Scottish National Flying Club 

Established in 1894 

Maidstone Race

After a one day hold over the convoy of 5,500 birds were liberated at 06.00 am on Sunday 24th June into a south west wind visibility at the liberation site was as ‘Clear as a bell’. Birdage breakdown for the race was as follows; Section A - 264; Section B - 1433; Section C - 1045; Section D - 752; Section E - 481; Section F - 114 and 

Section G - 94 with a total birdage of 4183 competing in the SNFC race this was broken down into the following Regions East Region - 3230; North Region - 94, South Region - 264 and the West Region - 595. There was an estimated 1200 federation birds convoyed by the club therefore the total coming together is in the region of 5,500 birds. The SNFC are indebted to the following sponsors; The British Homing World: Publication of results in BHW. Bamfords Feeds: Who supply feeding for all the SNFC races. Carr’s UK Ltd: Who has agreed to sponsor each of the 7 section winners with one bottle of their Adherb Aqua product. UNIKON: Have supplied a base station and ring marker for each of the race making stations. 

We thank ALL the above companies for their support to this great club of ours. 

Weather Report 
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The following report was sent by Steve Appleby ‘A low pressure system moved up from the Bay of Biscay over night and is now positioned over the west side of the English Channel. The leading edge of the cloud associated with this system has already reached Kent (see satellite image). Rain has already been located at Le Harve and the Isle of Wight at 07:00 hours this morning and will continue to move eastwards. The race path to Scotland is clear with high broken cloud and sunshine. Some showers will develop during the day along the race route but with an assisting southerly wind should not present a problem. A rain belt will affect the far north of Scotland but is not forecast to move south until mid afternoon. The SNFC waiting at Maidstone just had time to liberate this morning before the arrival of the rain from the west. Winds over the race route are light southerly 7 to 9 mph. 
The above satellite image clearly shows the low pressure system moving along the English Channel.’ Good luck to all competitors.
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Provisional Section winners:-

Section A 

1st 
R &M Seaton of Annan
 

1439.20

2nd 
R S R & RJ Rome of Annan
 

1421.75

3rd 
J Dalgleish of Ecclefechan 
 

1406.01 

Section B 

1st
W Pryde & Son of Gorebridge

1399.36

2nd 
Walker & Wilson of St Abbs


1396.70

3rd 
A Dewar of Bonnyrigg


1393.80

Section C 

1st
M McMurchie of Glenrothes


1286.17

2nd 
J Scott of Kennoway



1261.79

3rd 
W F Hay of Methil



1232.73

Section D 

 1st 
S Robertson of Clackmannan


1367.98

2nd 
S Gibson of Avonbridge 


1365.96

3rd 
M Doran of Broxburn



1333.31

Section E 

1st 
H H Menzies of Slamannan


1176.19

2nd 
W McGaffney of Lesmahagow 

1172.65

3rd
A Stewart of Airdrie 



1145.58

Section F 

1st 
T Haggarty of Darvel



993.22

2nd 
White, Baird & Barlow of Dumbarton 
978.91

3rd 
J Mathieson of Mossblown


930.01

Section G 

1st 
Sandy Robertson of Aberdeen 

694.47

2nd 
J Willox of Peterhead 



691.05

3rd 
A Robb of Aberdeenshire 


684 

Update on Winners 

First section A 1st south section probable 1st open Maidstone is the loft in form at the moment Roy and Marion Seaton of Annan who won 1st open Newbury SNFC 2 weeks ago. The partnership timed in a full sister to their Newbury winner Jimmy Mac this 4 year old chequer hen is now named Mari- Mac named after Marion and the MacAloney partnership. This year Mari- Mac has been raced as a widowhood hen and flew from the following races Shap, Leyland, Appleton, Worchester where she won 1st club these races were all with the Solway federation and she also had Marlborough 254 miles with the Cumberland Combine 4 weeks ago. Mari – Mac started to pair up to another hen so Roy put his widowhood cocks and hens together prior to them going to the Newbury SNFC race.  Mari – Mac was handling eggy so Roy left her at home in her nest box and she laid the next day. On her cocks return she laid the second egg which was on the Sunday and the pair of them sat these eggs and this was how she went to the Maidstone race sitting 15 day eggs day of liberation. She received only one training toss from 15 mile prior to the national Maidstone race she was so keen on 
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her eggs she would not even fly for 5 minutes round the loft. This was Roy’s only concern about her but he need not have worried as she returned from Maidstone ‘like a winner’ said Roy, not knowing at that time that she had won. She came right on line and racing like a bat out of hell another fact is she had not moulted at all and threw her first flight 

