  “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASE”

  12th SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR

(THE GREATEST PIGEON RACE IN THE WORLD TODAY)
   REPORT ON TRAINING RACE 10

UNITED KINGDOM TEAM have another outstanding race and wins 1st, 14th, 15th, 16th, 26th, 78th, 139th, 152nd, 158th, 197th, 211th, 221st, 231st & 235th  OPEN and the IRISH TEAM wins 31st, 51st & 144th OPEN in TRAINING RACE 10.

Well after an outstanding result by both the United Kingdom and Irish Teams in last Wednesday’s Training Race 9 from 113km (approx. 70 miles), which once again resulted in excellent returns for both teams, it was back to daily training for the next Saturday’s Training Race 10 from 113km (approx. 70 miles) and a total of 2,885 pigeons were officially basketed and this included 2,171 International and 714 South African, 190 United Kingdom and 53 Irish pigeons. 

The convoy were liberated at 07-00 in this penultimate TRAINING RACE 10 in partly cloudy conditions, 25c (77f) with little to no wind and the Race Director, Convoyer and Loft Manager thought that the winning pigeons would take about 85 minutes to cover the race distance. Everything was ready as usual at the lofts and finally a massive gang of pigeons was seen approaching the lofts at 08-23, they swung round and immediately started to trap and first up on the computer screen was clocked at 08-23-18.23. CONGRATULATIONS for winning 1st OPEN in this race went to CHRIS GORDON from the UNITED KINGDOM with his good pigeon SNYDALE WHISPER              and recorded a velocity of 1484ypm (approx. 51mph), this pigeon as you can see by the positions mentioned below in the UK Team result has been flying very well throughout the 2007/8 race series.

Chris also won a Brand New Motor Car in the 2005/6 series and as most of us know has also won 1st OPEN NATIONAL FLYING CLUB and he is also currently GREAT BRITAIN PIGEON OLYMPIAD TEAM MANAGER and helped the UK to GOLD at the last Pigeon Olympiad held in Belgium in 2007. Four different countries had pigeons in the top 10 and they were 1 x UNITED KINGDOM, 7 x GERMAN, 1 x DUTCH and 1 x BELGIUM and 09.73 seconds covered the top 10 and 4.30 seconds covered the top 50 in this race. The first 500 were all clocked within 4 minutes 52 seconds on the winner with over 1420 within 11 minutes of the winner. A total of 2,785 pigeons were officially recorded by 14-16 and this included 2,084 International and 701 South African with 183 from the United Kingdom and 49 from Ireland, leaving just 100 still to make it back to the lofts. The final update of the day showed 2,835 pigeons had returned by 19-13 and this included 2,132 International, 703 South African with 187 from the United Kingdom and 51 from Ireland, leaving 50 to return. A few pigeons clocked early the next morning took the total to 2,861 by 17-55 and this included 2,153 International, 708 South African with 188 from the United Kingdom and 52 from Ireland, leaving just 24 to make it back to base camp. Quite a few of these will probably work back to the lofts on Monday.

