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                  Scottish National Flying Club 

Established 1894 

Alencon Update 

This is the race everyone in Scotland wants to win the SNFC Gold Cup race which these past few years has been flown from Alencon which have turned out to be good races. I attended the race marking at Kirkcaldy and it was a pleasure to see the candidates lying down in the fresh shavings. These old stagers know the job and on looking at them they were good enough to win in a show pen. That’s what they have to be like to win in the Gold Cup race. The transporter arrived at port at 07.00 am the following morning Thursday and the birds received water for 1 ½ hours before moving onto the ferry which left at 09.00 am and the driver and convoyer arrived at the Alencon liberation site at 18.00hours. This gave the birds plenty of time to eat, drink and rest prior to liberation. One thing that’s certain is that by using Scottish transportation and basketing a day later this has proved beneficial to both the pigeons and the membership and is without doubt it was the correct discussion by the officials and management committee. The convoy of 1466 birds were liberated on Friday 29th June at 10.30am into a fresh south west wind and it was hoped to hear of birds being timed between the 11 and 12 hours mark. Unfortunately this did not transpire and there were no day birds recorded, however one particular bird was not far from home as it was clocked before the race opened at 04.30am. More about this in my report. 

Weather Report
 

The weather report from Steve Appleby was as follows: 

The weather for this SNFC blue ribbon race from Alencon was controlled by low pressure. Over Northern France a weather front carrying light patchy rain cleared to the east and by 10:00 hours the clouds broke over the race point presenting a liberation sky. The light rain also affected the channel but cleared eastwards leaving varying amounts of cloud cover and excellent visibility. The flight path to Scotland over the English mainland consisted of sunshine and broken clouds. By mid morning some showers developed which is always the weather pattern associated with low pressure systems. 

Winds over the channel came from a south westerly direction reaching force 4 and at times force 5. Over the south of England winds were again south westerly. By early afternoon from the Midlands northwards they veered to a more westerly direction and then to a north westerly direction over Scotland. Average wind speed over the land 16 mph. (See wind flow diagram below). Good luck to all competitors - Steve Appleby.
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Alencon Birdage
Section A – 230; Section B – 332; Section C – 276; Section D – 149; Section E – 371; Section F – 28 and Section G – 80 a total entry of 1466.

Probable Section Winners

Section A 

1st section Craig Halbert of Eastriggs 
938.09

12th open 


2nd section Brian Love of Dumfries 

868.87

38th open

3rd section Mr & Mrs Irvine of Brydekirk 
836.23

60th open
Section B
1st section W & S Aitchison of Eyemouth
1225.88 
1st open 

2nd section G Wardhaugh of Dirleton 
1009.84
7th open

3rd section S Thomson & son Prestonpans
 987.64 
8th open

Section C 

1st section Len Downie of Errol 

1167.2

2nd open 

2nd section Brian Kinnear of Pitlessie 
1025.45
6th open 

3rd section Len Downie of Errol 

  963.88         11th open 

Section D
1st section Scott Gibson of Avonbridge 
1063.1

3rd open 

2nd section Scott Gibson of Avonbridge 
1058.86
4th open 

3rd section T C Ogilvie of Stirling 

  895.56
25th open 

Section E
1st section J Hannah of Blantyre 

1035.71
5th open 

2nd section D Sloan & son Airdrie 

 920.42          17th open 

3rd section Jim Wood of Uddingston 
 
 897.83          24th open 
Section F 
1st section McDonald & Smith of West Kilbride
677.35
 135th open

2nd section NOT WON 
3rd section NOT WON 

Section G 
1st section Grant and Massie of Aberdeen 
800.2

85th open
2nd section M & I Patterson of Stonehaven
793.03

91st open  


3rd section I F Douglas of Aberdeen 

783.41
          100th open 

Report on winners 

1st section B 1st east region 1st open is Steven Aitchison of Eyemouth who over the years has proved to be one of the top distance men in Scotland. He won the SNFC Appledore race with his late father Will in 1985, then he won 1st open SNFC Nantes in 2002 with 'Will's Ambition flying 596 miles from an entry of 386 birds recording a velocity of 838. In 1998 he won 1st east section 2nd open Rennes to Bob Harkness & son of Newcastleton. Then in 1994 he was 2nd east section 6th and he has also been 5th open Vire. I could go on and on about this mans results over the years they are that 
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good but the cream of them all has to be this weekend’s race winning the greatest race of all the SNFC Gold Cup race. Steve timed in a blue hen bred in 2002 by John Mair from Portsoy in Banffshire. John and Steven became friends through reporting a stray and they have exchanged 4 youngsters with each other every year since.
The winner now named Eye Valley Queen has always been a consistent pigeon and as a young bird she had every race including the young bird national. As a yearling she was 1st club Selby in a difficult race then as a 2 year old she won 18th region B 52nd Falaise flying 422 miles. 

