Section D
1st section D 10th open is Stewart Robertson Clackmannan who also tops the North West federation from this race point. Stewart timed in a yearling chequer cock sitting on his 3rd round of eggs which were dummies and he was sitting 18 days on day of basketing. He won 2nd club 9th federation Coldstream and flew out to Ripon 165 miles as a youngster. This year he has had every race out to Newark 240 miles winning 4th club 4th federation Otterburn 90 miles on the way. On return from the Newark race point (from which he spent the night out) he had a slight injury so Stewart stopped him and allowed him to recover, he was flying freely with the remainder of the team and was entered into the Otterburn come back race and showed no ill effects to his injury so was lifted right into Maidstone a distance of 376 miles. Sire is a Houben from Woodlands Stud crossed Busschaert from Ian Miller of Grangemouth Dam is a Vandenabele from Woodlands Stud, my thanks to Bill McLaren for supplying me with the details of Stewarts pigeon and well done on topping the section and the federation. 

2nd section D 13th open is Scott Gibson of Avonbridge who timed in a yearling hen bought from 
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              Scott Gibson of Avonbridge 2nd section D Maidstone 

Ralston Graham of Langholm in a batch of 6. She was not raced as a youngster only trained and this year she has had only 3 training races out to 180 miles and was sent to the Maidstone national sitting 10 days on eggs, Scott has asked me to thank Ralston Graham for breeding such a good pigeon. 

3rd section D 21st open is Mark Doran of Broxburn whom many of you will know from my Sporting Challenge write up in last week’s paper. Mark timed in a yearling blue bar white flighted hen sitting 2 to 3 days on her first youngster of the year. Marks good friend Freddy Kerr keeps some pigeons as pets and last year he had 2 hens sitting on 4 eggs so he asked Mark for a pair of eggs to allow these hens to rear some youngsters. Freddy brought the 2 youngsters down to Mark when they were ready and Mark was gob smacked as he had not seen two more beautiful reared youngsters so he decided to keep them and they were given 2 or 3 races and the hen returned with 2 broken flights so was stopped for the year. This year she won 6th club 34th federation Wakefield and has had every race out to Huntington and then into the come back Otterburn race, Mark is a hard trainer but due to the terrible weather we have experienced in June his team have never had any training and are flagged 30 minutes morning and night and the hen was jumped into the Maidstone race. Sire was a blue pied 05 cock who returned injured from a race and was consequently stopped, his sire was blue pied cock 853 who topped the federation from Huntington he was also hurt and stopped. 853 is from Mark’s good ‘Black cock’ who won over £1000 while racing. Dam of 853 was an Alf Rothwell (NEHU past secretary) stock hen when crossed with a Roach Brothers (SNFC Nantes winner) bloodlines. Dam of the 3rd section winner is a blue bar hen whose sire is a blue pied cock from Dougie Stewart of Broxburn being Van Den Bosh when paired to a Ralston Graham hen. As a matter of interest the nest mate to the 3rd section winner has won 1st club 2nd federation Wakefield, 1st club 22nd federation Huntington and 5th club 14th federation Coldstream not a bad pair of yearlings, my thanks to Mark for the above information. 

Section E

1st section E 1st west region 154th open is Hugh Menzies of Slamannan who timed in a yearling chequer hen whose first flight was just burst through and she was sent sitting 16 days at day of basketing. She was paired the first week end of February and reared a pair of youngsters, when back down on eggs she was then put on the 

[image: image1.jpg]


roundabout system and has flown this all year. She received 8 training tosses from 15 miles prior to racing and had every race to Leicester 255 miles. She was introduced to her cock prior to Leicester and on return they were left together, she laid on the 6th or 7th of June and was entered into the national sitting these eggs. She had the comeback Otterburn race and one toss from Burntisland in Fife prior to going to the National as a youngster she had every race out to the federation 

Hugh Menzies 1st west section Maidstone 

open race a distance of 90 miles. Sire was purchased at a sale in Danderhall held by Herman Beverdam from his Lowik Brothers Night Fliers. Dam was a Ko Nipius Jan Aarden who was a good pigeon always in race time but just out of the open results. She was bought 10 years ago when Hugh started up the pigeons in 1996 these were from Osborne Stud my thanks to Hugh for contacting me with the details of his winner.   

