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Whenever I visit the Yorkshire home of Brian 

and Thelma Denney it is always a great 

occasion, I enjoy very much! Strensall is a 

500 mile round trip from my home in Surrey 

and I made my latest trip up the M1 to Brian 

and Thelma’s home, with an exchange pair 

of youngsters, in late August. Whenever I go 

up to Brian’s I could take a coach load of 

fanciers with me, that’s how popular ‘Mr. 

Long Distance’ is! He is one of our all-time 

greats at racing pigeons with outstanding 

success on the long distance over many 

years. I first visited Brian and Thelma Denney 

in 1999 when I went to the Yorkshire loft to 

video them for my ‘Many Miles with Mott’ 

video series and since then we have met up 

at the BHW Blackpool Show most years, but 

I try and visit them once a year when 

possible. I used to enjoy driving, but with the 

congestion on the motorways these days, 

the fun has gone out of it for me and in spite 

of leaving early in the morning, with several 

hold ups, the trip up to York took a 

staggering six hours! My ol’ mate, Terry 

Haley, rode ‘shot gun’ and I must say he is 

always great to travel with, as he is good 

talker and that seems to make the time pass 

quicker. I asked another good friend of mine, 

Lewis Milne, to join us for the visit, as we had 

talked on the telephone regularly for about 

two years, but had never met up in person. 

He lives in Doncaster, about a 45 minute 

drive from Strensall and we arranged to 

meet him at Brian’s home. I ask Lewis to 

bring his champion Gaby Vandenabeele blue 

cock, ‘Champ 77’, with him, so with the 

Denney’s Champion ‘Brian’s Blue’, we would 

have two UK record holders in the garden 

that afternoon. 
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Brian had put up yet another fantastic 

performance in the 2008 NFC Tarbes Grand 

National and clocked his blue widowhood 

cock, ‘Brian’s Blue’, on the day of liberation, 

flying 748 miles, and recording 1st sect K, 

61st open (4045 birds). This champion 

pigeon was clocked just after 22.00 hrs on 

the day, flying 16 hours 15 minutes and at 

that time was the furthest flying pigeon 

clocked on the day ever in a NFC race. 

‘Brian’s Blue’ won 1st RPRA Region Long 

Distance Award and 1st RPRA UK Long 

Distance Champion for his brilliant 

performance from Tarbes in the 2008 season. 

A wonderful performance, too follow Brian’s 

brilliant 2007 NFC Tarbes performance when 

he recorded several premier positions in the 

open result, including 1st sect. K, 5th open. 

Brian recorded 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th 

sect K. (240 birds) in the 2008 Tarbes race. 

‘Brian’s Blue’ was bred down on both sides 

of his pedigree from Brian’s champion Pau 

National hen, ‘Blue Pau’, who was also a 

wonderful breeder and winner of 41st, 201st 

open NFC Pau (738 miles). ‘Blue Pau’ is the 

dam of many premier long distance racers 

including, Champion ‘Classic Lad’, winner of 

1st open Northern Classic Saintes, being 

clocked on the day of liberation at 573 miles 

and she is the grand dam of my good hen, 

‘Foxwarren Complete’. This wonderful hen 

was the winner of 2003: 32nd open L&SECC 

Dax (530 miles), 2nd East Grinstead CC Dax, 

2004: 29th open L&SECC San Sebastian (560 

miles), 2005: 116th open L&SECC Pau (552 

miles), 2007: 109th open L&SECC Pau. A real 

class hen! The dam of ‘Foxwarren Complete’ 

was the brilliant blue cheque stock hen, 

‘Pathfinder’, bred by Brian Denney and her 

dam was Champion ‘Blue Pau’. ‘Pathfinder’ 

was lightly raced before being put to stock 

and in 2001 flew 900 miles in three weeks to 

record 91st open L&SECC Perth, 52nd open 

L&SECC Thurso (520 miles). ‘Pathfinder’ was 

a champion breeder, producing many 

premier 550 mile racers, including 

‘Foxwarren Complete’ and ‘Foxwarren 

Pretender’ dam of Champion ‘Brian’s Blue’.  

 

‘Foxwarren Complete’ proved to be a ‘gold 

mine’ stock hen breeding many top 550 mile 

racers, including 37th open L&SECC Tarbes 

and a late bred from her was donated to the 

BHW Blackpool Show Charity Auction in 

2010 and was sold for £740. ‘Foxwarren 

Complete’ is the dam of Bob and Anthony 

Besant’s champion stock hen, ‘Half Crown’, 
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dam of Champion ‘Noble Dream’, winner of 

1st open International Agen (10,510 birds) in 

the 2015 season. Brian Denney’s third 

pigeon home from the NFC Tarbes race in 

the 2009 season to record 3rd section K, 

12th open was the four year old blue cock, 

‘Blue Boy’, and he is a son of Champion 

‘Brian’s Blue’, winner of 1st RPRA UK Long 

Distance Champion in 2008 when mated to 

‘Class Blue’, winner of 2nd section K NFC 

Fougeres (394 miles). Champion ‘Brian’s 

Blue’ a once in a life time pigeon bred from 

the very best of the wonderful ‘Bry-Den’ 750 

mile family! 