Steve Aitchison holding his 1st open SNFC Gold Cup winner

                       Eye Valley Queen 1st open SNFC Alencon Gold Cup 2007
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The following year she was entered into the SRN Alencon race and Steve was told that the race was closed, however had he timed Eye Valley Queen in she would have won a position. As a 4 year old she flew the club programme however Steve was not happy with her condition so did not send her to the channel. This year she was late starting to race due to clipping a wire while flying around the house, she was entered into 4 inland races the last being Rivenhall a distance of 300 miles on the 1st June. Then Steve prepared her for the channel with 6 training tosses at 30, 40 & 70 miles with the final toss on the Sunday before basketing, she was sent to Alencon Gold Cup race sitting 12 day eggs and her third flight was ¼ grown. She is a medium sized bold faced hen who never carries extra weight and is quite easy to condition. For the eye sign man she has a superb dual purpose eye with the distance lines and a small pupil. 
Her sire is one of John Mair’s best stock cocks bred in 1993 from his own breeding and he has bred many good birds. Dam is again one of John’s best stock hen she was bred 1996 by Joe Shore of Comberbach in Cheshire going back to the old Hansenne strain. This pair of pigeons have bred several good birds to score for members of the Deveron Valley federation unfortunately this pair are now dead however their blood continues to win today. Steve sent 6 pigeons to the Gold Cup Alencon race and he was convinced birds would be home that night so much so that he did not go to bed for fear of sleeping in so therefore spent the night on the settee. He was so restless that he looked out the kitchen window at 1am and then woke with a start at 04.20am opening his eyes he saw it was a beautiful morning. When he looked out of the window he saw the blue hen was already home sitting on the sputnik landing board, you can imagine the excitement on getting the bird in the loft. He took off the rubber rings and then realised he had no thimbles and grabbing the clock ran back into the house again to time her in. The race did not open till 04.30 so he had time but when this happens you cannot think straight. Steve was disappointed not to see her arrive however Andrew Lees who lives a few bungalows away saw Queen arrive from the west not long before Steve timed her in there is no doubt she could not have been far away on the day and she spent the night on the door step.
Steve would like to thank John Mair for breeding Eye Valley Queen also thanks to Andrew Lees, Robert Walker, Jim Wilson, Neil Rutherford and Dave Owen, without their help then Queen would not have been trained due to Steve’s car being out of action also thanks to all who have congratulated me since timing in Eye Valley Queen in from the race. Steve asked me to mention a very special Thank You to his wife Lorna for putting up with him during the pigeon racing season with all the late nights and early mornings. I know from all the good fanciers whom I have spoken to over [image: image8.jpg]BEE ey




the phone and at the clock checking have expressed their best wishes to Steve and my own heartfelt congratulations on winning the Gold Cup with Eye Valley Queen well done once again. My thanks to Tom Davidson for the photographs on Steve’s winning pigeon and the other section B prize winners. 
2nd section B is farmer Graham Wardhaugh of Dirleton which is a little village situated 

between Gullen and North Berwick. Graham timed in a 4 year old dark pied hen sent sitting 5 days on eggs with her 3rd flight ¾ grown. This year she has only had 2 club races from Peterborough 275 miles 

Graham Wardhaugh 2nd section B with his 7th open winner and below the winner in her box
and Thirsk 137 miles she was then given 2 single up training tosses from 70 miles then into Alencon. Graham told me that she was his only entry and the reason for this was last year she returned home from the Gold Cup race very badly injured. She was not hawked but had   obviously hit something like a TV aerial as her crop, breast muscle and tail were badly torn and Graham was amazed she had made it home. So much so that all year [image: image9.jpg]


