  “INTERNATIONAL PRESS RELEASE”

  12th SUN CITY MILLION DOLLAR

(THE GREATEST PIGEON RACE IN THE WORLD TODAY)
  REPORTS ON TRAINING RACE 6B

                          &

              TRAINING RACE 7

UNITED KINGDOM TEAM wins 28th, 40th, 94th, 97th, 149th, 171st, 179th, 204th, 231st, 237th, 248th, 252nd & 264th Open and the IRISH TEAM wins 95th, 114th, 121st, 125th, 153rd & 246th Open in TRAINING RACE 6B.

UNITED KINGDOM TEAM wins 8th, 23rd, 27th, 43rd, 50th, 71st, 75th, 77th, 87th, 145th, 159th & 164th and the IRISH TEAM wins 52nd, 168th, 215th, 286th, 347th & 379th in TRAINING RACE 7.

Well after a great performances by both the United Kingdom and Irish Teams in last Saturday’s 4th Hot Spot Race, which once again resulted in excellent returns for both teams, it was back training every day with the exclusion of Christmas and Boxing Day to build up the muscles and try to get them ready for the forthcoming 5th Hot Spot Race on the 12th January 2008, however before that took place we had to have another additional TRAINING RACE 6B that took place on Thursday 27th December and then TRAINING RACE 7 from 113km (approx. 70 miles) that took take place on Saturday 29th December 2007.

Basketing for TRAINING RACE 6B took place from 81km (approx. 50 miles) and a total of 3,047 pigeons were basketed, which included 2,281 International and 766 South African entered pigeons with 198 from the United Kingdom and 55 from Ireland. The convoy were liberated at 08-00 in fine and hot weather, 26c (79f) with a light head wind and the Race Director, Convoyer and Loft Manager thought that the winning pigeons would take about 55/60 minutes to cover the race distance. Everything was ready at the lofts and then all of a sudden at 08-53 a massive gang was seen approaching the lofts, they swung round and immediately started to trap and first up on the computer screen was clocked at 08-54-53.73. CONGRATULATIONS for winning 1st OPEN in this last race of 2007 went to TEAM RHEINPERLEN from GERMANY with their pigeon named LARAZZI which recorded a winning velocity of 1630ypm (approx. 55mph), this pigeon had previously won 212th, 12th and a 4th Open. The top 10 positions were taken in 10-90 seconds and included 6 x German, 1 x South African, 2 x Dutch and 1 x American pigeons. The top 50 positions were all taken up in 49.95 seconds, 2,793 being electronically recorded by 09-38 and then another later update showed 2,911 by 10-02 which included 2,178 International, 733 South African with 185 from United Kingdom and 51 Irish pigeons included in this total, leaving only 136 to return. The last update of the day showed 2,965 pigeons had made it back home and this included 2,223 International, 742 South African with 188 from the United Kingdom and 52 from Ireland, leaving just 82 missing. 

CONGRATULATIONS in this race and “FLYING THE FLAG” for winning 1st UNITED KINGDOM, 28th OPEN goes to BERNARD SMYTH from COUNTY DOWN, NORTHERN IRELAND with his pigeon named DIEGO, this pigeon had previously won 60th, 223rd, 535th, 31st and now 28th in this race series,  2nd UK, 40th Open went to the Frozen Porridge Syndicate with their great pigeon named Aufedersein Pet, bred by John Fellows from Ferryhill and entered and paid for by Richard Elliott from Plymouth, this pigeon has also won 128th, 62nd, 19th, 73rd, 208th, 7th, 347th, 18th and now 40th in its last 9 races, plus pools in the last Hot Spot Race, 3rd UK, 94th Open for Nev Proctor from Brown Edge with his great pigeon named Woodhouse High Stakes, which has already won 90th, 5th, 1st, 2475th, 209th, 67th, 13th, 5th and now 94th in it last 9 races, plus pools in the last Hot Spot Race, fantastic flying Nev, hope it keeps doing well, 4th UK, 97th Open for Skyleader Lofts with Skyleader Adrasteia and bred by Albert Tarleton from Ormskirk, 5th UK, 149th Open another for Nev Proctor with his other good pigeon Woodhouse Angel that has already scored a few times in earlier races, 6th UK, 171st Open for The Three Tom-Boggies  with My Mate an bred by Eddie Thompson from Romford, 7th UK, 179th Open for the Stretton Family with A Danzig and bred by Roy Stretton from Cannock Wood, this pigeon has already won a few good positions in earlier races, 8th UK, 204th Open for Mr & Mrs Brian Clayburn from Ackworth with pigeon named Barry’s Mate, another pigeon that has won previous positions, 9th UK, 231st Open for Her Majesty The Queen with Royal Star and bred by Carlo Napolitano, The Queen’s Loft Manager, 10th UK, 237th Open goes to Myrtle Lofts with Myrtle Venture and bred by Mark & Dickie Evans from Snaith, 11th UK, 248th Open for Peter Reeves from Winchester with Hampshire Select and the 12th & 13th UK, 252nd & 264th Open for Mr & Mrs Andy Gregson from Preston with Preston Girl and Walton Lad.