CONGRATULATIONS in this race for winning 1st UNITED KINGDOM, 1st OPEN and FLYING THE FLAG goes to CHRIS GORDON from SNYDALE with SNYDALE WHISPER, this pigeon has also flown very well in earlier races and had won 15th, 3rd, 77th, 251st, 74th, 297th, 263rd, 205th and now 1st OPEN, this pigeon has now won 2 x 1st, 2nd, 5th & 11th UK. Chris entered 6 pigeons in this race and still has all 6 in the running, which in itself is a remarkable achievement, 2nd UK, 14th Open for Nev Proctor from Brown Edge with his good pigeon named Woodhouse Angel which has now won 58th, 93rd, 36th, 76th, 145th, 149th, 27th, 55th, 195th, 189th and now 14th Open, plus 2nd, 3 x 3rd, 5th, 5th, 7th & 8th UK, 3rd UK, 15th Open for Dave & Paul McCarthy from Wallasey with this great pigeon named Wallasey Pearl which has now won 179th, 85th, 138th, 120th, 12th, 57th, 218th, 43rd, 41st, 249th, 43rd, 52nd, 18th and now 15th Open, plus 2 x 2nd, 2 x 3rd, 4th, 2 x 5th, 3 x 6th & 8th UK, 4th UK, 16th Open went to Yew Tree Lofts from Ormskirk with Millie Mrs, a winner of 159th, 340th, 46th, 13th and now 16th Open, which won 1st UK, 13th Open in the last race and was bred by George Pendleton, 5th UK, 26th Open for Myrtle Lofts with Myrtle Diamond which has won 303rd, 333rd, 72nd, 87th, 189th, 20th, 60th, 244th, 204th and now 26th Open, plus 1st, 5th & 6th UK and was bred by Mark & Dickie Evans from Snaith, 6th UK, 78th Open for Syndicate Lofts UK with Crazy Diamond, winner of 90th, 2nd, 151st, 98th, 99th, 106th, 32nd and now 78th Open, plus 1st, 3rd & 8th UK and was bred by Peter Fox from Bangor, 7th UK, 139th Open for Ken Darlington from Barry with Welsh Topper, 8th UK, 152nd Open for Smith & McAllister Syndicate with Million Dollar Babe and bred by Bruce McAllister from Furneaux Pelham, 9th & 13th UK for the English Glory Syndicate with English Magic and English Dream both bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon and this syndicate is administered by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet, 10th UK, 197th Open for Mr & Mrs Andy Gregson from Preston with Preston Girl, 11th UK, 211th Open for Rugeley Rockets with Dorothy and bred by D. Nesbitt & Sons, 12th UK, 221st Open went to Magnificent Seven Syndicate with Ocean King and bred by Paul Simpson from Ripon and then 14th UK, 235th Open for Dennis Foster from Brown Edge with Amber Gold. It is great to see so many good UK pigeons going into the “Final Race”. A total of 187 United Kingdom pigeons were officially recorded on the day by 19-13 with another early next morning making 188 in total.  

It is worthy of a special mention that after 22 official races held so far the UNITED KINGDOM TEAM has already managed to win to following positions in the OPEN classification:- 4 x 1st, 1 x 2nd, 4 x 3rd , 2 x 5th, 3 x 7th, 1 x 8th, 1 x 9th, 3 x 12th, 3 x 13th, 2 x 14th, 2 x 15th, 1 x 16th, 2 x 17th, 2 x 18th and also 4 x 20th plus many other top positions in the top 100, this really is a remarkable achievement when you consider the type of quality and class of pigeon they are flying against.

CONGRATULATIONS for winning 1st IRELAND, 31st OPEN went to THOMAS McCOURT with KILDARE LASS which had previously won 206th, 556th, 644th and 657th Open and was bred by the Irish Race Team Shipper Gerry McCourt, 2nd Ireland, 51st Open went to Brown & Lucas with that exceptional pigeon named Nicola II which has now won 3 x 1st, 6 x 2nd and a 3rd Ireland, plus 165th, 55th, 63rd, 45th, 95th, 35th, 165th, 8th, 80th, 117th and now 51st Open, 3rd Ireland, 144th Open went to Bernard Hempenstall with his good pigeon Hempo which has now won 2 x 3rd & 3 x 4th Ireland, 4th & 5th Ireland, 186th & 344th Open went to Cooley Brothers with Hollmattjodi and Daddy Cool with 6th Ireland, 344th Open for Josh & Kevin with Josh & Phil 3. A total of 51 Irish pigeons were officially recorded on the day by 19-13 and another early next morning making 52 in total.  

The IRELAND TEAM have now won the following positions in the OPEN classification after 22 official races:- 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 6th, 8th, 13th, 16th, 2 x 17th and a 20th which again is great flying with such a small team.  