he thought that if she could home in this condition she must be a ‘good one’ and if given a little luck she could do it again. The pied hen was not raced as a youngster or yearling as I said Graham is a farmer and this time of the year is harvest time which is takes up all his time so he does not compete in club racing. As a 2 year old Graham wanted to concentrate on his breeding so she was bred from and not raced that year either. Sire is from Graham’s old family of Dordin while the dam was bred by James Jackson of London and is Janssen based. James and Graham have become good friends over the years when one of James Thurso birds dropped into Dirleton, and like Steve Aitchison mentioned above they swap youngsters most years. My thanks again go to Graham for the information on his pigeons and to Tom Davidson our president for the photos.      
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3rd section B 8th open is Sinclair Thomson & son Sinclair of Prestonpans, they timed in a 03 rung cock that was bred in 2005, he was sent sitting 10 days on eggs with his 3rd flight was just up. This year he was raced to Selby and on return he was very badly injured and his identification and ETS rings were nearly shattered he had hit something with such force. So much so that it took him about 2 weeks to get back onto his legs again, but with the love and care of Sinclair he rallied round. He was entered into the Peterborough race and then the Thirsk comeback race returning with no ill effects. 

3rd section B 8th open Alencon for Sinclair Thomson and son of Prestonpans 

He lost his hen at Newbury so took up to a new hen and this gave him the spark he needed and was given 5 training tosses from Co’Path a distance of 25 miles and the Sunday before basketing he received one toss from Selkirk which took him 2 hours due to the rain coming on. He was then left to settle down with his new hen and eggs prior to the Gold Cup race and Sinclair said he was looking a picture on his return. He was not raced as a youngster due to the old ring but was trained out to Newark and he flew the same race point and distance as a yearling. Sire is a Staff Van Reet crossed Busschaert while his dam is a Janssen from Sylvester lines of Ponderosa Stud and was bred by Taylor Brothers of Newbigging by the Sea renowned Up North Combine fanciers. My thanks to Sinclair for phoning me back with these details and he was saying that this was the method he used years ago and he intends to go back to basics for the long distance SNFC races as these races give him immense pleasure. 

1st section C 2nd east section 2nd open is Len Downie of Errol who is a past winner of the SNFC Nantes race in 1988 and has achieved other outstanding performance over the years. Last week I had a fancier phone to ask me who I thought was the best fancier in my area and without hesitation I said ‘Len Downie’ and lo and behold he comes up and nearly pulls off his 2nd SNFC win days after I was singing his praises. Len Downie has won 1st open Nantes, 2nd open Alencon and 3rd open Falaise how many other fanciers can boast of performances like this (only one as far as I know but his is not in Fife Federation) 

Len timed in a 5 year old pencil blue bar widowhood cock who as a youngster was raced out to Ripon a distance of 170 miles, then as a yearling he won 1st club 5th federation Wakefield 5,570 birds; then as a 2 year old he won 21st open SNFC Newbury from an entry of 4,837 birds he was then sent to the federation Maidstone 
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race a distance of 385 miles returning with a small hole in his side, so Len put him aside for the year. As a 3 year old he was sent to the federation open Maidstone race winning 12th open. He was then entered into the SNFC Falaise race and won 1st section C 3rd open SNFC Falaise from an entry of 2366 birds. In 2006 he was at the SNFC Newbury and he won 

Len Downie’s Pencil Cock 2nd, 3rd, 21st, 90th,108thand 134th open SNFC winner

24th section C 90th open being Len’s 6th bird on the open result. He then went to Alencon winning 21st section C 108th open this year he has had  Kelso, Otterburn and Wakefield were he won 3rd section 7th open Federation 2411 birds. He was then entered into the Newbury SNFC race winning 26th section C 134th open 3918 birds,  being 9 hours 22 minutes on the wing and was lifted into the Alencon race having his hen for one hour prior to basketing.
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SNFC PRO Joe Murphy holding 11th open and Len Downie holding 2nd open Alencon winners 
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He was on his first flight just past the paint brush stage. The breeding of the pencil blue cock is Taveirme - Rigole of Belgium bred down from their line of international long distance winners out to Barcelona. Len had cultivated this family over the past few years when he obtained some from Les Parkinson, the BHW scribe. More introductions have been added direct from the Belgium partnership and Len won 6 youngsters from Elimar Pigeon Loft prize for the outstanding positions won with Elimar Pigeons. A full brother to the pencil cock won 4th open from Maidstone 2004 when Len was 3rd, 4th 6th and 17th open. Another hen from the family a grand daughter of the 14th International Dax winner, has won 4th and 14th open Fife federation Maidstone and she was also 45th open Alencon SNFC 2005 her brother won 1st section C 13th open Alencon in 2006 all being 100% Taveirme – Rigole. Len would like to thank Les Parkinson for his assistance in helping him acquire this family of pigeon that are standing up to the rigours of our Scottish climate with success. Len Downie is a top pigeon man and his results speak for themselves and if you wish to see all Len’s results over the past few years log onto www.elimarpigeons.com Let’s hope the 6 youngster won in the prize do as well as these originals. 