CONGRATULATIONS for winning 1st IRELAND, 95th OPEN went to BROWN & LUCAS with their good pigeon named NICOLA II, 2nd Ireland, 114th Open to Josh & Kevin with this great winning pigeon named Cab 2, 3rd Ireland, 121st Open for The Green Team with pigeon named This Is It Lad, 4th Ireland, 125th Open for Downshire Lofts and pigeon named Mulhollands Dream, 5th Ireland, 153rd Open for Thomas McCourt with Roamville and then 6th Ireland, 246th Open for N O’Brien and This Is It. Once again form pigeons to the front with both 1st & 2nd Ireland being past race winners in the Irish Team in earlier races.

The leader after fourteen races in the “THE SUN CITY OVERALL AVERAGES” which carries a $5,000 1st prize was still SUDHOFF & VAN BEERS from GERMANY with their outstanding Janssen/Van Loon pigeon named BIRDY that is now currently leading the rest of field by nearly 26 minutes, this pigeon must now rate as one of the most consistent pigeons ever in the SCMDPR series over the past 12 years and has won the following positions in the 14 races so far 26th, 772nd, 13th, 30th, 310th, 120th, 21st, 121st, 114th, 92nd, 454th, 385th, 14th and now 14th again, which is fantastic flying in any race but against this quality it really is exceptional to say the least. The top ten pigeons in this competition is made up with of 4 x German, 2 x South African, 2 x Dutch, 2 x American entries and there is 50 minutes difference between 1st and 10th in this classification. Holding onto 16th spot is WOODHOUSE ANGEL which is owned and bred by NEV PROCTOR from BROWN EDGE, 47th Bernard Smyth from County Down, N.I., with Boots, 59th Optomist owned and bred by Graham Sparkes from Premier Stud, Patrington, 63rd Van Vaizeys with a pigeon named Bramble and bred by Steven Vaizey, Portsmouth, 88th English Glory Syndicate with English Warrior being bred by Jimmy Richards from Laindon, 99th SJD Syndicate and Aurora Dawn and bred by Paul Stokes from Leicester and then 153rd for Nev Proctor with his outstanding pigeon named Woodhouse High Stakes. The top Irish pigeon is currently holding 94th for KARL DONNELLY with his pigeon named KARLO, 114th is Gerry McCourt with pigeon named Adam and 146th is Bernard Hempenstall with Hempo.

The basketing list for TRAINING RACE 7 appeared on the web site on Friday 28th December 2007 and this showed a total of 3,015 being basketed and this figure was made up by 2,258 International and 757 South African with 190 United Kingdom and 53 Irish pigeons.

The convoy were liberated on Saturday 29th December from 113km (approx. 70 miles) at 07-40 in fine and clear weather conditions, 25c (77f) with a light head wind and the Race Director, Loft Manager and Convoyer thought the winner would take about 90 minutes. At 09-05 a massive gang was seen approaching the lofts and the swung round and hit the lofts and started to trap immediately. The first name to come up on the computer screen and CONGRATULATIONS for taking 1st OPEN in this race goes to DIETER SZIEDAT from GERMANY with his pigeon named TUDOR JIG that was clocked at 09-05-00.32 to record a winning velocity of 1450ypm (approx. 49mph), it should also be mentioned that this pigeon had previously won 6th, 41st, 22ns, 22nd, 133rd, 25th and now 1st during this race series. The top 10 were all clocked within 6-10 seconds of the winner and actually had 8 x German, 1 x Dutch and 1 x United Kingdom taking the first ten in the Open. The first 50 were all clocked within 39-90 of the race winner, with over 550 clocked within 4 minutes, over 1,300 within 8 minutes and 1,750 pigeons within 10 minutes of the race winner, A total of 2,675 were officially recorded by 09-31 and this included 2,006 International and 669 South African, with 162 United Kingdom and 49 Irish pigeons. A later update showed 2,937 were clocked by 13-54 and this included 2,203 International and 734 South African with 181 United Kingdom and 52 Irish pigeons. Last update of the day showed 2,991 home by 17-43 which included 2,237 International and 754 South African with 187 United Kingdom and 52 Irish pigeons. Only 24 pigeons were still missing by darkness.