The leader after twenty-two official races in the “SUN CITY OVERALL AVERAGES” which carries a $5,000 1st prize, $3,000 2nd Prize and $2,000 3rd Prize was still SUDHOFF & VAN BEERS from GERMANY with their truly outstanding Janssen/Van Loon pigeon named BIRDY that is now currently leading the rest of field by just over 59 minutes, this pigeon is without doubt one of the most consistent pigeons ever in the SCMDPR series over the past 12 years and has won the following positions in the 22 races so far 26th, 772nd, 13th, 30th, 310th, 120th, 21st, 121st, 114th, 92nd, 454th, 385th, 14th, 14th, 32nd, 260th, 484th, 322nd, 15th, 823rd, 8th & now 674th Open. THIS REMARKABLE FLYING MACHINE ALSO WON 1st PRIZE OF $5,000 IN THE COVETED SUN CITY HOT SPOT AVERAGES. WHAT A PIGEON! The top ten pigeons in this competition are made up after this race of 

7 x German, 2 x Dutch and 1 x South African entries and there is now 94 minutes difference between 1st and 10th in this classification. Holding 1st UNITED KINGDOM, 12th OPEN goes to VAN VAIZEY with their good pigeon named BRAMBLE bred by Steven Vaizey from Portsmouth, 50th Open Mr & Mrs Brian & Mavis Clayburn from Ackworth with Brian’s Dream, 70th Open for Nev Proctor from Brown Edge with Woodhouse High Stakes, 88th another for Mr & Mrs Brian & Mavis Clayburn with Barry’s Mate, 107th Peter Reeves from Winchester with Hampshire Select, 118th Open for Premier Stud with Optomist bred by Graham Sparkes from Patrington, 124th Open for the International Syndicate with Blue Dust bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon and this syndicate is administered by Paul Smith from Stansted Mountfitchet, 125th Open for the English Glory Syndicate with English Queen also bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon, 134th Open the third pigeon for Mr & Mrs Brian & Mavis Clayburn with Scott’s Flyer, 150th Brian Long from Gipping with Gipping Mistress and then 161st for Bernard Smyth from County Down, N.I., with Dora. Our Irish counterparts have 1st IRELAND, 51st OPEN for BERNARD HEMPENSTALL with HEMPO, 127th Open for Downshire Lofts with Eimear and 200th for Gerry McCourt with his excellent flying machine Adam. Now only one race to go that counts in this classification, so good luck to all that have pigeons still in the running.

More daily training will take place right up to Wednesday providing the weather is good enough to train these athletes of the skies building them up to next Saturday’s “FINAL RACE” from 550km (approx. 342 miles), which is due to be held on Saturday 2nd February 2008 from 550km (approx. 342 miles), which looks like about 2,800 pigeons will be competing to fly for Prize Money and Awards worth nearly $1 MILLION US DOLLARS. GOOD LUCK TO ALL CONCERNED. 

When the “PIGEONS FOR SALE LIST” went on the web site on Wednesday 23rd January 2008 there were still 416 pigeons that had not been officially entered by their owners but as usual these started to be purchased for $1,000 by other people looking for a little gamble plus of course something that might win them a small fortune in the “Final Race”. When I logged on early on Sunday morning, the list on the web site showed that 132 had now either been Activated or purchased by Punters, leaving another 284 still to be purchased in the next few days up to the “Final Race”.

I have just been informed from South Africa that the NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP TOTAL PRIZE MONEY IN THE “FINAL RACE” will $147,000-00c and the UNITED KINGDOM will have $12,200 and split as follows 1st PRIZE will be $6,100, 2nd PRIZE $3,660 and 3rd PRIZE $2,440. The IRELAND TEAM have $2,500 allocated to them and that is split 1st PRIZE $1,250, 2nd PRIZE $750 and 3rd PRIZE $500. This payment is funded by the amount of pigeons that were actually originally entered into the race, so it changes for every country, the more that is entered then the more the prize money will be. GOOD LUCK TO ALL CONCERNED.