Len Downie’s 3rd section C 11th open Alencon winner 

Len timed in his 2nd bird at 09.16 to win 3rd section C 11th open  with a 4 year old dark chequer cock that this year had the same race preparation as the Pencil cock mentioned above, however he won 1st central section 5th open Otterburn from a convoy of 3243 birds. In 2006 he won 2nd section 7th open Otterburn 3231 birds he 
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was entered into the SNFC Newbury race and won 16th section C 54th open 2842 birds, then into the Gold Cup race from Alencon to win 30th section C 126th open from an entry of 1556 birds. In 2005 he won 2nd section 2nd open Ripon from an entry of 3635 birds and then 5th section 5th open Leicester 2156 birds. This dark chequer cock has won other minor club prizes however I have only concentrated on his federation and SNFC positions. Sire was a cock Len purchased at an entire clearance sale this bird won 1st section 70th open NFC Pau, so he knew what he was looking for. Dam was a Taveirme – Rigole same way as the other pigeons mentioned above. Len feeds Versa Laga PLX and sometimes breaks them down with depurative; they also receive Versa Laga grit and pick stones. Len was excited when he phoned the SNFC lib line service reporting his bird as at that time no pigeons had been reported. Knowing this and then seeing a pigeon  coming to his loft his heart started to beat 100 times faster after phoning me with his arrival forgot to switch his phone off and I could hear him going back into the loft and heard the birds cooing and flying about with Len speaking to them. This was wonderful stuff and for a moment I felt that I was there with him after timing in his 2nd open winner. This is what keeping racing pigeons is all about and when a man who has kept pigeons for over 40 years still gets thrilled by timing in out of the premier long distance club in Scotland the SNFC then there is still hope for others. Congratulations again to Len on another outstanding win and may I wish him all the best for the future Len has now called it a day for this old bird season. 

2nd section C 6th open is Brian Kinnear of Pitlessie with his 4 year old blue cock ‘Stitchy’ who 

was sent calling his hen to nest. 

A Happy Brian Kinnear with his 6th & 8th open National Cock 

This blue cock is a lovely looking and handling pigeon with a good round body and when I verified him last year when he won 8th open you would not have thought he had been out of the loft he was in such good condition. He has a lovely rich red iris with a full circle and his eye was sparkling with health. As a youngster he won 5th club Otterburn a distance of 82 miles, the then won 3rd club 3rd section 18th open Fife Federation Tow Law a distance of 115 miles, he then won 2nd club 2nd centre section Ripon a distance of 162 miles being. As a yearling he was flown to Maidstone and returned a month later in a very bad condition as he had ‘roughed it’ during this time. On checking him Brian noticed he had a lump on his side but as it looked ok he left him alone, later on that same day he found the cock in his nest box with blood pouring out of the lump and Brain had to get assistance from his daughter Carol Ann to stitch him up. Brian was night shift so Carol Ann kept going down to the loft to see if the blue cock was ok and after a few day he was more like himself and she called him 

‘Stitchy’. As a 2 year old he won 40th region 141st open Newbury SRN from an 1541 birds. In 2006 as a 3 year old he had Ripon on the 27th of May and won 8th club, then into the SRN Newbury race and won 1st region 3rd open 1531 birds he was then entered into the SNFC Newbury race sitting 10 days and homed at 16.00 hours on the day but did not make the result. He then went to Maidstone with the Fife Federation feeding a 4 day old youngster which was the same week end as the SNFC Alencon Gold Cup race 1st July. The youngster was taken away and he was then separated and put back on roundabout for 2 weeks and was allowed his hen for 24 hours prior to going to Falaise where he won 2nd section C 8th open 2039 birds.
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This year he was paired up the same week end as Blackpool show and allowed to rear 2 youngsters when these were about 5 days old he threw his first flight and Brain was concerned as he had not done this before. When the youngsters were moved he was separated and grew his 2nd new flight and stopped moulting. 