CONGRATULATIONS on winning 1st UNITED KINGDOM, 8th OPEN for FROZEN PORRIDGE SYNDICATE with their outstanding pigeon named AUFEDERSEIN PET which was bred by John Fellows from Ferryhill and entered and paid for by Richard Elliott from Plymouth. This is quite a remarkable pigeon and has actually won 128th, 62nd, 19th, 73rd, 208th, 7th, 347th, 18th, 40th and now 8th Open in its last 10 races, plus winning pools twice and now twice 1st UK, 2nd UK, 23rd Open for Horseshoe Syndicate with Horseshoe Supreme and bred by Steve Radcliffe from Skelmersdale, this pigeon had also won 43rd, 7th, 58th, and now 23rd Open and 1st UK, 43rd Open in Hot Spot 2, 3rd UK, 27th Open for Nev Proctor from Brown Edge with his good pigeon named Woodhouse Angel which has won 58th, 93rd, 36th, 76th, 145th, 149th and now 27th Open, 4th UK, 43rd Open for Dave & Paul McCarthy from Wallasey with Wallasey Pearl which has won 179th, 85th, 138th, 120th, 12th, 57th and now 43rd Open, 5th UK, 50th Open for The Three Tom-Boggies with London Pride and bred by Eddie Thompson from Romford, 6th UK, 71st Open for Newhayes Lofts with J-Boy bred by Tom & John Shaw from Tunstall, 7th UK, 75th Open for Van Vaizeys with Mighty and bred by Steven Vaizey from Portsmouth, 8th UK, 77th Open another for Nev Proctor from Brown Edge with his outstanding pigeon named Woodhouse High Stakes that has already won 90th, 5th, 1st, 2475th, 209th, 67th, 13th, 5th, 94th and now 77th Open  in its last 10 races and also won pools money two or three times and also twice 1st UK, 9th UK, 87th Open for Myrtle Lofts with Myrtle Diamond and bred by Mark & Dickie Evans from Snaith, 10th UK, 145th Open for Syndicate Lofts UK with Lily The Pink and bred by Peter Fox from Bangor, 11th UK, 159th Open for Yew Tree Lofts with Millie Mrs and bred by G. Pendleton from Ormskirk and then 12th UK, 164th Open for Mr & Mrs Brian Clayburn from Ackworth with pigeon named Barry’s Mate, which has also been flying very well in the race series and has also won 1st UK, 3rd Open in race 6A.

The UNITED KINGDOM TEAM now has got three different pigeon that have won twice 1st UK in this race series and they are ROYAL FLUSH, WOODHOUSE HIGH STAKES and AUFEDERSEIN PET and all have also won other top positions.

Once again it should be mentioned that the UNITED KINGDOM TEAM have done exceptionally well in these first 15 races and have currently won:-  3 x 1st, 3 x 3rd, 2 x 5th, 3 x 7th, 1 x 8th, 1 x 9th, 3 x 12th, 1 x 13th, 1 x 14th, 1 x 15th, 1 x 17th, 1 x 18th and 1 x 20th OPEN plus numerous other good positions in the top 50. This really is an outstanding achievement when you consider the quality of the pigeons competing in this great International race.

CONGRATULATIONS on winning 1st IRELAND, 52nd OPEN for the Irish Race Team Shipper GERRY McCOURT with his great pigeon named ADAM, which has been a past winner in this race series and has also won numerous other positions, 2nd Ireland, 168th Open went to Downshire Lofts with Mulhollands Dream another pigeon with plenty of form over this race series, 3rd, Ireland, 215th Open went to Josh & Kevin with Cab 2 which has also scored quite a few good positions in earlier races, 4th Ireland, 286th Open for Thomas McCourt with Roamville, 5th Ireland, 347th Open for Brown & Lucas with Nicola II, yet another past winner in this series and then 6th Ireland, 379th Open for Cooley Brothers with their good pigeon Daddy Cool.

