 UK pigeons in the top 192. The Irish Team show 1st Ireland for third race running, 41st Open for Lucas Lofts with their pigeon named Junior 0, 2nd Ireland, 224th Open for The Green Team with Riley and then 3rd Ireland, 268th Open for Luigi Forte with Kanio.  

REGIONAL NOMINATIONS OF $2, $5 and $10 have started from Training Race 6 and will be paid out on a 15 to 1 basis. This has been introduced as the organisers have been inundated with requests to introduce nomination races per country. However, only countries with a reasonable race entry will be eligible to pool/nominate pigeons. If you want to have a little gamble then please log onto the SCMDPR Web Site:- www.scmdpr.com to place your bets. You must have money in your ASI or Nomination Account otherwise you will not be allowed to place your bet/s. If you want to transfer money, then please call me immediately on 01279-812005.
GLOBAL OPEN NOMINATIONS OF $1, $2, $5, $10, $20, $50 & $100 will also start from Training Race 6 and will be paid out on a 20 to 1 basis, which is the same as in the past. Same conditions apply as the Regional Nominations in that you will need to place funds in your ASI or Nomination Account to be able to have a gamble.

KNOCKOUT COMPETITION starts on the 2nd Hot Spot Race on Saturday 29th November and has five rounds (Hot Spot Races 2, 3, 4 & 5 and the Final Race) but only PIGEONS THAT ARE ACTIVATED AND PAID FOR BEFORE TO THE 1st HOT SPOT RACE which takes place on Saturday 22nd November are eligible to compete for the $25,000 (approx. £17,250) 1st Prize. This is just another reason to have all your pigeons ACTIVATED before the 1st Hot Spot Race takes place. Should any Hot Spot Race be cancelled one of the Training Races prior to the Final Race will be used to calculate the next round’s pigeons. Pigeons that are knocked out of this competition will still compete in all the other competitions that take place in the run up to the Final Race. KNOCKOUT ROUND 1 takes place on the 2nd Hot Spot Race on Saturday 29th November when 65% of the entered pigeons returning from that race will move into the next round. KNOCKOUT ROUND 2 will take place on the 3rd Hot Spot Race on Saturday 13th December when 55% of the entered pigeons returning from that race will move forward into the next round. KNOCKOUT ROUND 3 takes place on the 4th Hot Spot Race on Monday 29th December when 35% of the entered pigeons returning from that race will move forward into the next round. KNOCKOUT ROUND 4 takes place on the 5th Hot Spot Race on Saturday 10th January when 20% of the returning pigeons from that race will move forward into the next round. The KNOCKOUT FINAL ROUND will take place in the SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR FINAL RACE on Saturday 31st January 2009 from 552km (approx. 343 miles), with the first of the remaining KNOCKOUT PIGEONS that is clocked will walk away with “THE POT OF GOLD” and the $25,000 (approx. £17,250) 1st Prize. 

*****SYNDICATE SHARES*****

I STILL HAVE A FEW SHARES AVAILABLE IN THE THREE SYNDICATES I AM ADMINISTERING FOR THIS 2009 SCMDPR. IF YOU ARE GENUINELY INTERESTED IN JOINING IN THE FUN IN THE SUN AND BEING PART OF THIS GREAT INTERNATIONAL PIGEON RACE, THEN PLEASE CALL ME IMMEDIATELY ON 01279-812005 FOR MORE INFORMATION. ALL THE SIXTY-ONE (61) PIGEONS STILL IN THE LOFTS WILL HAVE FLOWN ALL THE TRAINING TOSSES AND 5 SATURDAY RACES AND THE 2 WEDNESDAY RACES BEFORE WE ACTIVATE ALL OUR REMAINING RESERVE PIGEONS SO THAT THEY ARE ALL ELIGIBLE TO COMPETE FOR ANY OF THE 5 NEW CARS, CASH PRIZES, HOT SPOT CASH PRIZES, TWO BIRD AVERAGE HOT SPOT CASH PRIZES, KNOCKOUT PRIZE, INTERNATIONAL COUNTRY CHALLENGE CASH PRIZES, $17,000 SPLIT INTO 1st, 2nd & 3rd NATIONAL CASH PRIZES AND ANY OTHER PRIZES THAT MIGHT BE ADDED AFTER THE 1st HOT SPOT RACE, PLUS OF COURSE CLOSE ON $1 MILLION DOLLARS THAT WILL BE WON IN THE FINAL RACE FROM 343 MILES ON 31st JANUARY 2009.