Brian’s good blue cock who has won 6thand 8th open SNFC 

He had 4 races to Wakefield where he won 4th club and was then sent to the Newbury national but failed to make it home on the night. Brian was working a 12 hour shift and his 2 best pigeons were not home so he asked Carol Ann to go and check the loft to see if any birds were home as he had left the young bird section open for the late comers. She looked for birds with the red and blue rubbers and told Brian over her mobile phone which nest box the bird had to go into, but no Stitchy. Carol Ann went into the house for a coffee with her mum Margo and just as she was about to leave Stitchy landed and she let him in. She phoned her dad at work who was happy to hear this news. Brian handled him at night and he was well down and had experienced a hard fly. He then took his hen away from him for 2 weeks and then on Tuesday prior to this years Gold Cup race he gave him a 10 mile toss along with his darkness youngsters. Brian hurried home and was home before the birds arrived and Stitchy arrived with the youngsters and in fact treaded a young hen on the landing board and then took off clapping about the sky. When he did go into the loft he landed on the floor and when looking up saw his old hen in his nest box he was overjoyed at seeing her that this put a smile back on his face. Brian gave them straw and tobacco sticks late on that day and the next day he had built a nest and was calling his hen when Brian picked him up to go to Alencon race and his thoughts at that time were ‘I cannot get you any better’. Brian’s best position in the Gold Cup race over the years is 15th open and he hopes Stitchy will improve on this position. Brian timed in another 3 birds at 10.22, 10.50 and 12.40 which should also make the result now for Stitchy breeding. Sire is a Louella Pigeon World Jan Aarden being bred in 1994 he is from De Smaragd Junior who was bred from full brother and sister pairing namely the dual 1st open Barcelona winning brother and sister De Smaragd 1 and Smaragd 11. Dam of the 94 cock was All Dolle Hen inbred and line bred to the fabulous Oude Dolle 67 legendary stock base pigeon of the modern day Jan Aarden pigeons. 

Dam was bred by Jimmy Gibbon of Sunderland and she was a cracking handling pigeon she is direct from Jimmy’s Golden Pair who have bred 10 x 1st federation winners right up to Bourges 570 miles winning 1st club, 1st federation, 2nd UNC 6286 birds. The Golden Cock is from White Tail a son of the famous Malie of Planet Brothers, Dam of the Golden Cock was known as the Dream Hen who won 4th and 8th Up North Combine. The Golden Hen was bred from the Bumble Bee cock that produced 7 x 1st clubs and 4 x 1st federation winners. He in turn was bred from the Wittpen Donkere and his dam was a pure Hofkens. Dam of the Golden Hen was a grand daughter of Big Harry who won 1st national Guernsey 400 miles for Norrie Sharp of Northern Ireland. My thanks to Brian who was night shift last night and phoned me at lunch time with the details of Stitchy and lets hope he wins a high open position as it will make both Brian and Carol Ann very happy indeed.  
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1st section & 2nd section D 3rd & 4th open is Scott Gibson Avonbridge who had 2 pigeons arrive together these were timed at 06.59 & 07.01. The first bird timed is a daughter of the Gutty Hen and she won the Fareham open race in 2006 by a good margin. The second bird is a yearling bred by Dale Newcombe and is from the late Jock Traill Spark lines. Scott time a 3rd bird at 10.59 this bird was 25th open Maidstone last week and he too is a son of the Gutty Hen his 4th timer was at 12.10 hours.  

Scott Gibson vice president & Tom Davidson president of the SNFC at last year dinner presentation  
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3rd section D 25th open is D H Ogilvie of Stirling who timed at 10.15am. Sorry, no 

info on this winner. 
1st section E 1st west region 5th open is SNFC committee member and race controller Jim Hannah of Blantyre he timed a 4 year old red pied hen at 07.17 flying 539 miles her wing condition was her 1st flight was ¾ up and she was sent on a 2 day old youngsters which were her 3 round of young birds this year. 

Jim Hannah with his 1st west region 5th open Alencon winner 

Her race experience as a young bird she was steady out to 100 miles then as a yearling she flew out to the 300 mile mark.  As a 2 year old she flew Falaise and the following year she won 21st section E 166th open SNFC Newbury 324 miles and then she won 15th section E 100th open SNFC Falaise 509 miles. This year her preparation for the Gold Cup race was her usual 3-4 races to Leicester 254 miles then 6 tosses from between up to ¾ to 1 hour on the wing. Her sire is a red chequer cock bred by D Bakker & son of Holland being a son of De Perpignan winner of 1st open National Perpignan from an entry of 5024 birds when mated to a daughter of `ROOIE `. Dam is a late bred chequer pied bred by Gerald McPherson from his Jos Thone family. As a matter of interest Jim has now won the West Region 6 times with 3 of these at the Gold Cup race point. Congratulations to Jim Hannah on this win and believe me he deserves it as this man has been about off his head race controlling the pigeons this year due to the weather. Jim takes this job very serious (as do the other 2 controllers Scott Gibson and Richard Combe) and he phoned me on Saturday morning to ‘apologies’ because there was no pigeons home on the day as they had predicted and Jim had asked me to put this on the lib line and web pages. 
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                  Jim Hannah’s 1st west region 5th open hen on her nest 

