
 

 

A TRIBUTE TO DEREK SKULL 

OF MOLESEY 

By Keith Mott 
 

I was very sad hear of the passing of Derek 

Skull on 23rd June, after several weeks of 

ill-health and visits to hospital. Derek was 

86 years old and he was half of the Skull 

Brothers partnership of West Molesey, 

racing pigeons with his late brother, Fred, 

for most of his life. I knew the brothers for 

over 45 years and they were members of 

my first club, the now disbanded Molesey & 

District HS (Surrey Federation), when I first 

started racing pigeons in 1970. The brothers 

were great club workers, with Derek being 

the chief clock setter and Fred being the 

chief basket steward. Derek was also the 

chief clock setter at the Hersham club for 

many years and was setting clocks right up 

to the end at the Shepperton club. A 

wonderful worker for the sport! Skull 

Brothers won many firsts racing through the 

years, but were very ‘hot’ at showing their 

racing pigeon and were always the lads you 

had to beat to win the open shows we held 

at the Molesey Football Club in the 1970s. 

Their loft and pigeons were kept 

immaculate and were a credit to them.  

 



A TRIBUTE TO DEREK SKULL 
 

 

The brothers borrowed a French stock hen 

from me in the early 1970s and gifted me 

back a young Mealy hen bred from her, and 

this hen was my first winner, breaking our 

‘novice’ from Weymouth in 1973. Derek 

was a driver for many years and delivered 

pigeon corn in the 1950s, and brother Fred 

was a painter and decorator all his life. Skull 

Brothers, two great characters and 

wonderful workers for our sport! Sincere 

condolences to the Skull family from Betty 

and myself at this very sad time. 

Keith Mott (June 2015). 
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