*****TRIP OF A LIFETIME*****
I ONLY HAVE A FEW SPACES LEFT ON “MY TRIP OF A LIFETIME”, IF INTERESTED THEN PLEASE CALL ME ASAP ON 01279-812005 FOR THE COMPLETE PACKAGE PRICE. THESE WILL BE SOLD ON A FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED BASIS.

After Training Race 7 more daily training took place on Thursday and Friday and hopefully the 1st HOT SPOT RACE will take place on Saturday 22nd November from around 140km (approx. 87 miles) and a grand total of 3,919 pigeons were officially basketed and this number contained 436 from the United Kingdom and 48 from the Irish Team. GOOD LUCK TO ALL CONCERNED AND I HOPE SOMEBODY FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM OR IRELAND WINS THE BRAND NEW MOTOR CAR THAT GOES TO THE FIRST ACTIVATED PIGEON CLOCKED IN THIS RACE.

The training and race programme will then consist of daily training tosses (except Sundays) and a race every Saturday as follows, plus a few extra Wednesday races and one race programmed for a Monday. The whole race programme will consist of 27 Training Races, which will include 5 x Hot Spot Races and of course the Final Race. The next race will be the 1st Hot Spot Race on Saturday 22nd November from 140km (approx. 87 miles), followed by Training Race 8 from 80km (approx. 50 miles) on Wednesday 26th November. Then the 2nd Hot Spot Race on the 29th November from 200 km (approx. 125 miles), followed by Training Race 9 from 80km (approx. 50 miles) on Wednesday 3rd December. Training Race 10 from 140km (approx. 87 miles) takes place on Saturday 6th December, followed by Training Race 11 from 80km (approx. 50 miles) on Wednesday 10th December. Then the 3rd Hot Spot Race from 300km (approx. 187 miles) on the 13th December, followed by Training Race 12 from 80km (approx 50 miles). Then Training Race 13 from 140km (approx. 87 miles) on Saturday 20th December with Training Race 14 from 80km (approx. 50 miles) due to be held on Christmas Eve, Wednesday 24th December. No training on Christmas Day and Boxing Day then on to the 4th Hot Spot Race from 350km (approx. miles) on Monday 29th December 2008. Then we move into 2009 and have Training Race 15 from 140km (approx 87 miles) on Saturday 3rd January followed by Training Race 16 from 80km (approx. 50 miles) on Wednesday 7th January. We then have the 5th Hot Spot Race from 400km (approx. 249 miles) on Saturday 10th January with Training Race 16 from 80km (approx. 50 miles) on Wednesday 14th January, with Training Race 17 from 80km (approx. 50 miles) on Wednesday 14th January and then Training Race 18 from 140km (approx. 87 miles) on Saturday 17th January. Training Race 19 will be from 80km (approx. 50 miles) on Wednesday 21st January with Training Race 20 from 140km (approx. 87 miles) on Saturday 24th January, with Training Race 21 from 80km (approx. 50 miles) to be held on Wednesday 28th January and then of course “THE FINAL RACE” on Saturday 31st January 2009 from 552km (343 miles). Of course the weather conditions will have to be right for all of these races to take place, if not they will be basketed and liberated on another day when the weather forecast is better and the Race Director’s decision will be final. The object of this great race from day one has always been to get as many pigeons to the “FINAL RACE” as possible and give all fanciers/competitors/entrants a fair chance in the “FINAL RACE”.

GOOD LUCK TO ALL CONCERNED AND REGULAR “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASES”, “NEWSLETTERS” AND “UPDATES” WILL BE SENT OUT TO ALL COMPETITORS/ENTRANTS AND SYNDICATE SHAREHOLDERS ON A WEEKLY BASIS OVER THE NEXT FEW MONTHS. ALSO WEEKLY “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASES” WILL BE SENT OUT TO OUR PIGEON PUBLICATIONS AND WILL ALSO BE ON OUR WEB SITE www.scmdpr.com FOR ALL TO VIEW.