There are just 62 pigeons left from 8 different countries from an original entry of nearly 2,450 entries flying for the $25,000 “POT OF GOLD” in “THE KNOCKOUT COMPETITION” and first of these clocked in the “Final Race” will walk away with the coveted 1st Prize. There are four pigeons left from the UNITED KINGDOM and they are as follows:- HAMPSHIRE SELECT bred by PETER REEVES from WINCHESTER, WALLASEY PEARL bred by DAVE & PAUL McCARTHY from WALLASEY, BRICKET LASS bred by RAY NEALE from BRICKET WOOD and BLUE DUST bred by JIMMY RICHARDS from LAINDON. There are also two IRISH pigeons still in with a chance and they are DADDY COOL bred by COOLEY BROTHERS and SURETHING bred by THE GREEN TEAM.  

Just take a serious look at the 250 superb cash prizes and fabulous Prize Money that are up for grabs in the “FINAL RACE” from 550km (approx. 342 miles) in the 2007/8 race series:- 1st $200,000, 2nd $120,000, 3rd $75,000, 4th $50,000, 5th $25,000, 6th $20,000, 7th $15,000, 8th $10,000, 9th $9,000, 10th $8,000, 11th to 15th $5,500, 16th to 20th $4,500, 21st to 30th $3,500, 31st to 50th $2,500, 51st to 75th $2,000, 76th to 100th $1,500, 101st to 150th $1,250, 151st to 200th $1,000 and then 201st to 250th $500 each. Plus the coveted “WINNER’S JACKET” and numerous trophies, 10 fantastic GOLD MEDALS to be won and also $10,000 Prize Money for the SUN CITY OVERALL ACE PIGEON AVERAGE winners split into 3 cash prizes of $5,000, $3,000 and $2,000. THE BEST OF LUCK TO ALL COMPETITORS, ONE OF YOU IS GOING TO BECOME A “WORLD CHAMPION” OVERNIGHT.

When I logged on again onto the web site on Monday morning it showed a up to date of “PIGEONS IN THE LOFTS” and this showed a total of 2,878 pigeons and this included 2,166 International, 712 South African with 188 United Kingdom and 52 Irish entries, which means only 7 pigeons were missing from Training Race 10. So with just three more daily training tosses from 50 miles, it looks like there will be a total of about 2,875 plus pigeons competing in the “FINAL RACE” next Saturday. 

We are now at the end of the 2007/8 race series and weekly race reports and updates have been sent out to all UK competitors and syndicate shareholders plus of course published in both our weekly pigeon magazines. They have also been available to view on three web sites, namely:- www.iprr.co.uk www.elimarpigeons.com and www.pigeonportal.com
If anybody wants to follow what is happening an a daily basis over the next few months all the have to do is log onto www.scmdpr.com it is without doubt the most up to date, comprehensive and informative one loft web site in the world today and last year had in excess of 16 million “HITS” during the whole race series and this figure is expected to rise during the 2007/8 race series. It really will be very interesting to see how many “HITS” the web site has attracted during the 2007/8 race series and once known these figures will be published for all to see.

If there is anything anybody would like to know about this race, then please contact me as soon as possible on 01279-812005 or email me on reglofts@aol.com and I will be only too pleased to answer their questions or queries.

*****SPECIAL NOTIFICATION:- The 13th Sun City Million Dollar Pigeon Race is due to take place in the Sun City Resort, South Africa on Saturday 31st January 2009 and I now have copies of the new Rules/Regulations Colour Brochure. If you would like a copy then please call me immediately on 01279-812005 and I will forward you one without delay. This includes all the entry forms, entry fees and shipping costs and of course the proposed shipping date.

GOOD LUCK TO ALL COMPETITORS/ENTRANTS OVER THE NEXT WEEK.

Paul Smith. United Kingdom Race Team Shipper for The 12th Sun City Million Dollar (The Greatest Pigeon Race In The World Today), which is due to be held in Sun City Resort, South Africa on Saturday 2nd February 2008.

Regency Lofts Limited, “Five Pennies”, High Lane, Stansted Mountfitchet, Essex. CM24 8LQ. Telephone/Facsimile:- 01279-812005. (Int. Code:- +44-1279-812005).

Mobile:- 07860-568216. Email:- reglofts@aol.com 

SCMDPR Web Site:- www.scmdpr.com 