A happy Roy and Marion Seaton with their 2nd SNFC winner in 2007 season

on return Mari –Mac has already won 3 x 1st prizes for the partnership and you may remember I wrote in my Newbury report about Jimmy Mac’s 2 sisters winning their clubs on the same day. One won the Premier club and the other was Mari – Mac who won 1st Annan RPC. Without repeating myself too much I will go over some of the 
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details but for a full report check my Newbury report in the BHW or log onto www.snfc.co.uk article contribution 2007. Sire was direct from George MacAloney & son William of Coatbridge from their No 1 stock pair who are known as the ‘Dream Pair’ and are Camphius Janssen’s the Dream cock was bred by C W L. & Green and he is a full brother to their 

                                              Mari- Mac 1st open SNFC Maidstone after the race

Champion ‘Gold Blend’ a winner of 11 x 1st federation and an R.P.R.A. award winner in the N.W. Region. The Dream hen was bred by from stock from C W L & Green stock birds; she is the nest mate to Janefield Wonderboy. Dam of ‘Mari – Mac’ is from Roy’s brother Jim from his old Tom Larkin chequer cock crossed with Ron Williamson of Northern Ireland hen. I said in my Newbury report that if Roy won 1st open SNFC Newbury it would be the ‘Icing on the cake’ as far as the breeding of this Dream Pair were concerned and I looked forward to Roy & Marion gaining more success with this great club of ours. Little did I know that they would win the next SNFC race from Maidstone and to have 2 national winners in one season is without doubt a ‘Dream Season’ and is one the partnership will never forget. Our congratulations to Roy and Marion on this recent success you can bet your bottom dollar the MacAloney’s and Jimmy Seaton will be as pleased as Roy and Marion at this 2nd SNFC win, there will be some party later this year in the Seaton family home that’s for sure, well done to everyone once again.  
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2nd section A 2nd south region 2nd open are the father and son partnership of Robbie Rome and son Robert the partners timed in the same blue cock that was 1st section A 13th open in the young bird national in 2005.  He is raced widowhood and has had 4 club races this year and this was only his 2nd outing in a national race and he has won a 1st and 2nd section not bad going for a 2 year old wouldn’t you say. His father is the "National Cock" named as such as his progeny mainly rise to the occasion at the SNFC races and he is of Toye and Reimus line (1st SNFC Reims 2003) and is half 

brother of: King Pierre 

                                             Robbie Rome with his 2nd open Maidstone winner
who won 1st section 4th SNFC Rennes 1992 plus he was a  Louella Car winner and 518 one of the partners best ever racers winning 9th SNFC YB National 1996, 6th SNFC Sartilly 1998, 4th SNFC Rennes 1999 and 53rd SNFC Sartilly in 1999. His mother is direct from Andre Roodhooft a Hofkens based family my thanks to Robert for the email with the news of their winning pigeon.  
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3rd section A 3rd south region 3rd open is Jimmy Dalgleish of Ecclefechan who timed in a yearling mealy hen sent spare. 

Jimmy Dalgleish with his 3rd open Maidstone mealy hen 

This hen lost her mate 3 weeks ago at the Worchester race and she was put in beside the widowhood hens and then allowed in beside the youngster on the Friday night. This year she has 6 races to Maidstone with her last race being from Cheltenham and then into the national Maidstone race. Prior to basketing Jimmy put her back into the old bird loft as a pair had claimed her nest box, he allowed her to go back in and she chased the cock out and started to fight the hen so he picked her up and put her in the race basket and this was the motivation she needed to race home to win 3rd open. This mealy hen still carries 2 nest flights in each wing as she was hatched on the 23rd of May 2006 and had only 3 races to Leyland 96 miles before being stopped. Sire was bred by Martin Adair of Flimsby in Cumbria (son of the late Bobby) dam is a Staff Van Reet bred from Jimmy’s Tony Marden cock crossed with a Hofkens my thanks to Jimmy for his news. My thanks again to David Smith of Gretna who supplied me with the photographs of the south section lads to go with this report you’re a gentleman David.    