The current No. 1 position in “THE SUN CITY OVERALL AVERAGES” have not changed for quite a few weeks and now after fifteen official races it still shows that SUDHOFF & VAN BEERS leading the way with their remarkable pigeon named BIRDY that now leads this qualification by nearly 26 minutes and has won the following positions in the 15 races that count 26th, 772nd, 13th, 30th, 310th, 120th, 21st, 121st, 114th, 92nd, 454th, 385th, 14th, 14th and now 32nd, WHAT A PIGEON! The top 10 positions contained 4 x German, 2 x South African, 2 x American and 2 x Dutch pigeons and 56 minutes is the difference between 1st and 10th. Holding onto 14th spot in this classification is NEV PROCTOR from BROWN EDGE with good pigeon Woodhouse Angel,  46th Bernard Smyth from County Down, N.I., with Boots, 58th Van Vaizey and bred by Steven Vaizey from Portsmouth with pigeon named Bramble, 61st is Premier Stud with Optomist owned by Graham Sparkes from Patrington, 105th SJD Syndicate with pigeon named Aurora Dawn bred by Paul Stokes from Leicester, 140th is another for Nev Proctor with his great pigeon Woodhouse High Stakes, 148th for Mr & Mrs Brian Clayburn from Ackworth with Brian’s Dream, 158th Brian Long from Gipping with Gipping Mistress,

173rd to Dave & Paul McCarthy from Wallasey with Wallasey Pearl and then 176th for Guy Barrett OBE from Horsforth with Horsforth King. Top IRISH pigeons are 97th GERRY McCOURT with his great winning pigeon named ADAM, 132nd Bernard Hempenstall with his consistent pigeon Hempo and then 136th Karl Donnelly with Karlo which has also been another consistent pigeon.   

NOMINATIONS/POOLS have been so well supported during the four Hot Spot Races in this 2007/8 race series that requests have been received from fanciers/competitors/entrants that these are now run on a weekly basis and the race organisers have agreed to put this on for a trial period. So this race was the first race and a total 251 were bet on and a total of $8,715-05c was up for grabs and once again with so many form pigeons in the early bunch the last lot of pools was snapped up by the pigeon that took 32nd spot. Good news for the FROZEN PORRIDGE SYNDICATE who won $1,453-50c with AUFEDERSEIN PET and for NEV PROCTOR who won $306 with WOODHOUSE HIGH STAKES. Keep up the good work and well done guys and a bit more to add to your earlier winnings.  

Once again the web site was officially updated on Monday 31st December and this showed a total of 3,018 pigeons in the lofts and this included 2,260 International and 758 South African entries and these figures included 193 from the UK and 54 from Ireland. This total showed no pigeons were missing from Saturday’s race and in fact 3 more lost pigeons had returned to the lofts.

More daily training will take place right through the week providing the weather is good enough to train these athletes of the skies building them up to next Saturday’s Training Race 8 from 110km (approx. 68 miles), which is due to be held on 5th January and will be the first race in the current year of 2008. However, the race committee may decide if the weather is suitable to include an extra TRAINING RACE 7A on Wednesday 2nd or Thursday 3rd January 2008, so please keep your eyes peeled to the web site.

***POLITE REMINDER TO ALL COMPETITORS/ENTRANTS:- Any competitors/entrants that have not yet “ACTIVATED” their “Reserve Pigeons” can still do so at any time. It should also be noted that only “ACTIVATED PIGEONS” can win any of the PRIZE MONEY and SPECIAL AWARDS including the BRAND NEW CARS which are allocated and are on offer in the forthcoming Hot Spot Races. Do not leave it until the last minute to “ACTIVATE” as it could cost you or your syndicate winning a major prize. Please call me today on 01279-812005 and give me your instructions.  *****PLEASE DO NOT FORGET that owners of “UNACTIVATED” pigeons only have 7 days after the 5th Hot Spot Race, which is due take place on the 12th January 2008 to get them “ACTIVATED”. If the owner decides not to “ACTIVATE” any of his pigeons they will be offered for sale to anybody that wants to pay the $1,000 entry fee on a first come, first served basis and then anything these pigeons win in prize money in the “Final Race”, goes to the new owner, Surely, it is not worth taking a chance on somebody walking away with the $200,000 1st Prize or one of the other major prizes that are up for grabs. Every year somebody gets caught out, hopefully this will not happen to you and I thought if I reminded you now it would give you plenty of time to get your unpaid pigeon “ACTIVATED”. 

*****THE DEADLINE DATE TO “ACTIVATE” YOUR RESERVE/S WILL BE SATURDAY 19th JANUARY 2008 SO PLEASE DO NOT GET CAUGHT OUT, IT REALLY IS JUST NOT WORTH TAKING THE RISK!

WHAT DO YOU REALLY HAVE TO LOSE AS IF YOU PAY FOR YOUR RESRVE PIGEONS AND THEY DO NOT GO TO THE “FINAL RACE” YOU GET YOUR $1,000 ENTRY FEE REFUNDED IN FULL.