2nd section E 2nd west region 158th open is Walter McGaffney of Lesmahagow who timed in a 2 year old red cock sent with his 1st flight half way up he was sent sitting 15 days on eggs and they hatched 2 days after he arrived home from the race if fact 
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when he was being verified by Jim Hannah for the management committee they noticed that the eggs had hatched. This year he had 4 races from Catterick, Wetherby, Leicester then Maidstone. He received daily training from West Linton flying time 30 to 40 minutes with the final training toss from Newcastle on the Sunday prior to basketing his time on the wing was 3 ½ hours which Walter thought set him right up for the job in hand. 

Last year he was only trained with no racing at all as a youngster he had 2 Ridsdale races a distance of 80 miles then stopped to develop. Sire 

Walter McGaffney with his 2nd Section E winner 

is a red pied stock cock who is a beautiful pigeon he is bred from a mealy cock bred by John Smith of Skegness being Delmotte x Jurion x Delbar. Dam of the stock cock was a present from Tommy Gilbertson of Cumbria. His sister won the Chichester race by 2 hours and topped the federation by 40 minutes.  Dam of the 2nd section winner is Walter’s Classic Lady who won 34th open SNFC Tours in 2003/04 she is a Vandy Wegan bred by Louella pigeon world and was one of a batch of 6 for £99. She was badly injured in a hawk attack and has been kept in the stock loft since which is a wise decision as she is producing the goods. Walter timed in the full brother to his 2nd section winner at 17.10 and going by the reports this bird should make the result as well, Walter has 5 out of his 7 birds home, may I thank Walter for supplying his information and to Jim Hannah for the photos and emails to allow me to compile these reports.   
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                              Walter McGaffney’s winner on the nest 
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3rd section E 3rd west region 190th open is Alex Stewart of Airdrie who timed in a 2 year old Busschaert hen known as The Frill Hen at 15.10 hours, she was sent sitting 10 day eggs and had not cast a flight. As young bird she had 3 races to Appleby a distance of 110 miles then as a yearling she was used as a widowhood hen. This year she had 2 x Appleby’s, Leyland 158 miles winning 1st Scottish Midland 

Alex Stewart and friend from Airdrie outside loft 

federation and then into Uttoxeter a distance of 222 miles before Leicester 254 miles where she was first to loft and then Alex decided to set her up for the Maidstone National. The hen returned 
to the loft tired and wet, having given her all for her owner incidentally the Frill hen’s dam won Maidstone a few years back, so this family of pigeons are doing the business for Alex up to the coast. My thanks to fellow club committee member Derik Hay who emailed this information and the photograph of Alex and his 3rd section winner. 

Section F
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   1st section F 412th open is Thompson Haggarty of Darvel who timed in a blue 3 year old cock bred by Reid Brothers of Hamilton. He was bought at their dispersal sale for £12 and is from S Toye bloodlines he threw his 4th flight in the basket. He won 1st club & 1st federation Otterburn he was also 7th club from Leicester and won 4th club Newbury being 

Winner of 1st section F from Maidstone for Thompson Haggarty
timed second day and now wins 1st club, 2nd federation (beaten by a lad who did not send to the national) and 1st section F in the SNFC. The blue cock has been dropping into his old loft at Hamilton on the way home since losing his hen however this time 
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Thompson sent him sitting a recent set of fresh eggs to a new hen which seems to have done the trick. Thompson used to keep pigeon with his father 28 years ago but gave them up when is dad wanted the garden back to its original condition. He restarted in 2005 with some late breds from here there and everywhere and his first season racing was with youngsters last year. This year his first in old birds he has won 2.3.4.5.10.&12 club 5.7.9 & 11th federation from Hawick; then 1.4.5.6 & 7th club 1.6.7.8 & 10th federation from Otterburn. 2.3.4 & 9th club, 13th federation from Ripon then 1 & 4th club 2 & 10th federation Wakefield, 2 & 7th club 9th federation Leicester and 4th club Newbury and now 1st & 2nd club 2nd federation Maidstone.  