*****SPECIAL NOTIFICATION*****

PLEASE READ THIS NOTICE CAREFULLY AS YOU ONLY HAVE A FEW DAYS LEFT TO ACTIVATE YOUR RESERVE PIGEON/S BEFORE THE 1st HOT SPOT RACE. ALL COMPETITORS WILL BE RECEIVING AN “OFFICIAL ACTIVATION FORM” WHICH STATES THE COST OF ACTIVATION. One point that should be pointed out to all competitors and entrants is that only your NUMBER 1 pigeons is “ACTIVATED” (FULLY PAID UP ENTRY) with the other TWO (2) pigeons in each of your “TEAM OF 3” being your RESERVES or BACK-UP PIGEONS. Another point worth mentioning is if you happened to lose your NUMBER 1 PIGEON, your NUMBER 2 PIGEON would replace it FREE OF CHARGE and likewise if you then lost your NUMBER 2 PIGEON, your NUMBER 3 PIGEON would then replace that one FREE OF CHARGE. If you were unlucky enough to lose all your entries of 3 pigeons in any of your “TEAMS” and they had won no “Special Prize Money” in the Hot Spot Races then you are entitled to a FREE ENTRY into the 2010 SCMDPR, all you have to pay is the shipping/export costs. This of course represents great value for your money. All pigeons go to every training toss and Saturday races providing they are fit enough but can only compete for any of the allocated PRIZE MONEY or SPECIAL AWARDS in the 5 HOT SPOT RACES if they are “ACTIVATED” and that means that these must be paid for prior to the 1st HOT SPOT RACE, which is due to take place on SATURDAY 22nd NOVEMBER 2008. All ACTIVATIONS must be received by me by THURSDAY 20th NOVEMBER at the latest otherwise it will be too late to get the information passed over to South Africa. The cost to “ACTIVATE” these “RESERVES or BACK-UP PIGEONS” is US$1,000 but that will then entitle all these fully paid up pigeons to compete and be eligible to fly for all the extra cash prizes and special awards that amounts to close to US$300,000 (approx. £167,000). The one thing to remember is that once your reserve pigeon or pigeons are fully paid for, if then they get lost and have won no prize money or special awards in the Special Money Races, then you get this money refunded (less about US$15 for bank charges) or added to your ASI account, which can then be used to purchase another pigeon at a later date and be entered into the Final Race under your name or syndicate. So as you can see it is “BETTER TO BE SAFE THAN SORRY” and pay for them early, after all you have nothing to lose. HOW MANY OTHER RACES IN THE WORLD OFFER THIS OPTION TO COMPETITORS AND ENTRANTS?