Section B

1st section B 1st east section 4th open are Willie Pryde and son John from Gorebridge in Midlothian they timed a 4 year old chequer cock flying widowhood. He cast his first flight in the basket and was sent to the race having been given his hen 24 hours prior 
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to basketing and he was resting in the nest pan when they picked him up to take him to the race marking. He was paired up on the 9th of December and reared 2 youngsters then when these youngsters were 12 days old the hen was taken away and he was repaired to her on March 16th when back down on 5 day eggs his hen was again taken away and he was on then on the widowhood system. He was trained every mid week with the team from St Boswells and Galashiels a distance of 30 miles to the partners loft and this year he has had every race (10 in all) with his last being the Aycliffe come back race the previous week. He was bred by Ramsay McDonald of Arniston sire Colt 45 
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containing all the best of Fountainhead lines (Eddie Wright) and the dam from the late great Bobby Carruthers of Bonnyrigg bred from Jimmy Jackson of Haddington down from Houden Gold 1st open SNFC Rennes. The partnership would like to thank Andy Millar from Sighthill club who has supplied them with some tips to try with their birds and it has paid off. 

                                                    1st east region for Willie Pryde & son John 

This is typical of Andy as he is a great worker for the sport of pigeon racing and does a first class job as the press officer for the Pentland Hills and New Lothian RPC as well as his own club. Knowing Andy as I do he will be over the moon for the Pryde partnership and he will receive as much pleasure as timing in his own pigeons who by the way should be well up on the open result. My thanks to John Pryde for supplying me the information and to Ricky Simpson for the photographs to go with this report You are one in a million Ricky cheers mate.   

2nd section B 2nd east region 5th open are the successful partnership of Walker and Wilson of St Abbs these past SNFC winners timed in a 2 year old blue bar cock. He left his eggs on the Wednesday the day prior to basketing and was just calling his hen to nest. 
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This year he had 4 club races to Riverhall 300 miles then he was entered into the Wanstead Flats race again 300 miles winning 20th open. The following week he was entered into the Newbury SNFC race a distance of 313 miles winning 290th open he then had 2 training tosses from between 40 / 50 miles and was lifted into Maidstone. 

Walker & Wilson’s 2nd section B winner 

As a yearling he won 15th region B 110 open Newbury and then 9th region B 27th open SNFC Newbury. As a youngster he was raced out to 240 miles and as a matter of interest this cock has never won a prize ticket in the club only in national races. Sire was bred by Dennis Grant of Haddington Hellerman crossed Willie Thas. The dam was bred by Norman Renton from his Derik Nordon of Langholm bloodlines thanks to Robert Walker for supplying these details.    

3rd section B 3rd east region 6th open is Andy Dewar of Bonnyrigg who timed in yearling blue cock flown on the natural system. He was sent sitting 14 days on eggs and is from Busschaert bloodlines his sire was 1st club 7th federation 2 weeks ago from Newark a distance of 213 miles. Dam won 16th open SNFC Alencon in 2005 and was then put to stock the grand parents are down from Mr Bryce of Duns being MacAloney Busschaert again my thanks to Ricky Simpson for the details and photographs. 
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Happy Andy Dewar

With his 6th open winner 

Section C
1st section C 44th open is Mick McMurchie of Glenrothes who timed in a 6 year old Van Loon widowhood cock that has previously topped the Fife Federation 3 times.  

2nd section C 76th open is Jock Scott of Kennoway who timed in a yearling blue chequer cock sent on 10 days eggs; this cock won 1st club 5th federation Ripon and 1st club 1st federation Wakefield he was then entered into the Maidstone race. He is a Red Star lofts Van Der Reel and his name is ‘Sweepie’ as it keeps winning the private sweep between the club members. 

3rd section C 102nd open is SNFC management committee member Willie Hay who timed in a yearling Andre Clements who is closely related to Gerald McPherson 2nd open SNFC winner. This bird as won 3 time now being 1st club Witton Castle, 1st club 2nd east section 2nd open Wakefield as a youngster and now this win from Maidstone my thanks to Willie Hay for supplying the details of these Fife winners.    

For the other section winners see Maidstone Report 2 
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