There is still quite a lot of extra prize money and also a Brand New Motor Car to fly for prior to the Final Race because on the 5th and final Hot Spot Race due to be held on Saturday 12th January 2008 there will be the fifth and last Brand New Motor Car to be won in this race series, plus $10,000 in 10 separate $1,000 Hot Spot Cash Prizes, $2,000 for the 2-Bird Average Cash Prize, $5,000 for the Hot Spot Ace Pigeon Award 5th and last round, International Challenge Competition that offers 5 x $5,000 Cash Prizes and numerous $1,000 Cash Prizes for the first entered pigeon clocked in this final Hot Spot Race in the top 250, only one prize per country, with the first 5 countries taking the $5,000 Cash Prizes and also the 4th Round of the Knockout Competition, which carries a $25,000 first prize in the Final Race. It is also yet another round of the SUN CITY OVERALL AVERAGES which also offers $10,000 in Cash Prizes, which is split into three prizes of $5,000, $3,000 and $2,000.  

We are now well into the 2007/8 race series, weekly race reports and updates will be sent out to all UK competitors and syndicate shareholders plus of course published in both our weekly pigeon magazines. They are also available to view on three web sites, namely:- www.iprr.co.uk www.elimarpigeons.com and www.pigeonportal.com
If anybody wants to follow what is happening an a daily basis over the next month all the have to do is log onto www.scmdpr.com it is without doubt the most up to date, comprehensive and informative one loft web site in the world today and last year had in excess of 16 million “HITS” during the whole race series and this figure is expected to rise even higher during the 2007/8 race series. Many new features have been added again throughout this race series in including a DENSITY GRAPH which shows how the pigeons arrive in groups, PIGEON PERFORMANCE INFORMATION which shows the results of each pigeon right through the race series, FIND MY PIGEON/S which allows you to just put one or more pigeon/s name or country Code Number/s and the information comes up on the computer screen for the last race this pigeon or pigeons competed in. There is also a new UPDATED NEWS SECTION and a GALLERY which shows many photographs of winning pigeons arriving on Hot Spot Races, plus the photographs of the Brand New Car winners in the past Hot Spot Races. It is great to see the race organisers trying to continually improve and upgrade the information that can be found about entries in this race. It is without doubt the greatest one loft web site in the world today and anybody can log on and get most of the information they require. If you just click on the pigeons name on any race result it instantly comes up with the past races results of this pigeon, which is great when you are looking for form pigeons to Nominate/Pool.

If there is anything anybody would like to know about this race, then please contact me as soon as possible on 01279-812005 or email me on reglofts@aol.com and I will be only too pleased to answer their questions or queries.

Before I close I would like to apologize and confirm that the pigeon named BERNIE and entered under and flying under the name of RUGELEY ROCKETS was not bred actually by Brian Leadbeater from Rugeley as stated in a couple of my earlier Press Reports. This great pigeon has already scored quite a few times and won 596th, 312th, 63rd, 82nd and 282nd in earlier races and can now confirm that this pigeon was actually bred by J. MADGIN & SON. This was not an intentional mistake as I am sure anybody that reads my Press Releases will know as I always try to give credit to the breeder if they are known to me. I can therefore only apologize to those parties concerned for this error but can confirm that I was not officially notified of the breeder of this pigeon until the breeder contacted me by email last week. I hope that this pigeon continues in its winning ways and does well in the Final Race. 

It has been great to see that although we have just gone through the very busy Christmas and New Year period, those concerned with keeping competitors/entrants up to date with information on their pigeons in races over this festive time of the year have still resulted in all the information you need to see being added as usual onto the web site for all to view, so that you or anybody else can study the performances of your entries. WELL DONE TO ALL CONCERNED.

Only four more Saturday races to go before the “FINAL RACE” takes place on 2nd February 2008 from 550km (approx. 342 miles), when nearly $1million American Dollars will be up for grabs and the race where somebody will finally become “CHAMPION OF THE WORLD”.

GOOD LUCK TO ALL COMPETITORS/ENTRANTS OVER THE NEXT FOUR WEEKS.

Paul Smith. United Kingdom Race Team Shipper for The 12th Sun City Million Dollar (The Greatest Pigeon Race In The World Today), which is due to be held in Sun City Resort, South Africa on Saturday 2nd February 2008.

Regency Lofts Limited, “Five Pennies”, High Lane, Stansted Mountfitchet, Essex. CM24 8LQ. Telephone/Facsimile:- 01279-812005. (Int. Code:- +44-1279-812005).

Mobile:- 07860-568216. Email:- reglofts@aol.com 

SCMDPR Web Site:- www.scmdpr.com 