2nd section F are the White, Baird & Barlow partnership from Dumbarton Graham wrote in his email, ‘I've named my chequer cock Strachan after the Celtic Manager. He's a late bred born September 05 so therefore never saw a basket as a young bird. He was trained with the old birds last season, having 3 races which ended with Ripon (174 miles) when he returned 8 days later. This season he has been a revelation, being clocked in every race up to 200 miles gaining good Fed positions. He was sent to the Newbury SNFC race as I thought, in good condition, but never returned till the Monday evening. However despite returning 2 days late my belief did not waver as the pigeon was in superb condition. I can only assume I sent him a bit too heavy. Nevertheless, he was now in great shape, in fact Joe I'd say he was in superb racing condition in spite of me! His hen laid about 5 days later and I left him sitting the eggs until Wednesday, the day before basketing, when he was singled up from Airdrie (25 miles) and again the next day, the day of basketing. He was basketed sitting 6 or 7 days. I could probably sent 4 or 5 pigeons to Maidstone but Strachan was looking so good and full of himself that I thought I would just send him and hope for the usual bit of luck. It turned out a hard race and I obviously had that bit of luck on our side. 

It might be hard to believe but the cock is in the exact same condition as when he was basketed last Thursday, You wouldn't know he'd been out of the loft never mind having raced from Maidstone. Many thanks must go to the convoyer for taking such good care of him and the other pigeons in his control. Strachan is bred from pigeons I obtained from the late Jimmy Cowan of Shiremoor in 2004. Jimmy had a fantastic record in Channel races in the mighty up north combine. I received 6 pigeons from Jimmy, every one a credit to him. My 3rd section young bird National Cheltenham in 2006 was also bred from the same birds. Joe can I take this opportunity to thank John & John Hood from Milton of Campsie for all their help and advice. Nothing is too much trouble for them and at times I’m probably a pest at times they are 2 gentlemen of the sport and I appreciate all their help. 

3rd section F is John Mathieson of Mossblown who is making a name for himself as 

one of the best Ayrshire fanciers at the present time He is demonstrate you can win in the SNFC into Ayrshire and I’m glad to see more and more fancier from this area joining the SNFC and I look forward to highlighting their winners from the Gold Cup race later on this week. John timed in a 2 year old blue hen sent sitting 7 days on eggs and her 2nd new flight was half way up. This year she had 6 races from Hawick, Otterburn, Ripon, and Leicester 243 miles, Newbury with the SNFC 316 miles being timed in at 19.10 hours just missing the result. She was given 2 short training tosses from 12 miles and into Maidstone. As a yearling she was raced to Leicester 243 miles and as a youngster she received 4 races out to 100 mile. She home bred from John’s own established family of Kirkpatrick crossed Kenyon my thanks to John for his information and I wished him good luck with his only entry into the Alencon race this week. [image: image3.jpg]


 

John Mathieson of Mossblown who is turning out to be the top man in Ayrshire in the SNFC these past few years

Section G

1st section G 1st north region is Sandy Robertson of Aberdeen with a 2 year old light 
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chequer cock bred from Sandy’s old family of Super Cracks, which he bought direct from Robert Venus back in the early 80's. Three years ago he purchased a few Southwell pigeons to cross with his Supercracks have bred some very good pigeons. One of these is the section winner who is bred from a Supercrack hen with a Southwell 

Sandy Robertson of Aberdeen with is 1st north section winner from Maidstone 

stock cock This 2 year old cock is the same way bred as the hen who won 8th north section Newbury in 2007. Sandy said ‘On arrival this Cock was very wet Joe so I have decided to call him ‘Davie Boy’ he was sent sitting between 12-14 days on eggs and had 2 previous races at Alnwick 127 miles and Northallerton a distance of 196 miles, due to bad weather in Aberdeen this pigeon was left in the loft and jumped in to Maidstone a distance of 420 miles’ my thanks to Sandy for the info and the photograph. 