2nd section E 2nd west section 17th open are Dennis Sloan  & son Francis of Airdrie with a 2 year old blue hen named Ann O’Leary timed at 09.17am from this 542 mile Gold Cup race she was sent with her 3rd flight just bursting through and she was sent sitting 11 day eggs day of basket. This hen was bred by their good friend John Houston of Greengairs and is a daughter of O’Leary who won 1st west section Alencon in 2006. 
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       Happy Dennis & Francis Sloan 2nd west region 17th open Alencon

The blue hen was lost as a young bird and returned the following year and the partners decided to race her and were surprised when she flew very constantly out to the 300 miles race point. This year she had Appleby 108 miles, Uttoxeter 220 miles and Leicester 255 miles before having 4 tosses from Livingston and 4 from Newton Mearns which is east and west of their loft which had the hen thinking. She was mated in February then flown on roundabout before being mated for the main event my thanks to Big Derek Hay for the information on the Sloan partnerships winner. 

3rd section E 3rd west section 24th open is Jim Woods of Uddingston who timed a 2 year old dark chequer cock at 09.39am flying 540 miles he was sent with his 3rd flight just thrown and was sitting 12 days on eggs day of basketing.  
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As a young bird he was lightly raced to 100 miles then as a yearling he was Jim's time in from Falaise with the Lanarkshire federation. This year he was entered from Ripon 155 miles, Newark 225 miles and Leicester 255 miles he was then given 5 x 30 mile training tosses prior to being sent to Gold Cup race. 

Jim Wood out side his loft with his 24th open winner 

Sire was a gift egg from the late great Jock Allan of Symington being a brother to Miss Barleycorn who won 1st west section SNFC Sartilly in 1999 for Jock. The dam of Jim’s winner is a Bruggemann hen purchased direct from Robert Venus my thanks to Jim and Big Derek Hay for the info and photographs. 
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                             Jim Wood 24th open winner on the nest 

1st section A 1st south region is Craig Halbert of Eastriggs who timed in a 4 year old chequer hen sent feeding a 5 day old youngster, her first new flight was fully grown and Craig thought she may have thrown her 2nd but because of feeding the baby she didn’t and therefore had a full wing. This year she has raced from the following 
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points, Appleton 115 miles, Worchester 195 miles, Cheltenham 217 miles and then into the SNFC Newbury race a distance of 265 miles. She was allowed to go to nest and then received 3 training tosses from 20 miles and 2 from 30 miles prior to going to the Gold Cup race. Last year 2006 she flew Alencon but did not make the result, 

Craig Halbert of Eastriggs with his 1st section A 12th open Alencon winner 

however she did go to the last national from Falaise and won 159th open. In 2005 she won 10th section 53rd open Newbury and 16th section 97th open Falaise both with the SNFC. As a yearling she won 8th section 33rd open Falaise so in fact this hen is now a 5 times SNFC winner for Craig, she still has to go a little further to win her gold award but at her age this is not impossible and we wish Craig well with her. Sire was bought at Blackpool show and was direct from Tumley Lofts being a Jan Aarden [image: image20.jpg]


crossed Janssen. Dam was purchased from Louella Pigeon World being Jan Aarden and was one of a batch of 6 for £99 Craig still has this hen in his stock loft. My thanks to Craig for phoning me in the news after he came home from the clock station which is a request I placed on the SNFC web site and my thanks to David Smith for the photographs of the south section winners. 

2nd south section 38th open winner 
2nd section A 2nd south region 38th open is Brian Love of Dumfries who timed in a 
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3 year old blue chequer white flight hen sent sitting 10 days on eggs she had a full wing. She was paired up in March and reared 2 youngsters and has been on pot eggs since as Brian flies natural. This year she had 3 races from Shap 56 miles, Leyland 102 miles and Newbury with the SNFC a distance of 272 miles. She then received 3 short training tosses 

from 25 miles then into the Gold Cup race. Brian told me she was not intended to go as he had another cock picked out but he did not look the part so he picked the hen instead. ‘How’s that for a stroke of luck’ he said, well it was either this or was it good pigeon management on his part. 