I have always thought of the Gaby 

Vandenabeele pigeons being brilliant 

between 100 and 400 miles, but Lewis and 

Angela won 1st North Section, 3rd Open 

MNFC Bordeaux ‘Blue Riband’ National in 

2013. The partner’s section winner, ‘Champ 

Seventy Seven’, was their single entry in to 

the Bordeaux National and was bred by Mark 

& Dick Evans from ‘Calvin’ and ‘Cosmic Girl’, 

the 1st Up North Combine winner. ‘Champ 

Seventy Seven’ and his nest brother were 

purchased by the Milnes at the Mr. & Mrs. 

Crossley clearance sale and were broken 

pigeons to the loft at Doncaster. Dick Evans 

told me, it had been confirmed that the 

partners Bordeaux National performance 

was a new 600 mile record, with ‘Champ 

Seventy Seven’ recording a velocity of 

1685ym, flying 602 miles. This is the highest 

velocity recorded by a pigeon flying over 600 

miles and the previous record was set by Dr. 

Tresidder in 1931! A fantastic performance! 

‘Champ Seventy Seven’ is a champion in the 

truest sense of the word, having won many 

other premier positions before his Bordeaux 

record breaking performance including: 

2011: 10th section, 17th open MNFC Chale 

(4080 birds), 69th section, 164th open MNFC 

Carentan (3949 birds): 2012: 221st section, 

1544th open MNFC Vire (4756 birds), just 

three weeks after being broken in to Lewis’ 

loft: 2013: 98th section, 571st open MNFC 

Ancenis (5510 birds), 1st section, 3rd open 

MNFC Bordeaux (1352 birds), New British 

record holder for fastest velocity flying over 

600 miles, 2nd open Great Yorkshire 

Combine Bordeaux, RPRA South Yorkshire & 

Derbyshire Region Award for best all round 

performance, 3rd National ‘ace bird’ Long 

Distance MNFC North Section. Plus other 

prizes in the club and Federation. After the 

fantastic performances put up by their 

wonderful Gaby Vandenabeele cock, ‘Champ 

Seventy Seven’ in the 2013 season, Lewis 

and Angela Milne decided to race him on for 

one more season before retiring him to the 

stock loft. With the 2014 season being 

choker with hard National races in dominate 

northern and easterly wind, this could have 

been a bad decision, but the ‘Champ’ came 

out on top, flying well over 400 miles on the 

day three times, and scoring in four National 

races. He scored well up in the NFC Carentan 

National (9,317 birds) and the MNFC Ancenis 

National (4,670 birds), but his best positions 

were: 6th section, 51st open NFC Cholet 

(6,946 birds), flying 452 miles on the day of 

liberation, and 32nd section, 595th open 

NFC Messac (6,352 birds), flying just over 

400 miles on the day. A wonderful 

champion! 

It was great fun to look at the two UK record 

holders in Brian’s garden that afternoon! 

After some tea and a very nice lunch 

prepared by Thelma on the Denney’s patio, 

we had a look at all of Brian’s current ‘Bri-

Den’ 750 mile champions.  
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The latest was a handsome dark pied cock 

that I had never seen before and his name 

was ‘One Two Five’. He was typical of Brian’s 

type, being medium long cast in the hand, 

with wonderful silky feathering and he had a 

long list of top positions to his credit, 

including: 2nd section K, 6th open NFC 

Tarbes (748 miles), 7th section K, 51st open 

NFC Tarbes, 12th section K, 367th open NFC 

Tarbes, 15th section K NFC Saintes (573 

miles), 17th section K NFC Poitiers (520 

miles). What a great pigeon! ‘One Two Five’ 

is yet another 750 mile champion bred down 

from the champion of all champions, ‘Tuff 

Nut’, but has a Gerard Van Hee cross in him. 

One of my favourite Brian Denney pigeons, 

‘Northern Lady’, handled brilliant in spite of 

her advancing years and she was the star of 

the 2009 season winning 1st section K, 3rd 

open NFC Tarbes (748 miles), 2nd RPRA UK 

Long Distance Champion. What a great day 

we had! 

 

What can I say about my ol’ mate, Brian, that 

I haven’t said before? A great friend and one 

of our greatest long distance champions of 

all time, putting up brilliant performance in 

the major National races every year! Brian 

and Thelma are two of the nicest people 

we’ve ever met in our time in pigeon racing! 

It was great to meet up with Lewis Milne at 

long last and I’m happy to report we had a 

clear run home on the day in four hours. 

That’s our article for this week! I can be 

contacted with any pigeon ‘banter’ on 

telephone number: 01372 463480 or email: 

keithmott1@virginmedia.com 
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