2nd section G 2nd north region is George Willox of Peterhead with a 2 year old blue cock sent with his eggs just hatched he was sent with his 2nd new flight ½ way up. This year he had 5 races from Thornton, Northallerton, Alnwick, Leicester and then into Maidstone a distance of 438 miles. As a yearling he was raced out to the south coast from Hastings with the federation a distance of 470 miles, as a baby he was raced to Northallerton 218 miles then stopped. Sire is out of a hen purchased from the late Jim Biss being direct from ‘Naïve’ who won 1st open NFC Marseille, Dam is Jan Aarden bloodlines purchased at Blackpool show from a Dutch fanciers stand. A full sister to George’s winner won 6th north section 139th open Alencon SNFC. George said his 2nd section cock has been a very steady pigeon without every being his first bird home until this Maidstone race my thanks to George for the information on his winner.   

3rd section G 3rd north region is Sandy Robb who timed in a 4 year old blue 

Her blood lines are predominantly my old base family of Vandenbussche crossed Van der Esp crossed with Jim Biss Dordin. 
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Sandy Robb’s 3rd north section from Maidstone after the race 

She was lightly raced both as a young bird and as a yearling then as a 2 year old she had four races, winning the club from Cupar 67 miles and gaining lesser positions from Northallerton 200miles and from Peterborough 330 miles. As a 3 year old she flew the programme through to Hastings a distance of 454 miles being timed on the day, she also won 1st club 4th federation Rotherham from 264 miles the same season.
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This year she was set up for Maidstone on roundabout but unexpectedly laid an egg in the hens section. She was then moved back through beside her mate and laid her 2nd egg in her box. Although the cock was not really interested in this she sat tight for the ten days leading up to the Maidstone basketting whilst the cock climbed 

A Happy Sandy Robb who won 3rd North Section

all around her. Prior to the Maidstone race she has had five races through to Newark a distance of 300miles where she was timed at 21.00 hrs to be 20th federation. Since this was a particularly tricky race she was then rested for the next two weeks. 

Due to work commitments Sandy has not entered a SNFC race for the past 15 years and in fact last year 2006 was the first year that I had flown a complete old bird programme in the club during this period. Therefore it was good to see Sandy reap the reward of being 3rd north section and we hope his continued success grows with the SNFC and as you can see it was a happy snap of a "smiling" Sandy and one of his 3rd section winner, my thanks to Sandy for supplying me with the news. 

 

Conclusion 

This has been a bit of a rush to try and have this account ready for the paper, and I cannot thank the fanciers who have gone out of their way to assist me in this report. The SNFC is one big team and I can only become a good a press officer if I’m given the relevant information. I spoke to a fancier last week who said ‘Joe this is my federation and my national and it is up to us as members to make sure they are both successful’ and he is right it is YOUR national and without everyone pulling together we would not be the success we are now. To the fanciers whose details are not printed I will include them in my Alencon report later this week so if you have not made contact with me by the time this is in print could you contact me as soon as possible.   

Regarding the race even though the winners are doing 1400 yards a minute there are quite a number of pigeons missing and this will have a knock on effect in our last race. Can fanciers who intend to send to the Falaise race, please notify the SNFC secretary or a member of the management committed with the AMOUNT of BIRDS they intend to send. This information will be of great assistance in ordering the size of transporter required for the last race. It will not matter if you have an extra pigeon or even one or two less. If we have a rough idea of the figures it will be of great benefit to the transportation side of the sport, once again thanks to the fanciers who phoned Lib Line as this allows other members to know how the race is transpiring. 

Compiled and copywriter Joe Murphy SNFC Press Officer  
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