Happy Mr & Mrs Brian Love with their winner 

Last year this hen was raced from Shap, Appleton winning 6th club, Shap again then Cheltenham 228 miles winning 6th club. As a youngster she few Stainmore 68 miles and Wakefield 132 mile returning the next day so Brian stopped her for the season, her sire is from Alex Maxwell of Dumfries stock who gave them to Brian prior to his death and when Brian was just starting up the pigeons 4 years ago. Dam was a stray from J McKinnon of Glenluce near Stranraer she came into Brian a couple of times as a youngster and was transferred to him she in fact won 9th open federation from Maidstone for Brian and now she has bred a 2nd south section winner. Brian only joined the SNFC this year and he was very excited about winning this top award in the premier club in Scotland. I told him to read about Len Downie and never to loose the excitement of timing in a pigeon from the SNFC races when this goes it is time to give them up, well done to Brian and thanks for supplying the details on his winner.   
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3rd section A 3rd south region 60th open are Mr & Mrs Scott Irvine of Brydekirk who timed in a yearling chequer pied cock sent sitting 10 days on eggs, with his 3rd flight ¾ grown. As a youngster he was flown to Appleton a distance of 116 miles. This year he has 7 races to Portsmouth 307 miles with the Premier club flying down the west side of the England he has 

Mr & Mrs Scott with their 3rd section 60th open Alencon winner

been a very consistent pigeon without winning. He was given 6 tosses from Appleby 40 miles prior to going into the Alencon Gold Cup race. Sire is a red pied cock bred by Gerry Hannity of Co Down in Northern Ireland who is a good pal of the partner’s son. This Hannity pigeon is direct from an Irish Kings Cup winner. Dam is a blue chequer hen from the late Johnny Mossop and Moore of Dishington in Cumbria not long before Johnny died, my thanks to Mrs Irvine for supplying me with the details. 

1st section G 1st north section are the partnership of John Grant and Mike Massie of Aberdeen who timed in a 3 year old chequer cock sent sitting 10 days on eggs with his 3rd flight ¾ up he is now named John’s Boy. This year he had every race to Newark a distance of 300 miles which was on the 9th June his eggs were then lifted and he had one training toss from Stonehaven when his hen laid then 
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into Alencon. Last year he flew to Hastings 450 miles being 4th bird to the loft. The previous year he was moved to the new location and was settled and not raced, as a youngster he was only trained. 

Sire was purchased at the late Jock Traill’s entire clearance sale and was called The Bremner Cock being a brother to Traill’s Spark 1st open SNFC Niort 700 mile winner.

                 Mike Massie & John Grant with their 1st north section 85th open winner 

Dam is a 1995 hen bred by Mike’s uncle the late Doddie Ross from his old family. John Grant has not been too well of late due to a bug in his lungs and the doctors have told him it will take 2 years to clear up. However winning 1st north section with John’s Boy has been the best pick me up he could have wished for and he made the effort to visit the allotments to see the bird. Let’s hope John’s health improves and he can attend the SNFC presentation in October as it would be great to see him. Mike would like to thank Dave Pirie for all his assistance in helping him prepare the cock for this race. Mike also told me that the 3 pigeon out of the 80 entries have been reported on Saturday are the only birds timed in as no other birds have made it home today Sunday due to the server weather conditions, my thanks to Mike Massie for taking the time to return my call for information. 

2nd section G 2nd north section 91st open is Mike Patterson of the Stonehaven H C he timed a 5 year old blue chequer cock sent sitting on a 1 day old youngster. This is this pigeons first ever card of any sort, but Mike has had a few never taken tickets until they went over the channel. He was hawked as 3 year old and had never been any further than Peterborough his sire was actually a Ritchie & Whyte (1994) pigeon Mike bought at Harold Petrie bereavement sale. He hasn’t actually checked the details as he wasn’t expecting to be so well in. The dam was the last daughter from his old Rennes hen being bred in 1994 and never raced and every pigeon bred in Mike’s loft carries this bloodline my thanks to Mike for his email. 

3rd section G 3rd north section 100th open is Ian Douglas of Aberdeen who is the son of the late Fred Douglas who was a great SNFC north section flier in his day. Ian has tried to keep his dads old blood going over the years and you will see in the breeding of this winner he is doing a good job.  
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Ian timed in a 5 year old blue chequer hen sent sitting chipping eggs with her 3rd flight ¼ up on going to the race. This year she has had Kirkcaldy, Arniston, Alnwick, Rotherham 250 miles and into the Alencon race without even a training toss as Ian has stopped training due to the amount of good pigeons lost to hawks trying to get fit while training. 