***WHAT CAN BE WON DURING THIS 2008/9 RACE SERIES*** Prizes and awards that add up to a staggering US$1.6 Million American Dollars and these include 5 x Brand New Cars, 1 for each of the 5 Hot Spot Races, 50 x US$1,000 Hot Spot Cash Prizes, split into 10 x US$1,000 Cash Prizes for each of the 5 x Hot Spot Races, a US$5,000 Hot Spot Ace Pigeon Award for the best pigeon in these 5 races, 5 x US$5,000 Country Cash Prizes on the 5th Hot Spot Race, plus numerous other US$1,000 Cash Prizes, these prizes are for the first pigeon from each country in the result, the first five different countries take the US$5,000 prizes, then after that US$1,000 prizes. A Two Bird Average Competition and a US$2,000 Cash Prize in each of the 5 x Hot Spot Races, the Sun City Ace Pigeon Award and US$10,000 in Prize Money, split 1st US$5,000, 2nd US$3,000 and 3rd US$2,000, a US$5,000 Cash Prize for the pigeon with the best overall average in all the Training Races and Hot Spot Races, 50km or over. A Knockout Winner and US$25,000 Prize Money, which starts on the 2nd Hot Spot Race and the winner is the first one to be clocked in the “FINAL RACE” (over the past few years there has been around 30/40 pigeons still left in this competition).  Around US$160,000 (approx. £89,000) National Championship Cash Prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd Country in the “FINAL RACE”, the amount of prize money depends on how many pigeons are entered from each country but I can tell you that over US$300,000 (approx. £167,000) has been paid out in the last two years, which in itself makes it another nice little earner if you happen to strike lucky. Then in the “FINAL RACE” there are 10 magnificent gold pendants to be won and around US$900,000 American Dollars in Prize Money and 250 cash prizes being on offer. (ONLY “ACTIVATED” PIGEONS ARE ELIGIBLE TO COMPETE FOR ANY OF THESE SPECIAL CASH PRIZES OR AWARDS). PRIZE MONEY ALLOCATED TO THE 2009 “FINAL RACE” IS AS FOLLOWS:- 1st $200,000 (approx. £111,000), 2nd $120,000 (approx. £67,000), 3rd $75,000 (approx. £42,000), 4th $50,000 (approx. £28,000), 5th $25,000 (approx. £14,000), 6th $20,000 (approx. £11,000), 7th $15,000 (approx. £8,500), 8th $10,000 (approx. £5,500), 9th $9,000 (approx. £5,000), 10th $8,000 (approx. £4,500), 11th/15th $5,500 each (approx. £3,100), 16th/20th $4,500 each (approx. £2,500), 21st/30th $3,500 each (approx. £2,000), 31st/50th $2,500 each (approx. £1,400), 51st/75th $2,000 each (approx. £1,100), 76th/100th $1,500 each (approx. £830), 101st/150th $1,250 each (approx. £700), 151st/200th $1,000 each (approx. £555), 201st/250th $500 each (approx. £280). (Subject to terms and conditions of entry).

It is worth mentioning that three brand new cars have been won by fanciers representing the United Kingdom Team in the last three years, Richard Elliott and Chris Gordon both won new cars during the 2005/6 race series and Paul & Dave McCarthy won one a new car during the 2006/7 series. I am hopeful that somebody from the United Kingdom will also win one or maybe more during the 2008/9 series. GOOD LUCK TO ALL COMPETITORS.

I would also just like to notify fanciers that my weekly “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASE”, “NEWSLETTERS” and “UPDATES” can now also be seen on the following pigeon web sites:- www.iprr.co.uk    www.elimarpigeons.com www.pigeonportal.com   www.pigeonglobe.co.uk   www.cyberpigeon.co.uk   www.pigeonbasics.com plus of course they will also be in the “”BRITISH HOMING WORLD” and “THE RACING PIGEON” for all to see.

The race date for the 14th SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR PIGEON RACE has already been agreed and this will once again take place in Sun City, South Africa on Saturday 30th January 2010. If you are interested in participating or acting a Country Race Team Shipper, then please contact me as soon as possible on 01279-812005 and I will give you all the information you require. I have just been notified that the organisers are bringing the first intake period forward by about two weeks, so this will now take place between 2nd May and the 24th May 2009. 

If you have any questions about any aspect of the SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR PIGEON RACE, then please contact me on 01279-812005 and I will do my best to answer any of your questions or queries.

IF ANY PIGEON FANCIER IN THE UNITED KINGDOM WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE MY WEEKLY “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASES”, “NEWSLETTERS” AND “UPDATES” BY EMAIL, THEN ALL THEY HAVE TO DO IS EMAIL ME THEIR ACTUAL EMAIL ADDRESS AND I WILL FORWARD THEM ALL THE INFORMATION BY EMAIL ON A REGULAR BASIS. 

Why not join in the fun and be part of THE NATIONAL TEAM and “FLY THE FLAG FOR THE UNITED KINGDOM”?

Paul Smith. 

United Kingdom Race Team Shipper for The 13th Sun City Million Dollar (The Greatest Pigeon Race In The World), which is due to be held in Sun City Resort, South Africa on Saturday 31st January 2009.

Regency Lofts Limited, “Five Pennies”, High Lane, Stansted Mountfitchet, Essex. CM24 8LQ. England. Telephone/Facsimile:- 01279-812005 (Int. Code:- +44-1279-812005).

Mobile:- 07860-568216. Email:- reglofts@aol.com SCMDPR Web Site:- www.scmdpr.com 