Mike Massie & Ian Douglas moments after they timed in their winners photo by Ian McKay management committee member who was there at the time. 

The team are given the open bowl all day and are only locked up at night. Last year the chequer hen won 4th north section 112th open Alencon 610 miles being 16 minutes more than in this 2007 race. 2005 she flew Alencon and returned on the 3rd day just out of the prize list. 2004 she won 3rd north section Falaise 587 mile she was double backed into the last Falaise race and she won 10th north section. As a yearling she also flew Falaise being timed between 8 and 8.30 just failing to make the result. She was a darkness youngster and was Ian’s timer from the young bird national from Leicester 318 miles. Sire goes back to his Fathers old family he is the last grand son of his dad’s SNFC Gold Award winner of 1984. Dam is a grand daughter of his father’s 1st north section winner from Rennes in 1981 he bred this hen when he was 17 years old my thanks to Ian for the information on his winner.  As you will see this hen has flown from France every year since this being her 6th time in the clock looks like she will have to go again next year to gain her Gold Award and we hope she can pull this off as there are not many of her kind in the north section. As a matter of interest Grant & Massie and Ian Douglas fly into the same allotment plots at Seaton in Aberdeen and Ian McKay the SNFC north section committee man arrived there 2 minutes after Mike Massie timed in so the bird was verified and handled within minutes of landing. He was still at the allotment when Ian’s bird arrived so had the opportunity to handle and verify it also never thinking this would be 1st and 3rd north section winners my thanks to Ian for the news. 

1st section F 135th open is won by McDonald & Smith of West Kilbride who timed in a 2 year old blue hen sent sitting overdue eggs with her 1st flight ¾ up. As a youngster she had 5 races and was 1st bird to the loft twice from Tow Law and Ripon. As a yearling she 

had 6 races being 2nd bird from Appleby she was sent to the Ayrshire federation Falaise race and she took 7 days to return. This year she was paired up in March and reared 2 youngsters before going on Roundabout, she had 4 club races with the last being Cheltenham a distance of 287 miles she was then repaired and received 4 training tosses from 28 miles prior to going to Alencon. Sire is a blue cock from a chequer cock who was purchased at a Scotland’s Own sale in Kilmarnock and was presented by Mrs Helen Aitken of Pencaitland. Dam was a blue home bred inbred Busschaert from J W Adcock of Croydon in London being from Supreme Colt and Channel Leader these bloodlines originated from Tom Larkin’s of Deal. I asked Tom Smith about his partner and he said it was a Mr McDonald who sadly passed away at the end of last year. He came from Barrhead near Glasgow and visited Tom on a regular basis he was such a nice man that they became close friends and Mr McDonald was always going on about the SNFC. Tom and he became partners and as I said he died in his 90’s last year and he would have been so proud of Tom winning section F in the SNFC, nevertheless we know that he will be looking down on Tom with pride and a big smile, well done Tom and thanks for the information on your winner.  

Conclusion 

Like the previous inland races we have not experienced a good race from this Gold Cup race, as many good long distance pigeons are missing. When you only have 1 bird in section F and 3 birds in the north section in 3 days it tells its own story and it is the same in each region with many very disappointed fanciers. As I said in my introduction, these are the cream of fanciers’ lofts and now they are lost, maybe not for ever but at this time they are posted missing and that hurts. Some fanciers have had a good race with excellent returns while others have waited for 2 days without seeing a feather. I don’t envy the race controllers their job and as I said at the time they took this decision in the best possible interest of the birds as they would have been in the basket until Tuesday at the earliest. Our congratulations to the winners and commiserations to the fanciers who have lost top quality birds that is the worst thing we wanted to happen. It has been a long haul for these pigeons and for both the club secretary and I who have worked for 3 days on the lib line service, web page and compiling this report. To the fanciers who phoned in with their winning pigeons my sincere gratitude as it has allowed me time to do this prior to going back to work tomorrow as then I don’t have time. Lastly may I also thank my wife Margaret who has assisted me over the week end and even came to take off clocks on Saturday night. She has hardly been over the door all week end and it says a lot for her to put up with all this for a pigeon club.

The SNFC are indebted to the following sponsors: The British Homing World – publication of results in BHW; Bamfords Feeds for supplying feeding for ALL SNFC races; Carr’s UK Ltd for sponsorship of each section winner prize; Andrew Garven for sponsorship of Erskine Hospital prizes. 

Compiled and copyright Joe Murphy SNFC Press Officer
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